
Northern Irish start-up beats
established competitors to win
transformative export contract

Press release

Northern Ireland-based Circular Group used the General Export Facility from
UK Export Finance to secure a major £4m competitive contract

The finance from UK Export Finance and HSBC UK helped them secure a £4m
contract beating off competition from larger, more established
businesses.
The Northern Irish start-up is now looking to expand to new markets in
North America, Europe and Asia, with exports expected to soar to 75%
over the next 36 months.
Circular Group’s wet processing systems are environmentally friendly,
maximising natural resources such as natural sand & aggregates – helping
to extend reserves of this finite material for future generations

A Northern Irish-based start-up has secured a major recycling contract, on
the back of a £2.1m support package from HSBC UK with an 80% guarantee from
UK Export Finance (UKEF). The business is now seeking to expand across North
America, Europe and Asia and create extra jobs in Northern Ireland and key
export markets.

Circular Group designs, manufactures, delivers and installs systems for the
sand, aggregates and construction and demolition waste recycling sectors –
with the latter re-directing significant volumes of waste from landfill and
reprocessing into valuable sand and aggregates for commercial resale.
Launching in March 2020, just as the pandemic took hold, Circular Group was
given the opportunity to tender for a £4 million contract.

Up against three established companies, Circular Group’s innovative approach,
coupled with the most advanced technology on the market put them in pole
position. As part of the tender process the end customer required advance
payment guarantees to form part of the purchase contract. Circular Group
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quickly approached HSBC and UKEF for support, given the company’s limited
trading history. Circular Group was able to secure the contract with the
support of UKEF’s General Export Facility (GEF). The Group is now looking to
new global export markets and expects the export portion of its revenue to
grow to 75% in the next 36 months.

Sand is the world’s second most-used raw material after water – the UN
estimates as much as 40 billion tonnes is extracted and consumed globally per
year in the construction industry alone. However, sand mining is having a
major impact on rivers, and coastal and marine ecosystems. Wet processing
construction waste that is currently directed to landfill produces commercial
grade sand from construction waste, thus protecting the natural reserves of
this resource for future generations.

Liz McCrory, UKEF Export Finance Manager for Northern Ireland
said:

Highly advanced, innovative systems like that produced by Circular
Group are crucial in protecting our planet’s natural reserves for
future generations.

The fact that it could stand its ground in a highly competitive
market demonstrates the strength of its proposition. With GEF
support it’s incredible to see this start-up now ready to expand
around the world and help more countries in their efforts to drive
a more sustainable future.

Eoin Heron, co-owner of Circular Group said:

We are passionate about promoting a circular economy and protecting
our environment for future generations. The support from UKEF and
the GEF facility has been a genuine game-changer. By ensuring we
could be a serious contender for a major project, it helped our
business unlock multi-million-pound contracts, grow exponentially
in a relatively short time, and create more jobs in the process.
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Pakistani activist receives
Commonwealth Points of Light Award

World news story

Pakistani lawyer and activist Tahera Hasan received the Commonwealth Points
of Light Award for her efforts promoting the wellbeing of orphaned, abandoned
and stateless children.

Points of Light Awards are given to outstanding individual volunteers who are
making a positive change in their community.

Having been a strong supporter of adoption, Hasan specialises in family law
and custody cases. She founded the Imkaan Welfare Organisation in 2012, which
now runs a shelter and recreational centre for orphaned and abandoned
children in Karachi’s Machar Colony, a squatter settlement home to nearly
700,000 people. Hasan has also set up a mother and child healthcare centre
there.

In addition, Hasan helps in the adoption of orphans and stateless children,
helping reduce both infanticide and child abandonment. Imkaan, she says, was
found on the principle that “each and every child not only has the right to
live but to thrive”.

Tahera Hasan said:

It is an honour and privilege to receive the Points of Light Award.
It is a recognition for the work of all those involved on a day-to-
day basis, highlighting and fighting for the rights of stateless
and marginalised communities in Pakistan. The right to citizenship,
identity and more specifically children’s rights, is a neglected
subject. This award goes a step forward in bringing these issues to
the forefront.

UK High Commissioner to Pakistan Dr Christian Turner said:
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Tahera is making a big impact on the lives of some of the most
vulnerable children in Pakistan. This recognition of her work is a
testimony to the long-standing and deep ties that UK, Pakistan and
other Commonwealth nations share.

Notes to editors:

The Commonwealth Points of Light Award runs in parallel with the UK1.
Points of Light Award which has been in place since 2014 (the British
Prime Minister makes an award and sends a letter to the recipient).

