
New-build homes to come gigabit-speed
ready

Digital Secretary Oliver Dowden has today announced (Tuesday 17 March) the government will
legislate to make sure new-build homes come with gigabit-speed broadband fit for the future.

This is a significant step in the Prime Minister’s plan to level up the UK
and accelerate the nationwide rollout of world-class broadband with the
fastest speeds.

This will allow people to work from home more easily and will give homes fast
and reliable connections for streaming TV and films on multiple devices at
the same time.

One in five new-build homes are still being built without gigabit-speed
connections, mostly in smaller developments, where the cost can be higher or
network operators have not had the time they need to build in connections
before completion.

The move will mean developers will be legally required to install high-
quality digital infrastructure from the outset, make it a priority as part of
the build, and ensure broadband companies are on board before the first brick
is laid.

Digital Secretary Oliver Dowden said:

This legislation means every new home will be built fit for the
future and give people access to world-class broadband speeds from
the moment they move in.

It’s all part of our plan to deliver on our commitment to give
everyone in the UK access to gigabit broadband, as we connect and
level up the country.

The government will amend building regulations to guarantee that all new
homes have the right infrastructure to support gigabit broadband and housing
developers must work with network operators to install internet speeds of
over 1,000 megabits per second (Mbps) in new-build homes, up to a cost cap of
£2,000 per dwelling.

The legislation, to be laid as soon as parliamentary time allows, will remove
the need to retrospectively install broadband infrastructure and reduce
disruption and high costs.

To make sure developers are incentivised to follow the plans, the government
has worked with operators to secure significant new commitments that they
will contribute to the costs of installing gigabit broadband in new-build
homes.
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Virgin Media will contribute at least £500 and in the case of some larger
sites £1,000. Openreach has committed to a combined contribution with
developers of £3,400, with a maximum developer contribution of £2,000. The
government expects to have agreement from other operators in the coming
weeks.

Housing Secretary Robert Jenrick said:

We are building more new homes than at any time in the last 30
years and helping more people to get onto the ladder. We want to
ensure those new homes are high quality and fit for the future.

Today’s announcement will deliver internet speeds 200 times faster
than you would need to watch an HD film on Netflix.

Clive Selley, CEO of Openreach, said:

Providing full fibre to new homes is an important part of
Openreach’s commitment to invest in faster, more reliable broadband
technology – as part of our ‘Fibre First’ strategy.

We’ve been leading industry, progressively lowering the plot size
threshold at which we offer free full fibre installation for new
housing developments. This is now available to smaller developments
of just 20 homes. In addition, we’ve capped the amount house
builders contribute if they ask Openreach to build full fibre to
smaller-scale developments of just 2 and 3 premises – to help
encourage further full fibre take-up.

We welcome the government’s announcement that all new build homes
will be required to have the infrastructure to support gigabit-
capable connections, and we will work closely with government and
housebuilders on the best way to deliver this.

Lutz Schüler, CEO of Virgin Media, said:

Many property developers have been building brand new homes with
second-rate broadband connections for far too long.

The Government should be applauded for introducing legislation to
ensure every new home has access to future proof gigabit broadband
as standard – something we’ve long called for. By busting these
broadband barriers, government and industry can work together and
ensure new homes are no longer left behind in the gigabit broadband
revolution.



The policy, which will be laid as secondary legislation meaning it can be
introduced quicker, applies to all new residential dwellings, including
conversions and self-built homes, but excluding renovated buildings, schools,
hotels and prisons.

Government statistics estimate 215,000 new-build homes are built a year.

The government expects that 98.1 per cent of the time gigabit broadband will
be installed at no costs to developers and that developers will have to
contribute more than £1,800 for only 0.1 per cent of new builds.

With an assumed operator contribution of between £500-£1,400 this policy will
ensure that currently, gigabit-capable connections will be deployed in 99% of
total new build premises.

Alongside this, the government’s Rural Gigabit Connectivity programme, which
aims to see full fibre broadband delivered to the most remote parts of the
UK, continues to work with partners and local bodies to deliver public sector
upgrades in rural areas.

ENDS

Notes to editors

In its response to the consultation New Build Developments: Delivering
gigabit-capable connections published today the government has said it
will use existing powers in the Building Act 1984 to amend the Building
Regulations 2010 to mandate that: 

Developers ensure new homes have gigabit broadband. This includes
ensuring that the physical infrastructure necessary for gigabit-capable
connections is provided on site for all new build developments and that
the home is connected by an operator to a gigabit-capable connection.  

