
Appointment of the new Director
General of the Security Service

Ken McCallum has been appointed as successor to Sir Andrew Parker as the head
of MI5, Home Secretary Priti Patel announced today.

Currently serving as Deputy Director General, Mr McCallum has worked for the
Security Service for almost 25 years.

His time included overseeing all counter-terror investigations in the run-up
to, and during, the 2012 London Olympics.

There will be a handover period before Mr McCallum takes over from Sir Andrew
when he retires at the end of April.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said:

Since becoming Home Secretary, I have worked closely with Ken and
I’m delighted to appoint him as the new Director General.

We are facing unprecedented national security threats and I’m
confident that his experience and vision will allow the UK to meet
those challenges head on.

I also would like to pay tribute to Sir Andrew Parker, who has led
the service through a very challenging period which saw the threat
to the UK evolve rapidly. He has served his country with dedication
and commitment and I thank him for his efforts.

Ken McCallum said:

MI5’s purpose is hugely motivating. Our people – with our partners
– strive to keep the country safe, and they always want to go the
extra mile.

Having devoted my working life to that team effort, it is a huge
privilege now to be asked to lead it as Director General.
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The Cabinet Secretary, Sir Mark Sedwill, said:

Ken McCallum’s expertise and leadership will be crucial to ensuring
that the Security Service remains agile and creative in the face of
new and emerging threats to our security. I know that he will be a
fantastic Director General and I look forward to working with him.

Ken will work closely with Sir Andrew Parker ahead of his
retirement. I would like to thank Sir Andrew for his many years of
distinguished leadership of the women and men of the Service, and
his dedication to keeping our citizens safe and our country secure.

Mr McCallum will take up his new post at the end of April.

A detailed biography of Ken McCallum can be found on the MI5 website.
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Aid charity involved in convoys to
Syria “seriously mismanaged”,
regulator concludes

The trustees of a humanitarian aid charity that failed to account for cash
taken to Syria are responsible for misconduct and mismanagement, the charity
regulator has found.

In a report published today, the Charity Commission, the regulator of
charities in England and Wales, finds several serious failures in the
administration of the charity, including failures to properly vet, safeguard
and oversee volunteers who represented the charity, and to account for the
way in which funds were spent.

The regulator’s inquiry, which launched in 2014, aimed to establish, among
other things, whether the charity had been misused for, or had supported
unlawful or improper activity, including facilitating military, armed,
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political activity, and whether the charity’s funds had been misappropriated.

In December 2013, a volunteer who was associated with this and other
charities, took part in an aid convoy to Syria. While in Syria, the volunteer
was reported to have been abducted and later murdered by ISIL militants.

Concerns about the charity’s involvement in aid convoys to Syria

The Commission had been engaging with the charity since April 2013 over
concerns about its participation in and organisation of an aid convoy to
Syria. This activity was outside Al-Fatiha Global’s charitable purposes at
the time. The regulator had also issued general advice about charities’
participation in aid convoys, which it states carry “inherent risks” and are
“not an effective means of delivering humanitarian aid”.

A books and records check at the time uncovered significant weaknesses in the
charity’s records, such that the trustees were unable to demonstrate where
and how charitable funds had been applied.

The inquiry further finds that the charity’s trustees provided “little to no”
oversight of individuals to whom they had delegated responsibility, including
those that managed participation in convoys to Syria. The trustees did not,
the Commission finds, act reasonably to ensure the charity’s assets,
including its name, were used only to support or carry out its purposes.

Cash not properly accounted for

The trustees also failed to ensure appropriate authorisation and
documentation around cash carried by individuals travelling on convoys. The
Commission found that individuals travelled overseas carrying between £2000-
£3000 each, but that there were “insufficient records” as to how cash or aid
were applied in Syria.

Failures to account for charitable funds

The inquiry report criticises the charity’s trustees for failures to account
properly for donations of goods, leading to the charity’s accounts for year
ended December 2013 being qualified by the charity’s auditor. The charity had
undergone a period of growth, after what the Commission notes was ‘highly
effective’ fundraising by the charity’s trustees and supporters. The
regulator finds that Al-Fatiha Global’s internal, financial and governance
controls and processes did not keep pace with that change.

