
Press release: Record road investment
plans in the South West are set to
achieve key milestones

Highways England’s plans for the improved A303 between Amesbury and Berwick
Down will be on show at a series of public events starting on Friday.

The consultation, which runs until 6 April, will outline for the first time
initial designs for the scheme and how it will restore the tranquil
environment and setting of the Stonehenge monument and surrounding landscape
by removing the sight and sound of the road.

Since the last consultation in September, Highways England has continued to
work with heritage groups such as the National Trust, Historic England and
English Heritage, as well as experts in the field, including the Stonehenge
Scientific Committee – a body of leading independent archaeologists – to
ensure a new route is built sensitively to the World Heritage Site.

The route has been carefully chosen to avoid monuments and barrow groups as
well as avoiding any intrusion on views of the winter solstice from
Stonehenge and reconnect the World Heritage Site, which is currently split by
the A303.

Highways England is now seeking feedback from the public to help shape the
scheme further before they submit an application for a Development Consent
Order.

This upgrade is one of five multi-million pound road schemes aimed at
boosting the economy, tourism and heritage in the South West which will reach
key milestones in the first six months of 2018.

Other key milestones include consultations on the:

A358 Taunton to Southfields dualling scheme.
A303 Sparkford to Ilchester.
A30 Chiverton to Carland Cross.
A417 Missing Link scheme.

Highways England chief executive Jim O’Sullivan said:

These upgrades in the South West will improve millions of journeys.
Each of these milestones in the region is evidence of Highways
England delivering major infrastructure upgrades for the whole
country.

The upgrades are funded by the Government’s £15 billion investment in
motorways and main A roads, and being delivered by Highways England.
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April will mark three years since Highways England embarked on delivering the
Government’s Road Investment Strategy, the biggest investment in the
country’s major roads since the 1970s.

Across the country almost 40 schemes are reaching key milestones in the first
half of this year and will join the 18 major projects that have already
opened to traffic since April 2015. In addition, a further 16 are currently
in construction, the latest of which to start initial works was a major
upgrade to the M49 near Bristol.

Statutory consultation for the A303 Stonehenge scheme will offer the public
and all interested parties the chance to see the progressed plans, including
visualisations of how the new route might look, including the Winterbourne
Stoke bypass and initial designs for the junctions along the route.

Following public consultation in early 2017 and further engagement with local
communities, heritage groups, archaeologists, historians and engineers, the
preferred route was chosen so that the route now closely follows the existing
A303 through the World Heritage Site.

For more information on the consultation and public information events, visit
the scheme website.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Oxford flood scheme
moves a step closer

The £120m Oxford flood alleviation scheme, which will reduce flood risk to
homes, businesses, and transport in Oxford and the surrounding area, has
moved a step closer.

The Oxford flood alleviation scheme partnership has just announced that it
has secured the funding for the scheme, which will include at least 5
hectares of new habitat creation, 7 new bridges and 2.6 kilometres of new
flood defences.

More than £65m in funding has already been committed by Government. A record
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amount of partnership funding totalling over £55m has now been given by a
wide range of partners. Investment has been secured from Oxfordshire Local
Enterprise Partnership, Thames Regional Flood and Coastal Committee,
Oxfordshire County Council, Oxford City Council, Thames Water Utilities and
the University of Oxford.

Joanna Larmour, Project Director at the Environment Agency, said:

This is a huge scheme – one of the biggest the Environment Agency
is working on – and when complete it will not only reduce flood
risk to homes across Oxford but it will also protect vital
infrastructure, enabling the city to keep moving during flooding.
It will also benefit communities and wildlife in a number of ways,
including improving existing public footpaths and creating new
habitat for wildlife and improving biodiversity.

Today’s fantastic news shows that working in partnership can help
us get the best scheme for Oxford. We are very pleased that our
partners have recognised the multiple benefits it will bring and
helped us secure the funding required to progress the scheme to the
next stage.

The scheme will benefit everyone who lives, works in or visits Oxford. As
well as reduced property flooding, the railway and Botley and Abingdon roads
will be protected keeping the city open for business during future flooding.
There will also be fewer flood related electricity, telephone and internet
disruptions. The scheme will allow

Oxford’s successful economy to continue to thrive and also provide
environmental benefits and a longterm green legacy.

County Councillor Yvonne Constance said:

The flood relief channel has been a hope for many people for a long
time. Now we are at the stage where it has the funding it needs to
be made into a reality there will be thousands of homes and
businesses protected from the devastating effects of flooding.

Clearly there is still much work to do, but this funding
announcement means we can continue to work in partnership to move
forward to the next stage.

Councillor Susan Brown, Leader of Oxford City Council, said:

The Oxford Flood Alleviation Scheme will bring huge benefits to
householders in West and South Oxford, and to all parts of the
business community. I am delighted that we have been successful in
our application for this final tranche of funding.



