
Minister Ford statement on the
humanitarian crisis in East Africa

Press release

Statement from the Minister for Africa, Vicky Ford, on the humanitarian
crisis in East Africa.

Minister for Africa, Vicky Ford, said:

Today’s agreement to resume Ukraine grain exports, brokered by the
UN and Turkey, is a vital step towards alleviating hunger for the
world’s poorest and most vulnerable.

This is welcome news for countries in East Africa where famine is
also being driven by four consecutive seasons of failed rains and
the impact of conflicts, with 48 million people now facing severe
food insecurity.

That’s why the UK is calling for urgent action to address suffering
in East Africa and is also working with humanitarian aid agencies
to tackle this crisis and to stop it from getting worse. This year,
The UK will spend approximately £156 million across East Africa
towards humanitarian crises.

It’s eleven years since famine was last declared in Somalia, a
crisis that killed over 250,000 people. We have worked with
partners to build resilience and save lives over those 11 years and
as the UN lead on Somalia, the UK is committed to driving a global
response to prevent famine and alleviate further suffering.
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Every school will have a life-saving
defibrillator by 22/23

State-funded schools across England will receive defibrillators under new
government plans to make sure there is a device in every school, boosting
their numbers in communities across the country.

Defibrillators have the potential to save the lives of pupils, staff and
visitors in schools, with latest research showing that accessing these
devices within 3-5 minutes of a cardiac arrest increases the chance of
survival by over 40%.

The announcement comes after the government first committed last year to look
at how to achieve a defibrillator on every school site, following a meeting
with the Oliver King Foundation, supported by ex-footballer Jamie Carragher,
which has worked tirelessly to raise awareness of this issue.

Since meeting with the foundation’s founder Mark King, who tragically lost
his son Oliver at the age of 12 to a cardiac arrest, the government has
worked with charities and experts, including the British Heart Foundation, to
identify the scale of need across English schools.

A survey will soon go out to all state-funded schools to finalise the number
of devices that will need to be procured, which is estimated to be over
20,000. The government has committed to funding all necessary devices so that
every school has at least one on-site, or more for schools with larger sites.

The rollout will build on existing requirements for schools to teach first
aid as part of the curriculum, with secondary school pupils being taught
life-saving methods such as CPR and the purpose of defibrillators. This
rollout will help protect schools and their local communities against cardiac
arrest, delivering wider access to these devices.

Education Secretary James Cleverly said:

Access to funding must not stand in the way of every school having
on-site access to a life-saving defibrillator.

The evidence clearly shows that defibrillators drastically increase
the chance of survival from a cardiac arrest, and it’s particularly
important that they are available close to sports halls and playing
fields that children, young people, and the wider community use on
a daily basis.

That is why I am so pleased to be able to roll these devices out to
schools across the country over the coming year, and I hope this
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goes some way to preventing more tragic stories like Oliver King’s.

Mark King, Founder of the Oliver King Foundation said:

It’s been 11 years since we tragically lost our Ollie to a sudden
cardiac arrest while he was taking part in a school swimming
lesson. If there had been a defibrillator on site, our son would
still be alive today.

Since 2012 we’ve fought with tenacity to make defibrillators
mandatory in all schools. I’m therefore delighted that, after our
decade-long fight, the Government has finally listened and schools
will now be equipped with them. It will mean families up and down
the country won’t ever have to go through the pain that we did when
we lost our Ollie.

I am thankful to the MPs and ministers who’ve supported our
campaign and particularly all of those at the Department for
Education.

Jamie Carragher, supporter of the Oliver King Foundation said:

This is fantastic news and is testament to the relentless and
unwavering campaigning of Mark and Joanne King who’ve fought so
hard for this moment.

They are an inspirational couple who, supported by a small team,
have spent more than 10 years fighting for defibrillators in
schools so that young lives are not needlessly lost. I am proud to
have played a small part in supporting them and I am delighted that
the government has committed to installing this lifesaving kit in
all schools.

Many schools already have defibrillators on-site. The purpose of this
programme is to plug the gaps, giving more schools and local communities
access to this vitally important first-aid equipment.

It will aim to ensure that all state-funded schools in England have at least
one device on site, with more devices delivered to larger schools.

The defibrillators will protect pupils, staff and visitors to the schools,
including local communities who use school facilities. For example, this
could mean football teams who hire school pitches would be protected, as well
as keeping pupils safe during the school day.

Schools will shortly be sent a survey to identify which already have
defibrillators, with the responses being used to establish how many devices
are needed.



Further details of the rollout and device specification will be confirmed in
the autumn term.

The Government currently encourages schools to have an automated external
defibrillator (AED) on their premises as part of their first aid equipment.
AEDs are currently available for schools and other education providers in the
UK to purchase through the NHS Supply Chain at a reduced cost. These
arrangements are available to all UK schools, including academies and
independent schools, sixth-form colleges, FE institutions and early years
settings (including holiday and out-of-school providers).

The Government has produced guidance for schools on buying, installing and
using an AED, which can be viewed here.

PM call with President Zelenskyy: 22
July 2022

Press release

The Prime Minister spoke to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy this
afternoon.

The Prime Minister spoke to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy this
afternoon.

He stressed the UK’s ongoing determination to support the Ukrainian people
and said that resolve will not waver, no matter who becomes the next UK Prime
Minister. President Zelenskyy thanked the PM for his staunch support for
Ukraine, and for his kind words in his last address to parliament.

The Prime Minister outlined the recent steps the UK has taken to bolster
Ukraine’s resistance, including training thousands of Ukrainian troops in the
UK. The UK is working to expand this training effort, including through the
involvement of international partners. President Zelenskyy said the military

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/automated-external-defibrillators-aeds-in-schools
http://www.government-world.com/pm-call-with-president-zelenskyy-22-july-2022/
http://www.government-world.com/pm-call-with-president-zelenskyy-22-july-2022/


support being provided by the UK and others is making a real difference in
the conflict.

