
Chancellor provides over £14 billion
for our NHS and vital public services

additional spending for NHS and local authorities included in new
figures
Chancellor launched initial £5 billion Coronavirus fund at Budget but
said public services would get whatever they needed
share for the devolved administrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland now stands at almost £2 billion

More than £14 billion from the Coronavirus emergency response fund will go
towards public services, including the NHS and local authorities involved in
the fight against Coronavirus, HM Treasury confirms today (Monday 13 April
2020).

The funding has included more than £6 billion to support our health services,
free up hospital beds and deliver urgent priorities including acquiring
ventilators, diagnostic tests and protective equipment for NHS staff. HM
Treasury support will also enable home delivery of medicines to the most
vulnerable people in the country, and it has helped support medical and
nursing students and retired doctors and nurses to join the front line.

Alongside £1.6 billion of new funding for Local Authorities, this health
service funding means that HM Treasury has provided £2.9 billion to support
local services and hospital discharge, reinforcing care for the vulnerable,
and meaning that those who are strong enough can leave hospital more quickly,
freeing up bed space for patients that need it.

HM Treasury is also working closely with the devolved administrations in
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. In addition to funding urgent health
priorities on a UK-wide basis, the Treasury is now providing the devolved
administrations with almost £2 billion from this fund through the Barnett
formula.

Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak, said:

Our public services and its incredible workers are working with
immense resolve and skill to keep us safe. We depend on them, which
is why we are doing everything we can to provide our NHS, local
authorities and others, with the resources and tools they need to
tackle the virus.

From the start, I’ve been clear our vital public services will get
whatever they need to protect this country and its people from
Coronavirus. We are delivering on our pledge.

The £14.5 billion of expenditure approved so far includes:
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£6.6 billion of support to our health services
£1.6 billion for local authorities
£0.9 billion to cover extra measures such as food packages for extremely
clinically vulnerable people who have been advised to shield themselves
from the virus at home and do not have a local network of family and
friends to drop off provisions
£3.5 billion to ensure vital rail services continue to operate now and,
in the future, for those who rely upon them for essential journeys
£1.0 billion for the Scottish Government
£0.6 billion for the Welsh Government
£0.3 billion for the Northern Ireland Executive

At Budget on 11 March, the Chancellor said he would do everything in his
power to help Britain defeat Coronavirus. He initially set aside a £5 billion
fund as a rapid response, and said that whatever extra resources needed by
the NHS and public services would be provided.

PM health update: 12 April 2020

Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)
If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times
Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.

UK leads global fight to prevent
second wave of coronavirus

UK aid will protect the British public and help prevent a second wave of
coronavirus coming to the UK by slowing its spread in the most vulnerable
countries, International Development Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan announced
today.

A package of £200 million will back UK charities and international
organisations to help reduce mass infections in developing countries which
often lack the healthcare systems to track and halt the virus. Today’s
announcement brings the total amount of UK aid committed to the global fight
against coronavirus to £744 million, making the UK one of the biggest donors
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to the international response.

Health experts have identified the weakness of developing countries’
healthcare systems as one of the biggest risks to the global spread of the
virus. They have also warned that if coronavirus is left to spread in
developing countries, this could lead to the virus re-emerging in the UK
later in the year and put further pressure on our NHS.

The new UK aid announced today includes £130 million for UN agencies in
response to their urgent appeal for support. Of this, £65 million will go to
the World Health Organization (WHO) which is coordinating international
efforts to end the pandemic sooner.

UK funding for the WHO will help provide more accurate assessments of how the
pandemic is progressing around the world, allowing support to be targeted
where it will save the most lives and stop the outbreak sooner, and helping
countries respond to the virus.

The pandemic is particularly dangerous for countries with weak health systems
who are already struggling to fight preventable diseases. In Yemen, 80 per
cent of the population are already in need of humanitarian assistance and
only about 50 per cent of health facilities are operational. In Asia,
Bangladesh hosts 850,000 Rohingya refugees, many in crowded and unsanitary
camps where disease could take hold rapidly.

These countries will be hard hit by lockdowns and disruptions to the supply
of goods and services. UK aid will help to mitigate these conditions and
support those already living in desperate situations.

The funding will also help developing countries to rapidly identify and care
for patients with symptoms in order to limit human-to-human transmission. Our
investment will help install new hand-washing stations and isolation and
treatment centres in refugee camps, and increase access to clean water for
those living in areas of armed conflict.

International Development Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan said:

While our brilliant doctors and nurses fight coronavirus at home,
we’re deploying British expertise and funding around the world to
prevent a second deadly wave reaching the UK.

Coronavirus does not respect country borders so our ability to
protect the British public will only be effective if we strengthen
the healthcare systems of vulnerable developing countries too.

Our new UK aid support will help stop the virus from infecting
millions of people in the poorest countries, meaning we can end
this global pandemic sooner and prevent future waves of infection
coming to the UK.

