
MAIB Annual Report 2018 published

We have published our annual report, which highlights the work of the branch
during 2018 and includes:

a report from the Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents
an overview of accidents reported
a summary of investigations started
details of investigation reports published
responses to recommendations issued
marine accident statistics

Read MAIB Annual Report 2018

Press enquiries

Press enquiries during office hours 01932 440015

Press enquiries out of hours 020 7944 4292

New rights for victims of crime

Greater clarity through simplified and improved Victims’ Code
Entitlements updated to better reflect changing nature of crime
Part of government’s Victims’ Strategy to make sure support is
consistent across the country

A consultation launched today (17 July), aims to strengthen the Code of
Practice for Victims of Crime (Victims’ Code) – a statutory document which
sets out the minimum level of service victims can expect from criminal
justice agencies, including the police and courts.

Under the code, all victims of crime – whether they choose to report it or
not – are entitled to a range of support and information to help them cope
and as far as possible recover from its effects.

However, victims and groups representing them felt that the code’s complexity
and inconsistencies in the way it is applied across the country mean that
some victims are missing out on the support they are entitled to.

For example, in recent years only 15% of victims said they were given the
opportunity by police to make a Victim Personal Statement (VPS), despite it
being one of the Code’s key entitlements. In addition, 69% of victims choose
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not to report their allegations, and so may not be aware of their rights
under the Victims’ Code.

Ministers are therefore seeking views from victims, charities, criminal
justice agencies and anyone with an interest in the issue on how best to
raise awareness, as well as making the Code clear and accessible so that it
better meets victims’ needs.

Justice Minister Edward Argar said:

The Government’s commitment to better support victims of crime is
clear today in our strengthening of the Victims Code. The nature of
crime is changing and the Code must keep up.

Being a victim of crime can be life-changing, and how people are
subsequently treated within the justice system, can make a huge
difference in helping them recover.

By strengthening the Code, we will give victims a louder voice in
the process, ensure that they are better heard through their
journey in the criminal justice system, and make sure they can
access the support they need.

But this is only one part of the picture, and our Victims’ Strategy
sets out how we will drive further improvements, including
consulting on a Victims’ Law.

Victims Commissioner, Dame Vera Baird, said:

For many victims their journey through the criminal justice system
can be a frustrating experience with many unaware that they have
entitlements, let alone what they are.

This consultation offers an opportunity to change much of this. But
this can only happen if the views of victims are heard and taken
into account.  I very much hope this consultation will provoke a
lively exchange of ideas and that these will be the building blocks
for a world class victim support.

I welcome the consultation and congratulate the Ministry of justice
on the considerable preparatory work it has done.



Proposals set out today include:

Greater clarity around victims’ rights, such as a right to be given
information about the investigation and criminal proceedings and the
right to make a VPS;
Improved awareness that victims who do not report the crime or withdraw
from the criminal justice process are entitled to the same support as
those who do report it;
Creation of a short, user-friendly guidance to help victims to
understand their rights under the Victims’ Code;
Creation of a guide for practitioners working in the criminal justice
sector to help them understand and deliver their obligations within the
Victims’ Code;
Revising the current categories for victims entitled to an enhanced
service to make it simpler, with a greater focus on identifying and
meeting the needs of the victim.

Notes to editors

The consultation will run from 17 July to 11 September.
The consultation addresses these themes at each stage of the process:

Information and communication – Victims have told us that timely
and accurate information and communication are key to meeting their
needs.
Victims’ voice – Victims want to be listened to and their views and
needs taken seriously.
Support – The support for victims should always be of a
consistently high quality and accessible to them all.
Specialist support – Recognition that many victims need access to
specialised support.
Accountability – Victims should be confident that they will receive
the services to which they are entitled and have redress if this
does not happen.

The Victims Strategy was published on 10 September 2018, setting out the
government’s vision of a justice system that supports even more victims
to speak up with certainty that they will be understood, protected and
supported, whether or not they report a crime.
The Strategy included 89 commitments, of which 32 have already been
delivered.
The Victims’ Code came into effect in 2006 as part of the Domestic
Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004. It built on the support for
victims within the Victims’ Charter which was introduced in 1990 and
which set out for the first time the levels of service victims of crime
should expect. The Code was updated in 2013 and again in 2015.
This consultation is the first step in delivering on the commitment on
the Code. We intend to consult later this year on the detail of a
Victims’ Law to explore how government and other public bodies can be
better held to account (compliance) for the service offered to victims
under the Code.
Enhanced entitlements are services which are offered to victims who are
more likely to require extra support and services through the criminal
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justice process due to the nature of the crime they are victim of or
because of their particular vulnerability as a victim. 
Join the conversation online using #SpeakOut

Industrial, Infrastructure and
Manufacturing Business Council: 16
July 2019

The Prime Minister hosted her Industrial, Infrastructure and Manufacturing
Business Council at Downing Street earlier today.

