
Press release: Change of Her Majesty’s
Ambassador to Turkey
2012 – 2016 Dublin, Her Majesty’s Ambassador 2011 Tehran, Her Majesty’s
Ambassador 2008 – 2009 Washington, Deputy Head of Mission 2006 – 2007
Colombo, High Commissioner and non-Resident High Commissioner to the Republic
of Maldives 2003 – 2006 FCO, Director Europe (bilateral relations and
resources) 2002 – 2003 FCO, Director of Iraq Policy Unit 1998 – 2002
Brussels, UK Permanent Representation to the EU, Counsellor for External
relations 1996 – 1998 FCO, Assistant Private Secretary to the Foreign
Secretary 1993 – 1995 Lisbon, Head of Political section 1990 – 1992 FCO, Desk
Officer for EU regional policy and Gibraltar, Europe Directorate 1988 – 1989
FCO, Head of Section, Central Africa Department 1985 – 1988 Ankara, Third
then Second Secretary Chancery 1984 Full time language training (Turkish)
1982 – 1983 FCO Assistant Desk Officer, Southern Africa Department 1982
Joined FCO

Press release: Ice cream director out
in the cold for accounting records
failure

Robert Scappaticci, who acted as a director of Gerards Ice Cream Co Ltd, has
been disqualified for six years and six months for failing to ensure that the
company maintained or preserved adequate accounting records.

The company, which also included fast food outlets, went into Voluntary
Liquidation on 15 September 2014 with an estimated deficiency of £373,839.
However, six months prior to liquidation, the ownership of a chip shop was
transferred to a third party. Without adequate accounting records it was not
possible to verify the terms of sale or the extent to which the chip shop
business may have been an asset in the liquidation.

As a result, it is possible that a number of creditors were denied money owed
to them.

The disqualification undertaking given by Scappaticci on 2 June 2017 prevents
him from directly or indirectly becoming involved in the promotion, formation
or management of a company for the duration of the term.

Commenting on the disqualification, Robert Clarke, Group Leader of Insolvent
Investigations at The Insolvency Service, said:

In this particular case, the director transferred a valuable
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company asset, without ensuring the company operated in a
transparent way by providing sufficient records to explain the
transfer. As a result, innocent creditors may have lost out.

This disqualification should serve as a reminder to other company
directors tempted to operate in a similar way, that the Insolvency
Service will rigorously pursue enforcement action and seek to
remove them from the market place.

Notes to editors

Scappaticci’s date of birth is 20 September 1974 and he resides in Didsbury,
Manchester.

Gerards Ice Cream Co Ltd (CRO No. 03710255) was incorporated on 9 February
1999 and traded from William Street, Ardwick, Manchester. The company traded
as an Ice Cream manufacturer and wholesaler whilst also retailing both ice
cream and fast food from various sites in Manchester.

Scappaticci’s Undertaking was accepted by the Secretary of State on 05 June
2017 and his period of disqualification will commence on 26 June 2017

A disqualification order has the effect that without specific permission of a
court, a person with a disqualification cannot:

act as a director of a company
take part, directly or indirectly, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company or limited liability partnership
be a receiver of a company’s property

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings. Persons subject
to a disqualification order are bound by a range of other restrictions.

The Insolvency Service, an executive agency sponsored by the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), administers the insolvency
regime, and aims to deliver and promote a range of investigation and
enforcement activities both civil and criminal in nature, to support fair and
open markets. We do this by effectively enforcing the statutory company and
insolvency regimes, maintaining public confidence in those regimes and
reducing the harm caused to victims of fraudulent activity and to the
business community, including dealing with the disqualification of directors
in corporate failures.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/corporate-insolvency-effect-of-a-disqualification-order
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/insolvency-service


Press release: Ministers bang the drum
for British tech in Nordic countries
and Asia

Culture Secretary backs UK digital economy at leading Nordic tech hubs
Digital Minister takes cyber trade mission to tap huge markets in
Singapore and promote UK fintech sector in Tokyo

Karen Bradley will travel to Finland and Sweden where she will set out the
Government’s commitment to growing the UK’s digital economy which is already
worth more than £118 billion a year and employs more than 1.4 million people.

Matt Hancock will be leading a trade mission of UK cyber firms to Singapore
and follow the Prime Minister’s recent trip to Japan with another ministerial
visit to the country to deepen ties and build new trade connections.

