
Press release: UK Hydrographic Office
appoints Chief Executive

The UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO) is pleased to announce the appointment of
Rear Admiral Tim Lowe CBE as the new Chief Executive and Accounting Officer.

Tim joined the UKHO as National Hydrographer and Deputy Chief Executive in
2015. In January 2019, he was made Acting Chief Executive, leading the UKHO’s
transformation to become a marine geospatial information agency and
hydrographic office.

This included overseeing the opening of the UKHO’s award-winning office and
championing key projects that have helped government, academia and the wider
marine community make the best use of our oceans in safer, more secure and
more sustainable ways.

Commenting on his appointment Tim said:

I am extremely proud to have been appointed Chief Executive at such
a pivotal moment for the UK Hydrographic Office.

As we approach the ‘Decade of Ocean Science’, the need for marine
geospatial data and expertise has never been greater, with the
world facing increasing challenges in terms of safety, security and
maximising the utility of our ocean resources in a sustainable way.
Whether supporting the safe navigation of ships, helping our navy
to keep our shores safe, or enabling coastal communities to
understand their marine environment and grow their marine economies
– we are well placed as an organisation to meet these challenges.

I am looking forward to leading the UKHO into these exciting times
ahead, as we continue to collaborate with our friends and partners
across the globe to grasp this unique opportunity and unlock the
value of marine geospatial data.

A serving Rear Admiral in the Royal Navy, Tim is also a navigation and
underwater warfare specialist and has commanded both ashore (HMS COLLINGWOOD)
and afloat (three Sea Commands and two Operational Commands).

Other previous assignments include leading the Combined Maritime Forces
counter piracy activity in the Indian Ocean (where he established the Shared
Awareness and Deconfliction meeting), two assignments with NATO, and policy
and operational staff appointments in the MOD, Flotilla and Fleet HQs.

On assuming the role of Chief Executive and Accounting Officer Tim will
relinquish his Naval duties and responsibilities.
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Press release: UK uses expertise &
exporting power to help build
‘Egyptian NHS’

Vodafone, the British telecom operation has won a major contract that will
from a key-part of the Egyptian government’s push to roll out NHS-style
universal healthcare for every man, woman and child in the country.

With backing from the Department for International Trade, Vodafone has
secured a £100m project to build Egypt’s new Health Insurance IT system.

The government in Cairo want the IT to underpin a new primary healthcare
system similar to that which operates in the UK.

Partnering Vodafone is IT giant DXC Technology, who are already responsible
for the IT infrastructure services across the NHS Supply Chain.

It comes as UK firms and government work together to undertake a range of
other healthcare activity, to share the benefits of the NHS and British
pharmaceutical industry with Egypt.

The NHS has trained 33 Egyptian GPs, with plans for a total of 300
doctors to be trained by 2020

Department for International Trade and Healthcare UK have supported over
£1.3 billion of NHS exports since 2016

Glaxo Smith Kline (GSK) to boost local manufacturing hubs in Cairo to
meet soaring local demand, creating 60 new jobs

Vodafone to help build universal healthcare IT platform

Vodafone’s programme in partnership with DXC is to provide a digital
healthcare services platform to facilitate the roll-out of Egypt’s universal
health insurance scheme.

It will begin as a pilot in Port Said, before being rolled out to four other
governorates and then nationwide, potentially benefiting millions of ordinary
Egyptians.

The NHS is also sharing its world-leading healthcare expertise with doctors
and nurses from Egypt thanks to a healthcare Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) that offers training to medical professionals in Egypt. NHS
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practitioners have already trained the first group of 33 GPs in Egypt, with
plans for a total of 300 doctors to be trained by 2020.

Secretary of State for International Trade Liam Fox said:

We in Britain are proud of our NHS and how it provides access to
healthcare for everyone. I myself used to be an NHS doctor before
becoming an MP, so I know how important it is.

It is a system that is respected around the world and we want to
help other countries do what they can to secure the same benefits
for their people.

That’s why we’ve stood by Vodafone as it sought and secured this
contract which, as part of the Egyptian government’s reforms, will
help revolutionise healthcare for people here – It is the beginning
of an Egyptian NHS for the Egyptian people.

GSK invest in Cairo manufacturing plants

British pharmaceutical giant GSK Consumer Healthcare, a GlaxoSmithKline
company has also invested around 100m Egyptian Pounds (EGP) in two major
production lines in Cairo to meet local demand for its products.

GSK Consumer Healthcare aims to produce more Voltaren Emulgel (pain relief)
and Otrivin (decongestant spray) through local manufacturing, creating 60 new
jobs in Egypt. Demand for British medicines in Africa has soared by 78% over
the last decade and pharmaceutical exports to the region are now worth
£455.9m.

