
London school sold and shut by trustee
who acted ‘without considering
consequences’

The former trustee at Grangewood Educational Association has been found
responsible for serious mismanagement and/or misconduct in the charity’s
governance, management and administration, and in the handling of
transactions, including the sale of the school.

The charity was set up to provide Christian education, and operates the
Grangewood Independent School in Newham, London.

The Charity Commission opened a statutory inquiry on 15 April 2018 and
appointed interim managers to the charity on 24 April 2018 in response to
several serious concerns, including that significant decisions had been taken
for the school by a sole trustee. Decisions included the sale of the school
building and the closure of the school.

The inquiry found:

the charity was inquorate for several significant periods of time
the sole trustee made the decision to sell the school and then lease it
back
the sole trustee made the decision to close the school, without
considering the consequences and families were given short notice of the
closure with little time to find alternative arrangements.
parents were protesting against the decision to close the school by
occupying the school premises. The sole trustee had instructed
solicitors to instigate a Possession Order to remove the parents.
a loan of £5,000 was paid to the sole trustee and then used to settle
the trustee’s own debts. The charity’s financial records show that the
three trustees in post during 2016 and 2017 received £31,905 in
expenses, but these were not recorded in the accounts.

As the charity did not have sufficient trustees to make quorate decisions,
the trustee should not have sought a Possession Order against parents, and
the Commission refused to grant permission to allow this action to go ahead.

Due to the appointment of new trustees on 29 August 2018 and their subsequent
engagement with the interim manager, there is now adequate due diligence,
monitoring and risk management procedures in place and there appears to be no
ongoing risk to the charity or its assets.

The sole trustee formally ceased to be a trustee from 23 July 2018 when his
directorship of the charitable company ended and he was not re-appointed. The
trustee has undertaken to not accept a trusteeship for a charity or any
charities for a period of ten years from this date.
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The school continued to function throughout the period of the appointment of
the interim managers and the statutory inquiry, and remains open.

Amy Spiller, Head of Investigations Team at the Charity Commission, said:

The Grangewood community were treated poorly, by the inadequate way
this charity was managed and how decisions were taken. The sole
trustee, who should not have made decisions alone, failed in his
responsibilities to the charity and let the school community down.

We took action to support the reopening of the school and protect
the charity from suffering further harm, and we’re satisfied it has
now made the significant changes to its governance needed, but it
should not have taken this level of disruption to pupils, families
and staff for this to happen.

The public rightly hold charities to high standards, and trustees
as the custodians of charity, have a responsibility to ensure that
they carry out their duties with care and skill.

Ends

Treasury renews support for Northern
Powerhouse

The Exchequer Secretary, Simon Clarke MP, today heads to the Greater
Manchester region to kick off a nationwide tour where he will pledge the
Treasury’s unflinching support to revitalising left-behind areas so they
enjoy the opportunities ahead as the UK leaves the EU.

The Minister visits Bolton, Farnworth and Astley to see how devolution is
delivering for people outside of the major cities in the region and explore
how the new £3.6 billion Towns Fund can further help secure a bright future.
He will discuss with local leaders how the Treasury has placed support for
the Northern Powerhouse project as one of its core objectives, backed up in
recent weeks through the focus on transport, crime and health investment
across the North.

He will also visit Manchester to meet metro mayor, Andy Burnham, to talk
about ways of delivering on the region’s devolution deals, and driving growth
and public service reform.

In Astley, the Minister will see the first new cycling route in Greater
Manchester’s ‘Bee Network’ which has been achieved through £312.5 million
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from the government’s Transforming Cities Fund. In Bolton, he will see a
newly refurbished bus station, while in Farnworth he will visit the local
high street which is shortlisted to receive new government funding.

Last week, the Chancellor Sajid Javid pledged a step change in infrastructure
investment right across the country – so that every corner of the UK can
thrive. The Chancellor committed the Treasury to publishing a landmark
National Infrastructure Strategy in the Autumn setting out long-term
priorities.