The requirement on the developer to provide a gigabit-capable connection
exists unless the cost to the developer of providing connectivity
exceeds £2,000, or the operator declines to provide a connection.  

If gigabit broadband exceeds the cost cap, the developer must provide at
least superfast connection within the same cost cap, unless the operator
declines to provide a connection. 

Building regulations are a devolved matter. Therefore, the legislative
amendments to the Building Regulations 2010 will apply to England only.
However, the provision of gigabit-capable connections to new homes is a
priority for the Government across the whole of the UK. We will
therefore work closely with and the Devolved Administrations to help
them implement this in a consistent manner across the UK.



New guidance for households with
possible COVID-19 infection

New guidance to stay at home for 14 days if someone in your household has
symptoms of COVID-19 is the focus of the next stage of a public awareness
campaign launched by Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock today.

The new guidance will set out that individuals will still be asked to self-
isolate for 7 days from the onset of COVID-19 symptoms but any individuals in
the household will now be asked to self-isolate for 14 days from that moment
as well.

If other members of your household develop symptoms, however mild, at any
time during the 14 days, they must not leave the home for 7 days from when
symptoms started.

The new phase of the campaign will build on the existing TV, radio, online,
digital and billboard adverts currently visible all over the country. These
reinforce the importance of washing your hands more often and for 20 seconds,
and ask people to self-isolate for 7 days if they develop a high temperature
or a new continuous cough, however mild.

Government has taken the further measure of asking whole households to
isolate because it is likely that people living with others will infect each
other or be infected already. Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce
the overall amount of infection the household could pass on to others in the
community.

The Prime Minister also today set out a number of social distancing measures
to reduce the risk of infection from the spread of coronavirus. For those who
remain well, are under 70 or do not have an underlying health condition, they
are advised to limit their social contact where possible, including using
less public transport, working at home and considering not going to pubs,
restaurants, theatres and bars.

For those who are over 70, have an underlying health condition or are
pregnant, they are strongly advised against these activities and to
significantly limit face-to-face interaction with friends and family if
possible.

The government’s public awareness campaign offers clear, practical advice so
people can play their part in preventing and slowing the spread of the virus.

The most important thing individuals can do to protect themselves remains
washing their hands more often, for at least 20 seconds, with soap and water.
Make sure you cough or sneeze into a tissue, put it in a bin and wash your
hands.
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The awareness campaign also reiterates the importance of seeking help online
by visiting NHS.UK/coronavirus to check your symptoms and follow the medical
advice, rather than visiting your GP. It also urges people with any symptoms
to avoid contact with older and more vulnerable people.

Only if symptoms become worse should people use the NHS 111 service. To
ensure the phone service is readily available to those who need it, where
possible people should use the 111 website rather than calling.

Earlier this month, the Prime Minister published a ‘battle plan’ for tackling
the disease in the UK, which sets out plans for a range of scenarios. Last
week, the Prime Minister confirmed the UK has moved into the second stage of
this plan, the ‘delay’ phase.

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said:

Coronavirus is the biggest public health crisis we have faced in a
generation, and we will do whatever is necessary to protect our
elderly and most vulnerable people and keep the public safe.

This is an unprecedented situation and it’s so important for each
of us to rally together and do our bit to protect ourselves and
each other, as well as our NHS, from this disease.

Washing hands regularly for 20 seconds or more remains the single
most important thing each of us can do, but we now also need to ask
everyone in a household to stay at home if anyone in their home
shows symptoms.

Combating this virus will require a huge national effort. We must
do all we can to save lives, protect the NHS and keep the most
vulnerable people in our society safe.

PM call with UK’s leading
manufacturers: 16 March 2020

This evening, the Prime Minister spoke to over sixty of the UK’s leading
manufacturing businesses and organisations to call on them to help the UK
step up production of vital medical equipment, such as ventilators. The
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster also joined the call.

The Prime Minister made clear that responding to coronavirus and reducing the
spread of the peak requires a national effort. He asked manufacturers to rise
to this immediate challenge by offering skills and expertise as well as
manufacturing the components themselves. Businesses can get involved in any
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part of the process: design, procurement, assembly, testing, and shipping.

“He set the ambition for industry to manufacture as many new ventilators as
possible, so we can all help the most vulnerable and our NHS, whose staff
have been working round the clock. The government Chief Commercial Officer
and Commercial Director from the NHS set out the clinical and design
specifications. The government will remain in contact with businesses on
anything further that the NHS might need to respond to the virus.

