
Press release: Paedophile has
sentenced doubled under ULS scheme

A ‘House Parent’ who sexually abused children while working at a boarding
school in Torrington, Devon, will be locked up for longer. The Solicitor
General referred the original sentence to the Court of Appeal under the
Unduly Lenient Sentence scheme.

Over a 9 year period from 1980, Stephen Joyce, 66, woefully abused his
position of trust by sexually assaulting vulnerable students aged between 12
and 14. Incidents of sexual assault against one of the victims, a 12 year old
boy, would last for hours and Joyce would ‘reward’ him with chocolate eggs.
On one occasion, Joyce withheld money until the victim submitted to sexual
abuse.

After pleading guilty to all offences, Joyce received a custodial sentence of
7 years and 2 months when he attended Exeter Crown Court in May. Solicitor
General, Robert Buckland QC MP, argued that the original sentence was unduly
lenient. The Court of Appeal has today increased his sentence to 14 years 4
months.

Speaking after the hearing, the Solicitor General said:

“These young victims have been robbed of their childhood, and the abuse will
have left lasting emotional damage.

“The original sentence did not reflect the seriousness of the offending.
Crimes of this nature will not be tolerated and I am pleased that the Court
of Appeal has increased the prison term.”

News story: Drivers’ hours: changes to
fines for commercial drivers

If you drive a lorry, bus or coach, you must follow rules on how many hours
you can drive and the breaks you need to take.

The Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) can fine drivers up to £300 if
they’re caught breaking the rules. They can also be prosecuted or have their
vehicle immobilised.

At the moment, DVSA can only fine drivers for:

offences committed that day
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ongoing offences, like manipulating tachograph records, which record
drivers’ hours

Drivers will be fined for older offences
From Monday 5 March 2018, DVSA traffic examiners will start issuing on-the-
spot fines for any drivers’ hours offences committed in the last 28 days.

In a single roadside check, DVSA traffic examiners will issue fines for up to
5 drivers’ hours offences. It means you could be fined up to £1,500 in a
single check if you’ve consistently broken the rules.

It won’t matter if the offences took place in Great Britain or elsewhere.

The rules will also apply to drivers who don’t live in Great Britain.
However, they’ll need to pay any fines immediately, before being allowed to
continue their journey. DVSA will immobilise their vehicle until they pay.

Fines to deter drivers from not resting properly
As well as giving fines to drivers for recent offences, DVSA traffic
examiners have started issuing fines to deal with drivers who don’t properly
rest.

Lorry, bus and coach drivers must take a 45-hour rest break at least every
fortnight.

Since 1 November 2017, DVSA has started to fine drivers up to £300 if they
spend their full weekly rest break in their vehicle in places where it causes
a problem. For example, if a lorry driver spends their full break in the cab
of their lorry in a layby.

Illegal parking, noise and litter nuisance

Spending the weekly rest break in the cab can:

contribute to drivers not properly resting
expose drivers to poor living conditions

It can also cause problems in local communities. In some areas, lorry drivers
have parked illegally or inappropriately while taking the 45-hour break, and
have caused residents to complain about noise, litter and anti-social
behaviour.

During 2016, authorities in Kent took action against 3,700 lorry drivers for
parking illegally or inappropriately.

Targeting problem areas

DVSA traffic examiners will target places where this is causing the biggest
problems, such as residential areas and laybys.
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DVSA will also work with its counterparts in other countries to deal with
overseas operators whose drivers regularly do this.

Devastating consequences of driving tired
Crashes involving tired lorry drivers can be devastating. Almost a quarter of
injuries in accidents involving lorries are fatal or serious.

About 40% of sleep-related accidents involve commercial vehicles.

According to the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA),
driving while tired may be responsible for:

1 in 5 of all accidents
up to a quarter of serious and fatal crashes

6,300 drivers’ hours fines were given to lorry drivers by DVSA between April
2015 and March 2016

Source: Vehicle enforcement data for Great Britain

In addition to the devastation caused to families and communities, road
collisions cost the economy an estimated £16.3 billion a year, and add
pressure on the NHS and emergency services.

Protecting you from unsafe drivers and vehicles
DVSA Chief Executive, Gareth Llewellyn, said:

DVSA’s priority is to protect you from unsafe drivers and vehicles.

These tougher fines will help us to take stronger action against
any drivers or operators who break drivers’ hours rules and will
help make our roads safer.

There’s no excuse for driving while tired. The results of falling
asleep at the wheel of 40 tonne lorry can be devastating to
families and communities. Any drivers breaking these rules is
putting other road users at risk and could face losing their
licence and livelihood.

James Firth, the Freight Transport Association’s Head of Licensing Policy and
Compliance Information, said:

For some years, DVSA officers have been virtually powerless to take
effective action against non-UK HGV drivers who may have committed
a string of offences in the days and weeks before the vehicle is
stopped.

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/vehicle-enforcement-data-for-great-britain


These new powers mean the enforcement authorities will be more able
– and more likely – to take action against all drivers who are
found to have repeatedly flouted these critical road safety laws.

