
Ministers take action to tackle travel
disruption

Ministers from across government have introduced a package of new measures to
tackle travel disruption, helping to minimise the impact of ongoing rail and
underground strikes and prevent long queues for passengers crossing the
Channel.

Ahead of another busy weekend of holiday travel, this morning, Ministers and
senior officials met for the second time this week, to discuss the
preparations being put in place to ease any potential disruption,
bolstering existing support for UK industry.

To ensure people can still easily get to the Commonwealth Games this
weekend, contingency measures have been put in place, including extra
capacity on rail lines that are running and laying on coaches for sports fans
and spectators.

To minimise queue times in Kent, and prevent a repeat of the disruption seen
last weekend, UK and French officials and Ministers have had regular
discussions this week and a new UK-French Passenger Technical Working group
has been established. This group will meet weekly throughout the summer to
avoid any further disruption for passengers travelling to either side of the
Channel.

Traffic enforcement has also been put in place to keep roads passable around
Dover and Folkestone.

Flight cancellations have also recently fallen back to their 2019 levels
following changes to regulations on airport slot rules to help airlines make
sensible decisions about their schedule; avoiding last minute cancellations
and providing passengers with more certainty.

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Lead Minister for Resilience Kit
Malthouse said:

“I know that travel disruption can affect all of us, whether you need to
commute to work, travel to visit your friends, family or loved ones, get away
on your well earned Summer break or even attend an event like our fantastic
Commonwealth Games. I am working with ministers and officials right across
government, as well as our partners and industry, to assess and mitigate any
disruption, including any knock on effects from the rail strikes.

“We have already taken action, and continue to work with the Port of Dover,
Eurotunnel, and the French Government, National Highways, local police and
the Kent Resilience Forum on minimising traffic disruption, and also with our
airport operators to avoid last minute cancellations, and we will continue to
take all the necessary steps to help people travel easily.”
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Give your home an energy MOT with new
online advice service

New website acts as a home energy MOT, providing tailored, impartial
recommendations on upgrades that could help households improve energy
efficiency
making improvements to energy efficiency is one of the simplest ways to
cut energy use and can deliver immediate and lasting savings as well as
being greener
service complements government investment in energy efficiency through
Help to Heat schemes, which combined with the expanded Energy Company
Obligation scheme, totals £12 billion

A new website providing homeowners with a home energy MOT, providing
recommendations that could help save them hundreds of pounds a year on bills,
is being launched by the government today.

It will offer guidance to homeowners on ways to improve the energy
performance of their homes by upgrading with things like loft and wall
insulation and double glazing.

It also links to advice on installing low carbon heating technologies, such
as heat pumps, and how to access government grants of £5,000 that will allow
homeowners to ditch boilers powered by fossil fuels that have seen price
rises driven by pressures on global markets.

The new online service, which is being launched on the GOV.UK website, offers
people impartial recommendations showing how to improve their home’s energy
performance.

It is a simple-to-use interactive service where users enter details about
their home and receive recommendations tailored to their individual
circumstances so they can cut their energy consumption and make their homes
greener.

Today’s website launch will complement investment the government is providing
during the current Parliament through its Help to Heat schemes, which
combined with the expanded Energy Company Obligation scheme, is totalling
around £12 billion across 700,000 homes.

Help to Heat schemes include the £800 million committed to the Social Housing
Decarbonisation Fund in the Heat and Buildings Strategy, along with £950
million for the Home Upgrade Grant, which are already delivering energy
efficiency upgrades for tens of thousands of low-income households.

The government has also promised to extend the Energy Company Obligation
scheme until 2026, boosting its value to £1 billion a year and helping
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hundreds of thousands of families with energy-saving measures, which will
deliver average energy bill savings of around £300 a year.

Business and Energy Minister Lord Callanan said:

The cheapest energy is the energy that you don’t use, and by making
simple improvements to the energy performance of their homes,
people can see immediate and lasting savings on their bills.

With global pressures pushing up fossil fuel prices, it has never
been more important to make our homes more energy efficient. This
website provides a new and trusted source of information where
homeowners can give their property an energy MOT and get clear,
impartial advice.

