
UK targets Russian airlines with new
sanctions

New sanctions on major Russian airlines prevent them from cashing in on
landing slots at major UK airports worth up to £50 million
Sanctions are crippling Putin’s ability to wage war, disrupting vital
supply chains

The UK Government has announced today (Thursday 19 May 2022) that it is
introducing new sanctions against the Russian airline sector. State-owned
Aeroflot, Russia’s largest airline, Ural Airlines and Rossiya Airlines will
now be unable to sell their unused, lucrative landing slots at UK airports –
preventing Russia from cashing in on an estimated £50 million.

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss said:

As long as Putin continues his barbarous assault on Ukraine, we
will continue to target the Russian economy. We’ve already closed
our airspace to Russian airlines. Today we’re making sure they
can’t cash in their lucrative landing slots at our airports. Every
economic sanction reinforces our clear message to Putin – we will
not stop until Ukraine prevails.

The news comes as the Transport Secretary, Grant Shapps takes up Presidency
of the International Transport Forum which he will use to call for a united
response against Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said:

The UK was one of the first nations to implement sanctions on Putin
and his allies; we forbade entrance to their ships and planes,
strangling them of the privilege to benefit from global trade and
commerce.

Today, the UK Government has built on the strong action  we have
already taken against Russia’s flagship carrier Aeroflot, along
with Rossiya and Ural Airlines. This means they will be unable to
use their expensive landing slots at UK airports. Our actions will
also prevent Russia from selling the slots, and cashing in on up to
£50 million.

Today’s announcement is the latest round of UK sanctions to ensure that
Russia cannot benefit from the UK’s world class aviation and transport
industries – having previously banned Russia from the UK’s airspace and
waters and banned the export of aviation goods and technology.
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International sanctions are having a significant impact on Putin and his war
machine. Russia’s own Central Bank has admitted that sanctions are a major
challenge for Russian supply chains. Sanctions mean that:

several Weapons manufacturers having to suspend their activity due to a
lack of parts
defence company capabilities are restricted, limiting Russia’s ability
to replace advanced tech, including drones
Russia’s domestic vehicle sales have dropped by 80% partly due to a lack
of components – which is also reducing their ability to produce military
vehicles

Russia’s vital exports of energy are also shrinking – with crude oil exports
down 30% in April and expected to fall further as sanctions bite. Through co-
ordinated action across the G7 to phase out oil imports, alongside the
banning of critical oil refining and catalyst goods, international allies are
tightening the vice on Putin’s most trusted revenue stream.

Hard hitting economic sanctions are also having a long term impact on
Russia’s economy. While the Kremlin has managed to stabilise the rouble,
Russia is still heading for the deepest recession since the collapse of the
Soviet Union. Forecasts show Russia’s GDP shrinking by between 8.5% and 15%
this year, with the IMF expecting the economy to shrink a further 2.3% in
2023.

Background

Asset freeze

An asset freeze prevents any UK citizen, or any business in the UK, from
dealing with any funds or economic resources which are owned, held or
controlled by the designated person. UK financial sanctions apply to all
persons within the territory and territorial sea of the UK and to all UK
persons, wherever they are in the world. It also prevents funds or economic
resources being provided to or for the benefit of the designated person.

Travel ban

A travel ban means that the designated person must be refused leave to enter
or to remain in the United Kingdom, providing the individual is an excluded
person under section 8B of the Immigration Act 1971.

Transport sanctions

Recently introduced powers make it a criminal offence for any Russian
aircraft to fly or land in the UK, and give the government powers to remove
aircraft belonging to designated Russian individuals and entities from the UK
aircraft register, even if the sanctioned individual is not on board. Russian
ships are also banned from UK ports.



Sanction Profiles

Aeroflot, Russia’s largest airline and among the top 20 largest airlines
in the world. It is majority owned by the Russian state, and is carrying
on business in the transport sector, which is of strategic significance
to the Russian Government. Aeroflot not only provides services for the
Russian Government, but also generates an important source of revenue
for the Kremlin. The UK, along with international partners, sanctioned
the CEO of Aeroflot Mikhail Igorevich Poluboyarinov in March. Aeroflot
is subject to an asset freeze.

Rossiya Airlines, otherwise known as Russian Airlines, is one of
Russia’s oldest and largest airlines, and is a part of state-owned
Aeroflot. Therefore, Rossiya Airlines is carrying on business as a
Russian Government-affiliated entity, and is involved in obtaining a
benefit from or supporting the Government of Russia. Rossiya Airlines is
subject to an asset freeze.