In the run up to the 2018 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, one2.
outstanding volunteer from each of the Commonwealth nations was
recognised with an award. Following the success of the programme, The
Queen continues to award one volunteer from each country every week and
sign a certificate for each winner. Awards are recommended by British
High Commissioners in collaboration with Commonwealth nations.

In June 2020, the British High Commissioner Dr Christian Turner briefed3.
The Queen on Pakistan’s Commonwealth Point of Light award winners,
Huzaifa Ahmed and Hassaan Shah of the organisation Rizq to celebrate
Volunteers’ Week.

For more information, visit Points of Light website4.

More information about Imkaan Welfare Trust can be found here5.

For updates on the British High Commission, please follow our social media
channels:

Contact
British High Commission
Islamabad
tel. 0300 500 5306
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Projects Fund 2022 to 2023 in Ukraine

The British Embassy Kyiv invites proposals for project work under the Small
Projects Fund for the period from 15 July 2022 to 15 March 2023.

The deadline for submitting proposals is 5pm (Kyiv time) on 15 June 2022.

The British Embassy Kyiv uses its Small Projects Fund (SPF) to complement
work funded by the large-scale programmes in Ukraine via funding small-scale
quick-win projects or activities aimed at leveraging bigger funding, at
providing unique UK expertise in areas of top priority for the Ukrainian
government or at obtaining insights into new areas of activity for future
interventions.

The programme will focus on the following areas:

support to local self-government in certain oblasts or territorial
communities to effectively rebuild their areas after the war, focusing
on various areas from pilot awareness campaigns on keeping safe from
unexploded remnants of war, to education and social support, working
with local civil society organisations and think tanks, therefore
building better networks at the sub-national level and reaching out to
particular parts of Ukraine where larger CSSF programmes are less likely
to operate

support to civil society and think tanks focusing on planning
reconstruction of Ukraine in line with its reform agenda, working in
close cooperation with the key domestic and international stakeholders,
therefore ensuring that civil society views are taken into consideration
and reflected in the plan; as well as focusing on other specific areas
working with IDPs and other vulnerable groups which need quick support,
with projects can serve as pilots to inform larger-scale work, policy
and programming decisions, providing a framework for understanding
developments in Ukraine for the wider international community and
keeping Ukraine prominent on the international agenda

Notes
Successful projects should have sustainable outcomes and should clearly
identify the change that will be brought about. They may also build on
projects by other organisations, complementing their efforts. All bids should
make clear how they complement existing activities supported by other donors
and international partners, and how work in the regions complements national
level activity.

The minimum indicative funding for projects is £20,000 and maximum £50,000.
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This may be in addition to co-funding and self-funding contributions; indeed
this will be considered a merit. Our funding is for the UK financial year
2022 to 2023 only (projects must be implemented and all payments made by 15
March 2023). Where appropriate, bidders are encouraged to describe how their
project could be further scaled-up if additional funding became available.

Administrative costs (office rent, project management and bookkeeper rates,
utilities, communications, stationery, bank charges etc) must not exceed 8%
of the total project budget. We are unable to fund academic courses or
research, English language courses, the purchase of IT or other equipment.

The British Embassy Kyiv will carry out due diligence of potential grantees,
including seeking references, as part of the selection process.

Bidding is competitive and only selected projects will receive funding. The
Embassy reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without
incurring any obligation to inform the affected applicant(s) of the grounds
of such acceptance or rejection. Due to the volume of bids expected we will
not be able to provide feedback on unsuccessful bids.

Bidding process
Bidders should fill in the standard Project Proposal Form (ODT, 44 KB) and
include a breakdown of project costs in the Activity-Based Budget (ODS, 20.3
KB). We will not consider proposals submitted in other formats. Budgets must
be Activity Based Budgets (ABB), all costs should be indicated in GBP (not
UAH).

Successful bids must demonstrate Gender Equality Minimum Score 1 (according
to the OECD DAC Definition and minimum recommended criteria for gender
equality policy marker), have a gender equality objective explicit in the
project documentation and an explanation of a positive impact of the project
on advancing gender equality. If the project is designed with the principal
intention of advancing gender equality, it must have outcomes on gender
equality and outputs that contribute to these outcomes.

All projects or activities must align with the Paris Agreement on Climate
Change and assess climate and environmental impact and risks, taking steps to
ensure that no environmental harm is done and, where relevant, support
adaptation.

Successful implementers should be able to receive project funding in GBP (UK
pound sterling) and open a GBP bank account for the project.

