
News story: Benefit reassessments
stopped for those most in need

Coming into effect from today (29 September 2017), claimants in the
Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) support group and Universal Credit
(UC) recipients with limited capability for work and work-related activity
will no longer need to be reassessed if they:

have a severe, lifelong disability, illness or health condition
are unlikely to ever be able to move into work

See Employment and Support Allowance and Universal Credit: changes to the
Work Capability Assessment for more information.

Press release: PM meeting with Prime
Minister Szydło: 29 September 2017

Prime Minister Theresa May met with Polish Prime Minister Szydło, while
in Estonia.

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

“Prime Minister Theresa May and Prime Minister Beata Szydło this afternoon
held a bilateral meeting at the Tallinn Digital Summit in Estonia.

The Polish Prime Minister welcomed last week’s Florence speech and stressed
the importance of reaching an early settlement on citizens’ rights.

PM May said this was a shared priority, good progress was being made in the
talks and that she wanted to give certainty to Polish and other EU citizens
living in the UK.

PM Szydło and PM May agreed on the importance of Poland having a strong
relationship with the UK after Brexit, pointing to the two countries’ many
shared projects, family ties and history.

The two leaders agreed the next UK-Poland Summit will take place in Poland on
December 21.

The bilateral summit – the second of its kind – will bring together senior
ministers from both countries to discuss cooperation in areas such as foreign
affairs, defence and security, and trade and investment.”
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News story: Brexit Minister visits
university and businesses in Northern
Ireland

Minister Robin Walker has heard directly from people, groups and businesses
in Northern Ireland about the opportunities and challenges of Brexit, as part
of the Government’s ongoing commitment to work with all parts of the UK on
our withdrawal.

Visiting alongside Northern Ireland Minister Chloe Smith, Robin Walker met
representatives from a number of key sectors, including higher education and
business. The trip took in Ulster University’s Belfast campus, recycling and
waste management company Re-Gen Waste in Newry, a visit to the border, and
the CBI’s under-35s forum for promising future business leaders.

The Minister also saw the regeneration of Belfast Harbour and heard how
Belfast is becoming a major hub for inward investment. It is the world’s
number one international investment location for financial services
technology and cyber security firms, and has seen 1,200 new cyber security
related jobs created over the past five years.

The Minister used the visit to hear first hand about the opportunities and
challenges that the UK’s exit from the EU could present to Northern Ireland,
and to reiterate the Government’s commitment to ensuring the specific
interests of Northern Ireland are a priority in the talks. The visit is part
of a wider programme of engagement with all parts of the UK on Brexit, and
builds on previous visits to Northern Ireland by Minister Robin Walker and
Secretary of State David Davis to discuss our EU withdrawal.

The Government has published a comprehensive paper which outlines the UK’s
position on addressing the unique circumstances of Northern Ireland and the
land border with Ireland. It makes clear the Government’s commitment to
avoiding any physical infrastructure at the border.

Minister for Exiting the EU, Robin Walker said:

As we look to leave the EU, we’ve been absolutely clear that we
want to hear from people and businesses across all parts of the UK
about the specific opportunities and challenges Brexit represents
to them.

Because of its land border and shared history with Ireland,
Northern Ireland of course has unique issues relating to Brexit
that we’ve committed to address as a priority. That’s why we’ve set
out our proposals to ensure we protect the Belfast Agreement in the
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negotiations, and ensure the land border is as seamless and
frictionless as possible for people and businesses.

I’ve had the chance to speak with a wide range of groups during
this trip – and it’s an opportunity that’s proved invaluable. I had
the pleasure of meeting with some of Belfast’s brightest young
business leaders, who demonstrated to me the breadth of talent and
opportunity the City has to offer. It is clear that Belfast is
putting itself on the map as a hub for innovation and foreign
direct investment. We want to ensure this trend continues –
delivering EU exit in a way that works for all parts of the UK.

