
New Traffic Commissioners to be
appointed

This follows the decision by Simon Evans to step down from the role of North
West traffic commissioner and the retirement of Nick Jones from the Welsh
role on reaching the statutory retirement age.

Simon Evans says:

“After 27 most illuminating and fulfilling months in the position of TC for
the North West, I have decided to step down from my full time
responsibilities. I am though most grateful to be afforded the opportunity to
revert to being a DTC, and to maintain an active regulatory role, whilst
achieving the work/life balance that I now desire.”

Nick Jones will also continue to fulfil the role as a Deputy Traffic
Commissioner.

The Traffic Commissioners for Great Britain wish to thank both for their
services and look forward to working with them in their new roles.

New economic plan to boost innovation
and maximise opportunities in
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

Area aims to become a global leader in the region’s life sciences, food
production, artificial intelligence and advanced manufacturing sectors
Business Minister Lord Henley meets Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
leaders today to discuss how plans will boost productivity and shape new
opportunities

A new economic blueprint for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough is unveiled
today, designed to maximise productivity and innovation in the area’s leading
life sciences, food production, artificial intelligence and advanced
manufacturing sectors.

The new Local Industrial Strategy aims to harness the full potential of
innovation in the region, and features a Skills and Apprenticeships Hub to
support the local community.

Developed in collaboration with local leaders, Government and businesses, the
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Local Industrial Strategy sets out how the
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area will contribute towards delivering the national Industrial Strategy’s
aim to raise productivity levels and create high-quality, well paid jobs
across the country.

Business Secretary Greg Clark said:

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough alone contribute £22billilon a year
to the UK economy. Today’s Local Industrial Strategy – one of four
published across the Oxford-Cambridge Arc – will help boost this
even further.

In particular, today’s Strategy will mean the area can build on its
global reputation for innovation and enterprise by focusing on its
world-leading life sciences, artificial intelligence and advanced
manufacturing sectors, delivering highly-skilled jobs and securing
a strong local economy for years to come.

Mayor of the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority, James Palmer
said:

The first Local Industrial Strategy for Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough will help create the conditions to achieve our
ambition of doubling economic output and ensuring future prosperity
is felt by more people.

This bold strategy has clear actions to help firms grow, become
more productive and increase local and global reach, while
fostering and sustaining broad-based growth across our economy for
years to come.

And it is about putting people first, by underpinning our economy
with better infrastructure and transport links and delivering the
skills our workforce needs to secure higher quality, better paid
jobs while boosting productivity.

We now have a strategy which recognises the strengths and
challenges of our sub-economies of the Fens, Greater Peterborough
and Greater Cambridge, delivering a ambitious and joined-up
masterplan that works for people and enterprise.

To coincide with the launch of the Local Industrial Strategies, Business
Minister Lord Henley met representatives from across the Oxford-Cambridge Arc



today to discuss how these local economic strategies are helping to deliver
the Government’s Industrial Strategy ambitions.

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough plan includes:

a new Skills, Talent and Apprenticeship Hub to support the local
community by connecting employers, providers, and learners
working with local partners to develop the infrastructure to support
growth. Local partners will progress key infrastructure projects to
support the expansion of the region’s innovation powerhouse

Lord Henley, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, said:

Local Industrial Strategies are about celebrating the unique
strengths of places across the country, so it was great to meet
business leaders from across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough today
to understand how they are going to put this new, Government-backed
economic plan into action.

Our modern Industrial Strategy aims to raise productivity levels
and to create high-quality, well paid jobs, and this Local
Industrial Strategy outlines how we will do that for people in
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.

Professor Aamir Khalid, Chair of The Business Board of the Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Combined Authority:

Businesses throughout our area already make an incredible
contribution to the wealth of UK Plc but this is the first time we
have set out a strategy that will help ensure their global
competitiveness in the years to come.

This is about fostering the conditions in which the innovative,
dynamic and energetic enterprises that are a hallmark of the
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough economy can continue to thrive.

We have diverse and distinct economic sub-regions in our area, but
what is really exciting is how this new strategy both seeks to
enhance their strengths and tackle any challenges to growth head-
on, creating the foundation for business success everywhere.

Housing Minister Kit Malthouse said:



People deserve to live in thriving, prosperous communities where
there are great job opportunities, high quality affordable homes
and local leaders with strategies to boost economic growth in bold
and innovative ways.