The Prime Minister thanked manufacturers for everything they have done so
far. A number of companies are already engaged in the effort and exploring
how they can best support. Any business who is able to help should get in
touch, by phoning the BEIS Business Support Helpline on 0300 456 3565 or
visiting https://ventilator.herokuapp.com.

The Business Support Helpline has already received over 400 calls from
businesses looking for information on how they can contribute to the Prime
Minister’s call for ventilator production.

The Prime Minister also set out that the government will do everything we can
to support businesses during this difficult time.

Call for businesses to help make NHS
ventilators

Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)
If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times
Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.

G7 Leaders’ Statement on COVID-19

We, the Leaders of the Group of Seven, acknowledge that the COVID-19 pandemic
is a human tragedy and a global health crisis, which also poses major risks
for the world economy. We are committed to doing whatever is necessary to
ensure a strong global response through closer cooperation and enhanced
coordination of our efforts. While current challenges may require national
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emergency measures, we remain committed to the stability of the global
economy. We express our conviction that current challenges related to the
COVID-19 pandemic need a strongly coordinated international approach, based
on science and evidence, consistent with our democratic values, and utilizing
the strengths of private enterprise.

We are committed to marshalling the full power of our governments to:

Coordinate on necessary public health measures to protect people at risk
from COVID-19
Restore confidence, growth, and protect jobs
Support global trade and investment
Encourage science, research, and technology cooperation

By acting together, we will work to resolve the health and economic risks
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and set the stage for a strong recovery of
strong, sustainable economic growth and prosperity.

Accelerate Our Response to COVID-19

We will work hard to protect the health and safety of everyone in our
countries. Stepping up the response to the outbreak remains our foremost
priority. We will coordinate our efforts to delay the spread of the virus,
including through appropriate border management measures.

We will enhance our efforts to strengthen health systems in our countries and
globally. We fully support the World Health Organization in its global
mandate to lead on disease outbreaks and emergencies with health
consequences, leaving no geographical vacuum, and encourage all countries,
international organizations, and the private sector to assist global efforts
such as the Global Preparedness and Response Plan.

We stress the value of real-time information sharing to ensure access to the
best and latest intelligence, improving prevention strategies and mitigation
measures.

We will pool epidemiologic and other data to better understand and fight the
virus.

We will increase coordinated research efforts, including through voluntary
support for the global alliance Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness and
Innovation. We will support the launch of joint research projects funded by
both public and private resources, and the sharing of facilities, towards
rapid development, manufacture and distribution of treatments and a vaccine,
adhering to the principles of efficacy, safety, and accessibility.

We will make efforts to increase the availability of medical equipment where
it is most needed.

We will coordinate with online platforms to maximize public access to the
latest correct and relevant official information, in recognition that
millions of citizens receive information and news via social media.



To implement these objectives, and adapt measures if necessary, will require
efforts across all parts of our governments, and we ask our health ministers
to continue to coordinate on a weekly basis.

Forcefully Address the Economic Impact of the Outbreak

We resolve to coordinate measures and do whatever it takes, using all policy
tools, to achieve strong growth in the G7 economies, and to safeguard against
downside risks.

To this end, we are mobilizing the full range of instruments, including
monetary and fiscal measures, as well as targeted actions, to support
immediately and as much as necessary the workers, companies, and sectors most
affected. This is particularly important for small and medium businesses and
working families.

We also ask our central banks to continue to coordinate to provide the
necessary monetary measures in order to support economic and financial
stability, and to promote recovery and growth.

We ask our finance ministers to coordinate on a weekly basis on the
implementation of those measures and to develop further timely and effective
actions.

We reinforce the importance of coordination among international organizations
even in the face of challenges to business continuity. We call on the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group and other International
Organizations to further support countries worldwide as part of a coordinated
global response, focused on this specific challenge. We also ask our finance
ministers to work closely with International Organizations to design and
implement swiftly the international financial assistance that is appropriate
to help countries, including emerging and developing economies, face the
health and economic shock of COVID-19.

We will address disturbances to international supply chains and continue our
work to facilitate international trade.

Restore and Expand Growth

We will continue to work together with resolve to implement these measures to
respond to this global emergency. In facing the economic challenge, we are
determined not only to restore the level of growth anticipated before the
COVID-19 pandemic but also to build the foundation for stronger future
growth. We will continue to coordinate through the G7 Presidency including at
the G7 Leaders’ Summit and call upon the G20 to support and amplify these
efforts.