Speaking ahead of the trip, the Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, Simon
Clarke, said:

The Prime Minister was clear that we want to see success spread
across not just our big cities but our towns and rural areas – and
it is our priority to support regional growth and prosperity to
maximise the potential of places like Bolton, Farnworth and Astley
as we leave the EU. As a Northern MP, I know the hunger that exists
to change how people view our region – and indeed how we view
ourselves and our future.

Here at the Treasury we will play our part by ensuring Britain gets
the world-class infrastructure it needs to boost productivity,
growth and quality of life, and I look forward to hearing people’s
views. We want every corner of our great nation to thrive, and will
deliver a step change in infrastructure investment across the
country.

The Northern Powerhouse – from its bustling, diverse cities, to
culturally and industrially rich towns and regions – has our full
support and we won’t rest until we have levelled out opportunities
and unlocked the potential of every part of the UK.

Additional Information

Over the coming weeks, the Minister will visit other areas across the country
that qualify for towns fund investment and that have benefitted from
devolution deals and the transforming cities fund. He will explore with local
leaders their plans to boost growth and improve communities’ quality of life.
This will include visits to other parts of the Northern Powerhouse and
different regions across the country.

o It was recently announced health services across Greater Manchester will be
allocated £119.2m, following the announcement of £850m in new funding to
upgrade outdated facilities and equipment. The announcement covers:

Greater Manchester Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust will receive
£72.3m to build a new adult mental health inpatient unit in Manchester



Stockport NHS Foundation Trust will receive £30.6m to provide a new
Emergency Care Campus Development at Stepping Hill Hospital
incorporating an Urgent Treatment Centre, GP assessment unit and Planned
Investigation Unit

Tameside and Glossop Integrated Care NHS Foundation Trust will receive
£16.3m to provide emergency care facilities at Tameside General Hospital
in Ashton-under-Lyne

Government welcomes more pupils
studying science

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson has said the increase in pupils taking
science subjects at A level will equip this generation with the skills the
country needs.

Pupils up and down the country received the results of their A levels today
and many of them are learning whether they have been successful in applying
to university.

A level entries are higher than expected, given the population is estimated
to have decreased by around 3% while A level entries have only decreased by
1.3%.

Statistics published today show:

Entries to STEM subjects have increased for both boys and girls –
overall a 26.2% rise since 2010;
More girls now do science subjects – biology, chemistry and physics
combined – than boys and overall science entries are up by 7.4%, despite
the fall in the population;
Entries to Spanish have risen making it the most popular language at A
level while there has been a relative increase in entries to German for
the first time since 2007;
Maths remains the most popular subject at A level;
Since 2010, total entries in mathematics and further mathematics have
increased by 20.0%, despite a 10.7% fall in the A level cohort
population in the period;
Entries to both history and geography have increased;
Girls narrowly outperform boys at A and A* combined, reversing last
year’s trend, but boys did better than girls at A*;
The North East has the highest overall pass rate and the biggest
percentage improvement at A and A* grades;
There has been a rise in non-EU students coming to the country to study;
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and
A rise in nursing admissions – bucking a recent trend.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

I congratulate everyone receiving their A level results today.

The new government will do all we can to improve funding for
education and to give schools the powers they need to deal with bad
behaviour and bullying so that pupils can learn.

We also must focus much more attention on providing great
apprenticeships for all those who do not go to university.

Secretary of State for Education Gavin Williamson said:

Receiving your A level results is a huge day for all involved so I
want to congratulate pupils, parents and teachers on all their hard
work.

I’m delighted to see more pupils choosing science-related subjects.
This is encouraging particularly as we look to boost science in
this country and the skills we’ll need in the future.

Overall the reforms we’ve put in place since 2010 and increasing
rigour in our schools are giving pupils more opportunities.