Both will promote the benefits of investing in the UK and the benefits of
collaboration with UK companies. They will set out that the UK remains a
strong place for investment with particular strengths across the tech sector,
including in AI, govtech, gaming and cyber security, and that the 2017 Tech
Nation report placed the figure for tech investment in the UK at £6.8bn.

Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Karen Bradley said:

Britain has become an undisputed European hub for tech investment,
with twice as much investment in tech as any other European
country, and plans set out in our recent Digital Strategy will help
make sure this continues. I’ll be in FInland and Sweden to showcase
and promote the UK’s booming digital economy and outline how deeper
collaboration with our world-leading companies can benefit both
regions.

Minister for Digital Matt Hancock said:

The UK is a world leader in cyber security and our industry is
thriving with exports worth nearly £1.5 billion last year. I’m
determined to help the next generation of firms grow as we build a
truly global Britain and hope to make real progress by leading a
delegation including some of the nation’s most innovative
businesses.

Tech firm growth in the UK is spread right across the country, with more than
two thirds of UK investment in the sector outside London last year. The
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ministers will say that since 2001 new technologies have created 3.5m new
jobs in the UK and London has more people working in fintech than any other
city in the world – standing at 44,000 in 2016.

The Nordic region is the fastest growing start-up region in Europe, so the
Secretary of State will:

meet investors and companies at two of the region’s leading tech hubs:
Helsinki’s Start-up Sauna, which includes Leadfeeder, a start-up with
partners in the UK, and Stockholm’s Sup46, which produced Skype and
Spotify and brought a delegation to London Tech Week in June this year.

visit established telecoms company Ericsson where she will promote
further cooperation in next generation mobile technology, 5G. The UK is
at the forefront of testing and trialing the technology and Swedish firm
Ericsson is currently collaborating on one of the Government’s £16 5G
test networks at King’s College in London, announced earlier this year.

highlight the UK’s expertise as she visits Finland’s Centre of
Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats and Sweden’s Civil
Contingencies Agency. This follows a recent Swedish delegation visiting
the UK’s world-leading National Cyber Security Centre.

The UK is a world leader in cyber security and committed to working with
like-minded partners to target and defend against threats. The cyber security
sector in Britain has grown from an estimated £2.8bn in 2011 to £22 billion
in 2015. The UK’s cyber security workforce has increased by 160 per cent
since 2011.

Digital Minister Matt Hancock will:

lead a UK cyber security delegation, including companies such as Deep
Secure, Digital Shadows, Immersive Labs and NNC Group, to Singapore
International Cyber Week at the GovWare Conference. In the same week DiT
and InnovateUK will also lead other trade missions to the TechInnovation
event.

open the Singapore International Cyber Week to engage an audience of
international ministers on the UK’s priorities and showcase the UK as a
world leader in digital, tech and cyber innovation.

visit Japan to celebrate the work of the UK’s hugely successful video
games industry on a visit to Sega, the nation’s leadership in digital
innovation as he visits Sony, and promote the country’s fintech, AI,
robotics and 5G sectors.



The Government’s recent Digital Strategy followed the Government’s Industrial
Strategy which aims to create an economy that helps Britain secure a future
as a competitive, global nation.

The Industrial Strategy is about finding and seizing the opportunities to
work more productively to create the conditions that boost earning power for
everyone throughout the UK – its people, places and companies.

The ministers will also make the point the UK is an excellent place to visit
and receives more than 1 million visits from Sweden and Finland combined to
the every year and more than 400,000 from Japan and Singapore.

Notes to editors

Media enquiries – accredited journalists only: DCMS News and Communications
team – 020 7211 2210

Press release: PM heads to Canada to
secure ambitious future trade and
investment relationship

The two leaders are expected to agree that the EU-Canada Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) has significant potential to boost
transatlantic prosperity – and should be swiftly transitioned to form a new
bilateral arrangement between the UK and Canada after Brexit.

They are expected to agree the establishment of a new joint working group to
prepare the ground for transitioning the deal.

This will be the 13th working group we have established across 18 countries
since the EU referendum to begin work on ambitious post-Brexit trade deals.

The Prime Minister will also welcome the appointment of her new trade envoy
to Canada, Andrew Percy.

Mr Percy will drive forward work to build the strongest possible bilateral
trade and investment relationship.