The council, co-chaired by Sir Roger Carr, Chairman, BAE Systems and Sir Ian
Davis, Chairman, Rolls Royce, discussed important issues affecting the UK
business environment including the apprenticeship levy and carbon capture and
storage (CCS).

They also discussed green mobility, the UK automotive sector’s transition to
ultra-low emissions, and the importance of smart construction.

The Prime Minister welcomed the hard work by all members of the council in
producing their recommendations and emphasised that hearing directly from
business had been a key focus during her premiership. She reiterated that the
council’s contributions are important and valued across Government.

On the apprenticeship levy the Prime Minister welcomed the council’s
proposals for increased flexibility and transparency. She emphasised the
importance of continuing to deliver higher level apprenticeships to meet
current and future skills needs. She agreed the detailed proposals should
continue to be worked up by members and feed into the ongoing review into the
apprenticeship system being led by the Treasury.

On green mobility, the Prime Minister welcomed proposals for a transition
council and the plans to scope future opportunities for alternative fuels,
such as hydrogen. She agreed that the council should continue to work with
BEIS officials to push the work forward.

The Prime Minister agreed that there were tangible economic opportunities for
the UK in progressing carbon capture storage and that the technology was
vital for meeting net zero emissions targets. She set out that the Government
would continue to work closely with the council to test out investment
opportunities and agreed that both Government and industry needed to move at
greater pace and scale to make this a reality.

The Prime Minister recognised the role that smart construction has to play in
the future and that this should be used to set a standard in the sector.
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The Prime Minister concluded the session by thanking the council for their
constructive proposals and confirmed that the Government would continue to
push the agenda forward.

Embracing the new Space Age

Good afternoon everyone. It’s a pleasure to be here at Policy Exchange.

I’ve always been delighted to come to events here, they’ve certainly inspired
me in my career over the past 15 years.

I simply couldn’t have imagined back in the early 2000s that one day I’d be
standing at Policy Exchange addressing this august institution as the Space
minister, or as my 4-year-old daughter calls me, Minister for the Universe!

It’s personally really satisfying to see Policy Exchange make that decision
to gear up towards looking at space policy through the establishment of its
space policy unit and indeed to launch its own space manifesto.

And of course, the date today is a very important date in any space fan’s
calendar. For today marks the 50th anniversary of the launch of the Apollo 11
mission.

It was at about this time 50 years ago, at T-minus 20 minutes before lift-
off, that Jack King, the ‘voice of Apollo’, reported that 2 faults had been
detected during countdown.

The first, was to do with communications equipment, which easily fixed.

The second was more serious, a leaky valve on the fuel line providing
hydrogen to the Saturn V rocket. And a small team of technicians had been
sent urgently to find a solution.

So just imagine the scenario. Twenty minutes before you start a 4-day,
250,000 mile trip into the void of space – propelled by human ingenuity and
around 7.6 million pounds of thrust – a man with a wrench walks by and tells
you don’t worry, he’s just got to do a quick repair to the rocket, and if
there’s a problem move on to Plan B.

Or, alternatively, imagine being that technician. Years of planning and
training, trials and tests; millions of dollars if not billions spent; the
expectations of a nation and the attention of a global audience, all waiting
to see what happens. The pressure would have been incredible.

But the prize was worth it. The moon landings have inspired generation after
generation – after all, what child doesn’t want to be an astronaut? But the
spin-off benefits from the research needed to explore space have also been
undeniable – ranging from laser eye surgery to landmine removal, to portable
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X-ray machines and even baby formula.

So, it is not surprising that 50 years on, we still talk about the moon
landing with admiration and reverence. And while I was born too late to see
Apollo 11 touchdown in the Sea of Tranquillity, although I was watching on
catch-up over the weekend the remarkable Moon landings live programme, I have
always found space generally to be utterly fascinating, not least because of
Apollo 11. We all know the names of the first men on the moon. When we think
of space, we often think of NASA and the Kennedy Space Centre. And we all
remember the immortal words spoken by Neil Armstrong as he stepped onto the
moon’s surface for the first time.