Proposals should be sent to the British Embassy Kyiv at
Kyiv.Projects@fco.gov.uk by 5pm (Kyiv time) on 15 June 2022. In the subject
line, please indicate the name of the bidder. We aim to evaluate proposals by
the end of June. Approved projects will commence in July 2022.
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Evaluation criteria
Proposals will be evaluated against the following criteria:

fit to programme objectives: the extent to which the proposal addresses
the issues
quality of project: how well defined and relevant the outcome is and how
outputs will deliver this change; ability to leverage bigger funding
would be an advantage
value for money: the value of the expected project outcomes, the level
of funding requested and institutional contribution
previous experience: evidence of the project team’s understanding of the
issue and of its regional activities, ability to manage and deliver a
successful project, through work done to date in the area or in related
fields
gender-sensitive approach and alignment with the Paris Agreement on
Climate Change – as indicated above; the proposals will be assessed by a
mixed gender panel

State-of-the-art tree health
laboratory opens to help protect UK
forests

A state-of-the-art laboratory conducting innovative research into tree pests
and diseases has been officially opened today (Friday 13 May) by Defra and
the Forestry Commission, as part of National Plant Health Week.

The £5.8 million Forest Research Holt Laboratory, located within the Alice
Holt Forest in Surrey, will bring together leading scientists to undertake
research on pests and pathogens which could be detrimental or seriously
damaging to our forests. This will inform UK-wide efforts to combat ongoing
pest and disease outbreaks, including from Oak processionary moth, Ips
typographus and Phytophthora pluvialis, as well as emerging potential threats
from abroad as a result of our warming climate, such as Emerald ash borer and
Citrus longhorn beetle.

The launch of the Holt Laboratory and the Centre for Forest Protection
represents a significant expansion of the UK’s capacity and capability to
combat tree pests and diseases and manage emerging threats, including climate
change. By assessing the pests and pathogens in a contained laboratory,
scientists from Forest Research – Great Britain’s principal organisation for
forestry and tree-related research – will be able to study them in a safe and
controlled manner using cutting-edge technology and equipment.
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New statistics released by Forest Research today show a record number of tree
pests and diseases are being reported. The TreeAlert service received 3790
reports from the public over the past year (April 2021 –- March 2022) – a
nearly 25% increase on the previous year. The most commonly reported pest and
disease were Oak processionary moth and Ash dieback, respectively.

Minister for Biosecurity, Lord Benyon said:

This is a significant moment and important expansion of the UK’s
capacity to overcome tree pests and diseases – and protect our
forests.

Six months on from COP26 and Royal Assent of our Environment Act,
it is fitting to be bringing forward cutting-edge research that
will be central to keeping our trees healthy and resilient as we
deliver on our ambitious commitment to treble tree planting rates
by the end of this Parliament.

Chair of the Forestry Commission, Sir William Worsley said:

The threat to the health of our trees from pests and diseases is
real and increasing. Trees are vital economic, environmental and
social assets and so it is imperative that we do all we can to
reduce these threats.

The opening of this new laboratory demonstrates the significant
investment that the Government and the Forestry Commission are
making to ensure the long-term resilience of our trees.

Forest Research Chief Executive, James Pendlebury said:

Pests and diseases pose an existential threat to our treescapes.
The research conducted at the Holt Laboratory as part of the Centre
for Forest Protection will be pivotal in our long-term ability to
combat these threats and safeguard our treescapes for future
generations.

This state-of-the-art facility builds on a long-term programme to
protect our trees and forests from existing threats and ensures
that we are at the forefront of defence against future risks.

Professor Richard Buggs, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, said:

Kew and Forest Research have been collaborating together on tree
health issues for some time now, so it’s great to be coming
together into a formal partnership for the Centre for Forest
Protection.

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/tree-alert/


Together, we can devise new ways to protect our trees and enhance
their resilience. Ash dieback, acute oak decline, Dutch elm
disease, here we come!

The Centre for Forest Protection, a new collaborative, virtual research
network led jointly by Forest Research and Royal Botanic Gardens Kew also
launches today with a mission to protect forests, woodlands and trees from
environmental and socioeconomic threats now and in the future. This will
involve innovative science, interdisciplinary research, expert advice, and
training – supporting scientists across the UK and around the world. The
broad remit of research and knowledge sharing will include investigations
into understanding the genetic basis for resistance to high impact pests like
ash dieback, which could inform future breeding programmes or reintroduction
strategies for vulnerable species like ash and elm. Many of the forward-
thinking research projects undertaken as part of the Centre for Forest
Protection will be conducted at the Holt Laboratory. The successful launch of
the Centre for Forest Protection delivers on a key commitment outlined in the
England Trees Action Plan, which sets out the Government’s long-term plan for
England’s trees, woodlands and forests.

