
GCA to host annual conference on 28
September 2022

News story

Mark White, the Groceries Code Adjudicator (GCA) will hold his second annual
conference on 28 September 2022.

Registration is now open for the GCA Annual Conference 2022: “The Code for a
changing world”, which the GCA will hold online on Wednesday 28 September,
between 9:30am and 1pm (BST).

This year’s conference brings together supplier representatives, designated
retailers and other experts to discuss challenges the grocery sector is
facing and support available for suppliers. There will be an opportunity to
ask speakers and panel members questions throughout the conference and meet
with the Groceries Code Adjudicator, Mark White and Code Compliance Officers
in the afternoon.

Mark White said:

As the groceries sector faces a range of challenges from
inflationary pressures to raw ingredient shortages, my annual
conference offers a unique opportunity for the sector to come
together and discuss how these challenges can be resolved.

We are putting together some really interesting expert panels and
talks, including a close look at our recent survey results and I
encourage everyone to attend.

The event is free to attend. Register now to guarantee your place.

The GCA will share information about how to set up meetings with the
Adjudicator and Code Compliance Officers closer to the event.
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2022 Youth Mobility Scheme for South
Korean nationals: 2nd ballot

As in previous years there are a total of 1,000 places available to South
Korean nationals for 2022.

The majority of places were allocated in the first ballot in January this
year, while the remaining places will be made available in this second ballot
in July 2022. If your application is successful you will be able to live,
work and study in the UK for up to 2 years.

How to apply for the ballot

If you would like to be in with the chance to apply for the scheme you should
send one email per applicant to:SouthKorea.YMS2022@fcdo.gov.uk between midday
(12pm) on Monday 25 July 2022 to midday on Wednesday 27July 2022 (Seoul
time).

The header or subject line of your email must contain your name, date of
birth (DD/MM/YYYY) and passport number as shown in your passport.

This must be written in English only.

For example: Kim Jayne – 31/03/2000 – Passport123456789.

The main body of your email should include the following information, written
in English:

Name
Date of birth
Passport Number
Mobile phone number

The email account will only be open for 48 hours and all emails received
within this timeframe will be sent an automated reply confirming receipt.
Please remember to check your junk inboxes.

Once the ballot closes, allocations for the remaining places will be chosen
at random by UKVI. If you have been successful a second email will be sent to
you by Friday 29 July to confirm acceptance and provide further instructions
on how to make an appointment, along with documentary evidence required to
apply for your entry clearance.

Please note successful applicants must prepare online applications and online
credit card payments no later than 30 August 2022. Failure to submit your
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payment online by this date will automatically remove your name from the list
and your allocation will be retracted. After you have paid online you have 90
days to book your appointment at the Visa Application Centre (VAC) and submit
your paperwork for consideration.

If you are a South Korean national living overseas you can also apply
following the instructions above, and if you are chosen to apply you will be
able to do so in your country/territory of residence. Applications cannot be
submitted for the Youth Mobility Scheme in the UK.

If you’re unsuccessful you will receive an email by 29 July and no further
action is required.

Further information about the scheme can be found on gov.uk and any enquiries
relating to the application process, online application forms and questions
in general should be directed to the UKVI International Enquiry Line.

RAF fighter aircraft deploy to Finland
and Sweden for joint training

The deployments, which took place over the last month at the request of the
host nations, allowed the partner air forces to develop their joint tactics
and strengthen their ability to operate alongside each other.

Two F-35Bs and four Typhoons conducted high-end warfighting training with
Finnish F-18 Hornets and Swedish Gripen aircraft, underlining the UK’s
commitment to strengthening our collective defence capabilities.

The deployments are a practical demonstration of the mutual security
assurance declarations that the UK signed with these nations in May, as they
progress their respective applications to join NATO. All three nations
already work together through the UK-led Joint Expeditionary Force, which is
a coalition of 10 member nations who cooperate to maintain the security of
Northern Europe.

Secretary of State for Defence, Ben Wallace, said:

Finland and Sweden are important defence partners and we welcome
their applications to join NATO, which will make the alliance
stronger as we face a renewed threat in Europe.

These deployments highlight our determination to enhance that
partnership and ensure our forces can work together seamlessly.

The F-35 deployment to Finland was only the second time that the aircraft
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type has landed in the country, after two US F-35A visited for an air show in
June. The F-35B’s arrival was of particular interest to the Finns as they
recently announced that they will purchase F-35 aircraft. The UK Lightning
Force will continue to develop their partnership with the Finnish Air Force
as they integrate their new aircraft.

Swedish Defence Minister Peter Hultqvist said:

The Joint Expeditionary Force contributes to regional security and
stability. Joint exercises, like the one here in Såtenäs,
strengthen our ability to operate together in response to a crisis
in our neighbourhood. This is particularly important in today’s
challenging security environment.

The fighter jets were supported by teams of specialists from RAF Marham and
RAF Lossiemouth. A Voyager aircraft from RAF Brize Norton also provided air-
to-air refuelling to extend the duration of the combat sorties and an A400M
Atlas deployed the support team to Sweden.

Working with similarly advanced air forces such as the Finnish and Swedish
also provides an opportunity to learn from each other and identify areas of
mutual benefit. The deployed teams spent time further integrating their
systems, so that they can share information quickly on the exercise and in
the future.