But this is where I want to make an intervention. Because, I think, for many
people, that’s sort of been the end of it – the big challenge was walking on
the moon, and once Armstrong and Aldrin had done it, we started to think that
space had somehow been ticked off. After all, only 10 other people have
boldly gone where those 2 did, and nobody has set foot on the moon since
1972.

But, unless you’re an Olympic long-jumper, one giant leap is never the end of
the story. And since 1969, we’ve come on in leaps and bounds in our knowledge
of space, but also in our use of space.

Just look at Tim Peake – our very own British astronaut. Children today have
been just as inspired by Tim Peake, and his return mission to the
International Space Station, as kids were by Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin
in 1969.
It was a real honour to speak alongside Tim on the return of the Soyuz space
capsule which is now on display in the Science Museum. If you haven’t seen it
please do go and see it. It’s remarkable.

And as Space Minister I’ve been quickly aware of the strength of our own
remarkable space industry. Just looking at our history, the UK was the third
country after USA and USSR to have a satellite of our own in space – Ariel 1.
And our early lead spurred the growth of key British companies like Inmarsat
and Surrey Satellite Technology Ltd, as well as big companies active here
from Airbus to Lockheed Martin.

And this strength absolutely continues today: our space industry has tripled
in size since 2000, becoming one of the fastest growing sectors in the UK
economy. It employs close to 42,000 people throughout the UK, has an income
of almost £15 billion, and, through the use of our satellite services,
supports an estimated further £300 billion of economic activity.

I want the UK’s efforts in space to continue to grow, and for us to play our
fullest role in exploring the solar system and understanding the universe.
But this isn’t just about looking outwards at the universe, by going to Mars
or hosting the headquarters of the Square Kilometer Array right here in
Britain at Jodrell Bank, which I was delighted to see had the announcement on
the UNESCO World Heritage Site last week.

Most pressingly, I believe that our efforts in space will help to preserve



life right here on Earth. Through measuring the temperature of oceans, to
monitoring changes to biodiversity and the extent of deforestation, satellite
technology today is enabling us to observe the very real-time changes
happening right here on Planet Earth.

And the UK has significant capabilities in satellite Earth Observation,
including through our membership of Copernicus, which I want to see continue.
These capabilities range from radar remote-sensing through to ultraviolet
analysis of the physical, chemical and biological systems here and also to
observe how these are changing.

These capabilities are pushing the frontiers of environmental science. For
instance, the amazing work being done by the British Antarctic Survey to
measure sea-ice dynamics or predict the future of the polar ice sheets.

As humanity’s impact on the world becomes ever more dramatic, gathering
evidence from space becomes an increasingly pressing challenge.

Earth Observation, I believe, is therefore an essential green technology,
vital for monitoring our changing planet and informing the decisive action we
need to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2050. And this is a phenomenal
economic opportunity for the UK also – the earth observation sector is
growing rapidly, currently supporting around £92 billion of economic
activity. I want to see this progress continue as we continue to work to
tackle climate change and deliver green growth.

And this work really shows that UK must continue to be one of the leaders of
this new space age – a space age that isn’t rooted in Cold War rivalry, but
in communication, in collaboration and in commercialisation; a space age
which recognises the pivotal role that space will have in delivering life-
enhancing and sustainable benefits right here on earth.

A very significant step, which I’m also pleased that Policy Exchange has
supported in its Space Manifesto, is the creation of a National Space
Council, which we announced just last month, and which will coordinate the
Government’s space strategy and capabilities. This coordination will also be
driven by a new National Space Framework, which will be owned and operated by
the Council.

This will have implications throughout our society, because space affects
policy in a wide range of government departments. Most obviously the Ministry
of Defence for security and defence – indeed, my colleague Penny Mordaunt
will be speaking at the Air and Space Power Conference later this week. But
also the Cabinet Office for civil contingencies, Defra for earth observation,
BEIS for industry and climate change, DCMS for communications, and across
many other departments in terms of the enabling technologies that space and
satellite technology can provide.

The National Space Framework therefore recognises three top-level national
priorities aligned with the Cabinet Office-led Fusion Doctrine: those of
Prosperity and Knowledge, Security and Protection, and thirdly Global
Influence.



