
Press release: New and revised permits
for Horse Hill oil and gas site

The Environment Agency has issued a variation and new permit for Horse Hill
Developments Ltd, for use on their site near Gatwick Airport in Surrey.

The company already held a permit to drill the exploratory borehole and
manage wastes arising from that process. This variation allows them to drill
a new borehole, drill a side track from the original borehole and carry out
flow testing to understand the long term economic viability of the oil and
gas reserves. No hydraulic fracturing will take place as part of this
activity.

The company has also been issued with an environmental permit to allow them
to store oil on site following production.

The company will need to adhere strictly to the conditions set out in these
permits, which will ensure the local community and environment are protected.

The Environment Agency considered the opinions raised by local people during
the 4 week consultation with communities, interested groups and other
professional organisations before reaching this decision.

A spokesperson for the Environment Agency said:

We would like to thank all those people who responded to the
consultation. Since the consultation period closed, Horse Hill
Developments Limited has provided additional information to clarify
some of the aspects of their application for flow testing.

After considering all of the information available and completing
our assessment we are confident that the environment and people
will be protected. Environment Agency officers will now ensure
compliance with these operating conditions during the next phase of
works.

For all media enquiries please contact 0800 141 2743 or email
Southeastpressoffice1@environment-agency.gov.uk.
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to benefit from East Farleigh lock
improvements

The Environment Agency project has refurbished the lock, in East Farleigh
near Maidstone, Kent, stabilised the weir, and installed a new fish pass. The
previous lock was last refurbished over a century ago, and these improvements
enhance and protect the River Medway for local residents and river users.

The refurbished lock was constructed within the existing lock and not only
secures the future of the structure but improves the safety and convenience
for boaters using it. New features include improved mooring systems, new
access steps, and new rubbing timbers and fendering to reduce the risk of
damage to visiting vessels.

Wildlife on the River Medway will also benefit from the works at East
Farleigh. A new fish pass has been installed alongside the weir, providing
climbable slopes for fish wanting to travel upstream, meaning freshwater
fish, such as barbel, roach, perch, dace, chub and pike, will be able to pass
the site freely.

Julie Foley, Environment Agency Area Manager, said:

The lock refurbishment is a £3.65 million investment in the River
Medway that will be a great asset to visitors, river users, and
wildlife for many years to come.

With a newly refurbished lock and weir we will be able to continue
to maintain the upstream water levels for boaters, anglers,
cyclists and walkers to enjoy, and the lock is essential for a
number of commercial river operators.

It’s great for the river that 9 of the 10 locks on the River Medway
now have fish passes in place. Allowing free movement of fish will
ensure that it becomes a healthier river than it has been in at
least the last 250 years, offering better access to spawning
grounds for fish.

For all media enquiries please contact 0800 141 2743 or email
Southeastpressoffice1@environment-agency.gov.uk.
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News story: SMEs gear up to supply to
government through new £3bn tech deal

One hundred SMEs have signed up for the chance to secure a share of an
estimated £3bn of IT investment over the next four years – giving them the
chance to grow their businesses by helping the government to deliver more
efficient, effective public services.

Crown Commercial Service (CCS) has today awarded its new Technology Services
2 framework, with small and medium-sized enterprises representing more than
60% of the total number of suppliers signed up.

CCS is estimating that the framework will help public bodies to save more
than £180 million over four years – money that can be spent on delivering
frontline services.

Niall Quinn, Director, Technology Strategic Category for CCS says:

This framework delivers significant commercial benefits and gives
more SMEs than ever the chance to deliver specialist technology
support to the UK public sector.

Up to £3bn is expected to be spent through the agreement, which links public
sector bodies with suppliers that can provide specialist IT services – from
the management of a small desktop computer estate to the replacement of
critical government systems.

160 suppliers have been awarded places on the framework, with 100 of them
SMEs. There are twice as many suppliers on the new agreement compared to its
previous iteration – Technology Services – giving more businesses than ever a
chance to supply to government and increasing competition to drive down
prices.

The agreement initially runs for two years, with the option to extend by two
further years.

The agency innovation
For the first time, the new agreement includes an ‘agency’ element.

This gives public sector organisations buying services the option to employ a
supplier as an ‘agent’ for their needs – buying in further goods or services
through other CCS frameworks including Technology Products 2.

This gives customers a ‘one stop shop’ option to fully satisfy their
requirements.

CCS will also be supporting small businesses who are new to working with
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government with regular introductory webinars and self-help videos on CCS
systems and processes.

Lotting structure
Lot 1 – Technology Strategy & Service Design
Lot 2 – Transition and Transformation
Lot 3 – Operational Services
Lot 4 – Programmes and Large Projects (2 sub Lots)
4a: Government Official security classification
4b: Above government Official classification (government Secret and Top
Secret classifications)

To find out more, visit the Crown Commercial Service procurement pipeline.

News story: Ambitious future for Naval
Shipbuilding in the UK

Sir John Parker’s independent report into British naval shipbuilding proposed
far-reaching recommendations to transform the UK maritime industry and boost
the prosperity of regions, shipyards and maritime supply chains across the
country.

Today’s Strategy sees the Government accept Sir John’s recommendations and
step up to what he called a prospective ‘renaissance’ in British
shipbuilding. Building on the Government’s industrial strategy, it outlines
an ambition to transform the procurement of naval ships, make the UK’s
maritime industry more competitive, grow the Royal Navy fleet by the 2030s,
export British ships overseas, and boost innovation, skills, jobs, and
productivity across the UK.