Northern Ireland Minister Chloe Smith said:

The UK Government is completely committed to finding a practical
solution for the movement of people and goods across the border, as
we recognise the unique economic, historical and geographical
circumstances between Northern Ireland and Ireland. We are clear we
do not want any obstacles between the UK and our closest trading
partner, Ireland.

The Government is working for a successful outcome that brings more
economic opportunities for the future of everyone in Northern
Ireland and preserves stability in Northern Ireland.

News story: Lord Duncan visits Lewis
and Harris

The Minister’s visit to Lewis and Harris concludes a summer of engagement by
Lord Duncan across Scotland, including visits to the Shetland Isles,
Aberdeen, Inverness, Elgin, St. Andrews, Glasgow, Perth and Paisley.

The visit also follows Scottish Secretary David Mundell’s recent visit to
Skye, as the UK Government ensures it is listening to the priorities of
Scottish businesses as we prepare to leave the EU.

Lord Duncan met with representatives from the Na h-Eileanan Siar and MG Alba,
as well as visiting the Harris Tweed Shawbost Mill and Isle of Harris
Distillers, to see the trading opportunities for two global brands, home and
abroad.

Touring the Isle of Harris Distillery

Speaking after his visit, Lord Duncan said:
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It is good to be back on the islands. I spent many summers on
Donald MacInnes’ converted fishing boat touring from Lewis to
Barra. Much has changed since then. Back then the Harris Distillery
was just a plot of land!

The purpose of the visit – aside from enjoying the traditional
islands hospitality – was to listen to the voices from the islands
to ensure that it is heard and heeded as the Brexit negotiations
unfold.

This trip has been a fantastic opportunity to speak with key
sectors and individuals, listening to how we can ensure Brexit
offers a bright future for our traditional industries.

Brexit is about strengthening devolution and bringing decision-
making powers to Scotland. It is essential that Na h-Eileanan Siar
stands ready to seize the opportunity.

News story: DASA showcases innovation
at DSEI 2017

DSEI (Defence and Security Equipment International) 2017 was held in London
from 12 to 15 September. The industry defence and security exhibition
attracted more than 35,000 visitors, providing DASA a great opportunity to
network with existing and potential partners and to showcase how we find,
fund and exploit innovations for benefit and support of UK defence and
security.

We were delighted to showcase and demonstrate products from Oxbotica, Close
Air Solutions, Folium Optics and Glyndwr Innovations on the stand throughout
the week.

Innovation networking
On Tuesday 12 September, we held a seminar followed by an Innovation Network
Event at the Innovation Hub. At our seminar, Lucy Mason, Head of the Defence
and Security Accelerator gave an update on DASA activities. She also
announced changes to our Open Call for Innovation competition. The one page
pitch pilot is already proving popular and has received several entries.

Finding, funding and exploiting innovation for UK Defence and Security
presentation

Jim Pennycook, Innovation Partner then explained what funding and support
opportunities DASA can offer industry and academic innovators if their
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product or service could meet one of the defence and security challenges.

Challenges and opportunities with the Defence and Security Accelerator

Close Air Solutions and Oxbotica, organisations who have received funding
from DASA, explained how DASA had helped them develop their product so it was
fit for the defence and/or security market.

Innovation into exploitation
Lucy Mason also took part in a panel discussion on ‘Innovation to
Exploitation’ with the UK Defence Solutions Centre (UKDSC).

Last mile winners announced
The Minister for Defence Procurement, Harriett Baldwin MP, also announced the
winners to our Autonomous Last Mile competition. This development will shape
and transform the way the British Army supplies front line troops in the
future.

https://www.slideshare.net/MOD_CDE/dasa-jim-pennycook-challenge-and-opportunity-dsei-2017?qid=29d2807e-8522-4460-af4f-9e19d6c7adfa&v=&b=&from_search=1
http://www.closeairsolutions.com/
https://www.oxbotica.ai/
http://www.ukdsc.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/autonomy-on-the-frontline-last-mile-challenge-winners-announced
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/autonomy-on-the-frontline-last-mile-challenge-winners-announced

