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Kent roads ready for Brexit as
hauliers gear up for 31 October

vital work will ensure Kent traffic management system, Operation Brock,
is ready to go ahead of Brexit
new powers will help protect local roads and ensure hauliers comply with
the Operation Brock system
government urges hauliers to check they have the right documents before
travelling on 31 October

The final preparations to keep Britain moving after Brexit are taking place
as traffic management preparations in Kent are stepped up, government has
announced today (14 October 2019).

Operation Brock will go live on 28 October to manage any traffic disruption
and help keep trade moving in and out of the UK.

The government has worked closely with the Kent Resilience Forum to implement
the scheme, which will manage any delays to Europe-bound freight while
protecting local roads from disruption.

It will keep the M20 open in both directions for all other traffic,
minimising any impacts on local residents, businesses and public services.

This comes as the Department for Transport launches a targeted information
campaign to ensure hauliers know what to expect if they are travelling to the
Port of Dover or Eurotunnel in a no-deal Brexit scenario.
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Transport Minister Chris Heaton-Harris, said:

We want residents in Kent and hauliers travelling from across the
EU to be reassured that there are robust plans in place to deal
with any disruption in the event of a no-deal Brexit.

We now need everyone to do their bit – whether you are travelling
to see family, heading to work or transporting vital goods around
the country, please check before you travel to ensure you know what
to expect and have the right documents when heading to the border.

Hauliers driving during Operation Brock and heading to Europe via the Port of
Dover or Eurotunnel will need to be on the Operation Brock routes and follow
all diversions, instructions and speed restrictions rather than relying on
satellite navigation systems.

They will also need to be ready to show that they have the right paperwork
before reaching the border to avoid being turned back – or else risk facing
fines and further delays.

Operation Brock

New legislation will help keep them on main routes through Kent and away from
local roads – reducing the impact of any disruption on local communities.

Traffic officers in Kent will have new and enhanced powers from 31 October to
help ensure hauliers are complying with the Operation Brock system.

Final works in the coming weeks will ensure that the holding areas are ready
to be activated on October 28 as Operation Brock goes live.

This means that from 26-27 October there will be overnight closures on the
M20 between junctions 7 and 9, so that final preparations can be carried out
safely.

Policy Manager for South East England at Freight Transport Association Heidi
Skinner said:

Any move which keeps traffic flowing to and from the coast, and
through and around Kent, is to be welcomed in order to keep Britain
trading.

Our members have been asking for clarity on the arrangements for
some time, so this news will help them to prepare for a potential
no deal Brexit and any resulting traffic disruption which may
occur.

Once Operation Brock goes live on Monday 28 October, lorries heading for
mainland Europe will need to use the coastbound carriageway of the M20
between junctions 8 and 9, with a 30mph speed limit in place.
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All other traffic will run on the London-bound carriageway between these
junctions, with two lanes in each direction operating at 50mph.

In addition, Highways England is fast-tracking work to ensure that key slip
roads at a new junction being created on the M20 near Ashford will be open to
traffic by the 31 October.

Work with China to transform food
production: apply for funding

World demand for food is expected to grow by 60% to feed a rising and more
prosperous global population.

Food producers in the UK and China need to supply what we eat in a more
sustainable and efficient way, reducing pollution, minimising waste and
improving soil conditions.

The UK is a global leader in the technologies that will help to achieve this
including in:

environmental management
earth observation
sensors
big data
artificial intelligence
robotics

The UK Government’s Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund Transforming Food
Production Challenge has up to £90 million to help businesses invest in new
data-driven precision-agriculture technologies that could transform food
production.

Innovate UK, as part of UK Research and Innovation, has up to £5 million from
the fund to invest in UK businesses undertaking joint projects with Chinese
partners to develop new integrated precision farming technology that helps
towards achieving a sustainable position of net-zero emissions.

The Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China is
investing a similar amount to support the work of Chinese partners.