This year sees the continuation of the Government’s reforms to A levels in
England, with almost all A level exams sat this summer being reformed
qualifications. The new A levels have been updated to provide the best
possible preparation for further study and the world of work, and have all
their exams at the end of the course, removing continual testing and enabling
students to gain a deeper understanding of the subject before they are
assessed.

Thousands of pupils getting their results today will go on to do an
apprenticeship. Apprenticeships offer students high-quality training and a
range of exciting career options. They have more off-the-job training than in
previous years and have the buy-in of some of country’s leading employers,
including Lloyds Banking Group, Royal Mail and Berkeley Group.

Fishermen in over 12m fleet urged to
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register now to be ready for EU exit

Access for UK boats to fish in EU, Norwegian or Faroese waters after the UK
leaves the EU will be a matter for negotiation. Should access to fishing be
agreed, fishermen in the over 12m fleet will have to ensure their vessel has
an IMO number to be licensed to fish outside UK waters when we leave the EU.

The UKFAs are urging fishermen to apply to the IMO now to make certain they
have registered in good time for the UK’s departure.

IMO registration is free. UK fishing vessels will also have to submit their
number to the Single Issuing Authority (SIA), established by the Marine
Management Organisation (MMO) on behalf of the UKFAs, to manage licensing for
commercial fishing in non-UK waters. The deadline for IMO numbers to be
submitted to the SIA is the end of September.

Fishermen can download the IMO registration application form here. Fishing
vessel owners should complete the form and send it to ship.imo@ihs.com to
register with the IMO.

When fishermen have received their IMO number they should email it to the SIA
at UKSIA@marinemanagement.org.uk along with their Port Letter and Number
(PLN) and Registry of Shipping and Seamen (RSS) number.

All skippers and vessel owners, whether they have an IMO number or not, are
also asked to register their email address with the SIA, to speed up issuing
of the new licences that will be required when the UK leaves the EU.
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One million granted status under the
EU Settlement Scheme

The Home Office has today (15 August 2019) announced that over one million
people have been granted settled or pre-settled status under the EU
Settlement Scheme.

The milestone comes 4 and a half months after the scheme fully launched on 30
March 2019. More than 50,000 people applied in the opening weekend alone.

Minister of State for the Home Office Brandon Lewis said:

EU citizens have made incredible contributions to our country –
which is why I’m so pleased that over one million people have been
granted status, enshrining their rights in law.

The EU Settlement Scheme is designed to make it straightforward for
EU citizens and their family members to stay after the UK leaves
the EU. To apply they only need to complete 3 key steps – prove
their identity, show that they live in the UK and declare any
criminal convictions.

There is a wide range of support available for EU citizens and their families
via phone, email and in person. This includes a dedicated Settlement
Resolution Centre, over 300 Assisted Digital locations supporting those with
limited computer access or skills and a network of 57 organisations, funded
by the Home Office, helping vulnerable people such as the homeless, disabled
and elderly to apply.

Barbara Drozdowicz, Chief Executive Officer at the East European Resource
Centre said:

We are delighted that the EU Settlement Scheme has reached this
important landmark.

So far, our charity has helped more than 700 vulnerable people from
Central and Eastern Europe to submit applications to the scheme.

The Home Office has today published the latest statistics on the EU
Settlement Scheme up to 31 July 2019, showing that the highest number of
applications has come from Polish, Romanian, Italian and Portuguese people.

Employers are also stepping in to support their own staff to make
applications and making use of a Home Office employers toolkit, designed to
give them practical advice to support their staff.
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Neil Yorke, Director at The Best Connection said:

The Best Connection is proud to be one of the largest employers of
EU nationals in the UK.

We have received helpful guidance from the Home Office which, along
with our own initiatives, has encouraged our EU national workforce
to apply and obtain status so that they continue to live and work
in the UK after Brexit.

Deal or no deal, EU citizens and their family members will have until at
least 31 December 2020 to apply. The figure of one million people having been
granted status has been obtained from internal management information and is
not part of the published statistics.


