
UN Human Rights Council 42:
Interactive Dialogue on Central
African Republic

The United Kingdom thanks the Independent Expert for her report on the
Central African Republic (CAR) and for her work over the last six years.

The UK notes the reported decline in human rights violations and abuses in
the first half of 2019 but remains concerned that, despite being signatories
to the Peace Agreement, armed groups continue to commit the majority of human
rights abuses against the population. We strongly echo the Independent
Expert’s views that the Peace process will only succeed if all parties
implement the peace agreement in good faith. We call on all armed groups to
cease their violence and abide by the peace agreement.

The UK welcomes the establishment of the main transitional justice
institutions and the launch of the consultations of the Truth, Justice,
Compensation and Reconciliation Commission. There can be no peace without
justice. We urge the CAR Government, alongside international partners, to
continue to prioritise their efforts to strengthen the judicial system in
order to hold perpetrators of human rights abuses and violations to account.

Mr President

We would welcome the Independent Expert’s views on what steps the Government
of CAR can take to ensure that all Central Africans are able to participate
in, and take ownership of, the peace agreement. A fully inclusive process
must include refugees, civil society, women, youth and all national actors.

BPS 2019 payment exchange rate set
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The euro exchange rate for calculating BPS 2019 payments has been set. The
rate, an average of the European Central Bank exchange rates set in
September, will be €1 = £0.89092.

BPS payments for England are set in euros and then converted into sterling.
The previous year’s exchange rates for BPS were:

BPS 2018: €1 = £0.89281
BPS 2017: €1 = £0.89470

The RPA will make full payments on BPS 2019 claims later this year, with
funds being directly made into bank accounts by BACS transfer.
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Government takes the first steps in a
bus revolution 

New low-fare, high-frequency ‘Superbus’ networks, Britain’s first all-
electric bus town, better information for passengers, and contactless payment
on every city bus are announced today (30 September 2019) by the Transport
Secretary, Grant Shapps, in a major package of new measures to boost buses.

The package, worth £220 million in the first year, will see many cuts to
services reversed. It will create ‘express lanes’ for buses in the West
Midlands and elsewhere. It will invest in new ways of providing more frequent
public transport in the countryside and other places where conventional buses
have dwindled or disappeared. And new apps will also be developed that draw
together information on bus routes, fares, and timetables from different bus
operators across England into one place.

The government will also commit to the UK’s first-ever long-term bus strategy
and funding settlement, including support for local authorities who want to
create London-style franchised services in their areas.

Superbus networks will have low fares and there will be more bus priority
measures to speed up journeys and make them more reliable.

The first Superbus network will be introduced across the county of Cornwall.
The fares pilot is part of a project which is improving the quality,
frequency and capacity of rail and bus services to create an integrated
public transport system for Cornwall.

Buses are disproportionately used by people on lower incomes and Cornwall has
been chosen as a county with significant deprivation and social exclusion.
For many people, the cost and difficulty of travel is a major barrier to
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getting work. The Superbus service will connect them with jobs, education and
evenings out.

Other Superbus networks will be rolled out next year, with the focus on
places that suffer similar problems and where better public transport could
significantly improve people’s lives, and will consider improvements in
frequency and bus prioritisation.

The package also includes over £20 million for new bus express lanes in the
West Midlands to make their buses, which carry over one million people per
day, faster and more reliable.

A further £30 million will be paid directly to local authorities in 2020 to
2021, to help them improve current bus services or restore those that have
been lost.

Britain’s first all-electric bus town will see an entire place’s city buses
changed over to wireless electric vehicles. Country buses will be hybrids,
using electric power within the built-up area and diesel outside. Pollution
and operating costs will be dramatically reduced. The location is still being
discussed with local authorities and operators and will be announced later.

The long-term funding package will be announced as part of the 2020 spending
review. It will set out our plans to support local authorities which want to
pursue London-style bus systems in their areas. The area where such proposals
are most advanced, is Greater Manchester, which is shortly due to consult on
adopting a proposed franchised model in 2020. The package will also support
other areas which would prefer to pursue other forms of co-ordination, such
as voluntary or statutory partnerships with operators.

UK fisheries agreement signed with
Norway

UK and Norwegian governments have today (30 September 2019) signed an
agreement to ensure UK fishermen can continue to access and catch fish in
Norwegian waters after the UK leaves the EU on 31 October.

Currently the UK fleet fishes in Norwegian waters under an agreement between
the EU and Norway. When the UK leaves the EU and becomes an independent
coastal state this current agreement will cease, however the agreement signed
today ensures that the existing arrangements between the two countries will
remain in place until the end of 2019.

Both the UK and Norway are committed to continuing to work together,
providing certainty for their respective industries and managing shared fish
stocks sustainably.
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These arrangements will:

honour the existing access arrangements agreed, in as far as they
concern the UK and Norway

ensure that appropriate licencing, control and enforcement provisions
are in place, following the model agreed by the EU and Norway, to enable
fishing opportunities to continue to be enjoyed by both the UK and
Norway for the remainder of 2019

honour the management decisions that were made with Norway for 2019 for
North Sea stocks that are jointly managed

honour the existing quota exchanges for 2019, and existing access
arrangements between the two countries.

In further preparation for exit day, a new licensing authority – the Single
Issuing Authority (SIA) – has also been set up jointly by the England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland administrations. This will ensure
fishermen have the correct licences to fish legally after leaving the EU.

The SIA is calling on vessel owners in the over 12-metre fleet to ensure
their vessel has an IMO number, which will be needed to fish outside UK
waters when we leave the EU.

Owners of vessels are urged to register now for an IMO number from the
International Maritime Organisation to enable the timely processing of the
subsequent licensing documentation.

The newly-signed arrangement will ensure continuity until end of 2019.
Arrangements for 2020 onwards are currently being negotiated.

Brexit Local Government Delivery
Board: September 2019 update
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Recent meetings of the Brexit Local Government Delivery Board have taken
place frequently as government continues to prepare for the UK’s exit from
the EU on 31 October.

These meetings, both of which were chaired by the Secretary of State for
Housing, Communities and Local Government, Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP, were
attended by representatives from sector organisations across England
including the Local Government Association, County Councils Network, District
Councils’ Network and London Councils, Core Cities and Key Cities.
Representatives from the Convention of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA),
the Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) and the Northern Ireland Local
Government Association (NILGA) were also invited to attend.

Board members heard departmental updates from MHCLG and DExEU representatives
at both meetings while ministers from DfT, DfE and the Home Office attended
the September meeting to discuss progress regarding traffic management,
upcoming communications to local authorities and schools and an update on the
EU Settlement Scheme respectively.
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