
News story: Celebrating Services for
Witnesses

Recognising and rewarding support for witnesses at court.

In October 2017 HMCTS will hold its first National ‘Celebrating Services for
Witnesses’ awards ceremony supported by other criminal justice agencies.

Providing witness services is crucial for the good and fair administration of
justice. Our ceremony is being held to recognise and reward the positive
impact services have on supporting witnesses through what can be a very
traumatic and frightening time in their lives.

The ceremony comes from a local award ceremony held in the Midlands which was
supported by Citizens Advice Witness Service (Central region) to acknowledge
the positive work undertaken by staff and volunteers within each
organisation.

This new event builds on the success of the regional award, and HMCTS is
joined and supported by the Crown Prosecution Service, the defence community
including members of the independent bar, the British Transport Police and
again by the Citizens Advice Witness Service. It is an opportunity to
acknowledge the positive work undertaken by all of the support agencies and
what they provide to witnesses in their journey; whatever their role in the
criminal justice system.

There will be six award categories:

unsung hero award (individual)
specialist support award (team or individual)
frontline services award (individual)
significant improvements award (team or individual)
partnership award (team)
the Victims’ Commissioner’s award (team or individual), presented by
Baroness Helen Newlove, the Victim’s Commissioner.

The ceremony will take place on 20 October 2017 at Nottingham Trent
University, with the Law school within the university sponsoring the event
venue.

For further information please email Witnessawards@hmcts.gsi.gov.uk.
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Press release: UK-based start-ups win
Expo 2020 Dubai grants

This week, Expo 2020 Dubai has announced that three UK-based start-ups
leading innovation in healthcare, water security and science education have
each won an Expo Live grant from organisers of the 2020 World Expo, being
held in Dubai.

Welcoming this news, the British ambassador to the UAE, Philip Parham, said:

I am proud of Babylon, Desolenator and ScienceScope for their great
business partnerships with Expo2020 Dubai. They are impressive
examples of British excellence in science and innovation, and of
UK-UAE collaboration. I am confident that cutting edge British
companies will continue to make major contributions to the
fulfilment of the UAE’s ambitious vision. And I look forward to UK
participation in the success of Dubai Expo 2020.

Babyl Rwanda is a branch of UK-based digital healthcare tech start-up Babylon
that designed smartphone ‘chatbot’ technology to offer live consultations and
medical prescriptions. Babyl developed its platform on feature phone version
to allow all Rwandans, including those without smartphones or with limited
access to the internet, predominantly in rural areas, to access “call-in”
consultations service with doctors from anywhere.

Desolenator is a clean technology venture based in London. It uses only solar
power to purify water from any source, including sea water; which is
especially critical in regions where natural groundwater reserves have been
polluted or poisoned or where seawater is the only water source available.
The process used is a simple distillation, but Desolenator’s innovative
technology accelerates the process and cuts the environmental impact,
allowing its purifiers to produce up to 20 litres a day from a one square
metre area, versus an average two litres a day using traditional solar
stills.

ScienceScope Ltd is a startup based near Bath, Somerset, that specialises in
science education. It provides schools with tools using the ‘Internet of
Things’ (IoT) so that students can explore the world around them to enhance
learning in science, technology and geography. ScienceScope is already
working with the Infocomm Development Agency of Singapore to bring IoT
technology to five schools there to engage students in technology development
and in understanding how technology can address the problems and challenges
faced in the world.

Expo 2020 Dubai’s Expo Live programme has an allocation of USD 100 million,
to back projects that offer creative solutions to pressing challenges that
impact people’s lives, or help preserve the world – or both. Organisers are
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looking for such projects that would not reach their full potential without
its support.

More details available here.

Press release: New fines for essential
service operators with poor cyber
security

Fines could be as much as £17 million or 4 per cent of global turnover
NIS Directive will help make UK most secure place to live and do
business online

Organisations who fail to implement effective cyber security measures could
be fined as much as £17 million or 4 per cent of global turnover, as part of
plans to make Britain’s essential networks and infrastructure safe, secure
and resilient against the risk of future cyber attacks.

The plans are being considered as part of a consultation launched today by
the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport to decide how to
implement the Network and Information Systems (NIS) Directive from May 2018.