Interim Manager

During its investigation, the regulator appointed an interim manager (IM) to
manage and administer the charity with the trustees, including by taking full
control of the charity’s finances. While in post, the IM ensured adequate due
diligence, monitoring and risk management procedures were put in place, that
the trustee board was expanded, and that risks to charitable assets were
adequately managed.



Amy Spiller, Head of Investigation Teams at the Charity
Commission, said:

Charity represents the best of human characteristics – that’s why
the behaviour of charities, and those involved in charities,
matters. This is especially the case where charities work to help
the most vulnerable or work in areas of inherent risk for staff and
volunteers. Sadly, we found that the trustees of Al-Fatiha Global
failed in their legal duties and responsibilities. They put their
charity – its people, assets and good name – at serious risk. I am
pleased that the charity is now on a much more secure footing, with
a largely new trustee board, and appropriate policies and processes
in place to ensure the charity delivers on its purpose safely. I
hope other trustees learn from this case – notably about the very
serious risks involved in taking part in aid convoys.

The Commission says the trustees co-operated with the inquiry and that it is
satisfied the charity is now operating lawfully.

The full inquiry report is available on GOV.UK.

Ends

Reckless care home bosses disqualified

Husband and wife, Darren William Lloyd (53) and Emma Lloyd (49), have been
banned for a total of 8-and-a-half years, while Darren’s brother, Adrian
Jeffrey Lloyd (50), has been disqualified for 5 years.

All three directors are from Wolverhampton and after signing disqualification
undertakings, the trio are banned from directly or indirectly becoming
involved, without the permission of the court, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company.

Elysian Care Limited was incorporated in January 1997 to purchase and operate
a residential care home called Knoll House in Penn, Wolverhampton. The
company acquired two further care homes but sold one of them in 2011, leaving
Knoll House and The Homestead, based in Stourbridge, in Elysian Care’s
portfolio.

Elysian Care, however, began to struggle financially and in addition to not
providing adequate services to the residents, the company failed to pay key
suppliers and staff. By September 2014, Darren, Adrian, Emma Lloyd abandoned
the two care homes, which led to the local authorities having to step in and
make emergency payments to ensure the residents were cared for.
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As part of their efforts to rescue Elysian Care, the company’s bankers’
appointed administrators, who went onto to report to the Insolvency Service
that Darren, Adrian and Emma were responsible for several instances of
misconduct.

Darren Lloyd instructed a member of staff to provide new bank details to the
local authority responsible for paying the fees of some of the residents of
Knoll House. The local authority, however, was not informed that the bank
account they were paying into was in the name of Darren Lloyd.

In total, more than £500,000 of resident’s fees provided by the local
authority between September 2012 and October 2014 was paid into Darren
Lloyd’s personal bank account. More than £290,000 of that amount has not been
accounted for nor has it been explained whether it was spent on the running
of Elysian Care or the care homes’ elderly residents.

Further enquiries confirmed that the trio abandoned the two care homes and
left no funds to provide services for at least 30 residents. This meant staff
had to buy essential supplies out of their own pockets, while the two local
authorities had to make emergency payments to support the residents.

One local authority had to step in to reimburse staff’s wages, as well as pay
for food and hygiene provisions, while the second council was forced to
relocate the residents.

And all three directors were remis in maintaining sufficient books and
records, while also failing to supply a statement of affairs to the
Administrator.

The trio contested the proceedings for over three years but elected to accept
disqualification undertakings before their trial was due.

Emma Lloyd was the first to have their ban come into effect on 14 February
and her disqualification lasts for 3-and-a-half years. Darren Lloyd’s 5-year
ban came into effect on 19 February 2020, while his brother’s ban was
effective a day later.

David Brooks, Chief Investigator for the Insolvency Service, said:

Darren, Adrian and Emma Lloyd were unscrupulous care home bosses.
Not only were they culpable for diverting more than £500,000 of
funds intended for the care of their residents but they abandoned
the people they were responsible for and left staff and local
authorities to step in and pick up the pieces.

Directors are expected to operate in the best interest of the
company and by removing Darren, Adrian and Emma from the corporate
arena will ensure their victims will be protected from further
harm.

