
Press release: Green light for
investment in electric car battery
development

Government invests £23 million to keep the UK at the forefront of
electric car development
Companies benefiting from this government investment will use it in the
development of the latest battery technologies
Part of the modern Industrial Strategy’s Future of Mobility Grand
Challenge

Companies across the country are set to benefit from £23 million government
investment to help them keep the UK at the forefront of developing the latest
electric vehicle technology.

Businesses ranging from small designers to major car manufacturers are among
the winners of the government’s Faraday Battery Challenge announced by
Business Secretary Greg Clark.

It forms part of the government’s drive to maintain the UK as a world-leader
in the latest technologies and emerging markets, through its modern
Industrial Strategy.

The Faraday Battery Challenge brings together world-leading academia and
businesses to accelerate the research needed to develop the latest electric
car battery technologies – a crucial part of the UK’s move towards a net zero
emissions economy.

It is also a key contributor to all new cars and vans being effectively zero
emission by 2040.

Winners include:

Mining consultancy firm Wardell Armstrong who will work with experts at
the Natural History Museum and mining firm Cornish Lithium to lead a new
study looking to develop a UK supply of lithium, helping to meet the
massive demand expected from the transition to electric vehicles
A Jaguar Land Rover-led project to maximise battery performance while
maintaining safety
A study looking into the use of artificial intelligence in battery
manufacture, led by materials technology company Granta Design.

Business and Energy Secretary, Greg Clark said:

We are committed to ensuring our world-leading automotive sector
can flourish. These exciting new projects will build on the UK’s
reputation for excellence, our rich heritage in the auto industry
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and pave the way for advances towards a cleaner economy.

We will continue to invest in future car manufacturing, batteries
and electrification infrastructure through our modern Industrial
Strategy and today’s winners will be crucial in ensuring that the
UK leads the world in the global transition to a low carbon economy
– one of the greatest industrial opportunities of our time.

Today’s £23 million investment forms part of the total £274 million that will
be awarded to consortia across the UK through the Faraday Battery Challenge,
part of the government’s Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund (ISCF).

Faraday Battery Challenge Director Tony Harper said:

Across the three rounds of funding competitions we have now awarded
a total of £82.6 million to 63 projects.

This is a massive investment in business-led battery R&D in the UK,
supporting innovative technologies and helping to build a UK supply
chain that can compete on the global stage”.

UK Research and Innovation Chief Executive, Professor Sir Mark Walport, said:

The Faraday Battery Challenge brings together the UK’s world-class
expertise across research and industry to deliver battery
technologies that will power the vehicles of the future.

The projects announced today emphasise how this collective
expertise is being brought to bear on the biggest challenges facing
the development of next-generation electric car batteries, from
their power source and performance to safety and manufacturing.

Notes to editors

Other projects that were granted funding are listed.
The ISCF is delivered by UK Research and Innovation (UKRI). UKRI is a
new body which works in partnership with universities, research
organisations, businesses, charities, and government to create the best
possible environment for research and innovation to flourish.
The Faraday Battery Challenge is a £274 million government investment
into battery technology through the Industrial Strategy. It will develop
safe, cost effective, durable, lighter weight, higher performing and
recyclable batteries in the UK which will power the next generation of
electric vehicles.
As a key part of the UK government’s modern Industrial Strategy, the
Future of Mobility Grand Challenge was announced in 2017 to encourage
and support extraordinary innovation in UK engineering and technology,
making the UK a world leader within the transport industries.
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This includes facilitating profound changes in transport technologies
and business models, to make the movement of people, goods and services
across the nation greener, safer, easier and more reliable.

Press release: Charity Commission
reports on inquiry into Oxfam GB: “No
charity is more important than the
people it serves or the mission it
pursues”

Charity Commission publishes critical report on Oxfam GB, finding
that aspects of the charity’s past record on safeguarding amount
to mismanagement, and takes regulatory action.

Charities are being warned that no charity is more important than the people
it serves or the mission it pursues, and that all are judged on their
actions, not their words.

It comes as the regulator publishes a critical report on Oxfam GB, and finds
that the charity repeatedly fell below standards expected, had a culture of
tolerating poor behaviour, and concludes that it failed to meet promises made
on safeguarding, ultimately letting everyone down.

The inquiry finds the charity failed to heed warnings, including from its own
staff, that its culture and response around keeping people safe was
inadequate, and made commitments to safeguarding that were not matched by its
actions.

The report, which takes into account over 7,000 items of evidence, examines
the charity’s handling of events in Haiti, and separately its more recent
record on protecting people, including its beneficiaries, volunteers and
staff, from harm.

