
Press release: Trade wins for Hamleys,
Norton motorcycles and British farmers
as Prime Minister Abe visits London

A series of new deals for British and Japanese companies and farmers is worth
more than £200 million and will help to support hundreds of jobs in the UK.

The deals were announced as Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe met with Prime
Minister Theresa May in London today (Thursday 10 January).

Hamleys toy shop have announced that they will open 30 new stores in Japan
over the next five years as part of an export win worth £47 million. The
joint venture with software publisher Bandai Namco Amusement involves a new
retail entertainment experience, supporting 1,000 jobs in the UK and creating
3,600 jobs in Japan.

British motorcycle company Norton has also signed a new £20m export deal to
Japan, which will support 200 jobs in the UK and see around 1,000 new
motorbikes sold to Japanese customers over the next five years.

Lucozade Ribena Suntory has announced that they will install a new line at
their production plant in Gloucestershire, investing £13m and supporting more
than 330 jobs.

On top of this, it has been announced that British farmers will now be able
to export beef and lamb to Japan for the first time since the two meats were
banned in 1996. The total agreement is estimated to be worth around
£130million over the first five years – £75m for beef and £52m million for
lamb.

As we leave the European Union, the Prime Ministers confirmed their intention
to ensure the continued applicability of the Japan-EU international
agreements, including the Japan-EU Economic Partnership Agreement which will
form the basis for a new UK-Japan agreement.

They agreed that both countries will work quickly to establish the economic
partnership, with the intention that it should come into force as soon as
possible.

Both countries have also committed to work together to reform the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and reduce global trade tensions that exist, including
through Japan’s presidency of the G20 this year.

Efforts to reform the WTO will focus on advancing discussions on reforming
the rules to better address the root causes of trade tensions, advancing
discussions on digital trade, enhancing the WTO’s notification and monitoring
functions, and improving the functioning of the dispute settlement system.

Prime Minister Abe reconfirmed support for the UK potentially joining the
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Comprehensive and Progress Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), which would see
the UK forging stronger trade links with established trading partners such as
Japan and Canada, as well as rapidly growing economies such as Vietnam.

This would allow free and frictionless trade for many British businesses,
helping them to expand into some of the world’s largest and fastest growing
markets.

International Trade Secretary Dr Liam Fox said:

The UK and Japan are among the strongest champions of free trade
and an even closer relationship as we leave the European Union will
help us to rally against the protectionist measures around the
world that risk making us all poorer.

That’s why today we have committed to reduce global trade tensions,
reform global trading rules and bring a new UK-Japan free trade
agreement into force before December 2020.

On top of this, we have announced more than £200m worth of export
and investment deals that will see Hamleys toy shop, Norton
motorcycles and British farmers increasing their presence in Japan
and supporting hundreds of jobs in both of our countries.

Hamleys Group CEO, Ralph Cunningham said:

Hamleys is the fastest growing international toy retailer, with a
global presence of over 160 stores across 17 countries and we plan
to open 30 stores in Japan over the next 5 years.

We are delighted to have partnered with Japanese firm Bandai Namco
Amusement for this new £300m venture to introduce the unique
Hamleys in-store experience to this fantastic market. We opened our
first 2 stores in Tokyo and Fukuoka in December 2018, and we will
shortly commence planning for a further 6 store openings in 2019.

Kay Johnson, Head of Global Sales and Marketing at Norton motorcycles said:

Norton have an agreement with our distributor, PCI Limited in Japan
which will run over a five-year term to manufacture over 1,000
bikes and will achieve an estimated value of £5m.



We very much look forward to growing our workforce to support the
demand for motorbikes in this territory and, in doing so, continue
to build a strong trading business with Japan.

Chris Kane, Supply Chain Operations Director at Lucozade Ribena Suntory said:

We see our Coleford factory as the heartbeat of our UK operations
and we are proud that it is one of the most efficient factories
across the globe.

Our parent company, Suntory Beverage & Food recognises this status
and their £13m investment is a vote of confidence in our UK and
Gloucestershire operations, ensuring Coleford continues to be a
best-in-class site for years to come.

