
Statement: Government Legal Profession
Legal Trainee Scheme

We have been alerted to the circulation on social media of a ‘key’ claiming
to provide answers to the situational judgement test (SJT), which forms a
part of the assessment for the GLP Legal Trainee Scheme.

Action has been taken by our partners, TMP/PeopleScout, who administer
assessments on our behalf, to ensure the integrity of the processes is
maintained and the system remains robust.

Government Legal Profession

Home Office hosts event to promote
diversity in public appointments

Yesterday, the Home Secretary and Second Permanent Secretary welcomed leaders
from business, charity and grassroots organisations as well as academics and
other stakeholders to the Home Office to encourage a more diverse talent pool
to apply to public appointments.

Public appointments are, typically, an appointment for a chair or non-
executive director of a board of a public body or for a member of an advisory
committee.

Appointees offer expert insight and strategic direction to public bodies and
committees, such as the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs or
Independent Monitoring Boards. In order to ensure that the best candidates
are recruited, the Home Secretary and department are working to ensure that
the recruitment pool is as wide and as diverse as possible.

Home Secretary Sajid Javid said:

Diversity on boards is essential in making our public services even
stronger.

I want to encourage and develop more talent from minority groups
and ensure public positions are opened- up to everyone.

If you have the talent and skills, and you want to make a
difference, then I would urge you to apply.
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Second Permanent Secretary Shona Dunn said:

The Home Office are proud of our diverse workforce. It is really
important that we are representative of the society we serve.

It is only right that this extends to every aspect of our work. I
would strongly encourage anyone interested to learn more and apply
to these vitally important public appointment roles.

To find out more about public appointments, view current vacancies and apply,
please visit the Cabinet Office website.

Sir Alan Duncan welcomes Greece’s
recognition of Juan Guaido

I am delighted to see this important early decision by the incoming
Government of Mr Kyriakos Mitsotakis.

It is excellent to see Greece join the vast majority of European Union member
states in recognising Juan Guaido as the constitutional interim President of
Venezuela.

We must maintain pressure on the brutal Maduro regime. The Venezuelan people
deserve change.

UK government to cut electricity bills
for consumers in the north of Scotland

the higher cost of powering homes in the Shetland Islands is currently
picked up by consumers across northern Scotland
today the UK government vows to make the system fairer by spreading the
cost across Great Britain
consumers living everywhere from Thurso to Aberdeen would save on their
energy bills

Households in the northern parts of Scotland could soon save money on their
electricity bills thanks to UK government plans to more fairly distribute the
costs for providing electricity to the Shetland Islands.
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The isolated nature of Shetland’s electricity system means it costs £18
million more a year to keep its 23,000 residents’ homes and businesses
powered, than it does to provide power on the mainland. The cost is currently
picked up by consumers in the north of Scotland through their electricity
bills.

These costs are expected to rise to £27 million from next year in order to
deliver a necessary upgrade to Shetland’s power supply. The UK government is
concerned about the burden this would place on consumers in the north of
Scotland.

It has today (11 July 2019) published a consultation announcing plans to
spread the costs of powering Shetland across Great Britain from April 2020,
meaning consumers across the northern part of Scotland – from Thurso to
Aberdeen – would save around £17 a year on their electricity bills.

Minister of State for Energy and Clean Growth, Chris Skidmore, said:

The UK government is committed to ensuring everyone across the
country, including in the remotest parts of northern Scotland, has
access to a reliable energy supply at a fair price. We’ve already
shown this through our price cap – intervening in the market to
protect loyal consumers in all parts of the union from being
overcharged.

Consumers in the north of Scotland should not have to fund the
costs of maintaining Shetland’s energy security alone. The ability
to share costs more widely is one of the benefits of being part of
the United Kingdom and these plans will mean consumers in the north
of Scotland will soon receive a welcome saving on their bills.

Shetland is different to other Scottish islands as it’s the only part of
Britain’s licensed distribution network that is isolated. It’s unable to
benefit from the economies of scale enjoyed by other islands, which are part
of the integrated network, which is why costs have always been higher.