It concludes that some of the charity’s failings and shortcomings amount to
mismanagement, and the Commission has used its powers to issue Oxfam GB with
an Official Warning, and Directions under Section 84 of the Charities Act
2011.

“Missed opportunities and a flawed response” – Oxfam GB and Haiti
2011

The regulator finds that the then executive of Oxfam GB mishandled aspects of
its response to allegations of misconduct in Haiti in 2011.

http://www.government-world.com/press-release-charity-commission-reports-on-inquiry-into-oxfam-gb-no-charity-is-more-important-than-the-people-it-serves-or-the-mission-it-pursues/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-charity-commission-reports-on-inquiry-into-oxfam-gb-no-charity-is-more-important-than-the-people-it-serves-or-the-mission-it-pursues/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-charity-commission-reports-on-inquiry-into-oxfam-gb-no-charity-is-more-important-than-the-people-it-serves-or-the-mission-it-pursues/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-charity-commission-reports-on-inquiry-into-oxfam-gb-no-charity-is-more-important-than-the-people-it-serves-or-the-mission-it-pursues/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-charity-commission-reports-on-inquiry-into-oxfam-gb-no-charity-is-more-important-than-the-people-it-serves-or-the-mission-it-pursues/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charity-inquiry-oxfam-gb


Overall, the Commission concludes that there had been a “culture of poor
behaviour” and poor accountability among staff in Haiti at the time, of which
individuals took advantage.

The Commission also finds that the charity’s reports to donors and the
Commission itself were “not as full and frank about the nature and
seriousness of the incidents and problems in Haiti as they should have been”.
The inquiry’s view is that Oxfam GB’s approach to disclosure and reporting
was marked, at times, by a desire to protect the charity’s reputation and
donor relationships.

Specifically, the inquiry found that the charity:

did not adequately follow-up whether victims of sexual misconduct in
Haiti were minors
did not report allegations of child abuse by Oxfam GB staff in Haiti,
failing to take the risks to alleged victims seriously enough
dealt with staff members implicated in sexual misconduct in Haiti
inconsistently, notably by appearing to treat senior staff more
leniently than junior staff
missed opportunities to identify and tackle early warnings before the
events in Haiti in 2011

“Repeatedly failed to meet promises made”– Oxfam GB’s wider
record on safeguarding

The inquiry also examined Oxfam GB’s wider approach to safeguarding,
historically, and more recently, and concluded that the charity’s own
commitments and promises in the past were not always matched by its actions.

It says this results from its leadership, up to 2018, applying insufficient
resources to keeping people safe from harm, and concludes that this and other
systemic weaknesses amount to mismanagement in the administration of charity.

The inquiry also finds the charity missed opportunities to address issues
raised by its own safeguarding staff, and exposed the charity to undue risk.

Specifically, the inquiry finds that:

resourcing and capability around safeguarding at the charity between
2015 to 2017 did not match the risks associated with the charity’s
global reach and the nature of its work
the charity’s approach to safeguarding case work was at times
unstructured and a lack of adequate assurance and oversight mechanisms
meant trustees were unable to identify serious failures in case
handling, including poor record keeping, failings of which the inquiry
is “extremely critical”
weaknesses in the charity’s HR practices prior to 2018, particularly
concerning problems around vetting and referencing and management
oversight, led to a ‘culture of tolerance of poor behaviour’
as late as 2017, promises that the resources for safeguarding would be
increased were not delivered



Helen Stephenson, Chief Executive of the Charity Commission, said
the regulator’s findings demonstrate that the incidents in Haiti
were symptoms of a wider problem:

What went wrong in Haiti did not happen in isolation. Our inquiry
demonstrates that, over a period of years, Oxfam’s internal culture
tolerated poor behaviour, and at times lost sight of the values it
stands for.

The charity’s leadership may have been well-intentioned. But our
report demonstrates that good intentions have limited value when
they are not matched with resources, robust systems and processes
that are implemented on the ground, and more importantly, an
organisational culture that prioritises keeping people safe.

I would like to thank the whistleblowers in this case, who took the
courageous decision to come to us with their concerns. Their
contribution has made, and will continue to make, an important
difference.

She added that there is continued hard work ahead for Oxfam GB:

The charity’s new leadership has acknowledged past mistakes and
committed publicly to learning the lessons.

