
Press release: New raptor persecution
maps to help tackle wildlife crime

Raptor persecution maps for England and Wales have been published to enable
the police to clearly see where the highest incidents are taking place and
focus enforcement efforts in the areas that need it most.

The maps present the number of shootings, trappings, poisonings and nest
destructions that took place across England & Wales between 2011 and 2015 and
will be updated annually, providing an invaluable intelligence tool to help
fight crimes again birds of prey.

North Yorkshire will be a priority area as the most incidents occurred there
(39), followed by Norfolk (17), Cumbria (11), Derbyshire (11), Lincolnshire
(10), Suffolk (8) and Northumberland (8).

Wildlife Minister Thérèse Coffey said:

Birds of prey are a vital part of our animal landscape, icons of
our cultural heritage and key to boosting local economies by
attracting visitors to England and Wales.

These maps highlight hotspots across the country for crimes against
these precious birds, enabling the police to crack down with
increased enforcement in areas where it’s needed most – building on
the valuable work land management, conservation and shooting
organisations are already doing to help protect iconic birds of
prey.

There are already strong penalties in place for committing offences against
birds of prey and the unlawful use of traps and all wild birds are protected
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

The Government takes all wildlife crime very seriously and raptor persecution
has been identified as a UK wildlife crime priority. Each priority has a
delivery group to consider what action should be taken, develop a plan to
prevent crime, gather intelligence on offences and enforce against it.

The National Wildlife Crime Unit also monitors and gathers intelligence on
illegal activities affecting raptors and provides assistance to police forces
when required.

These maps build on this valuable work and will help boost the fight against
those who continue to commit crimes against raptors. In the five year
measurable period there have been 262 incidents in England and Wales: 146 of
these caused by shooting and 66 by poisoning.

The majority of incidents took place against buzzards (108), followed by owls
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(40), red kites (39) and peregrine hawks (34).

In January 2016 the government published the Hen Harrier Action Plan and the
new maps will help support the six positive actions outlined in the plan,
which are already underway. Today’s maps show one incident involving Hen
harriers.

The maps were developed by the Raptor Persecution Priority Delivery Group,
which includes Defra, the Devolved Administrations, Natural England, National
Wildlife Crime Unit, the police, British Association for Shooting and
Conservation, RSPB, Country Land and Business Association, Moorland
Association, National Game Keepers’ Organisation, National Parks England,
Crown Prosecution Service and the Countryside Alliance.

News story: New homes for veterans in
time for Christmas

Chief of Defence Personnel Lt Gen Richard Nugee hands over the keys to
Private Jordan Colllins.

The pioneering Parry Court housing development, funded by £8.6 million in
Government Libor fines, will provide housing for veterans as they embark on a
new future outside of the military.

At a ceremony in Morden, South London, the Ministry of Defence’s Chief of
Defence People Lt Gen Richard Nugee handed over the keys of the first
completed property to Private Jordan Colllins, who received his new home in
time for Christmas.

Minister for Defence, People and Veterans Tobias Ellwood said:

The Parry Court opening exemplifies our commitment to the wellbeing
of our veterans. This new development will be an important stepping
stone for veterans, providing affordability and stability as they
start their new life in the Capital.

The housing development is a collaboration between the MOD and the Haig
Housing Trust, and will provide eight one bedroom houses at a much cheaper
rental rate than the private sector.

The Parry Court development will help individuals or couples start a new life
in London who could otherwise not afford the high cost of the commercial
market.
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Rents at these properties will be set at less than 60% of the normal open
market price in the area. This will offer affordability and stability for the
individuals as they establish themselves firmly in a new job. The properties
will be leased on a six monthly basis, extending up to two years.

The funding for this project was provided through the Libor fines scheme set
up by the Government in 2012. Over £200 million has been channelled directly
to military related good causes, with a further £200 million given to the
Armed Forces Covenant Fund.

At this year’s Budget in November, the Government announced a further £36
million of Libor fines to support Armed Forces and emergency service
charities.

News story: Civil news: training video
for CCMS administrators working in CWA

Videos are now available to help the CCMS administrator for your organisation
when accessing the system through the Controlled Work and Administration
(CWA) application.

What do the videos show?

The videos provide step-by-step guidance on how the ‘CCMS firm administrator’
can:

set up a new user with CCMS access
amend an existing user’s CCMS roles and responsibilities
remove CCMS access from a user

Where are the videos?

These videos are now available on the CCMS training website. More videos will
be added in the coming weeks focusing on other areas of using CCMS.

Feedback

If there are any videos you would like to see, or you would like to provide
feedback on videos we have already made, then feel free to drop us a line –
see below.

Further information

CCMS training: user set-up – to view videos
digital.assist@legalaid.gsi.gov.uk – for feedback on videos
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News story: UK and Japan strengthen
defence ties

The Defence Secretary and Foreign Secretary met their Japanese counterparts
at Greenwich Naval College. Crown copyright.

The Defence Secretary and Foreign Secretary met their Japanese counterparts
at Greenwich Naval College, a building that symbolises the historic maritime
links between the two countries, to strengthen security and defence
cooperation.

During the meeting, the Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson confirmed that HMS
Sutherland will visit Japan next year. HMS Argyll will also be sent to the
country to take part in exercises next year, as announced by the Prime
Minister Theresa May in August 2017.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Japan is one of our closest partners in the Asia Pacific region and
as tension grows on the Korean peninsula, our relationship is
vitally important.

2018 will mark the year UK and Japanese forces work even more
closely together, with two of our Royal Navy frigates visiting the
country and UK troops training on Japanese soil for the very first
time.

Both countries agreed a 3-year defence cooperation plan, which will deliver
on the commitment made by Prime Minister Theresa May and Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe in August 2017 to work closer together on defence issues. It
demonstrates the UK’s dedication to working with Japan as a long term
security partner, including activity across air, land and sea in the Asia
Pacific region. Alongside the Naval deployments the UK will:

Send around 45 British Army personnel to train with Japanese soldiers
next year, marking the first time ever that UK personnel have exercised
on Japanese soil and the first occasion that non-US troops have
exercised in the country.

Continue to work closely with the Japanese Self-Defense Air Force, with
plans for future joint-working after the successful deployment of RAF
Typhoons to Japan last year.
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Mr Williamson also confirmed that the UK will send a Royal Navy captain and
five medics to the US-led Pacific Partnership deployment which will provide
humanitarian and disaster relief training to military and civilian
organisations.

Following the meeting, Defence Minister Harriett Baldwin will also take
Japanese Defence Minister Itsunori Onodera to Portsmouth Naval Base for the
first time on Friday, to embark on a tour of the world-class aircraft carrier
HMS Queen Elizabeth, which was formally commissioned into the Royal Navy just
last week.

News story: Dangers of cold water
shock this Christmas

Our short video, which educates young men about the dangers of cold water
shock, especially following ‘a night out on the town’ is being re-launched in
a Christmas 2017 campaign . It’s going to be promoted via facebook, video on
demand and video advertising across the UK, and particularly in areas where
there have been several incidents of this type.

Cold water shock film
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