In the last year, trade between the UK and Japan totalled more than £28
billion, an increase of 5% on the year before.

Speech: PM statement alongside PM
Shinzo Abe of Japan: 10 January 2019

Prime Minister Abe. It is a pleasure to welcome you to Downing Street.

The UK and Japan are natural partners. Thriving, innovative, island nations –
committed to defending the global rules that we have shaped together.

Your visit comes at a crucial time. As the UK prepares to leave the EU and
raise our horizons towards the rest of the world, our relationship with
countries such as Japan will be increasingly important, and your Presidency
of this year’s G20 allows us to work together towards our shared goals on the
global stage.

Our people face many of the same challenges. But we also both have immense
opportunities. And today we agree a deep and dynamic partnership to shape the
21st Century together.

Japan and the UK, as the world’s third and fifth largest economies, are
already close economic partners. Japanese companies employ 150 thousand
people here in Britain and trade between our two countries totalled £28
billion in the past year.

Our exit from the EU provides an unprecedented opportunity to strengthen this

http://www.government-world.com/speech-pm-statement-alongside-pm-shinzo-abe-of-japan-10-january-2019-2/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-pm-statement-alongside-pm-shinzo-abe-of-japan-10-january-2019-2/


trade and investment relationship.

I welcome your renewed commitment, Prime Minister Abe, to us securing an
ambitious bilateral arrangement, building on the deal already agreed between
Japan and the EU. This gives businesses the stability and confidence to plan
for the future, supports jobs, and gives more choice and lower prices to
consumers.

Our enhanced bilateral relationship will also allow us to explore ways to go
further.

We are already opening up export markets by ending the ban on sales of
British beef and lamb to Japan. This will create opportunities worth over
£120 million over five years, supporting farmers from the valleys of South
Wales to the Highlands of Scotland.

Our enhanced co-operation shows that, at a time when global tensions are
escalating, we stand together to promote free and fair trade.

As two of the world’s most innovative economies, we are uniquely placed to
address the Grand Challenges of our time: an ageing society, the need for
clean growth, how we respond to the increasing use of AI and data, and the
future of mobility.

Today we mark the start of a significant joint programme of research and
collaboration that will transform the way people live in the 21st Century.

British and Japanese experts, working side by side, will help people live
independently in their home for longer, develop new treatments for chronic
conditions like dementia and heart failure, and ensure a cleaner world for
future generations.

Together we will also ensure businesses and innovators are able to use big
data legally, ethically and safely in the future. This is our modern
Industrial Strategy in action.

Our two cultures already inspire one another’s people. A quarter of a million
Japanese tourists come to the UK each year, and we see growing numbers of
British tourists visiting Japan.

As part of our cultural exchange the National Gallery will send a major
exhibition to Japan – including the famous ‘Sunflowers’ by Vincent Van Gogh,
a painter himself inspired by Japanese art.

And with Japan set to host the Rugby World Cup in 2019 and the Olympics and
Paralympics in 2020, the UK is sharing our experience of delivering these
events safely and successfully.

Global economic growth is underpinned by security.

In Tokyo, we signed a Joint Declaration that transformed our defence
partnership and stepped up our collective response to the threats we both
face.



We saw the strength of our relationship when Japan added its voice to condemn
the nerve agent attack in Salisbury. I want to thank you, Shinzo, for the
support your nation showed.

This year, we are increasing the number of combined exercises between our
defence forces – on sea, land and air.

And we will deploy the Royal Navy warship HMS Montrose to the region,
following on from three naval visits in the past twelve months.

This will help us to enforce sanctions against the DPRK as part of our joint
determination to a peaceful resolution to tension in the region and the
complete denuclearisation of North Korea.

I also welcome our collaboration on new technologies, including exploring co-
operation on future combat aircraft and missile development that will ensure
our forces remain an effective deterrent, while supporting high-skilled jobs
and industries.

Working closely with Japan and our partners in the region ensures a more
connected Asia that is free, open and stable.