Ural Airlines, one of the largest airlines in Russia, and was previously
part of Aeroflot. It is obtaining a benefit from and supporting the
Government of Russia by carrying on business in the transport sector,
which is of strategic significance. Ural Airlines is subject to an asset
freeze.

Rod licence income benefits fisheries
in Devon and Cornwall

The projects were delivered in collaboration with several different partners,
including local angling clubs, rivers trusts and landowners.

The funding has helped to enhance fisheries, boost fish stocks and make
improvements for anglers, angling facilities and the environment.

Mike Holland, Environment Agency Fisheries Specialist, said:

Anglers often ask us about how we spend the money raised from the
sale of fishing licences. The Fisheries Improvement Programme is a
prime example of the wide range of activities this income pays for
in order to protect and improve fish stocks and fisheries.

All of the projects we fund must demonstrate benefits for anglers.
The Fisheries Improvement Programme (FIP) allows us to identify and
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invest in work supporting a local, sustainable future for angling.

The programme is also a great demonstration of our partnership
efforts, with many of the projects completed with the support of
landowners, local businesses and fishing clubs – it’s a real team
effort! The more people who go fishing, the more we can invest.

Local FIP projects across Devon and Cornwall in 2021/22 included:

Rivers Deer and Claw

The Environment Agency, working with the Westcountry Rivers Trust and local
angling associations, used FIP funding to carry out a range of work to
improve bankside habitats and increase trout and grayling numbers in the Deer
and Claw, tributaries of the River Tamar. The work has also created refuges
for these and other fish, invertebrates and mammals.

Stafford Moor Fishery, Winkleigh

FIP funding was used to build an on-site permanent toilet block, improving
access to facilities for less-abled anglers across the fishery.

Harper’s Lake, near Double Locks, Exeter

Working with Exeter and District Angling Club, FIP funding was used to
install a new composting toilet, providing a sustainable alternative to the
portaloos previously used at this remote site.

River Lyn fishery, near Lynmouth

The Environment Agency has used FIP funding to produce new eye-catching
signage at this popular day ticket trout and salmon fishery on Exmoor.

The new signs promote the great fishing available, and include information on
the salmon lifecycle, and health and safety. It’s hoped the new signage will
encourage more anglers to fish this river and enjoy the benefits of being out
in the outdoors.

Plymouth & District Coarse Angling Club – East Cornwall & West Devon

Working with Plymouth and District  Coarse Angling Club we used FIP funding
to refurbish 4 fishing pegs and upgraded steps and walkways at the clubs St
Germans fishery near Saltash, providing safe access around the fishery to all
users. FIP funding has also paid for new aquatic plants and coir bank
protection products which will installed to improve aquatic habitats and
water quality at the clubs Filham Park fishery in Ivybridge and Cadover
fishery in West Devon.



New benefit counter-fraud plan set to
save taxpayer £2 billion

Over £600m to bolster the counter-fraud frontline with thousands of
trained specialists, stopping around £2 billion in fraud over three
years
New powers planned for specialist Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)
staff to arrest and carry out search and seizure
Measures also include boosted access to bank data on a larger scale and
a new civil penalty will prevent fraud going unpunished

Announced by Work and Pensions Secretary Thérèse Coffey today, the “Fighting
Fraud in the Welfare System” plan outlines how 2,000 trained specialists
will review over two million Universal Credit claims over the next five
years, as part of bolstered ambitions to ensure money is well spent and give
taxpayers confidence that funds are reaching those who need it.

Measures also include several new powers which will align DWP with other
government departments including HMRC. The new plan sets out how DWP officers
will be given powers to undertake arrests, execute warrants, conduct searches
and seize evidence – all increasing their ability to tackle the most serious
cases. The plan also proposes introducing a new civil penalty to ensure those
who commit fraud face adequate punishment.

Additionally, the measures include the power to require organisations, such
as banks, to securely share data on a larger scale. Currently, the DWP can
only request data on identifiable individuals. This change will allow DWP to
proactively identify potentially fraudulent claims – for example knowing if
claimants have too much in savings or are living abroad which would make them
ineligible for Universal Credit.

Further powers will improve the department’s access to information from a
wider range of organisations, growing the department’s ability to drive fraud
out of the benefit system.

Work and Pensions Secretary, Thérèse Coffey said:

The welfare system is there to help the most vulnerable. It is not
a cash machine for callous criminals and it’s vital that the
government ensures money is well spent.

Fraud is an ever-present threat and before the pandemic,
our efforts brought fraud and error close to record lows.

This plan outlines what we need to fight fraud in 2022 and into the
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future. Thousands of trained specialists, combined with targeted
new tools and powers, will mean we can keep up with fraud in
today’s digital age and prevent, detect and deter those who would
try to cheat the system.

Minister for Government Efficiency, Jacob Rees-Mogg said:

Taxpayers must have confidence that money spent on welfare reaches
those who really need it.

This plan builds on the announcement of the new Public Sector Fraud
Authority, which will use data analytics to recover money stolen
from the taxpayer.

The new powers will be granted by parliament, subject to securing time and
approval.

The DWP brought fraud and error close to near record lows before the
pandemic, rolling out Universal Credit across the country. In recent years,
fraudsters have exploited the system as DWP streamlined the processes for
people to receive support as part of the government’s emergency support
during the pandemic.

In response to this fraudulent activity, the department undertook expert
interventions to identify and stop abuse of the welfare system preventing
billions from ending up in the wrong hands, through the disruption of stolen
identity fraud, retrospective reviews of claims and the introduction of the
Enhanced Checking Service.

Other measures announced today include creating the Fraud Prevention Advisory
Group to bring together government and external experts to identify and
develop innovative ways to crack down on fraudsters, including through more
flexible and proactive use of data. This comes as part of the government’s
wider commitment to cut crime and give people confidence that the welfare
support system is functioning as efficiently as possible to support those who
need it.

Further information

Fighting Fraud in the Welfare System will be published on gov.uk on 19
May 2022.
When parliamentary time allows, we plan to introduce a raft of new
powers, including bolstering the penalty regime by introducing a new
type of civil penalty for cases of fraud. This approach of dealing with
fraud by civil penalties follows that taken by other government
departments such as HMRC.
Measures set out in the plan will stop an estimated £2billion of loss
over the next three years, and over £4billion of loss over the next five



years.

Media enquiries for this press release – 0115 965 8781

Follow DWP on:

NATO Award for Dstl Fellow

News story

Dstl Fellow Bharatkumar (“Bharat”) Patel has received a NATO award for his
significant scientific contribution to modelling and simulation and its
impact on military capability.

Dstl Fellow Bharatkumar (“Bharat”) Patel (left) receiving his a NATO award
from NATO Chief Scientist Dr Bryan Wells

The NATO 2021 STO Scientific Excellence Award recognises Bharat’s impact on
the development of NATO’s S&T capabilities in the areas of Modelling and
Simulation (M&S) and System Concepts & Integration (SCI), and their
exploitation into military capability across the Alliance. More recently, his
work has been applied to disruptive concepts such as linking simulation to
live Command and Control (C2) systems for operational decision support,
delivering defence M&S through a digital cloud-based ecosystem, trust in
autonomy/AI, human-machine teaming, cyber effects and space exploitation.

The citation reads:

Mr Bharatkumar Patel has actively led and conducted excellent
collaborative and innovative M&S research on behalf of the UK for
over 25 years. As National Member in STO’s (Scientific and
Technology Organisation) NATO Modelling and Simulation Group and in
the SCI Panel, he took on many leadership roles. Since joining the
STO, he has been chair, panel mentor, program committee member,
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technical team member in numerous NATO technical activities. He has
significantly contributed to the development of NATO’s S&T
capabilities whilst enabling exploitation into military capability.
He has championed C2-Sim research that has successfully matured the
underpinning technology and standard, ready to be exploited into
military capability. He was instrumental in developing the MSaaS
[Modelling and Simulation as a Service] concept and M&S ecosystem
driven by a viable business model as well as leading on its
exploitation across the panels.

Bharat is an active member of numerous professional bodies including:
Simulation Interoperability Standards Organization (SISO) – supporting HLA
and C2Sim standardization into NATO; International Command and Control
Institute (IC2I); Military Operations Research Society (FVEY); and The
Operational Research Society, UK. Since 2019 he has been Co-Chair of the
US/UK Synthetic Environment Working Group.