It announces the government’s plan to procure new Type 31e General Purpose
Frigates. A price cap has been set of no more than £250M each for the first
batch of five frigates. In line with standing UK policy on warships they will
be built in the UK. They could be built in a way which could see them shared
between yards and assembled at a central hub. The first ships are set to be
in service by 2023. Shipyards will be encouraged to work with global partners
to ensure the vessel is competitive on the export market.

Defence Secretary Sir Michael Fallon said:

This new approach will lead to more cutting-edge ships for the
growing Royal Navy that will be designed to maximise exports and be
attractive to navies around the world.

http://ccs-agreements.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/contracts/rm3804
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-ambitious-future-for-naval-shipbuilding-in-the-uk/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-ambitious-future-for-naval-shipbuilding-in-the-uk/


Backed up by a commitment to spend billions on new ships, our plan
will help boost jobs, skills, and growth in shipyards and the
supply chain across the UK.

The Strategy sets out the government’s commitment to work with industry to
reinvigorate and maximise export success. The Type 31e will be designed to
meet the needs of the Royal Navy and with the export market in mind from the
beginning. This could see industry’s customer become not only the Royal Navy
but for the navies of Britain’s allies and partners.

The MOD is committed to new ships for the Royal Navy through its rising
budget and £178bn equipment plan. In July, at BAE’s Govan shipyard, the
Defence Secretary cut steel for the first of eight Type 26 frigates, HMS
Glasgow. The £3.7 billion contract for the first three, the largest for naval
ships this decade, will secure hundreds of high skilled jobs on the Clyde
until 2035 and hundreds more in the supply chain across the UK.

Sir John Parker said:

I am very impressed by the courage that the Secretary of State has
shown – and the Government – in adopting my recommendations, which
were very extensive, and will change the shape of naval
shipbuilding over the country in the future.

The next challenge is to come up with a world-leading design; one
that can satisfy the needs of the Royal Navy and the export market.
We have the capability to do that, the will is there and it is a
tremendous opportunity for UK shipbuilding. I see no reason why
industry will not rise to that challenge. There is an incredible
keenness from around the country, from Scotland to Merseyside, to
the South West and over to Belfast.

The option to build the Type 31e frigates in blocks reflects how the biggest
ship ever built for the Royal Navy, the 65,000-tonne HMS Queen Elizabeth, was
constructed. The aircraft carrier was built in blocks by over 10,000 people
in six main British cities. She was then assembled in Rosyth, before
commencing sea trials in June and arriving in her home port of Portsmouth
last month.

Her sister ship HMS Prince of Wales, built in the same way, is also now
structurally complete and will be officially named in a ceremony on 8
September. This method has also been tried and tested on the UK’s new polar
research ship, RRS Sir David Attenborough, with shipyards across the country
collaborating in the block build.

The Strategy is an important part of the government’s broader industrial
strategy that focuses on increasing economic growth across the country and
investing in a more skilled workforce.

The Government will work together with industry to provide the certainty and



support the need to become internationally competitive. Such a move will not
only boost the British economy and jobs, but it will also help to create a
more stable and well-protected world.

News story: ACMD warns ministers of
falling local funding for drug
treatment services

The Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD), which advises the
government on drugs of misuse and their harmful effects, found that
maintaining funding of drug treatment services is essential to preventing
drug-related death and drug-driven crime in communities. However, money
available for both youth and adult substance misuse services has fallen in
recent years.

The ACMD heard evidence of examples of funding reductions in local areas in
England, brought about through variations to existing contracts and re-
procurement of local services. For example, one local authority re-procured
its substance misuse services to achieve 32% ‘cost-efficiencies’ over a five-
year contract.

The report says the ACMD is concerned that such a loss of funding would
result in the dismantling of a drug misuse treatment system that has brought
huge improvement to the lives of people with drug and alcohol problems. If
resources are spread too thinly, the report says, the effectiveness of drug
treatment will suffer, which could lead to increased levels of blood-borne
viruses, drug-related deaths and drug-driven crime in communities.

Annette Dale-Perera, chair of the ACMD’s Recovery Committee, said:

A lack of spending on drug treatment is short-sighted and a
catalyst for disaster. England had built a world class drug
treatment system, with fast access to free, good quality drug
treatment.

This system is now being dismantled due to reductions in resources.
Unless government protect funding, the new drug strategy aspiration
of ‘effectively funded and commissioned [drug treatment] services’
will be compromised.

The ACMD received evidence that further reductions in resources were likely
because of future savings to the overall public health grant, as outlined by
Public Health England. The report also found that disruptive and frequent re-
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procurement of resources was draining vital resources and resulting in poorer
recovery outcomes.

It adds that in the complex and changing context it is difficult to see how
current levels of drug, and also alcohol, misuse treatment coverage and
outcomes can be maintained without significant extra efforts to protect
investment and quality.

In its conclusions the ACMD makes a number of recommendations including:

drug and alcohol misuse services should be mandated within local
authority budgets and/or the commissioning of drug and alcohol treatment
placed within NHS commissioning structures
transparency and clearer financial reporting on local drug misuse
treatment services should be increased in order to challenge local
disinvestment or falls in treatment penetration
the drug misuse treatment workforce should be reviewed to strike a
balance of qualified and unqualified staff and volunteers required for
effective drug misuse treatment services
links between local healthcare services and local drug treatment systems
should be strengthened
commissioning contracts should be five to ten years in length
research infrastructure and capacity within the drugs misuse field
should be addressed

Notes to editors:


