
Press release: Creative agency wins
event contract for Expo 2020 Dubai

The Department for International Trade (DIT), the UK government department
leading the UK’s presence at the major world event with six other co-funding
government departments, has appointed the live event and experiential
specialist to scope, co-design and implement its business, educational and
cultural programme at the UK Pavilion.

Expo 2020 Dubai is the first World Expo to take part in the Arab region and
coincides with the UAE’s Golden Jubilee. Its theme ‘Connecting Minds,
Creating the Future’ is about the power of collaboration and partnership to
create a better world.

The UK Pavilion, designed by Es Devlin OBE and produced by Avantgarde, will
be a major attraction for the anticipated 25 million visits expected to the
event from across the Gulf States and around the world.

Innovision has an impressive track record in the delivery of high-profile UK
Government event programmes, including the GREAT festival of Creativity,
Shanghai, The UK Pavilion at Expo 2015 Milan, British House, Rio and the
GREAT Festival of Innovation, Hong Kong. The agency was also responsible for
the creation of the Olympic Rings installation on Tower Bridge; one of the
most iconic images of London 2012. Other notable work includes global
activation for Facebook and PUMA; major event production for Red Bull and the
creation of the award-winning Parallel, the world’s first fully accessible
mass participation event.

Claudia Douglass, Co-Founder and Managing Director, Innovision, said:

“We are so happy to be working with the fantastic team at DIT delivering the
UK Pavilion at this major world event. The opportunity to work on a global
stage to support British innovation is another proud moment for our agency
and an exciting opportunity to help bring to life our nation’s rich creative
and thought-leading heritage.”

Laura Faulkner, UK Commissioner and Project Director, Expo 2020 Dubai, said:

“Event agency Innovision has a track-record of invention and creativity and
are ideally placed to develop the events programme that will capture the UK’s
world leading offer at Expo 2020 Dubai. The support that they have provided
for Government events in the past has exceeded expectations and we look
forward to this next step.

“Our six-month programme of events activity will demonstrate the UK as a
collaborative nation, showcasing our world leading innovation and creativity
and helping us to foster new international partnerships.”
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Media information

Mona Mohtadi on mona@weareinnovision.com or +44 (0) 20 7034 4846 +44 (0) 7798
845572

About Innovision

Innovision is a live event and experiential specialist; who has been at the
forefront of global event delivery for the past 22 years. The agency’s award-
winning work spans across Government, Corporate, Brand and Sport. Its global
track record also includes event programming and activation across many of
the world’s highest profile mega events, including World Expo, Olympics,
Paralympics, Commonwealth Games and FIFA World Cup. As part of the agency’s
mission to create purpose through experience; Innovision is also an industry
pioneer in the promotion of greater diversity and inclusion.

News story: Home Office hosts North
East serious violence event

The event, held near Darlington, is the latest in a series of engagement
events led by the Home Office to help local partners to take action in their
communities.

Partners from police, health, education, social services, youth offending
services, housing, local authorities and charities will attend to discuss
what national and regional support is available as well to discuss how a new
public health approach will see all agencies working together to stop violent
crime.

The Police and Crime Commissioners for Durham, Cleveland and Northumbria will
also be in attendance to discuss how to ensure how they can tackle violent
crime together.

Crime Minister Victoria Atkins said:

Every day, violence is claiming lives on our streets and within
communities right across the country.

The need to tackle this issue could not be more immediate, or the
impact on families and communities more real.

While tough law enforcement is essential, it is also important to
find long term solutions, particularly to tackle the root causes of
serious violence.
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Police and Crime Commissioner for Northumbria, Dame Vera Baird QC said:

This event shows that the three North East police forces are
determined to continue tackling serious violent crimes.

We are committed to working with partners to show that positive
outcomes can be achieved in addressing this issue. Northumbria
Police continue to be at the heart of our local communities,
working with neighbouring forces and the Home Office.

Police and Crime Commissioner for Durham, Ron Hogg said:

Our approach to tackling serious violence includes a commitment to
early intervention so that young people make positive choices
rather than going down the wrong path. Durham Constabulary’s
checkpoint scheme provides interventions for adults committing
lower level offences and who otherwise would not have received
support to desist from further offending.

Police and Crime Commissioner for Cleveland, Barry Coppinger said:

We welcome the opportunity to bring together partners from across
the region to discuss local plans to tackle serious violence.

In Cleveland, the Early Intervention Youth Fund award will give us
the ability to take forward this important work and prevent
victimisation.

The government’s Serious Violence Strategy places local action at its core,
with a commitment to hosting events across the country being one of 61 other
commitments made to tackle violent crime.

In April, the Home Secretary announced £100million of funding to tackle
serious violence across England and Wales. Yesterday (Wednesday 8 May), the
Home Secretary announced that 18 police forces which experience high levels
of violent crime will receive £63.4 million of this fund, including £2.3
million for Northumbria. The money will be used for additional officer
deployments, improved intelligence, and operations such as targeting habitual
knife carriers.

Around a third of the funding – £35million – will support the setting up of
violence reduction units (VRUs) and other preventative activity across the
country. VRUs are a multi-agency approach bringing together police, health
agencies, local government, and community representatives to tackle violent
crime and its underlying causes.

Another £1.6million is being spent on ensuring forces collect better data to
help their planning and ensure targeted action.



The local engagement event follows the first meeting of a new ministerial
Taskforce on Serious Youth Violence, which was chaired by the Prime Minister
in Downing Street.

Speech: Rory Stewart speech at the
Africa Financial Services Investment
Conference

It’s a great privilege to be here and above all a great privilege to have the
opportunity for the last hour and a half to meet some of you and to learn
from you.

I think if there’s one theme that is central to the way that Britain thinks
about itself in the world in the future. It’s the theme of humility, the
theme of listening to other people, learning from people, working with other
people.

And I think this is particularly true when we come to probably one of the
most difficult intractable and exciting problems in the world, which is the
question of unlocking the potential of the African economies.

When we talk about economies in Africa and many of you will have been to
these conferences all the time, there is a very strange sense that you lurch
from an incredibly optimistic positive vision of where Africa’s going, to
suddenly going to the absolute opposite of people being very, very gloomy.
And I don’t want to repeat the cycle, but clearly in that tension between
these two principles, between the incredible potential of Africa and people’s
sense of frustrations, is something there in the centre of this problem which
needs to be unlocked. And part of that problem is the question of how you
unlock finance and how you unlock money in the centre of those economies.

The big picture I don’t want to bore you with because you’ve heard these ten
thousand times before, and journalists and commentators have been talking
about the potential for Africa for nearly a century. One in ten children born
in the world by 2050 will be Nigerian, potentially by the end of the century
as much as 40 per cent of the population in the world could be African. And
of course, that means that the labour force that is going to power the global
economy potentially by the end of the century will be African, and the
consumers which are going to provide the markets for our goods are going to
come out of Africa. That’s before you even get into the extraordinary natural
resources of Africa itself.

So, the question is why given all that, given the incredible potential of
human capital and natural resources, do we end up in a situation in which
frustratingly in the last 20 years a lot of investment flowing into Africa
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has now actually come out of Africa.

During my own time as Minister, for example, we’ve seen very good long
standing established British banks getting rid of their operations, great
airline companies closing their reach in Africa. And of course, economists
are very fixated on the fact that the middle-class population of Africa,
people with incomes over a few hundred dollars a month, is still relatively
small. We had economists in DFID who used to point out that if you look only
at that segment of the consumer population the middle-class population of
Africa feels as though it’s about the same size as the consumer population of
Belgium, in a place one hundred times the size.

The way to unlock this is of course with finance, and the way to unlock
finance is listening to you and combining what you have to say with what we
can bring, what we can bring as DFID. And of course I am very proud to be the
Secretary of State for a Department that’s entrusted to spend 0.7% of British
GNI – it’s an enormous amount of British taxpayers money to support the rest
of the world– but above all much bigger than DFID’s billions is the trillions
that exist here in the City of London, this great financial centre, that
could be unleashed into Africa.

Probably the most useful hour that I’ve spent recently was the hour I spent
at breakfast this morning.

So, while I was sitting there working my way through my bowl of Frosties and
my banana this morning, I was able to hear from an extraordinary variety of
different people running businesses in Africa.

I heard from a company providing blueberries with the market in the UK, but
are unable to get the money to get the labour force in to extract their
blueberries even though they have the invoice ready, even though they know
where their money is going to come from. The 10-day finance thing in the
supply chain simply doesn’t exist in Zimbabwe. Or somebody else saying ok
look around the edge of Lusaka you can see again and again in almost every
plot, buildings which are a quarter or half completed… people’s homes.

I spent five thousand dollars, I buy my plot of land, maybe I have a little
middle-class income, maybe I’m working for a state enterprise in the capital,
but I’m supporting a big family. I may have a hundred dollars left over at
the end of the month to pay towards my building. I’m getting an itinerant
labour force in to try to build the first or second floor, I haven’t
completed the roof. There is no mortgage fund that I can readily access, I
need $20,000 to finish my home, where am I going to get myself $20,000 from?
Have I got myself tied into debt, where I’m paying an extraordinary amount of
interest on trying to get this done? Is there some way of unlocking money to
allow me to complete my house?

Or again here is Barclays with a huge amount of liquidity and here are a lot
of non-bank, financial lenders who don’t have any cash. What can we do to
provide the intermediaries? What can we do to give the confidence to Barclays
that they can translate the money down to that level? How do we deal with the
fact that the money coming into the pension funds in Africa is coming in



local currency and they want to make their investments in those funds?

Solving those problems is what we in DFID or FSDA (Financial Sector Deepening
Africa) or even many people here in this room are trying to do. And I think
there are two main lessons that I draw out of this problem.

The first lesson is that you have to have the right type of institutions and
the right type of people located at the right places in order to do this.

In formal terms that means from us in DFID that we have organisations like
for example CDC. I was very proud as the DFID Minister responsible for CDC to
bring another very significant, nearly £4 billion worth of investment into
CDC and then to see what that means. That means CDC ends up owning a third of
the electricity generation in Tanzania, ends up employing over 20,000 people
in palm oil in a relatively remote part of DRC. But it also means thinking
about the way that we provide support for example to Trademark East Africa in
order to deal with the problems of borders, the Kenyan border or Rwanda/DRC
border, reducing the time it takes to get goods across the border from three
days down to seven hours. Whether that’s investing in customs posts, training
up customs officers, simplifying the paperwork or simply installing a road
infrastructure to get the trucks across that border more quickly.

Or whether it is the kind of work that we do with PIDG on infrastructure or
our support to green investment bonds in Nigeria or whether it is the energy
we put through AgDevCo or whether it’s our support for example to the garment
industry. Making sure that people working in the garment industries are not
only connected to the buyers in Tescos in London, but that we have the right
specialists coming over from Pakistan in order to develop the factory
processes and the right type of labour protection for the individuals within
that factory so that actually they have the childcare, they have the
opportunity to access education, they’re operating in a good space.

Underlying this I would suggest as a government the fundamental question is
what does the government do, and what do you guys in the private sector do.
How would we as the government sometimes get out of the way to provide space
for you, and where do we lean in? Here I’m going to be a little bit
unashamedly patriotic. There are certain traditional British values which we
ought to be bringing as a British development agency, and I would suggest
that those include first and foremost a reattachment to a very old, maybe
sometimes lost, British virtue of modesty or humility and the ability to
listen to other people.

Secondly an old and somewhat lost British value of patience. Needing a lot of
time to make things work. And finally, the most important thing of all which
we used to pride ourselves on is pragmatism. Not a big theory with great
strategic documents produced by consultants flying in, but a really granular
exact contact to this blueberry farmer, this lady on the edge of Lusaka
trying to get a roof on her house.

Secondly innovation – we have to be innovating all the time. We have to be
bringing new instruments all the time. We have to adjust to the fact, for
example, that since 2008 the financial regulations affecting banks in the



developed world have changed, and therefore a whole new source of
intermediaries are going to have to emerge.

We’ve just had a good presentation of course on FinTech. We’ve got to think
about responsibility we’ve got to think about the way, that as a development
agency we’re not only in the business of trying to grow economies as fast as
we possibly can, we’re in the business of trying to grow those economies in a
way that works for the people in those countries in the long term.

And trying to make sure that as those businesses get off the ground those
businesses are not polluting the rivers and water sources which people then
have to drink out of. Making sure that as those businesses get off the ground
we’re not going to end up with 1,000 gigawatts of coal-powered generating
stations pumping carbon into the atmosphere. Trying to make sure as those
businesses get off the ground we can protect things which are deeply precious
to the planet, to humanity but ultimately the people within those countries
themselves, whether it’s child labour or the environment.

But above all, if I was going to conclude above all, it’s going to be about
people. It’s going to be about people on the ground. It’s going to be about
people with experience of a particular country. We’re not kidding ourselves
that because you spent a lot of time in Benin you’re suddenly are an expert
on Zambia and it’s on making sure that we trust those people, making sure we
have the right type of trust, to stick with somebody through changes. To stay
with an organisation in Zimbabwe where there can be a sudden change in
government. Is there a coup, isn’t there a coup? Is there a fair election,
isn’t there a fair election? What’s happened with the new currency? What
happens when the inflation rates in Ghana are running at 15 per cent. How do
you trust people, people who know what’s going on and get behind them and
stay with them for the time required to really bring the change?

