
The independent reviewer of Prevent,
Lord Carlile, has issued a call for
evidence

The call for evidence is a critical element of the review methodology set out
in a Ways of Working document published on 30 September. It seeks to gather a
wide range of written responses through our online survey tackling the
questions set out in the review’s terms of reference published on 16
September.

Lord Carlile says:

The review is an important opportunity to take stock of the UK’s
strategy to safeguard those vulnerable to being drawn into
terrorism. It will allow us to consider what is working and what
isn’t, and to identify what improvements need to be made. Nothing
is off the table.

I want to hear from a wide range of people. This includes academics
and those working in think tanks, community and religious
organisations, those involved in schools, colleges and higher
education, and people working with local government and the police.
I also want to hear from members of the wider public. I invite you
all to share your ideas and thoughts on your experience of Prevent
and how things might change and improve.

The call for evidence will remain open for 2 months, until 11:45pm on 9
December 2019 and the review will report to Parliament by August 2020.

Response to DfE consultation on
improving higher technical education

Help us improve GOV.UK

To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today.
We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill
in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with
anyone.
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Email address 

Send me the survey

Charging Infrastructure Investment
Fund Industry Event: Exchequer
Secretary’s speech

It’s wonderful to be here in such august surrounds.

And it feels fitting that this house of historic international accord is the
stage for another – and another of immense importance to us all.

Net-zero emissions

In November of last year, I was one of 50 Tory MPs who wrote to the Prime
Minister and urged her to set a target of net-zero emissions by 2050.

We felt then as we do now – that that we could decarbonise through science,
not economic sacrifice…

…That our method would not be hair-shirted self-denial, but innovation and
investment driven by the right incentives.

Our past should give us confidence.

This country’s ingenuity has kept the UK at the forefront of science and
engineering for hundreds of years.

And, provided we keep our ambitions high, we will lead the world for hundreds
more.

And the goal of net zero emissions will inspire us all to great heights of
achievement.

Entrepreneurs will see opportunities in new industries, and create jobs all
around the UK.

And the new technologies they create will clean the air we breathe, and cut
the bills in our homes.

In June this year, the government became the first major economy in the world
to adopt the Net Zero 2050 target, which is fantastic news.

I was made a minister a month later and – while this is possibly slightly
less momentous – I can assure you all I will do everything I can to make sure
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the government keeps its promise.

Why we’re here today

The danger, as ever, with targets that lie 30 years in the future is that
they are pushed to the bottom of the pile by the concerns of today.

The trick, then, is to make constant, incremental progress – and celebrate it
when it happens.

To make sure that we keep chipping away at our long-term ambitions.

That’s why today is so important.

CIIF

The Charging Infrastructure Investment Fund is in many ways emblematic of our
approach to Net Zero.

Our philosophy isn’t that government can solve everything.

Of course, we have an important role to play – but we have to do it in
partnership with the energy and expertise of the private sector.

Our approach is therefore to set up the right incentives and conditions, and
then allow a powerful green market to flourish.

In this case, we wanted to encourage more people to buy and use electric
vehicles, or EVs, which are far less polluting than traditional cars.

We set up grants for cars, taxis, vans and motorcycles.

But we realised that people looking at buying EVs were wary of getting
marooned, without any battery in their car left and miles away from home or
the nearest charging point.

And handouts wouldn’t cut it – we needed to unleash the power of the market.

So, with Zouk Capital, we set up the Charging Infrastructure Investment Fund
as a catalyst, with government money matching any private capital that comes
in to maximise impact.

And we were delighted that Masdar chose to invest £35 million in the fund –
which the government topped up to £70 million – for the installation of 3,000
rapid chargers across the country.

This more than doubles the UK’s number of rapid chargers, producing a dense
network of stopping points where family cars can be charged in 20 minutes
flat – the time it takes for a sandwich and a coffee on the way to the
seaside.

And, further, it shows Masdar’s continued participation in the UK’s clean
energy commitments.



Masdar has invested more than £3 billion in the UK in the past ten years,
predominantly in offshore wind.

It’s a pleasure to welcome Mohamed Al Ramahi here today for the signing
ceremony and to talk more about how we can work together.

I hope you continue to discuss with my colleagues at the DIT to find
strategic partnerships that work for both our countries.

Together, we’re showing that change is possible. And providing leadership to
governments and private companies around the world that by working together,
we can effect real change.

Thank you.

Vulnerable people receive almost 13
million extra hours of home care

Vulnerable people across England received almost 13 million extra hours of
home visits from social care workers last year as part of a £674 million
government funding programme, new statistics show.

The Improved Better Care Fund (iBCF) works to connect the NHS and local
council care services so people can manage their own health and wellbeing and
live independently in their communities for as long as possible.

As well as increasing the number of home care hours, the funding provided in
2018 to 2019 also helped to support the social care market by enabling
councils to increase the fees paid to social care providers by more than 4%.

This additional funding forms part of an additional £2 billion for councils
to deliver adult social care from 2017 to 2020, announced at Spring Budget
2017.