Scotland Secretary David Mundell said:

I warmly welcome the UK government’s plan to cut the electricity
costs of consumers in the north of Scotland. Spreading the costs
across the whole of Great Britain reflects the unique circumstances
in Shetland and northern Scotland. The UK government is determined
to deliver for all of Scotland’s communities.

The UK government’s Hydro Benefit Replacement Scheme already
provides an annual cross-subsidy of £61 million to protect
electricity consumers in the north of Scotland from the high costs
of electricity distribution in the region. It is funded by charges
on electricity suppliers across Great Britain.
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The scheme will be used to deliver the new funding arrangement for Shetland’s
electricity, meaning that the total assistance provided through to the north
of Scotland consumers will be almost £90 million a year.

View the consultation on the hydro benefit replacement scheme and common1.
tariff obligation.

UN Human Rights Council 41: UK Closing
Statement

The UN Human Rights Council concluded its 41st session today, passing
resolutions on Syria, DRC, Philippines, Eritrea, Ukraine and Belarus, a
number of resolutions that seek to protect the rights of women and girls,
LGBT people, and on a range of other important issues.

The Human Rights Council is a vitally important part of the rules-based
international system and the UK’s support for its work, and that of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and her Office, remains steadfast.

I was pleased that during this session the UK was able to co-sponsor
resolutions on Child, Early and Forced Marriage, Discrimination Against
Women, Equal Pay and Violence Against Women and Girls. I am proud of the UK’s
strong leadership in the protection and promotion of gender equality and the
rights of all women and girls. The UK also strongly supported the renewal of
the mandate of the Independent Expert on Sexual Orientation or Gender
Identity.

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights; human rights
are universal, and apply equally to all people, everywhere. The international
community must work to address all forms of discrimination, be it on the
basis of gender, race, religion, disability, sexual orientation or gender
identity.

Syria

I welcome the adoption of the latest Syria resolution by the Council. As the
regime continues its indiscriminate offensive in Idlib, it is right that the
Council continues to draw attention to the immense human suffering there. All
parties must return to the agreed ceasefire, act to protect civilians, and
abide by international law. The Council has also rightly drawn attention to
the plight of detained and missing Syrians and their families’ search for the
truth. I welcome the UN Special Envoy for Syria’s focus on this vital issue,
and call on the international community to cooperate with his efforts.

DRC
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On DRC, I welcome the renewal of the UN Team of Experts’ mandate. I encourage
the DRC authorities to continue to cooperate with the UN Team of Experts to
address the serious human rights situation in the DRC, to bring justice to
the victims of human rights violations and abuses, including sexual violence,
and to fully engage in the reconciliation process in order to bring peace and
stability to the Kasais.

Ukraine

I welcome the adoption of the resolution on Cooperation and Assistance to
Ukraine in the field of human rights. The continued technical assistance and
monitoring mission, provided by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, enables the critical work of monitoring human
rights and helps to promote and protect human rights in Ukraine, including
illegally annexed Crimea.

Philippines

I urge the Government of Philippines to engage constructively with the issues
raised in the resolution on the human rights situation there.
Sudan

The UK highlighted longstanding concern at the human rights situation in
Sudan, and condemned recent violence against peaceful protestors. We welcome
important political progress and the opportunity presented by the recent
political agreement towards civilian rule. Human rights must be respected
throughout this transition and beyond, including the right to freedom of
expression and peaceful assembly. Those responsible for past violations and
abuses must be held to account, and we welcome the commitment to a
transparent investigation. The September session of the Council should
consider what assistance Sudan needs to ensure human rights are protected.

Elsewhere, I welcome the renewal of the mandates of the Special Rapporteurs
on Belarus and Eritrea.

Finally, I want to reiterate my support for the work of the Special
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and thank her
for her report into the murder of Jamal Khashoggi.

The work of the Human Rights Council is vital in bringing states together to
protect and promote universal human rights around the world. The UK
government plays, and will continue to play, an active role at the Council
and will continue to support its efforts to hold those who violate or abuse
human rights to account.