Reflecting on his achievement, Bharat said:

Although this is an individual award for the M&S and SCI areas of
expertise, it also represents the excellent world class support I
have received from Dstl colleagues and many others. This includes
Industry/Academia and across the Ministry of Defence, from the
Front Line Commands, Strategic Command, Defence Academy and the
defence research and equipment community. Sustaining those
relations has greatly benefited many Dstl research and MOD
capability development programmes and provided the evidence to
support critical business decisions.

Published 19 May 2022

New powers to protect access to cash

Millions of people in communities across the UK will see their ability
to access cash protected in new powers set out by the government today
(Thursday 19th May)

For the first time, the UK’s largest banks and building societies will
be subject to new Financial Conduct Authority powers to ensure the
continued availability of withdrawal and deposit facilities in local
communities across the UK
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Measures will be legislated for in the upcoming Financial Services and
Markets Bill which will protect consumers and enhance the UK’s position
as a global leader in financial services

Under the new rules, the financial regulator – the Financial Conduct
Authority (FCA) – will be granted new powers over the UK’s largest banks and
building societies, to ensure that cash withdrawal and deposit facilities are
available in communities across the country.

The FCA’s new powers will allow it to address cash access issues at both a
national and local level. To support the FCA, the government will in due
course set out its expectations for a reasonable distance for people to
travel when depositing and withdrawing cash. This will reflect the existing
spread of cash withdrawal and deposit facilities in the UK.

Cash is the second most frequently used method of payment in the UK, and
around 5.4 million adults rely on cash to a very great or great extent in
their daily lives – further emphasising the importance of this legislation
and new FCA powers.

Economic Secretary John Glen, who will be visiting Scotland on Thursday,
said:

Millions of people across the UK still rely on cash, particularly
those in vulnerable groups, and today we are delivering on our
promise to ensure that access to cash is protected in communities
across the country. 

I want to make sure that people are still able to use cash as part
of their daily lives, and it’s crucial to ensure that no person nor
community across the UK is left behind as we embrace a more digital
world.

The Chancellor set out in his Mansion House Speech in 2021 that the UK must
remain at the forefront of innovation and technology, and the government
recognises the need to embrace the transition to a more digital world and
realise the opportunities this brings individuals and businesses.

But as we transition to a digital payments system, it is critical to
acknowledge that cash access remains vital to millions of people in
communities across the UK, particularly those in vulnerable groups, and no
one should be left behind.

The government passed legislation to enable the widespread adoption of
cashback without a purchase as part of the Financial Services Act 2021, which
was possible as a result of the UK’s departure from the European Union.

And last month the government announced its intention to legislate to provide
the Bank of England with the powers necessary to ensure the UK’s wholesale
cash infrastructure – which includes the network of cash centres integral to



the sorting, storing and distribution of notes and coin – remains effective,
resilient, and sustainable, and continues to support access to cash across
the UK. Taken together, these measures will ensure that the UK’s cash
infrastructure is viable for the long term.

These powers will be legislated for in the upcoming Financial Services and
Markets Bill, which will protect consumers and enhance the UK’s position as a
global leader in financial services.

Further information

The government held a consultation on access to cash from 1 July to 23
September 2021

Currently, around 96% of the population are within two kilometres of a
free-to-use cash access point. This includes free-to-use ATMs, bank
branches and Post Office branches.

The government’s plans for legislation will allow HM Treasury to specify
which banks and building societies the FCA’s powers will apply to for
the purpose of ensuring continued access to cash across the UK.

In December 2021, the sector announced that it had developed a voluntary
industry model that accounts for the different types of facility that
provide cash access, including initiatives to provide shared services,
to protect access to cash. Under the model, a coordination body assesses
the cash needs of local communities and makes recommendations for
alternative services to be put in place as appropriate. The government
intends to enable HM Treasury to designate cash coordination bodies for
FCA oversight. This has been facilitated through the Cash Action Group,
which was convened by UK Finance and consists of major retail banks and
building societies, consumer groups, Post Office, and LINK.

Ten years ago, cash was the most frequently used means of payment in the
UK, representing around 20 billion transactions per year in 2010.
According to UK Finance, in 2020 cash remained the second most
frequently used payment method in the UK and was used in around 6
billion payments.

The Financial Services and Markets Bill will legislate for these powers
and will be introduced in due course, when parliamentary time allows

Wholesale cash policy statement

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/access-to-cash-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-uk-wholesale-cash-infrastructure