Fines would be a last resort, and they will not apply to operators that have
assessed the risks adequately, taken appropriate security measures, and
engaged with competent authorities but still suffered an attack.

The NIS Directive relates to loss of service rather than loss of data, which
falls under the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).

It will help make sure UK operators in electricity, transport, water, energy,
transport, health and digital infrastructure are prepared to deal with the
increasing numbers of cyber threats. It will also cover other threats
affecting IT such as power failures, hardware failures and environmental
hazards.

Minister for Digital Matt Hancock said:

We want the UK to be the safest place in the world to live and be
online, with our essential services and infrastructure prepared for
the increasing risk of cyber attack and more resilient against
other threats such as power failures and environmental hazards.

The NIS Directive is an important part of this work and I encourage
all public and private organisations in those sectors to take part
in this consultation so together we can achieve this aim.
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The NIS Directive, once implemented, will form an important part of the
Government’s five-year £1.9 billion National Cyber Security Strategy. It will
compel essential service operators to make sure they are taking the necessary
action to protect their IT systems.

The Government is proposing a number of security measures in line with
existing cyber security standards.

Operators will be required to develop a strategy and policies to understand
and manage their risk; to implement security measures to prevent attacks or
system failures, including measures to detect attacks, develop security
monitoring, and to raise staff awareness and training; to report incidents as
soon as they happen; and to have systems in place to ensure that they can
recover quickly after any event, with the capability to respond and restore
systems.

Any operator which takes cyber security seriously should already have such
measures in place.

The Government is fully committed to defending against cyber threats and a
five-year National Cyber Security Strategy (NCSS) was announced in November
2016, supported by £1.9 billion of transformational investment. The strategy
includes opening the National Cyber Security Centre and offering free online
advice as well as training schemes to help businesses protect themselves.

NCSC CEO Ciaran Martin said:

We welcome this consultation and agree that many organisations need
to do more to increase their cyber security.

The NCSC is committed to making the UK the safest place in the
world to live and do business online, but we can’t do this alone.

Everyone has a part to play and that’s why since our launch we have
been offering organisations expert advice on our website and the
Government’s Cyber Essentials Scheme.

The consultation proposes similar penalties for flaws in network and
information systems as those coming for data protection with the General Data
Protection Regulation, due to be in force by May 2018. Failure to implement
effective security could see penalties as large £17 million or 4 per cent of
global turnover.

The Government will shortly hold workshops with operators so they can provide
feedback on the proposals.

Notes to editors

For media enquiries please contact the DCMS News and Communications team on
020 7211 2210 or out of hours on 07699 751153.



The consultation documents are available online.

The Government has committed to NIS Directive and is consulting on a
number of issues:

The essential services the directive needs to cover
The penalties
The competent authorities to regulate and audit specific sectors
The security measures we propose to impose
Timelines for incident reporting;

How this affects Digital Service Providers

This initiative is part of the Government’s £1.9 billion investment to
significantly transform the UK’s cyber security. The 2016-2021 National
Cyber Security Strategy sets out how the UK Government will deliver a UK
that is secure and resilient to cyber threats; prosperous and confident
in the digital world. The National Cyber Security Programme managed by
the Cabinet Office coordinates the work undertaken to implement the UK’s
National Cyber Security Strategy.

Speech: For a new future

Welcome to the Residence. Congratulations to all of you on your graduation.
Your hard work, and your training at UCBC will stand you in good stead for
the future. And I wish you all the very best for that future.

A special aspect of UK Chile relations in the last year was the visit of His
Royal Highness, Prince Edward, The Earl of Wessex last September. This
included visiting UCBC, and I know many of you had the chance to meet him.
During his visit, The Prince also promoted The Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award Foundation. As you may have seen in the press, yesterday,
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh completed his last engagement of his public
programme, although His Royal Highness may still attend events alongside Her
Majesty, The Queen, from time to time. He is retiring, at the age of 96,
after 70 years of public service. An inspiration to us all.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award is the world’s leading youth
achievement award. I have just received a copy of a book, published in aid of
the Foundation. This is ‘Advice for School Leavers’, compiled by Will Jones,
and with a foreword by HRH Prince Edward. It seems equally applicable for
those of you leaving UCBC. As Prince Edward says “it includes advice from
people from many walks of life, on choosing the right job, having the right
approach to life in the business environment and getting the most out of
both…It is down to you to make the most of …advice, your experiences …and to
take on the world.”
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There are many different perspectives in the book, but I would like to quote
some of the words of John May, Secretary General, of The Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award. He suggests eight “touchstones” to guide his decisions
and actions.

