
News story: Minister Harriett Baldwin
visits Ukraine

During a visit to Ukraine, Minister Baldwin will meet representatives from
government and civil society and see first-hand the positive impact that the
UK is having on the humanitarian situation and Anti-Corruption efforts in the
country.

While in Ukraine Minister Baldwin will announce that the UK is increasing
funding this year by £2.8m for humanitarian support to the country as well as
£3.5m for further peacebuilding activities, including supporting conflict-
affected populations and helping to address gender-based violence.

The UK’s support has already helped to create mine action legislation and
standards in Ukraine. And with UK assistance, the HALO Trust has made over
2.5 million square metres of land safe from explosive remnants of warfare,
saving lives.

Minister Harriett Baldwin said:

I am delighted to be visiting Ukraine to discuss a range of
humanitarian and political issues with government and civil society
representatives. I look forward to attending a demining
demonstration by the HALO Trust, who carry out vital work in
keeping people safe from landmines and other explosive hazardous
threats. I will also meet social support teams who work with
survivors of gender based violence and internally displaced people.
Their work is often harrowing but critical in supporting families
who have suffered the consequences of conflict.

Ukraine also continues to face significant challenges in delivering
the reforms that are needed to improve ordinary Ukrainians’ lives.
Ukraine must stay the course to deliver its vital reform agenda and
fight attempts to derail it. Many of the right steps have been
made, however there is still much work to do. That is why the UK
government remains committed to helping Ukraine combat corruption,
including through support to the National Anti-Corruption Bureau
and funding to the Transparency and Accountability of Public
Administration and Services (TAPAS) project.

The UK is a major donor to Ukraine and provides over £35 million of support,
which includes assistance to combat corruption and carry out economic and
governance reforms. The UK also provides vital humanitarian support to
communities affected by the conflict and is the top donor to the
International Committee of the Red Cross. The UK is also one of the leading
donors in Ukraine supporting survivors of gender-based violence, a problem
often exacerbated by conflict. UK aid in this area includes funding shelters,
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an emergency national hotline and psychosocial, legal and medical assistance
to survivors.

Notes to Editors:

A full list of the UK funded projects in Ukraine in the financial year
2018/2019 can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-programme-assistance-to-ukraine-20
18-2019 (ENGLISH)
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-programme-assistance-to-ukraine-20
18-2019.uk (UKRAINIAN)

With UK funding, 212 Mine Risk Education Sessions (MRE) were delivered
to target communities in this financial year alone. These sessions
reached a total of 9,565 beneficiaries: 2,575 boys, 2,326 girls, 2,256
men and 2,408 women.

Since the outset of UK support in 2015, 88,747 survivors of gender based
violence have accessed shelters, received support from psychosocial
mobile support team or received advice from our hotline.

More than 27 gender-focussed caucuses have now been established in local
councils across Ukraine, as part of a UK Good Governance Fund project on
women’s political participation with NDI. Gender-focussed caucuses
support increased involvement of women in politics, and a gender-
sensitive approach to policy-making and budgeting.

The £3.5m funding uplift comes from the Conflict, Stability and Security
Fund, which supports security, defence, peacekeeping, peace-building and
stability activity across the world. This funding is in addition to the
£14m the CSSF already provides in Ukraine.

The £2.8m funding uplift comes from DFID’s Humanitarian contribution.

Press release: True grit – the husband
and wife keeping motorways moving this
winter

Karen Smith-Storer and her husband Neil work for Highways England as gritter
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drivers in Worcestershire.

The pair – together for 12 years and married for three – have been working
around the clock this winter to keep the Midlands’ major A-road and motorway
network running freely.

Karen – who lives in Worcestershire with Neil – has worked in her role for
the past 11 years. The former HGV driver and Class 1 licence holder says
there’s a healthy rivalry between her and her husband.

We do have a laugh about it when we are together at home, albeit my
husband knows I am the better driver out of the two of us.

We’re lucky in the sense that working and living together hasn’t
impacted on our relationship.

There have even been times when we have crewed up together and it’s
quite nice to work with Neil as we have that familiarity and
understanding of the other person’s traits. I think it really helps
with pressurised situations at work because we have that support
and understanding for one another.

She was enticed into the haulage industry by her father, Jeffrey, who was a
HGV driver. Karen works on vital routes including the M5, M50, A49 and the
M42. And she says some motorists still look twice when overtaking her on the
motorway.

It’s quite funny and it always makes me smile because I have seen
several male drivers look at me and they are clearly surprised to
see this petite woman driving such a large piece of equipment.

I really love my job and I really enjoy the solitude of driving the
truck and being in my own office, of sorts. That said, the
camaraderie of the team in and around the depot which we work out
of makes the role what it is.

Neil says he loves working alongside Karen.

We do have some banter between us but it’s nice because we can
learn from each other and that’s how we look at it.

I also think that’s one of the aspects that I enjoy the most around
the job because our company is very good at listening to what we
tell them, and they will always do what they can to train us and
help us to develop new skills.

But it isn’t always plain sailing working as a gritter driver. Despite
weighing in at some 26 tonnes, last year 36 Highways England gritters were



driven into by motorists.

The pair – who operate from the Strensham depot next to the M5 – have thrown
their support behind calls from Highways England for motorists to leave
plenty of distance between themselves and the gritter in front of them.

Each spreading machine is limited to 40mph and must travel in the middle lane
to ensure the salt is spread evenly and safely across the whole of the
carriageway.

Neil added:

I often see cars trying to undertake me and driving in the hard
shoulder where there could be a stranded vehicle in snow or a
breakdown. The advice would always be to overtake on the outside
lane and leave plenty of distance between themselves and those
driving the machine.

The back of a gritter is the most vulnerable area as it’s where the salt
spreading equipment is located. If it’s struck it can mean the gritter has to
be taken off the road to be repaired, which is costly and could affect
critical services in extreme weather conditions.

Highways England’s national winter and severe weather team leader Paul
Furlong added:

Although the vast majority of people support our gritter drivers by
leaving a sensible distance and only passing when it’s safe to do
so, we do have occasions when people misjudge the situation and end
up colliding with one of our vehicles.

We have also noticed a growing problem with driver using the hard
shoulder to undertake gritters, risking a collision with stationary
vehicles on the hard shoulder and causing a hazard to gritter
drivers who need to exit at motorway junctions.

It’s really important that we keep traffic moving and our gritters
are out on the network enabling us to do that.

During severe winter weather drivers are urged to follow this advice:

In snow and ice: drivers should stick to the main roads where they can
and only travel if necessary. Drivers are also encouraged to make sure
they have a winter kit in their vehicle, including an ice scraper and
de-icer, warm clothes and blankets, and sunglasses to cope with the low
winter sun.
In high winds: drivers should slow down and avoid using exposed sections
of road if possible. Lorries, caravans and motorbikes are at particular
risk.



In heavy rain: drivers should keep well back from the vehicle in front,
gradually ease off the accelerator if the steering becomes unresponsive,
and slow down if the rain and spray from vehicles makes it difficult to
see and be seen.
In fog: drivers should switch on their fog lights and not use lights on
full beam as the fog will reflect the light back. If drivers really
cannot see, they should consider stopping until it is safe to continue.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Baseball bat attacker
has sentence increased

A man who beat another man over a crop of cannabis has today had his sentence
increased after the Solicitor General, Robert Buckland QC MP, referred it to
the Court of Appeal.

Darren Williamson, 36, went to his victim’s home to confront him over rumours
that he had stolen Williamson’s crop of home-grown cannabis. The victim
answered the door and they argued. Williamson then proceeded to beat the
victim so violently with a baseball bat that his spleen was ruptured and he
risked dying of blood loss.

Williamson was originally sentenced in November 2018 to 4 years in prison at
Worcester Crown Court. Today, the Court of Appeal has increased his sentence
to 6 years and 9 months in prison.

Speaking after the hearing, the Solicitor General said:
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“Williamson subjected his victim to a brutal attack based on unproven
allegations against him. I am pleased that the Court of Appeal today decided
that this act of violence warranted a longer sentence, and hope that
Williamson will use this time in prison to reflect on his actions.”