It builds on the £6.6 billion the government is investing to
improve the energy efficiency of homes through our Help to Heat
schemes where we are helping low-income households make their
properties not only warmer, but cheaper to keep warm.

A further £5.4 billion is available through the Energy Company
Obligation scheme, which we have expanded until 2026 and is
delivering average energy bill savings of around £300 a year for
those who need it most.

Some of the simplest upgrades can be the most effective and now is
the time to act to make sure your home is ready for the colder
months. I am urging homeowners to get online, use this new website
and see the changes you can make now that could save you hundreds
of pounds on your bills this winter.

The new energy advice website can be found here.
the government committed to set up the new energy advice website in the
British Energy Security Strategy
as part of the landmark Heat and Buildings Strategy, the UK government
is investing more than £3.9 billion of new funding to decarbonise heat
and buildings across the country between 2022 and 2025. This brings
capital spending on buildings decarbonization over the lifetime of
Parliament to £6.6 billion
the Heat and Buildings Strategy sets out how the government is
prioritising the most vulnerable in society, ensuring that those on low
income and/or at greater risk of fuel poverty are able to access energy
efficiency measures and not be left behind
the government is providing home decarbonisation support to those
vulnerable and fuel poor through a range of schemes, including:

providing £950 million in additional funding for the Home Upgrade
Grant
committing a further £800 million to the Social Housing
Decarbonisation Fund (SHDF) to improve the energy performance of
social rented homes across England
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Animal medicine seizure notice: Parcel
shipped from the USA addressed to
premises in County Down

News story

Details of seizure notice served following a parcel addressed to premises in
County Down stopped at a Belfast depot.

The following veterinary medicines were identified by a courier company based
at a Belfast depot. The products were then detained and subsequently seized
by Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA).

This parcel was addressed to residential premises in County Down and was
shipped from the USA. The parcel contained:

6 x 25 doses of Nobivac Canine Distemper – Adenovirus Type 2 –
Parainfluenza Parvovirus Vaccine Modified Live Virus
2 x 25 doses of Nobivac Canine Distemper – Adenovirus Type 2 –
Parainfluenza Parvovirus Vaccine Modified Live and Killed Virus

These products were intended for use in dogs and are not authorised
veterinary medicines in GB or NI.

The medicines were seized under Regulation 25 (Importation of unauthorised
veterinary medicinal products) of the Veterinary Medicines Regulations 2013.

Published 29 July 2022
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Animal medicine seizure notice: Parcel
shipped from Australia addressed to
premises in County Tyrone

News story

Details of seizure notice served following a parcel addressed to premises in
County Tyrone stopped at a Belfast depot.

The following veterinary medicines were identified by a courier company based
at a Belfast depot. The products were then detained and subsequently seized
by Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA).

This parcel was addressed to residential premises in County Tyrone and was
shipped from Australia. The parcel contained:

1 x 1 litre bottle – Collovet Stimulant Oral Suspension
2 x 100ml bottles – Foliphos Injectable Phosphorus, folic Acid & Vitamin
B12
1 x 100ml bottle – Vitamin B12 Injection
1 x 100ml bottle – L-Carnitine Injection
1 x 20ml bottle – Hippiron Iron Injection

These products were intended for use in horses and/or dogs and are not
authorised veterinary medicines in GB or NI.

The medicines were seized under Regulation 25 (Importation of unauthorised
veterinary medicinal products) of the Veterinary Medicines Regulations 2013.

Published 29 July 2022
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Thomas Hughes and Jordan Monaghan
sentenced to increased prison terms
for separate child murder cases at the
Court of Appeal

Today, two child killers have had their sentences increased after challenges
by the Law Officers. Thomas Hughes’ sentence was increased from 21 years to
24 years’ imprisonment and Jordan Monaghan had his sentence increased from
life imprisonment with a minimum term of 40 years to life imprisonment with a
minimum term of 48 years.

Speaking after the hearing, the Attorney General the Rt Hon. Suella Braverman
QC MP said of the decision to hand Hughes an increased sentence:

Today my thoughts are with all those who loved Arthur Labinjo-
Hughes.