Projects must drive UK growth and exports
Projects must be in line with the aims of the Transforming Food Production
Challenge to improve agricultural productivity and reduce emissions, to drive
growth in UK precision agriculture companies, and to develop export
opportunities.
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They could cover:

remote sensing of crop growth and nutrients, soil health, weather, crop
yields, water stress and pests through satellites, drones and sensors
smart pasture production including animal feeding systems, analysis of
herds and individual animals, environmental control systems, methane
reduction and improved animal welfare
precision technologies for indoor farming such as for planting,
transplanting, harvesting, watering or applying fertiliser
exploitation of big data to improve productivity
robotic systems for agriculture including for detecting pests and
diseases, making precision applications of agrochemicals and planting
and transplanting

Projects must show equal effort on the UK and Chinese side and must work with
commercial end users, which could be demonstration sites, farms, laboratories
or other research and development facilities in one or both countries.

Competition information

Bankruptcy restrictions for gambler
who squandered friend’s money

In July 2017, Shahriar Farrokhzadeh (42), from Barnet, North London, asked an
associate to invest £280,000 in a property deal with him. The money was to
enable Shahriar Farrokhzadeh to buy a property worth £2.3 million at a
discounted price before selling it on for a profit.

Shahriar Farrokhzadeh promised his friend more than £60,000 profit in return
for the investment and that he would be repaid in under two months.

The associate transferred £280,000 and in return, Shahriar Farrokhzadeh
signed a promissory note for £343,000, covering the amount invested and
projected profit returns, along with promises of being repaid in full by the
end of August.

Over the following three months, however, Shahriar Farrokhzadeh continually
delayed paying back the investment while informing his associate that the
purchase and sale of the property had been completed.

In reality, Shahriar Farrokhzadeh did not purchase the property and instead
squandered the £280,000 on gambling and other lifestyle expenses.

And while delaying repaying the investment from his associate, Shahriar
Farrokhzadeh tried to elicit additional funds from him saying he had another
investment opportunity.
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Following a petition by one of Shahriar Farrokhzadeh’s creditors, he was
ordered bankrupt by the courts in April 2019 with liabilities of just under
£4 million.

Bankruptcy restrictions are usually lifted after 12 months but due to the
seriousness of Shahriar Farrokhzadeh’s actions, the Official Receiver pursued
extended restrictions to prevent him causing any further harm to other
creditors.

The Secretary of State accepted a bankruptcy restriction undertaking from
Shahriar Farrokhzadeh on 19 September 2019. For 12 years, he is restricted
from borrowing more than £500 without disclosing his bankrupt status, or act
as a company director without the court’s permission, among other
restrictions.

Alan Draycott, Deputy Official Receiver, said:

Shahriar Farrokhzadeh secured thousands of pounds from his friend
in good faith but frittered it away. In interviews with the
Official Receiver, he couldn’t even recall exactly what he had done
with all the money.

12 years of bankruptcy restrictions is a significant amount of time
and not only severely curtails Shahriar Farrokhzadeh’s activities
but protects other creditors from his profligacy.

Shahriar Farrokhzadeh is of Barnet, North London, and his date of birth is
May 1977. Details of his Bankruptcy Restrictions Undertaking are available on
the Individual Insolvency Register.

Bankruptcy restrictions are wide ranging. The effects are the same whether
you are subject to a bankruptcy restrictions order or to an undertaking.
Guidance on the main statutory consequences flowing from a bankruptcy
restrictions order or undertaking.

Information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to complain
about financial misconduct.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:

Budget 2019
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Update

On 25 October the Chancellor wrote to the Treasury Select Committee to
confirm that the Budget will not take place on 6 November. You can read that
letter here.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sajid Javid, has announced he is planning to
hold a Budget on Wednesday 6 November 2019.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sajid Javid, said:

This will be the first Budget after leaving the EU. I will be
setting out our plan to shape the economy for the future and
triggering the start of our infrastructure revolution.

This is the right and responsible thing to do – we must get on with
governing.

Background

The government is committed to securing a deal and leaving on 31 October. In
the event of no deal, the government would act quickly to outline our
approach and take early action to support the economy, businesses and
households. This would be followed by a Budget in the weeks thereafter.
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