Darren Lloyd is from Wolverhampton and his date of birth is January 1967



Emma is from Wolverhampton and her date of birth is February 1971

Adrian Jeffrey Lloyd is from Wolverhampton and his date of birth is August
1969

ELYSIAN CARE LIMITED (Company number: 03304393)

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings. Persons subject
to a disqualification order are bound by a range of restrictions.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:

Second round of Urban Tree Challenge
Fund opens today

The Forestry Commission today (Monday 30 March) opens round two of the Urban
Tree Challenge Fund, which is for community and volunteer groups, town
councils and individuals to apply for a share of the £10million pot to
increase tree numbers in urban areas through small scale planting projects.

Launched in May 2019, the Urban Tree Challenge Fund aims to support the
planting of more than 130,000 trees across England’s towns and cities.

This announcement of round two opening follows the success of round one,
which saw thirteen large scale projects from local authorities and large
organisations awarded grants to plant more than 50,000 trees in urban areas.

Planting more trees improves health and wellbeing, connects people with the
outdoors, absorbs noise, reduces flood risk, cools temperatures through
shading, and creates green spaces to help communities come together.

Successful applicants of round two will not start planting trees until the
next planting season (winter 2020/21).

Forestry Minister Lord Goldsmith, said:

Our immediate priority is rightly our response to the challenges
posed by the coronavirus. But, although these are unprecedented
times, we want to continue to uphold the nation’s commitment to the
environment.

We have made sure that the applications for round two of the Urban
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Challenge Tree Fund can be completed online so individuals are not
putting themselves at risk, and I encourage anyone thinking of
applying to do so in a safe way, using digital platforms to plan
their application with colleagues if necessary.

Our manifesto sets our ambition to have every new street lined with
trees – and I am dedicated to working closely with the Forestry
Commission to help make this vision a reality.

The scheme is being administered by the Forestry Commission, with
applications for single planting projects of between 150 and 5,000 small
trees invited. Applications that contain 500 or more trees are especially
encouraged. Grants will fund the planting of trees and the first three years
of their care to ensure they can flourish into the future.

The grant will be delivered as a challenge fund, and therefore requires 50%
match funding from those who apply, through either money or labour.

Forestry Commission Chair Sir William Worsley, said:

The value of trees in urban areas cannot be underestimated. They
provide homes for birds and other wildlife, offer shade and natural
cooling effects, help to reduce flood risk, and provide huge
benefits for our health and wellbeing.

I’ve already visited several successful projects from round one,
from the Mersey Forest to Manchester City of Trees, and have seen
first-hand the great work that has been achieved so far through the
Urban Tree Challenge Fund. The reopening of the fund will build on
the success of round one, and will add to the 50,000 urban trees
already awarded.

Community tree planting is a great passion of mine, and I greatly
encourage local volunteer groups and individuals to apply.

The scheme will support projects which can provide the greatest environmental
and social benefits, and applications will be processed by the Forestry
Commission. A map will be available to check eligibility before applying.

Councillor Rob Anderson, Cabinet Member for Sustainable Transport and
Environmental Services, Slough Borough Council, is one of the successful
bidders from the first round, and said:

The Urban Tree Challenge Fund is a fantastic opportunity for
Slough. Having already planted Oak, Rowan, Lime, Pine and Spruce we
are eagerly awaiting the time when the plant material reaches a
level of maturity so we can all enjoy the new plantations.

The new planting will mean improvements relating to air quality,



greater natural flood management, temperature reduction for high
density urban areas and increased carbon capture.

Earlier this month, Defra and the Forestry Commission welcomed the new
£640million Nature for Climate announcement from HM Treasury which will help
to deliver against the manifesto commitments to increase tree planting across
the UK to 30,000 hectares per year by 2025, alongside peatland restoration
and nature recovery.

The government is committed to growing woodland cover, and this spring will
consult on a new English Tree Strategy looking at policies to expand, support
and increase engagement with our woodlands.

Notes to editors

We are continuing to open this fund on 30 March 2020 and currently will
close applications on 31 May, but we will keep this under review.
All application forms are available online and will need to discussed by
your group virtually in line with latest government guidance.
The successful applicants of round two will not be expected to plant
their trees until the next tree planting season (winter 2020/21).
In round 2 of the fund, an application can contain up to three planting
sites. Planting sites cannot exceed half a hectare and must contain a
minimum of 150 and a maximum of 5,000 small trees per site. An applicant
can submit up to a total of five applications.

A trial using nature to help reduce
flood risk hailed a success

A trial to help test how nature based solutions such as creating wetlands can
be used to help reduce the risk of flooding has been successfully completed
at Marlfield Farm, in Earby.