But significant further cultural and systemic change is required to
address the failings and weaknesses our report identifies. And so
the conclusion of our inquiry marks the beginning, not the end of
the process of change for Oxfam GB. Its leadership has hard work
ahead of it. We will be watching their progress closely in the
weeks and months ahead.

In a foreword to the report, Baroness Stowell, Chair of the
Charity Commission, says no charity is more important that the
mission it pursues or the people it serves:

No charity is so large, nor is its mission so important that it can
afford to put its own reputation ahead of the dignity and wellbeing
of those it exists to protect. But the implications of this inquiry
are not confined to the failings of a single, big charity, because
no charity is too small to bear its own share of responsibility for
upholding the wider good name of charity.

Ultimately being a charity is more than just about what you do, it
is also about the way in which you do it. The Charity Commission is
determined to reassure the public that it understands this
fundamental point and will work with the sector it regulates to



demonstrate that fact in the months and years ahead.

Regulatory action and next steps

On 7 June 2019, the Commission exercised its legal powers and issued an
official warning under section 75A of the Charities Act 2011 on the grounds
there has been some areas of mismanagement in relation to Haiti and its
safeguarding governance prior to 2018.

The action will give the public assurance the charity was being held to
account for past failings, corporately and collectively and also assist in
giving confidence to current and potential donors and funders that there has
been sanction for previous failings where the charity has fallen short on
safeguarding.

The inquiry concludes that the charity, through its leadership, has made
significant progress in improving weaknesses in its safeguarding, but makes
clear that “significant further cultural and systemic change” is required to
address fully the failings and weaknesses identified.

Therefore, on 10 June 2019, the Commission exercised additional legal powers
and issued Oxfam GB with a regulatory Direction under Section 84 of the
Charites Act 2011. The order directed the trustees to take specified actions
including to submit an action plan for the Commission’s approval by 30 June
2019, which will set out the steps by which it will implement the outstanding
actions and recommendations required by the Commission. The direction will
provide the regulator assurance that the charity will implement the
outstanding actions necessary.

In closing the inquiry the Commission provided general regulatory advice and
guidance under Section 15(2) of the Act in relation to trustee duties on
safeguarding and trustee duties.

Background to the inquiry

The Commission’s statutory inquiry into Oxfam GB opened in February 2018,
after the regulator examined documents shared by the charity regarding
allegations of misconduct by staff involved in its humanitarian response in
Haiti.

The Commission was, at that time, already engaged with Oxfam GB on
safeguarding matters, and in November 2017 had issued the charity with an
action plan setting out a range of actions the charity was required to
undertake, including an externally led review of its HR culture, and a review
of the organisation’s structures, management reporting lines, and resourcing.

Notes to editors:

The Commission’s investigation opened in February 2018, to examine the1.
charity’s governance, including leadership and culture around
safeguarding matters, and its management, policies and practices. The



inquiry consisted of two parts; the first examined the charity’s
handling in 2011 of the complaints about its staff in Haiti; the second
part examined Oxfam GB’s wider approach to safeguarding, historically,
and currently, which included supervising an independent review around
safeguarding in the charity.

Ends.

News story: Economic talks to boost
UK-China relations

The tenth Economic and Financial Dialogue (EFD) between the UK and China will
be held on 17 June in London, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Philip
Hammond, announced today.

The UK-China EFD will see the Chancellor host Vice Premier Hu Chunhua and a
Chinese delegation in London for a series of events to discuss multilateral
and bilateral economic issues, financial services cooperation, and trade and
investment.

Over the last ten years, EFDs have secured billions of pounds worth of
commercial deals for UK companies, boosting investment and jobs. They have
also established the UK as the leading financial services partner for China
with, for example, an agreement to pursue the London-Shanghai Stock Connect,
expanding market access for UK financial services firms, and establishing
London as a leading global centre for RMB trading. UK financial services
exports to China last year were worth £332 million alone.

Chancellor of the Exchequer, Philip Hammond, said:

Our economic and financial relationships with countries like China
are key to our global future, and this tenth EFD will see the
golden era of relations between our two countries further
strengthened.

The size of China’s economy makes it a vitally important trading
partner and a significant player in tackling many global
challenges. Our EFD with China will emphasise market access for UK
companies and cooperation on shared global challenges, like
decarbonisation, that benefit all of us.

UK exports to China have tripled since the first EFD in 2008, growing from
£7.6 billion to £23.1 billion in 2018. These regular EFDs are crucial to help
boost the UK’s economic relationship with a key market, now the world’s
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second largest economy. The last UK-China EFD took place in December 2017 in
Beijing. Other EFDs also take place with Brazil and India.

