
News story: UK establishes new money
laundering watchdog

The Office for Professional Body AML Supervision (OPBAS) will work across the
UK’s anti-money laundering supervisory regime to improve standards and ensure
supervisors and law enforcement work together more effectively.

It will directly oversee the 22 accountancy and legal professional body AML
supervisors in the UK. Having several organisations supervising the same
sectors risks inconsistencies that criminals could look to exploit.

OPBAS, which will operate within the FCA, will ensure the 22 bodies meet the
high standards set out in the Money Laundering Regulations 2017, and have
powers to investigate and penalise those that do not.

The Economic Secretary to the Treasury, Stephen Barclay, said:

Our partnership with the private sector is at the heart of this
reform, and OPBAS will help our supervisors tighten the UK’s
defences against dirty money whilst minimising unnecessary burdens
on legitimate business.

This is the latest step in the government’s reforms to the UK’s
financial system to make it a hostile environment for illicit
finance

The OPBAS regulations have been laid in Parliament and will take effect on 18
January. Implementing OPBAS delivers the government’s commitment to reform
the AML supervisory regime, a key part of the 2016 Action plan for anti-money
laundering and counter-terrorist finance.

It is the latest step in the government’s biggest reform of the AML regime in
a decade, complementing wider work including enhancing law enforcement’s
powers through the Criminal Finances Act and updating the Money Laundering
Regulations to implement the latest international standards, both of which
took effect earlier this year.
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down

Professor Laurence Williams FREng FIMechE FNucI stood down as Chair of the
Committee on Radioactive Waste Management (CoRWM) in November 2017. He has
held the post since November 2012.

Professor Williams has had a long and distinguished career in the field of
nuclear regulation, fulfilling the role of the government’s Chief Inspector
of Nuclear Installations from 1998 to 2005, and is currently Chair of the
Defence and Nuclear Safety Committee. He is Professor of Nuclear Safety at
the University of Central Lancashire, and a senior research fellow at
Imperial College London.

Professor Williams said:

The effective management of the UK’s radioactive waste is essential
not only to deal with past legacies but also for the successful
exploitation of nuclear energy in the future. CoRWM has made, and
will continue to make an important contribution to the management
of radioactive waste.

The past 5 years have been both challenging and rewarding knowing
that I have been able to contribute to this essential task. It has
been both an honour and privilege to have chaired a committee of
such distinguished and talented people.

I have every confidence that the current members of CoRWM will
continue to provide invaluable advice to ensure that the new
Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) siting process will be a
success.

Energy Minister Richard Harrington said:

On behalf of BEIS and the devolved administrations, I would like to
thank Professor Williams for his outstanding commitment, dedication
and professionalism serving as Chair of the Committee on
Radioactive Waste Management (CoRWM) for the last 5 years.

CoRWM performs a vital function in providing scrutiny and advice on
government radioactive waste management programmes. This has
included constructive feedback and challenge in various fora such
as the Geological Disposal Programme Board, as well as an
invaluable level of independent assurance.

You have made an enormous contribution to the committee over the
years and we particularly wish to thank you for your commitment to
the timely and effective delivery of successive work programmes and
CoRWM annual reports; your contribution to the implementation
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strategy for Scotland’s policy on higher activity radioactive
waste; and your assistance in the development of the Welsh
government’s radioactive waste policy.

The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy has launched a
recruitment campaign to find a new Chair for CoRWM, expected to complete by
April 2018. Further details can be found on the public appointments website.

CoRWM’s Deputy Chair Professor Campbell Gemmell is standing in as interim
Chair of the Committee until a new Chair is appointed.

The Committee on Radioactive Waste Management provides independent1.
scrutiny and advice to UK government and devolved administration
ministers on long-term management of radioactive waste, including
storage and disposal. The Committee’s primary task is to provide
independent scrutiny of the UK government’s and Nuclear Decommissioning
Authority’s proposals, plans and programmes to deliver geological
disposal, together with robust interim storage, as the long-term
management option for higher activity waste. For more information see
the CoRWM website.

The role of CoRWM Chair is remunerated at a rate of £450 per day; it is2.
expected that the Chair will spend about 1.5 days per week on CoRWM
business.

The appointment is made by the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State,3.
Minister for Energy and Industry, on behalf of the Devolved
Administrations as joint sponsors of CoRWM.

Appointments to CoRWM are made in accordance with the Code of Practice4.
of the Commissioner for Public Appointments. All appointments are made
on merit and political activity plays no part in the selection process.
However, in accordance with the Nolan recommendations, appointees’
political activity (if any declared) must be made public.

News story: Animal medicines seizure
notice: Cambridge Cavy Trust

Approximately 50 products were seized as they were intended for supply and
administration to animals by a person not authorised to do so. These products
included authorised Prescription Only Medicines (POM-V and POM-VPS) as well
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as human products and unauthorised veterinary medicinal products.

The supply and administration of these products is an offence under
Regulation 8 (Administration of the product), Regulation 26 (Possession of an
unauthorised veterinary medicinal product) and Schedule 3, paragraph 3
(Retail supply of veterinary medicinal products) of the Veterinary Medicines
Regulations 2013.

This seizure is linked to the improvement notice issued at the same time.

News story: Animal medicines
improvement notice: Cambridge Cavy
Trust

This notice was issued to the Cambridge Cavy Trust, for prescribing and
supplying POM-V, POM-VPS, NFA-VPS and human medicines to animals by a person
not authorised to do so, and possession of unauthorised medicinal products.

The improvements required are to:

cease supply of any POM-V, POM-VPS, NFA-VPS and human medicines, unless
they have been previously prescribed and supplied by a person authorised
to do so in accordance with Schedule 3 of the Veterinary Medicines
Regulations (VMR)
provide written confirmation of actions to be taken to ensure that the
requirements of the VMR will be complied with

This improvement is linked to the seizure notice issued at the same time.

Press release: Final DWP customer
telephone lines become free

This follows the announcement in October 2017 that all customer telephone
lines would be free to call by the end of the year.

Work and Pensions Secretary of State David Gauke said:

People can access support online and our Jobcentre Plus work
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coaches can also provide help accessing our benefits and services.
But we also understand that at times people may need to speak to
someone on the telephone.

We want this process to be as accessible as possible and that’s why
we have made all DWP customer telephone lines Freephone numbers.

The introduction of Freephone numbers started with Universal Credit helplines
on 29 November 2017 and was completed when the final set of numbers were
introduced on 21 December 2017.
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