HM Treasury approved the outline business case for the scheme in November
2017. This detailed that full funding for the scheme had to be committed
before it could move to the next stage. This has now been confirmed, thanks
to increases in contributions from the scheme partners.

The total amount covers the design and construction costs to deliver the
scheme. The project team will now work on the Full Business Case, which will
be submitted to HM Treasury later this year. Partners will continue to work
together on ongoing negotiations with external companies for future
investment in the scheme.

The Environment Agency will submit the planning application for the Oxford
flood alleviation scheme in March. It will take approximately 3 years to
build the scheme, which is designed to work with the natural floodplain west
of Oxford.

Press release: Knighthood and
Damehoods conferred: February 2018

The Queen has been pleased to approve that the honour of Knighthood be
conferred upon Timothy Miles Fancourt, QC and that the honour of Damehood be
conferred upon Christina Caroline Lambert, QC, on their appointment as
Justices of the High Court.

Notes for editors

Timothy Miles Fancourt was called to the Bar in 1987 and took Silk in 2003.
He was appointed as a Recorder in 2009.

Christina Caroline Lambert was called to the Bar in 1988 and took Silk in
2009.

Press release: Clean Growth top of the
agenda for ministerial visit to
Teesside

Energy Minister Claire Perry with Tees Valley Mayor Ben Houchen.
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The region has the potential to exploit opportunities from future growth
industries such as carbon, capture usage and storage (CCUS), district heating
and the hydrogen economy.

The UK government has made a firm commitment to regeneration and clean energy
production in the Teesside area, with an ambition for 25,000 new jobs and
over £1 billion of investment across a 10-year period, and today, the
minister spoke about making that a reality.

Energy Minister Claire Perry said:

Today I have seen the exciting opportunities here to regenerate
this iconic site, and, crucially, bring skilled jobs and clean
growth to the area. I look forward to seeing the development of
these proposals to develop and breathe new life into this site.

The government has already invested substantial amounts in the area and the
Autumn Budget set out a further £123 million of funding to continue work to
secure the site. Today, the minister met Tees Valley Mayor Ben Houchen, the
Local Enterprise Partnership, Clean Growth investors, the South Tees
Development Company and members of the South Tees Site Company as well as
taking a tour of the former steel site at Redcar and Cleveland.

Tees Valley Mayor Ben Houchen said:

Our concentration of industry along the coastline perfectly places
the region as the go-to location for green energy proposals such as
Carbon Capture and Storage. It is fantastic that government
recognises our industrial strengths and has reaffirmed their
commitment to developing this transformational proposal. I was
delighted to share our ambitious plans with the minister today, and
made clear to her that Teesside is ready and waiting to take this
forward.

A move to low-carbon, clean energy offers a remarkable economic
opportunity for our area and the UK as a whole. Our projects would
attract inward investment, create jobs and put Tees Valley at the
forefront of the clean energy revolution. Now we need to work
constructively with government to push ahead and make these schemes
a reality.

The site is of particular interest in the development of carbon capture usage
and storage – which aims to capture carbon dioxide emitted from industry and
power plants for permanent storage under the North Sea. This game-changing
technology and many more exciting projects were discussed as part of today’s
visit.

Business Minister Richard Harrington was also in Teesside today setting out
his vision through a keynote speech to workers, industry and local MPs at



Community Union’s Steel Sector Conference. The minister talked about his
commitment to steelmaking regions across the UK and the importance of putting
the sector at the heart of the UK’s Industrial Strategy.

Last year, the government set out its plan for growth and regeneration across
the UK with its Industrial Strategy aiming for an economy that boosts
productivity and earning power throughout the UK. A key part of that is
growing new jobs, and Teesside has a crucial role to play.

Photos and videos of the visit are available by contacting
gillian.capewell@beis.gov.uk.