Press release: UK aid continues to
arrive for Hurricane Irma victims

VIDEO: Jemone’s story, a recipient of UK aid on the British Virgin Islands.

Over 60 tonnes of UK aid has now reached the Caribbean to support the victims
of Hurricane Irma, with another 60 tonnes on the way on board HMS Ocean.

British military troops along with DFID logisticians supported the
restoration of electricity to the main power station on the British Virgin
Islands as part of the ongoing recovery operation.

Six UK medical health experts have been deployed to Antigua to assess the
capacity of healthcare provisions on affected islands in the region.

The team, made up of experts from UK-Med and Public Health England, will
measure the current state of public health and any potential threat of
disease breaking out.

International Development Secretary Priti Patel said:

The Government has been working non-stop to get vital assistance to
the victims of Hurricane Irma in the last week.

Aid continues to arrive on the affected islands on a daily basis,
and we’ll continue to do all that is needed to get people back on
their feet.

We are also looking at long-term recovery on the islands. We want
to get families back into houses, and schools and hospitals working
again as soon as possible.

Yesterday (Thursday), a flight carrying aid reached Turks and Caicos Islands
delivering over 150 shelter kits and 720 litres of water.

Further flights carrying UK aid arrived in the affected areas earlier this
week. Two of these flights, headed to Anguilla, delivered nearly five tonnes
of food and water

A flight carrying three tonnes of food and water also arrived in the British
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Virgin Islands. This much-needed aid has already been distributed on Tortola
alongside 40 shelter kits in Road Town.

Elsewhere, British aid experts quickly sorted and arranged for the delivery
of 1 tonne of food aid including biscuits, fish, vegetables and sausages, in
addition to 38 packs of water and shelter kits in BVI. The items were
distributed to 130 families using a school as a shelter after their homes
were destroyed in the hurricane

A senior civil expert has been deployed to the Caribbean to coordinate the
entire UK Task Force following Hurricane Irma. Chris Austin, recently based
with DFID in Afghanistan, will oversee civilian and military operations as
part of the UK’s response.

This week, Prime Minister Theresa May announced an additional £25 million to
support Hurricane Irma recovery efforts, on top of £32 million announced last
week. The announcement takes the UK’s support to the disaster to £57 million.

The funding will continue to meet immediate needs and early recovery.

Several hospitals, schools, roads and other public services remain affected
following Hurricane Irma, and the support will help to get basic
infrastructure and services up and running again.

Additionally, the UK government is doubling any public donations made to the
Red Cross appeal for the hurricane’s victims up to £3 million.

Aid also continues to be distributed by British military personnel and the
Red Cross, coordinated by DFID.

The overall UK response today involves over 1,000 military personnel, 60
police officers, and 30 aid workers.

The aid on HMS Ocean includes over 5,000 hygiene kits containing essential
items such as soap and a torch, 500,000 water purification tablets and 10,000
buckets.

Press release: First phase of major A1
improvement to go live

From Friday (22 September) drivers will benefit from the extra capacity and
improved road information on the six mile section between Leeming and
Catterick.

Once finished, the full scheme between Leeming and Barton will complete the
missing link of motorway between London and Newcastle, using the M1 and A1
(M), as well as improving journey times and increasing safety.
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Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said:

Upgrading the A1 in a big priority for the Government and this is
the latest stage in our broad ranging investment plan for better
transport in the north, cutting congestion and journey times.

Highways England project manager, Tom Howard, said:

We are pleased to be able to open this section ahead of the main
completion to give drivers the benefits of motorway standards as
well as smoother and safer journeys.

This is an important milestone and means we are now halfway to
completing this major scheme on this vitally important route.

Over the autumn period our focus will be on the remainder of the
project including completing the local access road between Scotch
Corner and Brompton-on-Swale and opening the new Fort Bridge which
will provide and new east – west link to Catterick for pedestrians,
cyclists and drivers.

Once Fort Bridge is fully open by the middle of November, the next major
milestones will be the opening of the motorway between Scotch Corner
interchange and junction 56 at Barton, and between Catterick junction and
Scotch Corner interchange. The scheme will be fully open by Winter 2017/18.

Complicated ground conditions have impacted on the method used to stabilise
the embankment near the River Swale. This has resulted in an extension to the
planned completion date. Highways England is working with contractors to
resolve the issue as quickly as possible.

When fully open, journey times between Leeming and Barton are expected to be
reduced by approximately 20 per cent.

For more details, visit the scheme website.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/a1-leeming-to-barton-improvement/


News story: Tony Fountain to step down
from his role as Chair of Sellafield
Ltd

Tony Fountain has accepted an offer to become Chair at Essar Oil, and has
therefore decided to step down from his role as Chair of Sellafield Ltd.

He will chair his last Board later this month.

The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA) will now begin the process of
finding a suitable successor to continue the momentum created under Tony’s
tenure.

Nigel Smith, a senior independent Non-Executive Director with Sellafield Ltd,
will cover the role in the interim.

David Peattie, NDA Chief Executive Officer, said:

On behalf of the NDA, I would like to offer my sincere thanks to
Tony for his excellent leadership and contribution to the clean-up
mission at Sellafield. We wish him every success in his new role.
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