Egypt is already bearing the fruit of its cooperation with the UK as a new
wave of British investors seek to do business in Egypt. To further enhance
the strategic ties between the UK and African countries, the government is
hosting an Africa Investment Summit on 20 January 2020 in London.

ENDS

Notes to editors

Vodafone is the leading telecom operator in Egypt and has 40mn
subscribers – twice as many as in the UK

Latest statistics from the ONS show UK firms sold more overseas in the
2018/19 financial year, £639.9 billion, than at any time since records
began



The UK has now achieved export growth in the last 36 consecutive 12-
month periods on a rolling basis

Separate OECD data shows UK exports grew faster than Germany, France and
Italy between 2016 and 2018

The NHS Long Term Plan launched earlier this year, supported by a
historic funding settlement, to deliver an NHS fit for the future. This
includes bringing the NHS into the digital age, by improving systems and
using new technologies to give people access to services and information
they need in a way that works for them

News story: Minister hears from
construction workers on immigration
system

Immigration Minister Caroline Nokes yesterday (Thursday 30 May) met with
construction workers in Liverpool to discuss plans for the new skills-based
immigration system, which be introduced from 2021.

The minister met with international workers during a visit to a Willmott
Dixon construction site, where she heard first-hand experiences of working in
the UK and using the immigration system.

She also visited the Business Growth Hub in Manchester, where she met with
small business owners to consult on the government’s plans for the future
immigration system.

The visits are part of a year-long engagement programme across the UK to
listen to the views of businesses and communities with over 80 events held
nationally so far.

Immigration Minister Caroline Nokes said:

Our new skills-based immigration system will be built around skills
and what people can contribute, rather than where they come from.

Speaking directly with businesses and communities about these plans
is vital because its important they work for the whole country,
including cities like Manchester and Liverpool.

Our plans will allow us to attract the talented workers we need for
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our economy to prosper but also deliver on the referendum result
and end free movement.

The government’s proposals will scrap the annual cap on the number
of visas issued for skilled workers, thereby removing barriers for
businesses who need overseas talent.

They will also abolish the resident labour market test for high-skilled
workers and widen the skills threshold to include people with qualifications
equivalent of a levels.

The new immigration and borders system will be implemented in a phased
approach from 2021 and full details are available in the government’s White
Paper.

Press release: The Government Actuary
is reappointed in post

The Government Actuary, Martin Clarke will continue in his role for a further
5-year term. He was originally appointed in 2014, and the Prime Minister has
now approved his reappointment.

As the Government Actuary, Martin Clarke is the principal actuarial adviser
to the government. He leads the Government Actuary’s Department (GAD) and is
its Accounting Officer.

Speaking about his reappointment, Mr. Clarke said: “I’m really pleased this
means I can continue to lead and work with the teams in GAD for the next 5
years. As the department marks its centenary this year, I believe this sense
of continuity is just as important as we continue to work on complex and
long-term issues for our clients.”

GAD supports effective decision-making and robust reporting within government
as the first-choice provider of actuarial and specialist analysis, advice and
assurance.

News story: Nationwide infrastructure
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tour launched today in Essex

On the tour, the Minister will ask leaders for their views on the kinds of
infrastructure needed at a local level, and call for final responses to the
Treasury’s consultation on financing infrastructure.

The tour will feed into the UK’s first-of-a-kind national infrastructure
strategy – announced by Chancellor Philip Hammond at last year’s Budget –
which will be published alongside this year’s Spending Review. The Strategy
will provide a response to the National Infrastructure Commission’s National
Infrastructure Assessment, and set out the government’s long-term plan for
economic infrastructure.

The Minister’s first stop is Ørsted’s Gunfleet Sands Offshore Windfarm in
Essex, to see how the UK’s offshore wind revolution is leading the way and
creating jobs.

He will hear how the Government’s Industrial Strategy and Offshore Wind
Sector Deal are supporting the sector, and how infrastructure investment
could help build on this success.

The Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, Robert Jenrick, said:

We are investing record amounts in our infrastructure.

But as we build on this impressive record, it is important to let
people across the country have their say. Together we can ensure
our infrastructure is fit for the future and serves people’s needs.

Every region in the UK has a key role to play in boosting
productivity and prosperity, therefore I am looking forward to
hearing from businesses of all sizes and local communities as part
of this tour.

This follows the Minister’s UK-wide tour of business innovation in 2018,
which lifted the lid on efforts to tackle the productivity gap and how
infrastructure could help play its part.

Further Information

the National Infrastructure Commission was established in January 2017
as an executive agency to help plan, prioritise and ensure efficient
investment in infrastructure
the government is consulting on how best to support private investment
in infrastructure, so that as we leave the EU, good infrastructure
projects continue to be able to access the finance they need. The
consultation closes on 5 June
the Infrastructure Finance Review will inform both the 2019 Spending
Review and the upcoming National Infrastructure Strategy
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