Press release: New projects see UK
space firms tackle global challenges

Improved disaster response in Commonwealth states and tropical disease
control are among the goals of 10 new projects involving British space
organisations, Science Minister Sam Gyimah announced today. The Industrial
Strategy highlights the importance of bringing together the UK’s world-class
research with business investment to develop technologies and industries of
the future that benefit society, as well as our economy. The UK Space
Agency’s International Partnership Programme uses UK space expertise to
deliver innovative solutions to real world problems across the globe. This
helps some of the world’s poorest countries, while building effective
partnerships that can lead to growth opportunities for British companies.
The successful projects, worth £38 million in total, are led by a diverse
range or organisations from the UK’s growing space sector, from large
companies such as Inmarsat and CGI, to start-ups such as Guildford-based
Earth-i. The UK Space Agency and industry are working together to grow the
UK’s share of the global space market to 10% by 2030. Science Minister Sam
Gyimah said: “The UK’s space sector is going from strength to strength. It
pioneers new technology and provides jobs for 40,000. Today I can announce
that the space sector’s capabilities are being put to use to tackle some of
the world’s biggest challenges. “The UK Space Agency’s International
Partnership Programme will help developing countries tackle big issues like
disaster relief and disease control, while showcasing the services and
technology on offer from our leading space businesses.” The International
Partnership Programme is part of the Department for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy’s (BEIS) Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF): a £1.5
billion fund from the UK Government, which supports cutting-edge research and
innovation on global issues affecting developing countries. There are 22
existing projects already delivering benefits, including a partnership
between Inmarsat and the Philippine government to reduce the impact of
natural disasters using satellite communications, which was called into
action in December and January when tropical storms killed hundreds of people
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and displaced tens of thousands more to evacuation centres. The project used
British technology and expertise to help relief workers get information in
and out of the disaster zones which greatly increase the effectiveness of the
response effort, helping them save lives and restore critical infrastructure.
Rupert Pearce, CEO of Inmarsat, said: “Inmarsat was originally founded to
save lives at sea and we are proud that, almost 40 years later, our robust,
reliable satellite communication services are deployed throughout the world
to assist following natural disasters and humanitarian crises, wherever they
occur. “With the invaluable support of the UK Space Agency, we have been able
to pre-equip disaster response teams in the Philippines with vital satellite
communications solutions. This meant that when two deadly cyclones hit the
country over a two week period, resulting in loss of life and serious damage
to terrestrial communications infrastructure, Philippine authorities were
able to utilise Inmarsat’s mobile connectivity services to assess the damage
and identify the needs of those regions most affected.” All IPP projects are
match-funded by consortium members and international partners to ensure
maximum value for money. The programme is fully compliant with Official
Development Assistance (ODA) with the Independent Commission for Aid Impact
recently reporting that the UK Space Agency had developed robust procedures
for ensuring ODA eligibility and was thorough in its ODA compliance
screening. The UK Space Agency is also funding five Business Applications
Ambassadors to work with industry across the UK. The Agency already supports
a network of business incubators and the new ambassadors will advise on
business applications and other opportunities in the UK.

Full list of new projects:

1) British Geological Survey, Nottingham: Modelling Exposure Through Earth
Observation Routines (METEOR): EO-based Exposure, Nepal and Tanzania Grant:
£2.8 million Target countries: Nepal and Tanzania (test countries), rolling
out to all 48 Least Developed ODA countries Theme: Disaster Management

At present, there is a poor understanding of population exposure in
developing countries, which causes major challenges when making Disaster Risk
Management decisions. METEOR takes a step-change in the application of Earth
Observation exposure data by developing and delivering more accurate levels
of population exposure to natural hazards. Providing new consistent data to
governments, town planners and insurance providers will promote welfare and
economic development in these countries and better enable them to respond to
the hazards when they do occur.

2) Satellite Applications Catapult, Didcot: Space Enabled Monitoring of
Illegal Gold Mining Grant: £3.3 million Target country: Colombia Theme:
Mining

This project is about improving detection and efficiency in monitoring
illegal gold mining in remote forested areas in Colombia. The project will
make use of freely available Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) data, and
incorporate machine-learning techniques to show suspected areas of illegal
mining, in a user-friendly web portal. The project will support the promotion
of safe and secure working environments for all workers, and a reduction in
the health-related effects from the high rates of mercury contamination



associated with illegal mining.

3) EARTH-i Ltd, Guildford: ACCORD Grant: £2.7 million Target countries: Kenya
and Rwanda Theme: Agriculture

Coffee is the second most traded commodity globally, with revenues directly
benefitting farmers in developing countries. Despite this, in Kenya and
Rwanda 67% and 80% of people respectively live in poverty, including most
smallholder coffee farmers. Unpredictable weather, pests, diseases, nutrient
depletion and other factors limit earning potential by hitting coffee quality
and quantity. ACCORD will deliver advice from satellite Earth Observation to
help smallholder coffee farmers make significant improvements to crop quality
and yield, providing them with access to timely, geo-targeted advice through
a simple mobile application. This will allow smallholder farmers to achieve
higher incomes for their work, improving quality of life for their families.

4) Rothamsted Research, Harpenden: EcoProMIS Grant: £3.9 million Target
Country: Colombia Theme: Agriculture

The EcoProMIS project aims to help Colombian rice and oil palm farmers to
improve productivity and stabilise incomes, allowing them to compete globally
whilst responding to climate change and producing responsibly. The project
uses satellite Earth Observation alongside environmental and crop data to
research the impact of crop and ecosystem management on biodiversity,
greenhouse gas emissions and productivity. The outcome will be a partnership
of farmers, research institutes and industry experts that creates
comprehensive sets of crop and ecosystem data. This data will be made freely
available for the Colombian partners to improve the environmental, technical
and financial efficiency of their processes. It will also provide information
to insurance firms, government food processors and further beneficiaries to
create income for sustainable knowledge.