And British expertise will help deliver infrastructure projects in the
Pacific region, unlocking commercial opportunities for companies across the
UK.

2019 is an historic year for Japan. We look forward to working closely with
you to ensure a more peaceful, prosperous world.

And I am confident that our shared optimism and close friendship will see our
nations stand together to shape our shared future.

News story: New centre for excellence
to boost modern foreign language
skills

School Standards Minister Nick Gibb has today, Thursday 10th January,
announced the University of York as England’s first modern foreign languages
centre for excellence.

The centre, which will be known as the Centre for Excellence for Languages
Pedagogy, will work with schools to help more young people learn foreign
languages. It is the latest in a series of government initiatives to build a
nation of confident linguists.

The university will now coordinate the work of nine modern foreign languages
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hubs – leading schools that are working with other schools and sharing best
practice – to boost the teaching of Spanish, French and German.

In 2017, a survey of employers by the Confederation of British Industries
(CBI) and Pearson found that only a third of businesses rate the foreign
language skills of school and college leavers entering the jobs market as
satisfactory, with the major EU languages of French, German and Spanish most
in demand.

School Standards Minister Nick Gibb said:

It is important to equip all young people, regardless of their
backgrounds, with the language skills this country needs as an
outward looking global nation.

In the application process the University of York demonstrated that
it has the vision and expertise to be at the forefront of the work
to improve the way in which foreign languages are taught in schools
and to increase the take up of languages at GCSE.

The hubs are already having a positive impact and this direction
will help them go from strength to strength.

Professor Emma Marsden of the University of York’s education department said:

This very solid investment in foreign languages education is
welcome evidence of a commitment to nurturing relations with other
cultures and offering a broad education to all.

Learning languages is associated with a whole raft of benefits –
personal, cognitive, cultural, social, and economic. Yet, in a
largely English speaking population, we have a special set of
challenges in teaching foreign languages and the centre’s work will
help teachers to make the most of every opportunity that can be
offered by secondary schools.

In fact, in the history of public support for languages education
in England, this investment offers a unique opportunity for
researchers and expert teachers to work together and draw on high
quality, international research into language learning and
teaching.

This research will inform rigorously designed materials that will
be made freely available to all.

The centre for excellence – backed by £4.8 million over the next four years –
will raise the standard of teaching in languages based on the Latin alphabet
like French, Spanish and German by taking forward recommendations made in the
Teaching Schools Council’s Modern Foreign Language Pedagogy Review led by



expert headteacher and linguist Ian Bauckham CBE.

Ian Bauckham said:

Improving the teaching and take up of modern foreign languages in
our schools is a central priority. Languages are an essential part
of a rich and rewarding school curriculum, and an improved national
language capacity is needed for the United Kingdom to continue to
play a role as an outward-facing trading nation.

I am delighted that the Government is investing in a centre for
excellence to play a lead role in helping school and teachers to
develop practice in MFL on the basis of research and evidence.

The University of York will be collaborating with a number of
strong partners to support the newly created national network of
MFL lead schools and hubs, basing its work on the 2016 Teaching
Schools Council report on MFL pedagogy.

I have every confidence that this work will help lead to a much
needed renaissance in the teaching and learning of languages in our
schools.

The University was chosen as the centre for excellence after a competitive
tendering process that judged it against a number of key criteria including
its plans to improve modern foreign language take up in participating schools
and its approach to teaching practices.

It will start work with the hub schools immediately.

We have also appointed Cardiff University through a competitive process to
run a mentoring project to encourage pupils’ interest in languages. Based on
their effective model in Wales, Cardiff University will be delivering
‘Language Horizons’ in South Yorkshire, in partnership with Sheffield
University and Sheffield Hallam University.

This pilot project will see university students mentoring 200 Year 9 pupils
in ten schools through a six week programme of online and face to face
engagement, showing them the value of languages in a global world. The aim is
to inspire these pupils to take up languages at GCSE level and beyond.