Published 7 February 2019

Press release: Operation Brock –
overnight work to start on the M20 in
Kent

The work will pave the way for HGVs travelling to mainland Europe to be held
on the coastbound carriageway while a contraflow system will minimise the
impact for other people living, working and travelling in Kent.

The arrangement is part of a package of measures, known collectively as
Operation Brock, that will help improve the resilience of the county’s roads.
They also include Manston Airfield and the M26.

Highways England Chief Executive Jim O’Sullivan said:

The steps we are putting in place on the M20 are based on our
extensive experience of working with partners to keep the road
network in this region operating safely and reliably.

They incorporate the lessons learned from our experience of
Operation Stack in 2015 and techniques from our major construction
schemes in other parts of the country. They will make a significant
difference to reducing the congestion and disruption to both the
M20 itself and the wider road network and people of Kent.

Roadworks to install the temporary steel barrier on the M20 that will be used
for Operation Brock is starting this weekend and is scheduled for completion
by mid-March. Overnight closures will be in place between junctions 9
(Ashford) and 7 (Maidstone) to enable the work to take place safely. From
Tuesday 12 February until mid-March there will be narrow lanes and a 50mph
speed limit.

During the overnight closures a clearly signed diversion will be in place via
the A20. If drivers need to travel while these works are taking place, we
recommend they plan ahead and allow more time for their journeys.

Operation Brock gives Kent Resilience Forum partners a set of scalable
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measures that can be used to queue lorries heading for mainland Europe, while
keeping other traffic flowing. Highways England is working in close
partnership with Kent police, Kent County Council and the Department for
Transport to ensure that each phase of Operation Brock can be deployed
sequentially and scaled up or down to meet demand.

These new arrangements offer a significant improvement to Operation Stack
and, crucially, keep the M20 open to traffic in both directions in all but
the most extreme circumstances.

Highways England will also publish traffic orders that will underpin the new
arrangements.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Project to resume to
reduce risk of flooding in Earby

Essential work on a £1million flood alleviation project is to resume in Earby
next week, to reduce the risk of flooding to 91 homes and 17 businesses.

The culvert repair project started in the Lancashire town in July 2018, and
was expected to take 13 weeks to complete.

The project experienced a set back due to a major obstruction being
discovered whilst drilling the new culvert beneath the disused railway
embankment just under halfway along the new route.

The Environment Agency’s contractors, JBA Bentley have now found a solution
to complete the remaining part of the Victoria Clough culvert repair project.

Further investigation of the existing Victoria Clough culvert beneath the
disused railway embankment has found that a technique called ‘pipe bursting’
can be used, to remove the obstruction and install a new culvert along the
existing line.

Works are due commence on Monday 11 February to replace the existing culvert
beneath the disused railway embankment and install an improved trash screen
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at the culvert inlet. This work is expected to take 8 weeks.

Temporary traffic management will be set up on Monday 25 February on the A56
to allow for the permanent repair of the footpath, kerbing and road to take
place safely. This work is expected to take 2 weeks to complete.

Paul Swales, flood risk advisor for the Environment Agency, said:

We are now closing in on the completion of this project and would
like to thank residents and businesses for their patience and
understanding while we carry out this essential work to reduce
flood risk in Earby.

The flood alleviation project involves making Victoria culvert structurally
sound. Culverts are structures which carry water underground. They were often
built to allow development to take place around them such as roads, homes and
businesses. Many people live and work near culverts and may not even know
they are there.

Other elements of the project have progressed well and have been completed,
including 60 metres of structural re-lining of Victoria Clough culvert from
the junction of Valley Road and Victoria Road and the Victoria Road/A56
junction.

The Environment Agency continues to explore other options to reduce flood
risk from all sources in and around Earby. The team is investigating the
options in more detail, which include flood storage areas on Earby Beck, the
New Cut and Victoria Clough and installing a flood defence wall at Albert
Street.

The Environment Agency is looking for volunteer flood wardens to play a key
part in keeping Earby prepared and informed before, during and after a flood.
Anyone interested in becoming a flood warden can email
heather.cottrill@environment-agency.gov.uk to find out more.

By signing up to the Environment Agency’s free Flood Warning service
residents and businesses can receive flood alerts and flood warnings for
Earby Beck and/or Earby New Cut directly to their phone and emails, 24/7.
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