Through these, the Council will improve its understanding of future UK
requirements, deliver the practical joint working across all government
departments to improve policy coherence and, importantly, working with the
sector, to achieve our ambitious growth targets. Last year the Space Growth
Partnership published ‘Prosperity from Space’ – a blueprint to build on our
success to date, to enable the UK to access over £70 billion worth of new
opportunities by 2030. And we set out a national ambition of accelerating
growth to secure 10% of global market share in commercial space activity by
this date.

The structure of the National Space Council is still to be agreed with the
Cabinet Office, but we expect it to have a permanent full-time secretariat
and formal supporting structures from across government, industry and
academia.

As we saw from President Macron’s recent announcement of a new space defence
command in France, governments all over the world are recognising the
strategic value of space. And for the UK, the new Space Council will provide
renewed focus and ambition, to accelerate the excellent progress that we’ve
already made to date.

We’ve also reaffirmed our commitment to the European Space Agency, or ESA –
an organisation which we helped to found, and that we are absolutely proud to
be a part of. We’re contributing around £300 million to ESA each year, and I
believe that is money entirely well spent. After all, for every £1 we invest
with ESA, we see an average return of £10.

While 50 years ago we were embarking on the mission to the moon, the next big
space mission will be to Mars.

So I was delighted to see that the new Exo Mars rover will bear the name of a
British woman and one of our great scientists, Rosalind Franklin.

The Rosalind Franklin rover will search for evidence of life on Mars, and it
is packed full of British tools like the PanCam, a camera developed at UCL’s
Mullard Space Science Lab which can record the landscape in 3D.

But our commitment to ESA is also more than just about financial investment,
it’s also about investment in people, for space literally knows no borders.
So, as part of our ESA membership, I’m delighted to announce we’ve made
certain that British ESA staff working in Europe, and also European ESA staff
working in the UK, will enjoy the same rights as one another as a result of
the ESA Host Agreement: access to healthcare, pensions and benefits – and,
most importantly – the right to have families of ESA staff living, working
and learning in whichever ESA country they call home.

We’re committed to continuing collaboration with member states in ESA on
research and on development – particularly in such an important year for ESA,
with the Council of Ministers in November, where member states will agree
ESA’s future programmes of work.

It’s fantastic to see that already preparations for that are also building up
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to an ambitious programme based on global collaboration, excellent science as
well as commercial programmes that will support our Industrial Strategy.

You’ve probably heard enough from me about my road to 2.4% speech series I’ve
been making as Research and Innovation Minister, but the government’s
commitment to raise research and development spending to 2.4% of GDP offers a
considerable opportunity to space and other technology-based sectors. The
space sector is 6 times more R&D intensive than the UK average, and we will
continue to work closely with ESA in order to develop programme proposals
that benefit R&D as well as boosting our national capabilities.

This complementary approach offers significant opportunities to maximise the
commercial and scientific impact of space, but also to maximise its role in
tackling problems like climate change I discussed earlier. I look forward to
continuing this strong and vitally important partnership, and to seeing many
more fantastic achievements from ESA, for many years to come.

But our vision must also be international, and for some immediate evidence of
our determination to work with all countries across the globe, I’m excited to
say that on Thursday I’ll be signing a new memorandum of understanding
between the UK and Portugal, alongside Portuguese Space Minister Manuel
Heitor.

And beyond Europe, we’re also excited to host several international space
agencies at the UK Space Conference in September, which will be the most
important space-related event in the UK this year. We expect to see a host of
international space agencies attending, supported by trade delegations.

Space is a truly global endeavour that benefits everyone, but we can only
achieve these benefits if we have a safe and secure space environment. The UK
is leading international discussions to determine practical ways both
governments and industry can ensure Space will be available for future
generations.

Building on our work with ESA, and the increased global appetite for
international space agencies to work together, the UK Space Agency is now
looking to enhance our level of international engagement and cooperation
through a series of bilateral programmes.

The intent is to provide a real opportunity for the UK space sector, industry
and academia, to strengthen its international relationships while also
continuing to collaborate with our close partners across Europe.

That’s a key theme which runs right through the engagement I’ve taken
forwards, also with our publication of our International Research and
Innovation Strategy.

I’m delighted that space continues to form part of a wider strategy we have
across government.

But that’s also why I can announce today that NASA and the UK Space Agency
have today signed a letter recognising our joint interest in accessing the
Moon for science, and in using private sector capabilities to support this
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endeavour. They have also agreed to set up a working group to coordinate
joint scientific research and also to identify for the future collaborative
opportunities, including the possibility of using a proposed UK commercial
communication service at the Moon.