Today I’m very proud to be able to announce three new things that we’re doing
at the Department for International Development. I’m announcing them with a
certain degree of humility because in this whole speech all that I’m trying
to say today is that this is about us listening and learning. There are no
silver bullets. There are no special magic tools that we can bring to solve
the very risky, complicated history of how you work across an entire
continent.

The first thing that I’m proud to announce today is that we are launching a
new partnership with the Bank of England. The Bank of England has quite a lot
of experience on the question of finance. It has quite a long history. It has
been going for many, many years, and we are very proud that we can now work
with the Governor of the Bank of England, Mark Carney, to bring officials
from central banks in other African nations, together with officials from the
Bank of England. The advantage of this is that this is not about consultants
parachuting in, this is about patient long-term relationships between expert
regulators in Africa and expert regulators in London working together,
hopefully over decades, to learn from each other.

The next thing we’re announcing today is the launch of a £31 million Currency
Exchange Fund. Why are we putting £31 million into that? Because we’ve



identified one of the biggest problems for people operating in Africa is the
issue of currency. DFID wants to get into that space. There is no silver
bullet, but it is going to be a very important part of unlocking potential,
particularly of pension funds, whether they’re African pension funds or
international pension funds, and all the money this could bring into the
sector.

And finally, we’re announcing today that we are going to conduct a large
DFID-funded national survey across the United Kingdom in order to understand
British citizens attitudes towards ethical investing in Africa, to make sure
that we understand what it is citizens are looking for in those ethical
investments. And to provide the information to them so that they have some
confidence in those investments, so we can harness, not just the money of
British citizens, but the values of British citizens.

At the beginning of 2020, we will have an African Investment Summit and I’m
looking forward to seeing most of you in this room at that summit. If that
summit and today’s announcements are about anything, it is about our
fundamental principle that when Africa prospers the world prospers and when
the world prospers, Britain prospers.

We should partner together, develop together, learn together. Bring our very
different strengths and weaknesses together, bring the ageing population of
Britain working together with the incredible, dynamic, young populations of
Africa. Bring your natural resources together with the finance of the City of
London, but above all harness the power of people.

Trust people, local people, people on the ground for their innovation, their
ingenuity, their energy. Through this partnership, through our investment
which I and the British people are deeply proud to make with you, we will
discover that we probably have less to teach Africa than we have to learn
from Africa.

Thank you all very much indeed.

News story: New guide to help consumer
markets better support adults at risk

Supporting customers who do not make their own decisions has been developed
by Office of the Public Guardian (OPG), the UK Regulators Network (UKRN) and
the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) working
with sector regulators. These include Ofcom, Ofgem, Ofwat and the Financial
Conduct Authority.

In a joint foreword to the guide, Minister for Small Business, Consumers and
Corporate Responsibility at BEIS, Kelly Tolhurst, and Ministry of Justice
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Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Edward Argar, said:

Powers of attorney are a valuable tool that helps some of our
country’s most vulnerable people have their affairs managed before
or when they have lost mental capacity. However, those who act in
the best interests of adults at risk often find the process of
dealing with the companies they rely on both confusing and
inconsistent.

This guide sets out clear policies and advice. It provides clarity
to the law and helpful information which can ease the burden and
stresses that new and current care givers face on a day-to-day
basis, by making their simple transactions as smooth and problem
free as possible.

Supporting customers who do not make their own decisions is available from
the UKRN website.

Press release: West Midlands anglers
ordered to pay over £111,000 for
licence offences

The Environment Agency successfully prosecuted nearly 400 anglers in the West
Midlands during 2018-19 netting a total of more than £111,000 in fines and
costs.

Figures just released show that in the 12 months up to the end of March this
year, in the West Midlands 393 people were ordered to pay costs and fines
totalling £111,246.91 for fishing without a licence or with an incorrect
licence. During this period, fisheries officers carried out 4,885 licence
checks.

Nicky Tomlinson of the Environment Agency said:

Buying an annual licence costs £30 and takes only minutes online,
yet a small number of anglers continue to flout the law and risk
prosecution.

It’s important anglers have a licence before fishing; the money
from licences is invested into England’s fisheries and rivers,
improving the sport of angling.
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Anglers should also ensure that they are familiar with our byelaws,
which are available on the Environment Agency web pages.

Nationally, there were 1,633 successful prosecutions during the same period,
resulting in fines and costs totalling £475,299.04. There were 65,853 licence
checks carried out during 2018-19. Information on fishing licences is
available on the gov.uk website.

https://www.gov.uk/fishing-licences