This is one of a series of pilot projects which are part of Leeds Flood
Alleviation Scheme using natural flood management (NFM) techniques to help
protect the people of Leeds and those living near the River Aire from the
risk of flooding.

Evidence from these projects is being gathered to fully understand the
benefits of NFM and develop how best to work with landowners, tenants and key
partners in the future.

A team from the Environment Agency has been working with the River
Stewardship Company and landowners at Marlfield Farm, which is on the border
of Yorkshire and Lancashire, since last September to slow the flow of
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rainwater and provide better habitat for local wildlife. Works have included
wetland creation, hedge and tree planting, leaky barrier installation and
fencing off corners of fields from grazing so that more vegetation can grow
which helps to store and slow the flow of water across land.

The Earby project will be the first of many NFM schemes in the area. The
Yorkshire Dales National Park recently organised a tour of the site for
farmers who were interested in installing NFM measures on their own land so
they could see the works in action and learn from the project. A video to
show the success of the NFM measures during Storm Ciara in February has been
produced by the owners Marlfield Farm which can be viewed below

Natural flood management at work at Marlfield Farm, Earby

Any landowners interested in using natural flood management techniques on
their land can contact the NFM project team by emailing:
LeedsFAS.nfm@environment-agency.gov.uk

Jenny Barlow, flood risk adviser with the Environment Agency, said a time-
lapse camera had been fitted on the farm to help show the difference that the
project is making. It recorded the impact that these measures made to slow
the flow locally during storm Ciara and Dennis.

She said:

We are very grateful to the landowners for working with us to trial
these NFM techniques on their land and delighted as the initial
results at Marlfield Farm are positive. This project will
contribute to local flood risk reduction and provide wider
environmental benefits, slowing the flow of water locally and to
downstream communities including Leeds.

Earby has a history of flooding and although these natural
techniques will not prevent this from ever happening again, we hope
that our success at Earby will be a catalyst for more landowners to
come forward and work with us to install more of these measures.
These will have a cumulative benefit and should help the landscape
to hold more water during flood events.

Natural Flood Management also offers huge potential for climate
mitigation, for example, creating wetlands, restoring our uplands
and planting trees can help to capture tonnes of carbon from the
atmosphere.

Mr Daniel Procter, together with his wife Heather and parents Howard and
Lynda, own Marlfield Farm. Daniel said:
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We are pleased to support the trial of NFM techniques on our farm
having witnessed first-hand how quickly the river reacts to flash
flooding.

The features have already been tested and have responded well to
recent flooding events, in particular to Storm Ciara.

We are also excited about the added environmental benefits of these
measures. We keep rare breed sheep and are keen to strike a balance
between farming and conservation. The creation of new ponds,
wetland habitats and hedgerows will complement our existing efforts
to boost the biodiversity on our farm and in the local area.

Adam Rollitt, Chief Executive of the River Stewardship Company who are
carrying out the works on behalf of the Environment Agency said:

It has been a privilege to have worked on this exciting project,
complementing the river channel maintenance and engagement work
that we are delivering further downstream in Leeds as part of the
Leeds Flood Alleviation Scheme.

It is a fantastic example of what can be achieved when working with
land owners and other partners, and it is great to see some of the
early, positive results.

Leader of Leeds City Council Councillor Judith Blake said:

Natural flood management techniques are a very interesting and
clever way of using the environment to help reduce the risk and
impact of flooding.

The fact these measures will be in place so far upstream of Leeds
shows how committed we are to a whole catchment approach to protect
all our communities at risk of flooding from the River Aire.

Together with the engineering measures to be installed as part of
phase two of the Leeds Flood Alleviation Scheme, this shows how a
range of different methods can be used to help achieve the same
goal.



Recent storm events have highlighted once again how we need to get
this work done as quickly as possible so we would call on the
government again to work with us to complete phase two in full so
all our communities can have the best level of resilience possible.

This work is part of a wider flood risk programme which has been funded by
Leeds City Council to work with nature to reduce flow of water from upstream
so the landscape can hold more water in times of flood. The wider Leeds NFM
programme includes tree and hedge planting, re-channelling rivers to their
natural courses, soil aeration, wetland creation and moorland restoration all
of which have lots of benefits for people and wildlife.