Our two countries have a fantastic history together, and space exploration
has been a part of it for quite a while. Back in the 70s, Richard Nixon
gifted pieces of moon rock gathered by Apollo 11 and Apollo 15 to some of
America’s allies, including the UK.

If any of you went to a reception in Downing Street tucked away in a corner
by the Prime Minister’s office you were able to see this piece of wood
encapsulating the Moon rock. I understand you can now see them in the
National Maritime Museum in Greenwich.

It’s so important that today on this 50th anniversary of the launch of Apollo
11, we’re able to make this continued joint commitment for the future.

But if these mentions of NASA start making you think that maybe it is all
about the USA after all, I’d like to set the record straight.

We as the UK have that fantastic story to tell. We are, for example, a
satellite telecoms powerhouse; one in four telecoms satellites contains parts
made in the UK. In fact, when I visited the Space Park at the University of
Leicester in March, I was fascinated to hear about the instruments built at
the University since 1967.

The University is obviously looking to maintain its track record, and I was
very pleased last week to announce almost £14 million of funding to the
University’s METEOR centre, which will be a hub for innovation in satellite
design and operation, for revolutionising how we use the data that our
satellites gather.

And also, exciting new businesses like OneWeb, which aims to provide high-
speed broadband to the world through a constellation of 650 satellites, to
have chosen the UK as their Headquarters.

I’ve met a host of companies on my tours across the UK and I have to say the
enthusiasm and the drive of those leadership teams of these companies to do
more if they have the chance and to provide that supporting role where we can
as government, and will continue to do.

To continue this progress, I’m delighted to announce today a £2 million
investment in ten new projects to develop innovative new instruments, which
will put UK industry and universities in pole position for new commercial and
scientific missions.

During the Farnborough International Airshow back in 2018, the UK Space
Agency announced more than £30 million of funding for Sutherland in Scotland
– helping Highlands and Islands Enterprise to develop a vertical launch
spaceport; giving Orbex the means to build a new launch vehicle; and helping
Lockheed Martin to establish launch operations and an innovative new
satellite deployment system, known as the Orbital Manoeuvring Vehicle,



boosting Scotland’s reputation as a go-to destination for vertical satellite
launches.

Meanwhile, at the other end of the country, last month we’ve now joined up
with Cornwall Council to invest a total of £20 million into the Newquay
Spaceport, which is developing horizontal launch operations with Virgin
Orbit.

The Space Industry Act 2018 is a major step forwards in establishing a safe
and supportive regulatory framework to enable launches to take place from the
early 2020s, and we’re working across government to develop the detailed
regulations to implement the Act with industry and other interested parties.

We are also working with international partners to put in place the necessary
agreements for companies from around the world to be able to come here to the
UK, while investing in related facilities and technology, including almost
£100 million for a new National Satellite Test Facility in Harwell, and £60
million for Reaction Engines to develop their revolutionary air-breathing
rocket technology, which can be thought of as a cross between a jet and a
rocket engine.

This is an exciting project that builds on Britain’s aerospace heritage; an
amazing feat of engineering with a wide range of potential applications, and
it’s now seen investment from BAE Systems, Boeing and Rolls-Royce. I’m
pleased to see the engine’s current tests in Colorado going so well, and I’ll
be following the progress of the UK tests next year.

It is absolutely vital that these projects and investments continue, because
the UK simply cannot afford to opt out of space. As I said I am not old
enough to remember the moon landings but I do remember Project Juno. My
father even worked on developing a Doppler ultrasound system, or the ‘Juno
Dop’, for the mission. But in the end, the Juno mission failed to take off
and Helen Sharman had to hitch a ride on a Soyuz. Because the rest of the
world simply doesn’t wait, we had to run to catch up.

We cannot make that same mistake twice. We need to build on our strengths and
to make space a major priority for the UK’s future. This means continuing to
be a major investor in ESA, to put forward our best and most talented minds,
and to invest in our satellite applications cluster from Glasgow to
Goonhilly. We cannot afford to be left behind again.

So, let me round off this speech where I started – with the hydrogen valve on
Saturn V, a few minutes before the launch of Apollo 11. In the event, the
problem with the valve was a minor one. The team poured on cold water to
freeze the valve, tightened some bolts and bypassed the valve all together.
The countdown proceeded as planned, and everything was in place for ignition,
just a few minutes from now at what would be 2:32pm, GMT.

It was the start of an amazing journey. One that has inspired all of us for
half a century. The Arts and Humanities Research Council together with the UK
Space Agency have been compiling stories from those who watched in real-time
the moon landing, and I think it’s fair that we give the last words to some



of them.