Today’s announcement also comes ahead of the publication in summer this year
of the new GB Plant Biosecurity Strategy, which will set out a biosecurity
vision for the UK for the next five years. Building upon work achieved under
the existing strategy published in 2014, the Strategy aims to deliver a step
change in our plant health protections, actions and behaviours.

Public vigilance is a key part of the fight against tree disease. You can
look out for any unusual symptoms – like leaf discolouration or ‘bleeding’
lesions – on trees and report any sightings via TreeAlert, the Forestry
Commission’s online tree pest and disease reporting tool. The call to report
diseases is being made as part of the third annual National Plant Health Week
(9-15th May).

Government cracks down on companies
for creating “plague of potholes”

utility companies will face financial penalties more easily for poor
quality road works and leaving behind potholes
move will help drivers save money on tyre and car damages caused by
uneven road surfaces
new measures to help speed-up broadband rollout nationwide and ease
congestion

Motorists will benefit from smoother journeys, better connected communities
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and reduced congestion, as the government introduces new measures to penalise
companies responsible for leaving potholes on the country’s roads after
carrying out street works.

It is expected the new law change could prevent thousands of potholes being
left behind by utility companies nationwide and will ensure more roads are
resurfaced to a high standard. This will spare motorists from damage to car
tyres or suspensions caused by driving over potholes, helping them save money
on expensive repairs.

A new performance-based inspections regime will be introduced, where the
worst performing utility companies whose road works fail to meet strict
standards will face financial penalties. These companies will go on to be
inspected more regularly by local authorities to ensure their work meets
rigorous criteria and they leave roads in a good condition.

While the majority of companies carry out street works to a high standard and
pass inspections, utility companies are on average failing 9% of the
inspections that are carried out, and the worst performing utility company is
failing a significant 63% of its inspections.

The new regime supports the government’s commitment to improving transport
and infrastructure at a local level, ensuring people across the country can
more easily access local work, education and opportunities while reducing car
maintenance costs.

Plans unveiled today will also help telecoms operators rollout broadband
nationwide and ease congestion by mandating live updates on roadworks are
improved.

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said:

The plague of potholes is the menace of our roads. That’s why I’m
ensuring companies who create them and leave roads in a poor state
can be held to account more easily – protecting drivers from unfair
repair costs.

We’ve already invested billions of pounds into roads maintenance,
helping local authorities keep their highways well maintained and
I’ll continue working to make sure all road-users around the
country can enjoy the safe, world-class infrastructure they
deserve.

Roads Minister Baroness Vere said:

I’m sure all drivers have felt frustrated by the potholes we see on
some of our roads, which can damage our vehicles and make journeys
a misery. That’s why we’re changing the law to ensure companies
won’t be able to get away with poor quality road works for much
longer.



The changes we’re bringing in will also help to keep motorists
updated with live traffic updates – easing congestion. This is a
clear victory for motorists and all road users who will be able to
enjoy smoother, safer journeys.

RAC Head of Roads Policy, Nicholas Lyes, said:

While roadworks are frustrating at the best of times, it’s even
worse when utility companies leave roads in a sub-standard state
when the temporary traffic lights are finally removed.

Poorly carried out reinstatement work very often leads to road
surfaces breaking down, unnecessarily causing potholes much to the
annoyance of drivers.

Introducing a performance-based inspections scheme should force
utilities companies to raise their game and should ultimately lead
to smoother and safer journeys for all road users.

The move follows the government investing more than £5 billion over 2020 to
2025 into highways maintenance, including the Potholes Fund announced at
Budget 2020. This funding settlement allows local authorities to plan
effectively for managing their roads and is enough to fill millions of
potholes a year, repair dozens of bridges, and resurface roads up and down
the country.

The measures will also help to ease congestion on roads up and down the
country. Companies will now be required to provide local authorities and the
Department for Transport’s street manager service with more up to date and
accurate data on live road works.

Companies will be asked to provide information about when works start and
stop at weekends and all local authorities must send start/stop information
about their works. This will update sat navs and other apps so motorists are
aware of where road works are happening and can avoid those areas –
preventing traffic from building up.

Plans will also help speed up broadband rollout across the country, through
exemptions to restrictions on works for new customer connections. One third
of all road works are carried out by telecoms operators. The government will
allow exemptions to restrictions which prevent or slow down these companies
applying to carry out necessary works.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/budget-2020-documents
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