Local Government Minister, Luke Hall MP, said:

Councils are on the frontline caring for some of the most
vulnerable people in our society and we are determined
to continue supporting them in this vital work.

We have listened to their feedback and I am delighted our funding
has provided almost 13 million extra hours of care at home,
improving people’s quality of life and giving them greater
independence.
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Minister for Care, Caroline Dinenage MP, said:

We are determined to ensure people are able to access good quality,
compassionate care by better joining up councils and health
services.

The Improved Better Care Fund has had a huge impact on local
communities ensuring more of our most vulnerable in society are
getting the help and support they need to stay living at home for
longer and ensuring the local care market stays sustainable.

The Improved Better Care Fund is:

helping to keep people living independently at home
reducing delayed discharges across the social care system
achieving closer working between the NHS and social care services

Health and Wellbeing Boards, which coordinate the provision of social care in
150 areas in England, reported progress from money spent to meet adult social
care needs, reducing pressure on the NHS, and support the social care market.

The Boards have reported that this year’s funding has:

paid for almost 75,000 extra home care packages (providing almost 13
million additional hours of home care)
paid for over 15,500 additional care home placements
enabled councils to increase fees paid to social care providers for home
care, residential care and nursing care in 90% of Health and Wellbeing
Board areas; resulting in home care fee rates increasing by 4.7%,
residential by 4% and nursing home fee rates by 4.1% compared to 2017 to
2018
helped to reduce pressures on the NHS by tackling delayed transfers of
care – freeing up hospital beds – through supporting more people to be
discharged from hospital when they are ready, with 122 projects last
year

As announced at the Spending Round, next year local government will have
access to an additional £1 billion grant for adults and children’s social
care, on top of existing social care funding (which includes the iBCF).

This government is also consulting on a 2% precept which would give councils
access to a further £500 million for adult social care next year.

Adult social care provides support for older people and working age adults
with personal and practical care needs, as well as support for their carers.

In England, adults may be cared for informally by family, friends and
neighbours, or formally through services they or their local authority pay
for.

Publicly funded adult social care is means-tested and primarily funded



through local government; those with eligible needs, assets of less than
£23,250 and low incomes can receive help towards care and support costs.

Ministers previously confirmed the renewal of the Better Care Fund for 2019
to 2020.

Bird keepers urged to prepare for
winter Avian Flu threat

The Chief Veterinary Officers across the UK are encouraging all poultry
keepers to take action now to reduce the risk of disease in their birds over
the winter.

There are some simple measures that all poultry keepers, whether they are
running a large commercial farm, keeping a few hens in their back garden, or
rearing game birds, should take to protect their birds against the threat of
avian influenza (bird flu) in the coming winter months. These include:

Keeping the area where birds live clean and tidy, controlling rats and
mice and regularly disinfecting any hard surfaces
Cleaning footwear before and after visits
Placing birds’ feed and water in fully enclosed areas that are protected
from wild birds, and removing any spilled feed regularly
Putting fencing around outdoor areas where birds are allowed and
limiting their access to ponds or areas visited by wild waterfowl
Where possible, avoid keeping ducks and geese with other poultry
species.

A joint statement by the four Chief Veterinary Officers in the UK today,
said:

Avian flu is a constant threat to all poultry, and with winter
approaching there will be an increasing risk of disease incursion
from migrating birds. It is therefore important that all keepers of
poultry, including game birds and pet birds, act now to reduce the
risk of transmission of avian flu to their flocks.

Good robust biosecurity should be maintained at all times,
including regularly cleaning and disinfecting the area where you
keep birds and separating them from wild birds wherever possible.

All poultry keepers across the UK are urged to remain vigilant and
alert APHA in Great Britain or DAERA in Northern Ireland as soon as
they suspect any signs of the disease.
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All bird keepers across Great Britain should also register their birds on the
Great Britain Poultry Register (GBPR). If you have 50 or more birds, this is
a legal requirement. Keepers with fewer than 50 birds are also strongly
encouraged to register.

In Northern Ireland there is a legal requirement for all bird keepers to
register their birds on the DAERA Bird Register.

Registering your birds means the government can contact you in case of any
outbreaks and provide information on the steps to take to limit the chances
of your birds contracting disease.

The UK has retained its OIE country freedom status since September 2017, as
there have been no detections of highly pathogenic avian influenza in poultry
or kept birds in the UK since June 2017.

The H5N6 strain of avian influenza was confirmed in 21 wild birds between
January and June 2018. No cases were found in domestic poultry, either in
commercial or small holdings, or in captive birds in 2018. Whilst there have
been no findings in wild birds in the UK since June 2018, the virus is still
circulating around the world both in wild birds and domestic poultry. So it
is important that you are taking action to improve biosecurity.

The government continues to monitor for incursions of avian flu and is
working with the poultry and game bird industries; hen rehoming and pure and
traditional poultry breeds stakeholders to help prevent incursions.