There are many great tales emerging out of this new research, but I want to
focus on just 2 stories of scientific inspiration.

Nigel Shadbolt, Principal of Jesus College, Oxford, said:

I was 13, a young boy in a small village in the Peak District. I
remember the exhilaration of the moment… an exhilaration shared
with bleary eyed friends later that morning in School Assembly. The
night’s events instilled in me a passion for science. A passion
that led me into a 40 year career in Artificial Intelligence and
Cognitive Science.

And the account of Lance Thompson says it all:

I would not choose to have been born at any other time: my 62-years
have been so influenced by the ‘Space Race’ it is difficult to
imagine any other life for myself. The passion I had for the whole
adventure resulted in me following a career in engineering,
specifically in remote sensing. For a young lad from Newcastle,
this was not the usual prospect. Had I not popped into the world at
just the right time I would not have been inspired by mankind’s
greatest undertaking.

For these 2 young boys, the moon landings were a moment of magic that helped
shape the course of their entire lives. And for all of us, young or old,
space continues to inspire and amaze. It brings the visceral excitement of
embarking on voyages of discovery. It sparks major scientific advances in our
understanding of the universe. And it creates opportunities, opportunities
for businesses to deliver great new products and services to consumers. These
are the reasons, among many, that we continue to persist and invest in space.

So, as we celebrate the 50-year anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission this
week, I want us to remember that the small step that Armstrong took was just
the first in an amazing, inspiring and essential journey. And that journey is
one that I’m proud that the UK will be continuing on for many decades to
come.

Thank you.

New UK aid funding to tackle Ebola in
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DRC

Speaking at an event about the crisis in Geneva yesterday (Monday 15 July),
the International Development Secretary, Rory Stewart, announced funding of
up to £50 million to aid the ongoing response in North Kivu and Ituri,
eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), as well as helping
neighbouring countries to prepare.

UK aid has already supported vaccines, surveillance and the construction of
treatment centres in response to the outbreak, as well screening on the
borders of countries next to eastern DRC. This new funding will enable this
life-saving work to continue in the affected areas.

From the start of this outbreak, the UK government has consistently supported
the government of the DRC, the World Health Organisation (WHO), the wider UN
and NGOs to stop the spread of this disease, providing financial, technical
and political backing.

However, more is still needed and the International Development Secretary has
warned there must be a truly international response to this global crisis.

The meeting in Geneva, led by the WHO and the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, convened key participants including the
UK, other international donors, the UN, the government of the DRC and heads
of NGOs, to take stock of the response. The DRC’s Minister of Health, Dr Olly
Ilunga, said the meeting in Geneva yesterday had been of key importance.

At the event, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency
Relief Coordinator Mark Lowcock thanked the UK for its generosity and for
taking a leading role in tackling the spread of Ebola.

The outbreak in the DRC is the most complex public health emergency in recent
history. It is the second largest Ebola outbreak ever and the first in a
conflict zone, with high levels of community mistrust around the response.
Ebola has killed more than 1,600 people since it started in the region in
August last year and the situation is far from under control. More must be
done if the response is to be successful.

At the event yesterday, the International Development Secretary expressed his
deepest condolences following the death of two Congolese Ebola health workers
over the weekend. Response efforts have been continually hampered by violent
attacks on health workers and health centres by armed groups. The UK
continues to condemn these attacks and commends the extraordinary bravery of
Congolese and international responders who are striving tirelessly to end the
outbreak.

Drawing on what he saw in the DRC during a visit in early July, the Secretary
of State gave a stark account of the crisis and once again called on other
countries to play a bigger role in supporting the response as a matter of
urgency, specifically warning that they need to step up their funding.
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International Development Secretary, Rory Stewart said:

There are still a lot of things to be very, very worried about.
This is not a moment for complacency – we are literally on a knife
edge. We are going to have to put a lot more money into this on a
no regrets basis. It is smart to spend money now, so we don’t have
to spend much more later.

To put it very bluntly the money is simply not coming through. I
raised this at the G7 meeting in Paris with development ministers
earlier this month. The United States has done an enormous amount.
We would be hugely grateful if other G7 countries really stepped
up.

I want to say a huge thank you to the enormous number of actors who
are on the ground, from the Congolese teams on the front line, to
the Ministry of Health in the DRC to the WHO to NGOs. They are all
doing an extraordinary job.

ENDS