These exercises are part of a series of bilateral and Joint Expeditionary
Force exercises planned this year at Finland and Sweden’s request. Later this
month the UK will deploy the F-35B to Norway for further integration training
with the Norwegian Air Force.

The Typhoon Force also deployed aircraft to Konya in Türkiye for similar
integrated fighter training with the Turkish Air Force, flying alongside
Turkish, Pakistani, Jordanian and Azerbaijani aircraft in simulated combat
scenarios. The Typhoons forward deployed from Romania where they are
currently supporting the NATO Air Policing mission.

Defence Secretary Ben Wallace visits
Armed Forces of Ukraine as training
programme starts across the UK

News story
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The first cohort of Ukrainian soldiers taking part in a major new UK-led
military programme, which will train up to 10,000 Ukrainians over the coming
months, have arrived in the UK.

Ukrainian solider

The programme is part of the UK’s enduring commitment to support Ukraine in
its fight against Russia’s unprovoked invasion, which so far amounts to more
than £2.3 billion in military aid and includes more than 5,000 NLAW anti-tank
weapons and M270 multiple launch rocket systems.

Defence Secretary Ben Wallace, who visited the training this
week, said:

This ambitious new training programme is the next phase in the UK’s
support to the Armed Forces of Ukraine in their fight against
Russian aggression.

Using the world-class expertise of the British Army we will help
Ukraine to rebuild its forces and scale-up its resistance as they
defend their country’s sovereignty and their right to choose their
own future.

Around 1,050 UK service personnel are deploying to run the programme, which
will take place at MOD sites across the North West, South West and South East
of the UK. Each course will last several weeks and will be conducted by
elements from 11 Security Force Assistance Brigade.

The training will give volunteer recruits with little to no military
experience the skills to be effective in frontline combat. Based on the UK’s
basic soldier training, the course covers weapons handling, battlefield first
aid, fieldcraft, patrol tactics and the Law of Armed Conflict.

The Government has rapidly procured AK variant assault rifles for the
training programme, meaning Ukrainian soldiers can train on the weapons they
will be using on the front line. This effort was supported by the Welsh
Guards, who tested more than 2,400 such rifles in 17 days to ensure they were
ready for the Ukrainians to commence their training.



The UK has also gifted clothing and equipment to support Ukrainian soldiers
in their training and deployment back to Ukraine. Each soldier will be issued
with:

Personal protective equipment including helmets, body armour, eye
protectors, ear protectors, pelvic protection, and individual first aid
kits
Field uniforms and boots
Cold and wet weather clothing
Bergens, day sacks and webbing
Additional equipment required for field conditions including ponchos,
sleeping bags, and entrenching tools

The UK has a long history of supporting Ukrainian service personnel through
Operation ORBITAL, which trained 22,000 Ukrainians between 2015 and 2022. The
new programme will build on this success and demonstrate the UK’s continued
leadership in responding to Ukraine’s military requirements as the war
evolves.
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Curfews proposed for parents who fail
to pay child maintenance

The change is being considered as part of fresh proposals that will get more
of the money that is owed to the children of separated parents.

The Child Maintenance Service (CMS) collected or arranged £1 billion in child
maintenance payments last year, operating as a crucial weapon in the battle
against child poverty. Child support payments help lift around 140,000
children out of poverty each year.

Curfew orders would be another method of enforcement, alongside current
powers which include passport and driving license confiscation and earnings
deduction orders, to tackle parents who continually refuse to pay maintenance
owed.

As an alternative sanction to prison, which is costly and prevents
maintenance getting to children, curfews would act as a deterrent by
restricting and disrupting non-compliant parents’ lifestyles, stopping them,
for example, from going out for dinner, to the pub or going on holiday.

The curfews would be monitored by an electronic tag with an electronic
monitoring service applying the tag, monitoring and making sure the parent
complies with the rules of the tag. If parents fail to comply, the CMS would
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be able refer them back to court which might then extend the curfew order or
impose a prison sentence.

DWP Lords Minister Baroness Stedman-Scott said:

For children in low-income households, maintenance payments can
make all the difference, lifting them out of poverty.

We are not afraid to go after those parents who deliberately and
repeatedly refuse to pay for their children.

Curfew orders are another step towards providing the CMS with a
full arsenal of powers to make sure children get the financial
support they need to have the best start in life.

This builds on a new powers introduced earlier this year to digitise all
communications to parents and improvements to help the service trace the
paying parent, calculate maintenance and enforce arrears more effectively.

The consultation is published here and closes on 12 August 2022.

Further information

The Child Maintenance Service was established in 2012 to replace the old
Child Support Agency, to increase levels of cooperation between
separated parents and encourage parents to meet their responsibilities
to provide their children with the financial support they need to secure
better outcomes in life.
[Get help arranging child maintenance]
(https://child-maintenance.service.gov.uk/get-help-arranging-child-maint
enance/) is a new digital service that helps parents decide what type of
child maintenance arrangement is right for them and their circumstances.
Curfew orders will take account of each individual’s circumstances.
This power will only apply to paying parents living in England,
Scotland, or Wales as with our current powers of driving licence and
passport disqualification and commitment to prison.
The consultation period begins on 9 July 2022 and runs until 12 August
2022.
Curfew orders will be added to the enforcement powers of the CMS subject
to parliamentary approval.

Media enquiries for this press release – 0115 965 8781
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