This barbaric crime has shocked and angered the nation, and I am
glad that the Court has agreed that Thomas Hughes should serve a
longer prison term to reflect this.

Although no sentence can ever repair the damage that his and Emma
Tustin’s actions have caused, I am glad to have sought a review of
these sentences and welcome the Court’s review of this extremely
serious case of child homicide.

Following the Court’s decision to hand an increased sentence to Jordan
Monaghan, the Attorney General said:

This was a chilling and appalling case, and I wish to express all
of my sympathies to the families of Ruby and Logan Monaghan and
Evie Adams.

Jordan Monaghan coldly murdered his two young children and partner.
I hope that the increased sentence will bring some comfort to all
those who loved Ruby, Logan and Evie. I want to thank the previous
Solicitor General, Alex Chalk, for challenging the sentences.

Thomas Hughes participated in the abuse of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes and was
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convicted of his manslaughter. His sentence was referred to the Court of
Appeal by the Attorney General Rt Hon Suella Braverman QC MP.

In the weeks leading up to the death of Arthur Labinjo-Hughes in 2021 – whose
death was caused by a severe head injury – Hughes had engaged in an extensive
campaign of physical abuse against the victim which included beatings,
depriving him of food and poisoning him with salt. Hughes carried out this
abuse in collaboration with his partner Emma Tustin, 32, who was convicted of
Arthur’s murder.

On 3 December 2021, at Birmingham Crown Court, Hughes was sentenced to 21
years’ imprisonment for manslaughter.

The Attorney General, the Rt Hon Suella Braverman QC MP, referred the
sentences of both Tustin and Hughes to the Court of Appeal because she
believed they were too low.

Jordan Monaghan’s case was heard alongside that of Tustin and Hughes at the
Court of Appeal. His case was referred by the then Solicitor General Alex
Chalk QC MP.

Monaghan, 30, killed his daughter Ruby in January 2013 when she was 24 days
old. In August of that year he killed his son Logan, who was 21 months old.
Both of the victims were killed by restricting their airways. At the time
neither of the deaths were treated as suspicious.

In 2016, Monaghan and his then-partner had a third child together. On two
occasions that year he tried to murder the child by restricting her airways
but was unsuccessful.

In 2019, Monaghan murdered his partner Evie Adams with illegally obtained
prescription drugs. After Adams died Monaghan tried to pass her death off as
a suicide.

Following Adams’ death Monaghan was arrested and found guilty of her murder,
the murders of Ruby and Logan Monaghan and two attempted murders of his third
child. He was sentenced to life imprisonment with a minimum term of 40 years
at Preston Crown Court.

The then Solicitor General, Alex Chalk QC MP, referred Monaghan’s sentence to
the Court of Appeal.

On 29 July 2022, following a joint hearing at the Court of Appeal on 05 May,
Hughes and Monaghan both received increased prison sentences. The Court
accepted the Solicitor General’s argument that Hughes’ encouragement to
Tustin to harm Arthur in the way he did created a substantial risk that she
would do something that would kill him. Hughes was sentenced to 24 years’
imprisonment. Monaghan was sentenced to life imprisonment with a minimum term
of 48 years, as his offending was so serious it required a higher minimum
term.

The Court of Appeal declined to increase Tustin’s sentence of life
imprisonment with a minimum term of 29 years.



Notes to Editors:

The joint hearing took place at the Court of Appeal on 4 and 5 May 2022.
The Law Officers act independently of Government when deciding on Unduly
Lenient Sentences, also known as acting as ‘Guardian of the public
interest’.
Only one application is needed to review a sentence and there is only a
28-day window to challenge a case from the day the sentence is given.
At the same time as the Unduly Lenient Sentence hearing for Emma Tustin,
Thomas Hughes and Jordan Monaghan, the Court of Appeal also heard
appeals against the whole life orders given to Wayne Couzens for the
murder of Sarah Everard and Ian Stewart for the murder of Diane Stewart
and Helen Bailey. These two cases were not part of the ULS scheme and so
could not be challenged by the Law Officers. For more information on
these cases please contact CPS Press Office


