News story: UK Government Ministers to
Engage Further with Scottish
Parliament Over EU (Withdrawal) Bill

Three UK Government ministers will today [Wednesday 8 November] appear before
Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) to discuss the EU
(Withdrawal) Bill.

The Ministers’ evidence sessions are part of an extensive and ongoing
engagement with the devolved administrations on Brexit, including on ensuring
that the UK has a functioning statute book at the point we leave the EU.

Speaking ahead of his appearance at the Committee, Mr Mundell said:

The EU (Withdrawal) Bill is a key piece of legislation to ensure
that the UK has a functioning statute book at the point we leave
the EU. Ensuring stability, certainty and a smooth transition is
vital for people and business right across the UK.

Myself, Robin Walker and Chris Skidmore will give evidence today at
two Scottish Parliament Committees. This is part of extensive and
ongoing engagement with the Scottish Government and Scottish
Parliament on Brexit. Those discussions include looking at where
new powers will come to Holyrood and where we will need common
frameworks, to ensure there is certainty and no new barriers to
trade for Scottish businesses and consumers.

People in Scotland, rightly, expect their two governments to work
together and we want to work collaboratively with the Scottish
Government and MSPs on Brexit.

The UK Government has committed to seeking legislative consent for this Bill
in the usual way, and has made clear it places great value on the scrutiny of
the Scottish Parliament and ongoing engagement with the Scottish Government.

The EU (Withdrawal) Bill will start its Commons Committee stage on 14
November 2017.
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News story: David Mundell Promoting
Scottish Trade on Norway Trip

Mr Mundell will meet companies behind the important economic links between
Scotland and Norway, including Statoil, Statkraft and Aker Solutions. He will
also meet a number of Norwegian businesses operating in Scotland, and will
highlight to them the opportunities of continuing to invest in Scotland.

Mr Mundell will also meet with, and subsequently be joined for part of his
visit by, State Secretary Jens Frolich Holte from the Norwegian Government’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Speaking ahead of his trip Mr Mundell said:

As the UK prepares to leave the EU, we want to secure a new
economic partnership with Europe, and build and strengthen our
trade relationships around the world. Scottish companies will be at
the forefront of that. Scotland’s skills, products and services are
highly regarded globally, and we will build on that as we strike
ambitious new trade deals.

Scotland is also a great place for companies to invest and operate.
A number of Norwegian companies have extensive Scottish operations,
and I will be highlighting to them the huge opportunities of
continuing to invest in Scotland.

I am very pleased that I will be joined by State Secretary Holte
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Mr Mundell will travel to Oslo to meet a number of businesses and Norwegian
government officials. He will then travel to Bergen to meet the Mayor of
Bergen and other local political, business and civic figures, and to visit
Marine Harvest’s HQ.

Press release: Welsh Secretary pays
tribute to Armed Forces at Welsh Field
of Remembrance

The Secretary of State will deliver the Welsh Exhortation and honour the
memories of those that have died during conflict by planting a wooden cross
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bearing his own personal tribute to those who have given their lives.

At this time of remembrance, we pay tribute to the generations of service men
and women who lost their lives serving our country, and defending our
freedom. The people of Wales will always honour, with respect and
appreciation, the memory of those who made the ultimate sacrifice on our
behalf.

It will be an honour and a privilege to have the opportunity to pay my own
personal tributes at the Field of Remembrance, and to commemorate those who
fought — and continue to fight — in the service of our nation around the
world.

Speech: “We must speak with one voice
to condemn the use of chemical
weapons”

Thank you Mr President, and may I say I am grateful to our briefers for their
clear explanation of the facts this afternoon. And I want to thank the Head
of the Leadership Panel and, through him, his whole team for their committed,
impartial, and expert work over the last five months investigating the use of
chemical weapons in Syria.

As we have heard so clearly today, those investigations have reached a clear,
unmistakable conclusion. Syria, a member state of the United Nations and a
Party to the Chemical Weapons Convention, has used chemical weapons against
its own people.

The use of these weapons by anyone, anywhere is unacceptable, and we condemn
their use by both the Syrian regime and by Daesh. These are weapons that over
190 states have come together to outlaw, weapons that have no place in the
world today.