The four Local Industrial Strategies mark a momentous time for the
Oxford-Cambridge Arc and will maximise the undoubted potential of
the region. That’s demonstrated by the sheer range of plans covered
by the strategies – whether it be developing future generations via
a Skills Apprenticeship Hub, improving social mobility, or
entertaining film lovers with productions from the world-famous
Pinewood Studios.

It’s time to roll up our sleeves and work with communities and
local leaders to realise their ambitions and also build more,
better, faster, providing one million new homes across the Oxford-
Cambridge Arc by 2050.

Through Local Industrial Strategies, local partners will work together to
harness the collective strength of the Oxford-Cambridge Arc’s research base
to drive greater collaboration on science and research, bring employers and
providers together to understand and meet skills needs and develop improved
support for business across the Arc as a whole.

The Government’s modern Industrial Strategy is the flagship economic policy
which backs businesses to create high-quality, well paid jobs throughout the
United Kingdom, and invests in skills, innovation and infrastructure.

Commemorations for the 50th
anniversary of Op Banner announced

A commemorative event to mark the 50th anniversary of the start of Operation
Banner will be held at the National Memorial Arboretum on 14 August.

Op Banner lasted almost 38 years between 14 August 1969 and 31 July 2007 –
more than 300,000 members of the UK Armed Forces were deployed in this time.
Some 1,441 serving personnel died on deployment or in related paramilitary
acts.

The MOD is working with The Royal British Legion to honour the service and
sacrifice of those on Op Banner with an event at the Armed Forces Memorial,
which individually commemorates those who fell. From 2pm, there will be a
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secular service, a fly-past of a Royal Air Force C-130 Hercules aircraft and
music from The Band of the Royal Logistics Corps.

The Defence Secretary Penny Mordaunt and senior representatives of the Armed
Forces will attend.

Defence Secretary Penny Mordaunt said:

So many of our serving and veteran community deployed on Op Banner,
with all three services involved in supporting the police and
civilian authorities. Fifty years on, it is right we recognise
their contribution and sacrifice while reflecting on this
significant part of our history.

The Government has awarded The Royal British Legion £1.5 million in funding
to deliver national commemorative events, specifically to include this 50th
anniversary. Those wishing to attend should register their interest with the
charity.

The Royal British Legion’s Assistant Director of Commemorative Events, Bob
Gamble, said:

Operation Banner represents a significant period in the recent
history of the British Armed Forces, and this event will honour
both their service and sacrifice during that time.

We are encouraging anyone who served with either the British Armed
Forces or Civilian Services in Northern Ireland to register their
interest in attending the event through the Legion’s website.

Those eligible to attend are current personnel and veterans holding the
General Service Medal 62, clasp Northern Ireland, Civilian Services in
support of Op Banner and families of UK Armed Forces and Civilian Service
personnel killed as a result of operations in Northern Ireland.

The MOD provides a Grant-in-Aid of around £320,000 a year to the arboretum
specifically to maintain the Armed Forces Memorial. In 2015, the memorial
also benefited from £3m in Government funding to help pay for improvements
and essential maintenance. Also at the arboretum, the Ulster Ash Grove of
memorial trees honours all those who fell in Ulster. Dedicated in 2003, this
memorial was funded by the Government and commemorates not only the UK Armed
Forces who fell but also those of the RUC and the NI Prison Service.

The Government held a service at St Paul’s Cathedral in September 2008 to
mark the end of Op Banner and honour those who served.

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-events/op-banner-50


June 2019 Transaction Data

In June:

HM Land Registry completed more than 1,662,800 applications to change or
query the Land Register
the South East topped the table of regional applications with 374,229

HM Land Registry completed 1,662,826 applications in June compared with
1,732,280 in May and 1,701,272 last June, of which:

321,490 were applications for register updates compared with 357,400 in
May
870,019 were applications for an official copy of a register compared
with 896,653 in May
205,027 were search and hold queries (official searches) compared with
198,501 in May
17,729 were postal applications from non-account holders compared with
19,228 in May

Applications by region and country

Region/country April
applications May applications June applications

South East 390,282 390,642 374,229
Greater London 342,718 318,243 321,774
North West 184,671 203,002 194,062
South West 152,788 164,417 160,310
West Midlands 147,116 155,019 140,325
Yorkshire and the
Humber 130,318 138,521 131,021

East Midlands 116,289 125,246 118,557
North 77,117 81,397 77,136
East Anglia 66,009 70,692 67,536
Isles of Scilly 40 89 43
Wales 75,271 84,932 77,750
England and Wales (not
assigned) 72 80 83