The UK is already the second biggest destination for Canadian investment
abroad, after only the US.

Our bilateral trade relationship is worth £15.2 billion annually to both our
economies, with £1.75 billion Canadian money having been invested in the UK
since March.

The UK has been a leading champion of CETA as an EU member. The ambitious
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deal eliminates nearly all (98%) Canadian import duties – a significant boon
for those looking to export to the country.

And transitioning the benefits of CETA will now create massive opportunities
for trade between Britain and Canada once we have left the EU.

The UK has over 10,000 companies exporting goods to Canada, supporting around
240,000 jobs in the UK. The elimination of Canadian import duties is expected
to particularly benefit the British food and drink sector, with the wines and
spirits industry benefitting from the immediate removal of tariffs for wines
and spirit products entering Canada. Non-tariff barriers for alcohol products
will also be reduced, improving conditions and opportunities for UK
exporters.

In Canada, the Prime Minister will also host a business roundtable event with
major Canadian investors into the UK.

The Prime Minister and Mr Trudeau are expected to agree that Canada is a
natural partner for the UK in building a rules-based international system and
strengthening and improving the WTO to ensure a global economy that works for
everyone.

A number of commercial deals are expected to be announced during the visit.

These include the expansion of Vancouver-based social media company Hootsuite
in London, the expansion of Tesco’s product range to 100 West Coast
supermarkets by the end of this year, and the Turner and Townsend £34 million
contract to oversee refurbishment of part of the Canadian Parliament – which
the Prime Minister is due to visit on Monday.

This is a significant show of confidence in the UK economy and our prospects
for post-Brexit trade and investment.

Speaking ahead of the visit, the Prime Minister said:

Canada and the United Kingdom have a long shared history.

British and Canadian soldiers, sailors and airmen and women have
fought and died alongside each other in the pursuit of freedom,
including at the Battle of Britain, where 23 brave Canadian
servicemen lost their lives.

We have developed the institutions of Westminster democracy,
personal rights, and the common law. And we celebrate together our
shared monarchy, and close ties of family and friendship.

My visit to Canada today is not only about recognising our past but
also looking ahead to our bright future. We are both countries with
ambitions to lead on the world stage and progressive values that
underpin those ambitions – values including the importance of free
trade, and respect for international law.



When we come together and work as one to project our shared values
on the world stage, we form a powerful union.

Further information:

Business roundtable event attendees:

Neil Bruce, CEO, SNC Lavalin
Dave McKay, CEO, Royal Bank of Canada
Mark Machin, CEO, Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPPIB)
Ryan Holmes, CEO, Hootsuite
Janet De Silva, CEO, Toronto Board of Trade
Michael Sabia, CEO, Caisse de depot et placement du Quebec
Alain Bellemare, CEO, Bombardier
Janet Ecker, CEO, Toronto Financial Services Alliance
John Manley, CEO, Business Council of Canada
Anne Healey, CEO BAE Systems Canada
Pavi Binning, Weston Group

Press release: Welsh Secretary marks
20 years of devolution in Wales

Devolution in Wales has come a long way over the 20 years since the
referendum. The Senedd is now an established part of our constitutional
landscape – taking critical decisions on matters that affect everyday lives.

I am pleased with the contribution that the UK Government has made to the
devolution journey in recent years. It has been a true re-writing of the
devolution settlement – the most far reaching and significant package of
powers ever devolved to Wales.

We have facilitated the 2011 referendum which saw the Assembly take on full
law-making powers; established the Silk Commission to consider further
devolution of powers; steered the Wales Act through Parliament and introduced
a fiscal framework that guarantees fair funding for Wales for the long term.

We have also helped to put real power into the hands of the Welsh people at a
local level through the Swansea and Cardiff City Region deals – we have the
same ambition for a growth deal for North Wales – and have committed to
scrapping tolls on the Severn Crossings.

We are now in another period of change for Welsh devolution – the devolution
of powers that are repatriated when we leave the EU. We have been clear from
the outset that the outcome of the process will be an increase in the
decision-making powers of the Assembly and the Welsh Government.
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It is important to recognise that the UK Government will not devolve and
forget. We now challenge the Welsh Government to generate growth, champion
innovation, increase productivity and deliver better public services. That is
what people in Wales want and that is what they deserve.