5) HR Wallingford, Wallingford: An integrated dengue early warning system
driven by Earth Observations in Vietnam Grant: £4.1 million Target Country:
Vietnam Theme: Health

This work will provide a tool that enables advance warning of likely dengue
outbreaks, allowing public health authorities to mobilise resources to those
most in need. The project will also provide forecasts of dengue fever under a
range of climate change scenarios. The system will link Earth Observation
data with climate forecasting and a land-surface model to predict for the
first time the impacts of various elements (such as water availability, land-
use, climate), on the likelihood of future dengue epidemics. The dengue
forecasting tool will also include a water assessment module, delivering the
additional benefit of improving water management in Vietnam’s transboundary
river basins.

6) Janus TCD, Stourbridge: Improved Situational Awareness In Fisheries
(ISAIF) Grant: £5.5 million Target Country: The Philippines Theme: Illegal
Fishing

The ISAIF project will use satellite technology to help the Philippine



government tackle Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing in its
waters. This project aims to halt the decline of a fisheries sector that
employs more than 4 million people. The project will use a wide variety of
data sources, including satellite data to understand the location, time and
behaviour of specific vessels at sea. This will be combined with a satellite
navigation application with an authentication tool through which Philippine
fisherfolk confirm their compliance, creating a new digital barrier to IUU
fishers within the supply chain. Outcomes will include better monitoring and
enforcement of IUU by the Philippine government, improved safety, security
and economic productivity for Philippine fisherfolk, benefits to the
Philippine economy, and an improvement in the international reputation of
Philippine fisheries.

7) CGI, Leatherhead: Peatland Assessment in SE Asia by Satellite (PASSES)
Grant: £2 million Target Countries: Indonesia, Malaysia Theme: Forestry

Tropical forest fires affect over 20 million people in South East Asia,
leading to significant deteriorations in public health and premature
mortalities as well as contributing to global CO2 emissions and other
negative environmental impacts. Many fires occur over drained peatland areas.
This project will use satellite observations and measurements to map peat
condition, even when under a forest canopy. By monitoring water levels and
improving hydrology in the peatland areas, the risk of fire can be
dramatically reduced. By using freely available observations from satellites
through the EU Copernicus programme and use of emerging industrial hosted
processing capabilities, PASSES will prove that peatland monitoring is a cost
effective way to reduce forest fires.

8) eOsphere Limited, Didcot: SIBELIUs: Improved resilience for Mongolian
herding communities using satellite derived services Grant: £1.6 million
Target Country: Mongolia Theme: Disaster Management / Insurance

Mongolia is a large country with around 30% of its population dependant on
livestock herding who are exposed to extreme weather events (dzuds). Dzuds
are increasingly exacerbated by climate change and are highly damaging to
Mongolia’s economy and devastating for the poorest herders. A typical dzud
can impact tens of thousands of herders, many of who will lose all their
livestock leaving them in extreme poverty, with associated impacts for the
wider economy. The SIBELIUs project will provide greater dzud-resilience for
herders by providing the Mongolian Research Institute of Meteorology,
Hydrology and Environment with new sources of satellite data, plus a geo-
spatial database for distributing new and upgraded environmental products to
key stakeholders supporting herding communities.

9) United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR): CommonSensing
Grant: £9.6 million Target Countries: Fiji, The Solomon Islands, Vanuatu

The overall aim of CommonSensing is to improve resilience towards climate
change, including disaster risk reduction, and contribute to sustainable
development in three selected Commonwealth Small Island Developing States
(SIDS): Fiji, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. The project will combine earth
observation data to provide stakeholders with access to important information



regarding disaster risks (including disaster risk planning, food security,
climate risk and other environmental concerns). This information will be
accessible to beneficiaries through a web portal and mobile applications.
CommonSensing project will create long-term investment loops, define
priorities for future climate funds proposals and ensure a sustainable
service-platform, running three years after IPP project end.

10) HR Wallingford, Wallingford: Minimising the risk of tailings dams
failures through the use of remote sensing data Grant: £2.7 million Target
Country: Peru Theme: Mining

Tailing dams are earth embankments used to store toxic mine waste and
effluent which can be more than 100m high. Their rate of failure is high, due
to poor design regulations and less rigorous construction methods than for
normal water-retaining dams, especially in low-income countries. This project
will use Earth Observation and Global Navigation Satellite System
technologies to allow for more effective monitoring of the dams and therefore
quicker action can be taken to avoid the tailings dams failures. The project
will help to reduce damage to ecosystem services downstream of mines upon
which many vulnerable communities rely for both their source of water and
their livelihoods.


