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Veterinary surgeons: temporary changes
to the retail supply of veterinary
medicines
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In light of the enhanced precautions on social distancing we must take as a
result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the Veterinary Medicines
Directorate (VMD) has relaxed the enforcement of specific provisions of the
Veterinary Medicines Regulations (VMR) to allow veterinary surgeons to
delegate the retail supply of veterinary medicines to internet retailers or
wholesale dealers for home delivery to the end user.

This decision has immediate effect and will last until 31 August and then
cease.

The VMD will not issue an improvement notice if there are breaches of the
relevant provisions of paragraph 8 of Schedule 3 of the VMR during this
period. For further information read the statement from the VMD (PDF, 165KB,
2 pages).

This is a temporary VMD enforcement policy in relation to specific
obligations under the VMR only. The VMR continue to apply. The VMD may
continue to take action to enforce those obligations in cases where the
procedures described in the statement are not followed.

These changes do not affect the existing provisions that allow a veterinary
surgeon in exceptional circumstances, for example for animal welfare reasons,
to instruct a Wholesale Dealer Authorisation holder to deliver medicines to
the client’s premises.

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) have issued guidance for
veterinary professionals on how to continue to undertake veterinary work.
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31 July 20201.

Phasing out COVID-19 facilitations

26 June 20202.

Date of temporary facilitation changed to 31 July

28 May 20203.

Temporary facilitation will last until 30 June when we will review it.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/905813/PCDOCS-_1891760-v1-Vets_-_retail_supply_-_COVID-19_-_statement_temporary_enforcement_policy.pdf
https://www.rcvs.org.uk/setting-standards/advice-and-guidance/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/veterinary-surgeons-temporary-changes-to-the-retail-supply-of-veterinary-medicines#full-history


29 April 20204.

Temporary change to the retail supply of veterinary medicines – review
date now 31 May

16 April 20205.

Added link to RCVS guidance for veterinary professionals on how to
continue to undertake veterinary work.

7 April 20206.

First published.

Don’t miss out, claim Child Benefit by
phone or post, HMRC tells new parents

Parents of new-borns will still be able to claim Child Benefit despite the
outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19), HMRC announced today (7 April 2020).

Even though General Register Offices remain closed for now, parents can still
claim Child Benefit without having to register their child’s birth first to
ensure that they do not miss out.

First time parents will need to fill in Child Benefit Claim form CH2 found
online and send it to the Child Benefit Office. If they haven’t registered
the birth because of COVID-19, they should add a note with their claim to let
us know.

If they already claim Child Benefit, they can complete the form or add their
new-born’s details over the phone on 0300 200 3100. They will need their
National Insurance number or Child Benefit number.

Child Benefit claims can be backdated by up to 3 months.

This announcement is timely as Child Benefit payments increased from 6 April
to a weekly rate of £21.05 for the first child and £13.95 for each additional
child. Child Benefit is paid into a parent’s bank account, usually every 4
weeks.

Only one person can claim Child Benefit for a child. For couples with one
partner not working or paying National Insurance contributions (NICs), making
the claim in their name will help protect their State Pension.

Financial Secretary to the Treasury, Jesse Norman, said:
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We need people to stay at home in order to protect the NHS and save
lives. Today’s change means new parents won’t miss out financially
and can keep their families safe.

The government will do whatever it takes to support people and the
NHS during this outbreak, and HMRC is working around the clock to
help families and businesses across the UK.

Angela MacDonald, Director General for Customer Services at HMRC, said:

It’s really important that new parents remember to register for
Child Benefit, even during these unprecedented times.

The increase in Child Benefit is a boost for family budgets but
there’s more to claiming than the payments. We’re encouraging
people to claim so they don’t miss out on National Insurance
credits that help protect their State Pension. It also helps
children to get their National Insurance number automatically at
16.

HMRC is reminding High Income Child Benefit Charge customers of the
importance of claiming Child Benefit, even if they choose to opt out of
receiving monetary benefits.

The tax charge applies to anyone with an income over £50,000 who claims Child
Benefit or whose partner claims it. Even if you do have to pay the tax
charge, you could still be better off by claiming Child Benefit – the tax is
1% of Child Benefit for each £100 of income over £50,000.

You can use the Child Benefit tax calculator to work out how much you may
have to pay, or you can opt out of receiving Child Benefit payments
altogether when you complete the form, so you won’t have to pay the charge
but will still protect your State Pension.

Further information

If you’re responsible for a child and have not yet claimed, complete and
return Child Benefit claim form CH2.

The annual Child Benefit geographical statistics were published on 26 March
2020. The latest statistics can be accessed on GOV.UK.

The new payment amounts from the 6 April are available online

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/child-benefit-claim-form-ch2
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Non-Executive Director appointed to
Gov Facility Services Limited
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