And yet, Mr President, we have been here before. Last year we were told by
the Joint Investigative Mechanism that the Syrian regime had carried out
three poison gas attacks and that Daesh had used sulphur mustard.

And yet some on this Council doubted the conclusions of that investigation;
an investigation that they themselves had set up, the methodology they had
approved. In February this year, action in this Council was vetoed.

We now have another report from independent UN experts mandated by this
Council. It sets out a clear conclusion. On 4 April, the Syrian regime used
sarin against its own people in Khan Sheikhoun, just five weeks after this
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Council was prevented by Russia from taking action on Syria’s use of chemical
weapons.

The Joint Investigative Mechanism has done what we, as a Council, asked it to
do. It has done so thoroughly, impartially and professionally. And today,
presented with its findings, we must speak with one voice to condemn the use
of chemical weapons by Daesh and this attack on Khan Sheikhoun by the Syrian
regime. We must hold those responsible to account.

But experience to date suggests that we will not be able to do that. Russia
continues to deny what happened. Since the attack on that morning in April,
Russia has advanced a contradictory series of hypotheses and claims, moving
from one to the next, as soon as it is proven untrue, as it seeks to prevent
this Council holding the Assad regime to account. Faced with science and
fact, Russia has had no answer but fantasy and fiction, and has provided no
evidence for its claims.

The investigators have looked at the evidence. In their report, they set out
the rigour with which they have approached their task: how they have received
information from twelve member states including the Syrian regime itself, how
they have scientifically corroborated that information, how they have
consulted numerous independent experts and scientists.

The JIM reached its conclusions not on the basis of any one single piece of
evidence, rather, it built its case on the totality of evidence available to
it, as any professional, rational investigation would do.

And those conclusions are clear. Aircraft of the Syrian Air Force were in the
vicinity of Khan Sheikhoun on 4 April between 6:30 and 7:00 am, at the time
munitions were dropped on the town. The crater from which the sarin emanated
was created by an aerial bomb dropped on 4 April. And most tellingly of all,
sarin found at the scene, in samples supplied by the Syrian regime, contained
the same unique signature found in the chemicals handed over by the Syrian
regime to the OPCW in 2014.

Mr Mulet, the Russian representative suggests sarin can be easily made or
homemade. Could you please explain just how complex it would be to recreate
that sarin exactly to the unique chemical signature of the Syrian regime?

In 2013, Russia promised the world that Syria would abandon all of its
chemical weapons. Today, to the cost of the people of Syria, and to the cost
of the international consensus against chemical weapons, that promise remains
unfulfilled and Russia continues to protect Assad and his regime.

So I call on the whole Council to renew the JIM's existing mandate, which has
delivered the rigorous and conclusive findings we are discussing today. There
is more work to be done; the OPCW Fact Finding Mission has now reported
evidence of likely sarin use in nearby Ltamenah on 30 March. We need to
support the JIM and to enable it to carry out its important work.

The resolution Russia has circulated today is not a serious attempt at
renewal. It is a cynical ploy to discredit a professional, independent and



impartial body. Russia is trying to shoot the messenger to cover up for the
crimes of the Syrian regime.

And to the Syrian government, I say that evidence has been carefully gathered
of the inhuman crimes you have committed. Russia is protecting you, for now,
but the day will come when you are held accountable for your actions before
international law and your victims will get the justice that they deserve.

Mr President, there is no middle ground in the United Nations Security
Council when it comes to chemical weapons. We must condemn the use of these
weapons in Syria, and support the JIM to identify those responsible. To do
otherwise is to effectively condone these appalling attacks, and to undermine
the international architecture that we collectively designed to stop them.

News story: Brokenshire — wanton act
in North Belfast puts lives at risk

Mr Brokenshire commented:

Yesterday (Monday, 6th November) a pipe bomb left at the side of a
busy road in North Belfast was spotted by workmen. As a result of
their vigilance and with the support of police and ATO the pipe
bomb was removed. Had it exploded it could have indiscriminately
killed anyone nearby. This wanton act put lives at risk and should
be condemned in the strongest terms.

Keeping people in communities safe is a shared responsibility.
Everyone has a part to play. If you have any information about this
pipe bomb please contact police on 101.
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