Press release: Rowanoak directors
found guilty of waste crime

The Environment Agency have successfully bought those responsible to account
for abandoning 2,000 tonnes of waste at Shaw Road, Dudley in 2016.

On Wednesday 5 June, jurors at Wolverhampton Crown Court convicted the
directors of Rowanoak Waste Services Limited for their failure to comply with
permit conditions and enforcement notices at the site known as Rowanoak.

The court heard that operations at the site led to complaints of smells and
dust. Employees of nearby businesses described the smell as ‘stomach
churning’ and felt physically ill as a result of the odour coming from the
site. The smell was described as rotting vegetables and resembled that of
sewage. The dust had an impact on neighbouring businesses, covering
customers’ cars and business vehicles. Debris from the waste piles blocked
the guttering and affected air conditioning at nearby factory units.

Rowanoak Waste Services Limited and director Kevin Allan were found guilty on
all counts in relation to failures to make sure the Shaw Road site was
operated in accordance with the conditions of the permit and compliance
notices.

Randle Hawkins was found guilty of non-compliance with a revocation notice
but cleared of four other charges relating to the breach of permit conditions
and enforcement notice. Mr Hawkins stated during the trial that he was
unaware that he was a director at the relevant times.

Mak Waste Ltd and its director Brian McIntosh, had previously admitted their
part in the failure to comply with the conditions of the permit on the site
and the continual failure to action requests for compliance made by
Environment Agency officers.

Edward Venables (formerly Boulton), also a director of Mak Waste Ltd, was
found not guilty of all three charges against him.

The activities on site were in breach of the conditions of the permit. The
Environment Agency used various enforcement tools to try and bring the site
back into compliance, but those operating the site failed to act on the
advice and guidance provided. Enforcement notices were not complied with and
the site was then abandoned in 2016 with a significant amount of waste left
in situ. Environment Agency officers worked with the landowners and the waste
was removed in March 2017.
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It is expected that His Honour Judge Kershaw will sentence all defendants at
Wolverhampton Crown Court later this year.

Speaking after the case, the Environment Agency officer in charge of the
investigation said:

Waste crime is a serious offence with tough penalties. It can
damage the environment, blight local communities and undermine
those who operate legally. We aim to disrupt, prevent and
investigate illegal waste activity and take enforcement action
where we can. In this case, those found guilty, by being in breach
of their permit, continued to operate their site illegally and
continually ignored the Environment Agency’s efforts to reduce the
waste.

The Environment Agency use all the enforcement powers available
where we believe environmental offences have been committed.

Allan, McIntosh and Hawkins have shown a complete disregard for the
local community, subjecting local businesses to months of misery by
illegally and inappropriately and storing large quantities of waste
on the site.

Everyone who disposes of waste has a duty of care to ensure their waste is
handled correctly. Whether you are a business, local authority or householder
you must make sure you know where your waste goes so it doesn’t end up in the
hands of illegal operators.

You can help disrupt and prevent waste crime activity by reporting it. The
Environment Agency urge people to report waste crime on our Incident Hotline
0800 80 70 60 or anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

News story: RAF Typhoons scrambled to
intercept Russian transport aircraft

RAF Typhoons scrambled to intercept Russian transport aircraft – GOV.UK

Royal Air Force (RAF) Typhoon fighter jets based at Ämari Air Base in Estonia
launched on Monday 10 June to intercept two Russian transport aircraft that
were flying close to Estonian airspace.
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This is the sixth QRA scramble and intercept since the RAF took over enhanced
Air Policing in Estonia.

Working in partnership with the Estonian authorities, this was a routine NATO
airspace policing mission for the Typhoon detachment providing continued
reassurance in the region.

This is the sixth QRA scramble and intercept since the RAF took over enhanced
Air Policing (eAP) from the German Air Force on 3 May 2019 as part of Baltic
Air Policing.

The lead pilot from XI (Fighter) Squadron said:

We were scrambled to intercept an Antonov AN-24 Russian military
transport aircraft (NATO Callsign ‘Coke’) that was flying in
international airspace close to Estonia from the south.

Approximately ten minutes later we were re-tasked to intercept an
additional Antonov AN-26 transport aircraft (‘Curl’) which was
following the same routing as the first.

Both intercepts were routine and carried out in a safe and
professional manner.

The Royal Air Force is deployed on Operation AZOTIZE in Estonia in support of
Baltic Air Policing.

The UK operates in support of NATO to reassure our allies and is a further
demonstration of the UK’s commitment to the security of the region.
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