The Government has already made modern foreign language teaching a priority
through its inclusion in the English Baccalaureate and more pupils are now
studying them at GCSE than in 2010. The first pupils have just sat the new
gold standard modern foreign language GCSEs, which are on a par with the best
in the world and deliver the skilled workforce Britain’s industries need.



Speech: Japanese Prime Minister’s
visit is a chance to celebrate our
friendship with like-minded nations:
article by Jeremy Hunt

I sometimes find that foreign leaders are more aware of Britain’s national
strengths than we are at home.

So let me itemise a few of them.

The UK has the fifth biggest economy in the world, the third biggest overseas
aid budget, the second largest military budget in NATO, and a world-class
diplomatic network, including permanent membership of the United Nations
Security Council.

Our friendships and alliances span the globe. Britain’s role is to use these
connections to be what I call an ‘invisible chain’, linking the democracies
of the world to uphold the post-1945 order.

Today, the leader of a fellow democracy with the same objective will arrive
in London.

Shinzo Abe, the Prime Minister of Japan, represents a nation closely
connected to Britain.

Some countries are endowed with immense natural resources; others are located
in the midst of great continents. Britain and Japan have neither of these
advantages. We are both islands off the Eurasian landmass with modest natural
resources and no option except to prosper through enterprise, innovation, and
a global outlook.

Although separated by distance, Britain and Japan have built a remarkable
economic partnership. As I write, about 1,000 Japanese companies are
operating here, directly employing over 150,000 people and many thousands
more in their supply chains.

In the last 4 decades, the ingenuity and expertise of Japanese management has
helped transform vital sectors of the UK economy, from automotives to
pharmaceuticals. All over Britain, people have benefited from the long-term,
community-focused approach to business that is the hallmark of Japanese
investment.

British business, meanwhile, is increasingly successful in the Japanese
market. In 2017 alone, UK exports to Japan rose by over 12% to reach £13.5
billion.

I first visited the country in 1990 with the aim of learning Japanese. I was
introduced to Japan and wonderfully looked after by Japanese families across
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the country. For almost 2 years, I lived in Kyoto, Nagasaki, and Tokyo.

I learned Japanese with the aid of part-time jobs as a waiter in a French
restaurant in Nagasaki and a coffee shop in Tokyo. I soon discovered the
difference between the exceptionally polite form of Japanese we would use
with customers and the informal conversation in the family home.

This experience left me with a great admiration for Japanese politeness,
perfectionism, and determination.

At that time, Britain’s relationship with Japan was focused on economic ties.
More recently, our friendship has gone a step further. At a time when the
world order that we both wish to preserve is under greater strain than for
many decades, Britain and Japan are cooperating in new fields.

The Royal Air Force, the Royal Navy and the British Army have all been in
Japan for joint exercises since 2016. Just last week, a British frigate, HMS
Argyll, saw in the new year in Tokyo. We are working side by side to enforce
United Nations sanctions on North Korea and help other countries against
terrorism.

Britain and Japan share the same values of human rights and the rule of law,
and the same determination to uphold those values around the world.

It is our friendship with other countries which share our outlook that is the
vital building block for a confident post-Brexit future.

Press release: New UK-Japanese
research partnership to tackle
degenerative and incurable diseases

new UK-Japanese research programme to help treat patients with chronic
degenerative diseases and bring together British and Japanese businesses
to develop a new generation of assisted living products and services
both countries also agree new collaboration on science and innovation,
the ethical use of big data and robotics
today measures aim to harness mutual strengths in science and innovation
as part of the UK’s modern Industrial Strategy and Japan’s equivalent,
Society 5.0

Medical researchers in Britain and Japan are to join forces in the fight to
advance research into treatments for some of the most debilitating
degenerative diseases such as diabetes, heart disease and arthritis, it was
confirmed today (Thursday 10 January).
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Prime Minister Theresa May, Business Secretary Greg Clark and Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzō Abe announced a new £30 million partnership to promote new
technology and innovation that could transform whole sectors and enable
people to live longer, healthier lives in both countries.