The Prime Minister welcomed today’s announcement of UN-brokered deal to get
grain out of Ukraine via the Black Sea and end Russia’s blockade. Both the
Prime Minister and President Zelenskyy stressed the need for the deal to be
implemented in full by all parties.

The leaders discussed their ongoing concern about the treatment of prisoners
being held by Russian-backed forces in Ukraine, including those of British
nationality. The Prime Minister thanked President Zelenskyy for his
government’s efforts to date to secure detainees’ freedom.

The Prime Minister paid tribute to the role President Zelenskyy has played
and must continue to play in upholding a fair and proper judicial system in
Ukraine.

The Prime Minister and President Zelenskyy talked about the ongoing
discussions about the hosting of Eurovision next year. The Prime Minister
stressed that wherever Eurovision is held it must be an event which
celebrates and honours the country and people of Ukraine.
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Chevening supports Mexican woman to
promote technology

Iliana Ramirez was born and raised in Mexico City, where she lived under
extreme poverty in an area next to the city’s landfill. The severity of her
family’s economic situation was such that they did not count with running
water nor a toilet, and had to gather the end-of-the-day leftover produce
from the market to subsist.

Notwithstanding this, Iliana never doubted that she would study a
professional career as her mother taught her about the importance of
education since being a young child, and hence, she went on to study a career
in computer engineering from Mexico’s National University. One of Iliana’s
main motivation to study computer engineering was hearing in a generalised
way that women do not study technical careers.

After completing her career, Iliana worked in the Bank of Mexico where she
formed part of the team that came up with the first technological development
to transfer funds electronically between banking institutions. There, her
colleagues motivated her to apply for the Chevening scholarship, and hence
she travelled to the UK to study her Master’s degree at the University of
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Manchester Institute of Science and Technology, in 1998.

Studying in the UK was a dream for Iliana, not only because of her desire to
continue her academic development in the country that was at the forefront of
software and computing advancements, but also because of the opportunity that
represented studying overseas and coming back to Mexico to apply her
knowledge.

One of the most profound lessons that Iliana shares from her time in the UK
was understanding about the importance given to values such as equality,
inclusion and diversity. Having been treated with equality inside and outside
of the classroom, without regard of her gender, socioeconomic condition, or
physical appearance was an experience that marked her for life, and as she
tells it, a beautiful lesson of dignity and humanism.

Iliana’s newly acquired knowledge catapulted her professionally upon coming
back to Mexico, as she went from being a software developer to becoming
leader for the implementation of the enterprise management system in the Bank
of Mexico. Iliana now collaborates with teams of universities such as the
MIT, the University of Colorado and other international teams, with the
objective of developing the human capital in information technology that the
state of Nuevo Leon and the country require.

For instance, through the programme Patrones Hermosos (or Beautiful
Patterns), which she led until 2019 and is implemented jointly with
Monterrey’s Tech and the MIT, girls between ages 12 and 17 can develop their
skills by using curricular materials from MIT that have been adapted to a
Mexican context. This programme has had such success that it has taken place
in 24 states (out of 32) across Mexico and 1600 girls have participate in it.

Iliana also organises free summer camps for boys and girls to teach advanced
subjects on information technology where 200 to 300 participants attend every
year. This year (2002) the programme has extended to more than 500
participants, covering several countries in Latin America such as Peru,
Chile, Venezuela, Ecuador and Guatemala.

There are also software development trainings for young men and women which
include a personalised service to match their abilities with the required
skills necessary to ensure a place in the recruitment process of potential
employers. In summary, the programmes and projects that have taken place from
2014 to 2022, thanks to Iliana’s leadership, have positively impacted 15
thousand girls and young men and women, from which 8600 are women.

Today Iliana continues to prioritise that these programmes that benefit
women, girls and vulnerable groups keep expanding to other regions of Mexico
and Latin America, focusing in achieving a differentiated impact in the most
marginalised regions.

Studying in the United Kingdom, in the University of Manchester, in
the same school as 25 Nobel laureates, made me realise that the
limits created by ignorance, poverty, violence, and intolerance,



may be torn down through the gift of education and good role
models.

That just as the Chevening scholarship gave me the gift of living a
radically different life for one year than the one I was
accustomed, that everyone has an obligation to give opportunities
to whom do not have them or do not see them, by teaching and
offering time, mentorship, helping to eliminate the frontiers and
paradigms that hinder creating plentiful, pacific and productive
societies.

Keeping the public safe 24/7

Press release

Sunday 24 July is International Security Officers’ Day.

This is an important day in the Industry Calendar, as the day is celebrated
here and around the world to recognise and thank the people who work
tirelessly everyday – both visibly and behind the scenes – to keep us safe.

The date of the 24 July reflects that security work is a 24/7 occupation.

To mark this day in the UK, we are highlighting stories of security
operatives from the different sectors and across the United Kingdom. We are
celebrating the people behind the badge and paying tribute to their
professionalism.

We have stories of real-life heroes who have saved lives, sometimes with a
risk to their own safety and wellbeing.

We have security officers who at a moment’s notice find themselves turning
into first responders as they carry out critical first aid before the
emergency teams arrive.
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There are currently over 450,000 active SIA licences in the UK. Each licence
holder will have undertaken training and checks to qualify for the SIA
licence and badge so they can play their part in protecting the public.

On this International Security Officers’ Day, we salute and thank every
security operative on the front line, guarding every second, every minute,
every hour of public life and property.

Michelle Russell

Chief Executive, Security Industry Authority
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