Total 1,682,691 1,732,280 1,662,826

Top 5 local authority areas

Top 5 local
authority

areas
April

applications
Top 5 local
authority

areas
May

applications
Top 5 local
authority
areas

June
applications

Ealing 37,219 Birmingham 27,284 Birmingham 25,418
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Top 5 local
authority

areas
April

applications
Top 5 local
authority

areas
May

applications
Top 5 local
authority
areas

June
applications

Birmingham 25,660 City of
Westminster 23,530 City of

Westminster 21,935

City of
Westminster 21,722 Leeds 20,600 Leeds 20,243

Leeds 20,362 Cornwall 17,452 Manchester 18,168
Slough 18,637 Manchester 17,036 Cornwall 16,673

Top 5 customers

Top 5
customers

April
applications

Top 5
customers

May
applications

Top 5
customers

June
applications

WSP
Management
Services
Ltd

57,238 Enact 48,609 Enact 45,886

Enact 45,912 Infotrack
Limited 46,242 Infotrack

Limited 45,347

Infotrack
Limited 42,935 O’Neill

Patient 24,797 O’Neill
Patient 22,915

O’Neill
Patient 23,612

Optima
Legal
Services

24,643

WSP
Management
Services
Ltd

22,000

Optima
Legal
Services

22,671
My Home
Move
Limited

19,964
Optima
Legal
Services

21,029

Access the full dataset on data.gov.uk

Next publication
Transaction Data is published on the 15th working day of each month. The July
data will be published at 11am on Wednesday 21 August 2019.

UK and Sweden partner on future combat
air

Defence Secretary Penny Mordaunt and her Swedish counterpart Peter Hultqvist
have signed a landmark agreement to partner on future combat air.

The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) commits both governments to work on a
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joint combat air development and acquisition programme, including the
development of new concepts to meet both nations’ future requirements.

At the MOU signing with her Swedish counterpart yesterday, the Defence
Secretary said:

The UK and Sweden have an enduring defence relationship, with our
two industries sharing a rich history of collaboration in air
power.

Not only do we share the same commitment to tolerance, freedom and
free trade, we also share the same determination to defend those
values, including in Afghanistan, Iraq and today as part of the
UK’s Joint Expeditionary Force.

This agreement further deepens this partnership and sees us look to
the future with a bold and shared vision of UK and Swedish air
power.

Announcing the signature of the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) at the
Royal International Air Tattoo, the Minister of Defence Procurement, Stuart
Andrew, said:

I’m delighted that we have signed this Memorandum of Understanding,
endorsing a shared and ambitious vision for future combat air
systems which lays firm foundations for future collaboration.

Today we usher in an exciting new era in which the talents of two
great combat air nations will be combined to lift Swedish and
British airpower into the stratosphere.

The Defence Minister outlined the UK and Sweden’s long partnership on
defence, including:

Joint exercises in the Arctic and in Exercise Ramstein Alloy over the
Eastern European skies.
Swedish-made chaff and flare dispensers are used on UK Typhoons and
Saab’s Giraffe radar is a key part of the UK’s Sky Sabre ground-based
air defence system.
Swedish Gripen aircraft are equipped with radars designed and built by
Leonardo in Edinburgh.
The UK, working with European partners including Sweden, has developed
the state-of-the-art beyond-visual-range Meteor air to air missiles.

The Swedish Minister of Defence, Peter Hultqvist, confirmed both governments
intend to remain at the forefront of combat air.

He stressed the opportunities to put advanced technologies onto Gripen and
Typhoon, the world class combat aircraft currently operated by Sweden and the



UK respectively, before inserting these technologies onto a future combat air
system.

Peter Hultqvist also highlighted the strong industrial base shared by both
countries as central to securing future Combat Air power, as well as the
existing Gripen fighter systems.

He added that the significant progress made to date was a result of focussing
the discussions on practical considerations, recognising the strengths of
each party and treating each other as equal partners.

Discussions between industries and governments had been ongoing since the
publication of the UK’s Combat Air Strategy in July 2018, with common ground
identified based on similar future Combat Air requirements, including being
optimised for air defence.

Defence Minister Andrew confirmed that other nations were encouraged to join
the UK/Swedish dialogue, on the condition that they had similar requirements.

The Air Force Chiefs of both nations addressed the audience at the event, as
well as industry. UK industry was represented by BAE Systems, whilst Swedish
industry was represented by Saab.