The partnership includes a £10 million programme led by the UK’s Medical
Research Council (MRC) and Japan’s Agency for Medical Research and
Development (AMED) that will advance regenerative medicine. The research will
help understanding in critical regenerative processes in human health and
translate research into tools and technologies to treat patients. This could
lead to new therapies for use against many types of cancer, including brain
tumours or leukaemia, and repair damage caused by degenerative conditions
such as motor neurone disease, Parkinson’s disease or multiple sclerosis.

British and Japanese businesses, including startups, will support this by
working together to develop and showcase a new generation of assisted living
products. Through a joint competition focused on employing Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and robotics in assisted living, they can access funding to
help create safe, ethical and intelligent home environments. Additionally,
Britain will join Japan in its Well Ageing Society Summit and Global Round
Table for Dementia.

Business Secretary Greg Clark said:

The UK and Japan are home to some of the most innovative businesses
in the world, and we share the same fundamental belief in the power
of enterprise to improve the lives of our citizens.

This government wants to give older people at least five extra
healthy independent years of life by 2035. Our modern Industrial
Strategy and its Ageing Society Grand Challenge aims to put the UK
at the forefront of new technologies. We can do this most
effectively by reaching out to other centres of excellence around
the world. Japan is the perfect partner with which to build on our
strengths in science, medicine and research and to lead the world
in developing innovative solutions to help us live longer,
healthier lives.

The new NHS long term plan and the modern Industrial Strategy’s Ageing
Society Grand Challenge will help people age well and use technology to
detect and prevent diseases sooner. Today’s announcements will harness the
power of innovation to meet the needs of an ageing society, while putting the
UK at the forefront of the AI and data revolution.

Health Secretary Matt Hancock said:

As global leaders, the UK and Japan must work closely together to
tackle key emerging issues in healthcare, like the challenges of an
ageing population and how we can harness the power of technology to
revolutionise care.
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The UK has one of the most advanced health systems in the world and
is leading the way in life sciences, genomics and artificial
intelligence. Japan will be a crucial partner in the future to
develop the next generation of treatments as part of our long term
plan for the NHS.

Digital Secretary Jeremy Wright said:

The UK is a world leader in AI and data and the unrivalled tech hub
of Europe. By working closely with a country at the cutting-edge of
AI like Japan, we can make sure we remain global leaders in
developing tomorrow’s technology to boost investment, grow our
economy, improve people’s lives, and support our long term plan for
the NHS.

Dr Mark Palmer, Director of International Strategy at the MRC, said:

Regenerative medicine is a fast-moving, interdisciplinary field
that holds the promise of revolutionising medical treatments. The
UK and Japan are world leaders in regenerative medicine research
and we very much look forward to the opportunity for further
collaborative efforts in this field through a joint programme.

A further £20 million in new joint funding will support collaborations
between British and Japanese researchers. The UK and Japan reaffirmed its
commitment to use robotics and AI to carry out tasks too dangerous for
humans. From disaster response to mountain rescues to exploring the seas,
this technology could revolutionise whole industries and has the potential to
save people’s lives.

Helping break down the barriers faced by both nations’ innovative businesses,
UK and Japanese centres of excellence in Artificial Intelligence and data
science – led by the Alan Turing Institute – will share solutions on using
large amounts of data legally, ethically and safely.

Britain and Japan will also collaborate on best practice in accelerating
clean energy innovation. The initiative will focus on making a low-carbon
hydrogen economy possible – with the potential to revolutionise whole
industries from transport to heating and creating a cleaner, greener
landscape. This builds on the UK’s strengths in carbon capture, utilisation
and storage and Japan’s leadership in hydrogen technologies.

Through Britain’s modern Industrial Strategy and Japan’s Society 5.0, Britain
and Japan are committed to strengthening economic links, and will work
together to tackle shared Grand Challenges of an ageing society, Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and data, clean growth, and the future of mobility.

The modern Industrial Strategy sets out a long-term plan to boost the
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productivity and earning power of people throughout the UK. It sets out how
we are building a Britain fit for the future – how we will help businesses
create better, higher-paying jobs in every part of the UK with investment in
skills, industries and infrastructure.