“Respect for others …do unto others as you would have them do unto you.
Equity – fairness and honesty in all dealings.
To do my best – if a thing’s worth doing it is worth doing properly.
Integrity – keeping promises.”

I know many of you have been studying Shakespeare and he quotes Polonius’s
exhortation to his son in Hamlet – “This above all: to thine own self be
true.” Something my university tutor instilled in me.

“Carpe diem – or seize the day.
Self confidence – but a self awareness that mitigates against self
importance.
A youthful, playful, joyful, perpetual curiosity.
Balance – trying not to be too intense or too earnest or over-demanding
of others.”

Good principles, which we can all think about, and learn from, including me.

As you go to start your new lives, I hope you will reflect on your time at
UCBC, the inspiration of your teachers and training, and seize the day and
the future ahead of you. And in doing so, that you will draw on your unique
experiences of the links between British and Chilean cultures, and also be
Ambassadors for shared relations between UK and Chile.

Press release: Minister discusses
barriers to voter registration for
people with disabilities in Brighton

Minister for the Constitution, Chris Skidmore today (Monday, 7 August)
visited Brighton Housing Trust, Blind Veterans UK and Brighton & Hove
Speakout to hear firsthand about the experiences members have faced when
voting or registering to vote.

The Minister heard from all 3 charities about how they raised awareness of
participation in the democratic process for the General Election 2017 and
what support they provided to residents and clients.

Brighton Housing Trust advises on issues around housing, homelessness,
substance misuse and mental health. It is a people-led organisation.
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Blind Veterans UK provide support to veterans who are adjusting to sight loss
and the charity has been offering physical and emotional support to vision-
impaired veterans since 1915.

Brighton and Hove Speakout supports people with learning disabilities to have
more control over their lives by giving individual support as well as raising
awareness in services and communities and campaigning for changes in services
and policies.

Chris Skidmore, Minister for the Constitution said:

“Brighton Housing Trust, Blind Veterans UK and Brighton and Hove Speakout are
all fantastic organisations that ensure people experiencing homelessness, or
those with disabilities feel confident, empowered and remain an active part
of their society.

“A big part of this is being able to register to vote and remain a part of
our democracy. Today’s visits have helped me understand how we can support
vulnerable people to ensure that ours is a democracy that everyone can
participate in.

“Nearly three million applications to register to vote were received online
between 18 April and 22 May but there are still under-represented groups we
can improve the processes for. Regardless of who you are, or how you vote,
every voice matters and we encourage you to register to vote.”

Andy Winter, CEO of Brighton Housing Trust said:

“Homeless people, especially those who are street homeless, can be multiply
excluded. To know that their right to vote is being considered at the highest
level in government is a great encouragement.

“Voting changes things, not always in a way politicians want, but it is at
the heart of our democracy. Chris Skidmore showed a deep understanding and
awareness of many of the issues we deal with on a daily basis. He was keen to
learn how voter registration and voting itself can be maximised amongst
people who are often invisible and ignored.”

Lesley Garven, Centre Manager at Blind Veterans UK said:

“Whether it’s at one of our centres or in the community, Blind Veterans UK
provides vision-impaired veterans with the equipment, skills and support they
need to enjoy a full life beyond sight loss.

“Still being able to exercise their democratic rights is a vital part of
this, and our veterans and staff enjoyed taking part in the discussion on
accessible voting with the Minister for the Constitution, Chris Skidmore.”

Sarah Pickard, Director of Brighton and Hove Speakout said:

“As a learning disabled people’s organisation we know that learning disabled
people want to have their say and have their voices heard. We firmly believe
that given the right support, access to information and opportunity to build



confidence and make their contributions, learning disabled people can
participate in all aspects of participative democracy.”

The Minister is visiting Brighton as part of his Every Voice Matters Tour.
The tour has taken him to every part of the country to understand how to
tackle barriers to voter registration.