A further £50 million of the £200 million package will support the Red Cross



in difficult to reach areas such as those suffering from armed conflict.

A final £20 million will go to NGOs, including UK charities which are using
British expertise and experience to deal with coronavirus.

Pioneering British scientists and researchers like those at Oxford University
and at Mologic, based in Bedford, are already at the forefront of the global
race to find a coronavirus vaccine and stop its spread, including within the
UK.

The UK has already committed £250 million of aid to the Coalition for
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) to rapidly develop a coronavirus
vaccine, the biggest donation of any country. Thanks to this investment,
future vaccines will be made available at the lowest possible price to the
NHS and other countries’ healthcare systems.

The announcement follows the Prime Minister’s call to world leaders to work
together to create a vaccine as quickly as possible and make it available to
anyone who needs it.

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health
Organization said:

COVID-19 has demonstrated it has no regard for borders,
ethnicities, ideologies or the size of a country’s economy.

The United Kingdom’s generous contribution is a strong statement
that this is a global threat that demands a global response. WHO is
deeply grateful to the government and people of the United Kingdom
for their generous contribution.

We are all in this together, which means protecting health around
the world will help to protect the health of people in the UK.

UK aid support for the WHO will not only help developing countries but will
also benefit the UK through further research into the virus and improved
international coordination.

Alexander Mattheou, Executive Director of International for the British Red
Cross, said:

The scale of this grant to the International Red Cross Red Crescent
Movement (including the IFRC and ICRC) shows the gravity of the
challenge ahead of us. The virus may not discriminate, but it hits
vulnerable communities – those lacking healthcare, sanitation and
food – the hardest.

“The British Red Cross, part of the global Red Cross Movement, is responding
right now here in the UK, including supporting our NHS. However at the end of



the day, the global response will only be as effective as the weakest health
system. We must support the most vulnerable countries now as a part of an
effort to keep us all safe.

The pandemic also creates other challenges – from women and girls
who become more vulnerable to abuse, to people experiencing chronic
hunger who lose access to food support, to camps and hospitals who
have critical supplies cut off.

The COVID-19 response must include the immediate and the secondary
impacts of the pandemic.

Notes to editors:

The new UK aid funding of £200 million is broken down as follows:

£130 million for the new UN appeal, including: £65 million for the World
Health Organization; £20 million for UNICEF; £20 million for the UN
Refugee Agency (UNHCR); £15 million for the World Food Programme; and
£10 million for the UN Population Fund (UNFPA).

£50 million for the new International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement appeals.

£20 million for international NGOs, including UK charities, to tackle
the virus.

Further details of the funding announced today will be made available in due
course.

Today’s announcement brings the total amount of UK aid committed to fight
coronavirus to £744 million. This includes: support to develop new vaccines,
tests and treatments; humanitarian aid, support for the International
Monetary Fund to help mitigate the impact of coronavirus on the world’s most
vulnerable countries; and a global hygiene programme with Unilever.

Home Secretary announces support for
domestic abuse victims

The Home Secretary launched a new public awareness raising campaign
highlighting that if anyone is at risk of, or experiencing domestic abuse,
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help is still available.

The campaign, under the hashtag #YouAreNotAlone, will aim to reassure those
affected by domestic abuse that support services remain available during this
difficult time.

It will encourage members of the general public to show their solidarity and
support for those who may be suffering, by sharing government digital content
or a photo of a heart on their palm, and asking others to do the same, to
show victims that they are not alone and to convey to perpetrators that
domestic abuse is unacceptable in any circumstances.

The campaign will be publicising support available including the freephone,
24 hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline number – 0808 2000 247 – run by
Refuge, and www.nationaldahelpline.org.uk.

From next week, adverts raising awareness of where people can seek help will
run across social media and materials will be made available to a wide range
of partners including charities and supermarkets.

Additionally, the Home Secretary announced that the Home Office is working
with charities and the Domestic Abuse Commissioner to provide an additional
£2 million to immediately bolster domestic abuse helplines and online
support.

Charities have reported a surge in activity since the social distancing
guidelines came into force, so the funding will help to ensure that all
victims can access vital support safely and securely. Tools such as online
support services, including a messaging service with domestic abuse experts,
will help those most at risk of abuse seek support and help and guidance
during periods when it might be difficult for them to talk on the phone.

This follows Chancellor Rishi Sunak’s £750m boost to the charity sector,
which will benefit domestic abuse charities, to support the most vulnerable
in our society. This £750m funding will support charities providing key
services and supporting vulnerable people during the Covid-19 crisis.
Domestic abuse charities are being urged to bid when the new scheme is up and
running in the coming weeks.

Speaking at the Government’s daily coronavirus press conference on Saturday,
Home Secretary Priti Patel said:

Coronavirus has opened Britain’s enormous heart and shown our love
and compassion for one another as we come together to help those
most in need.

And I am now asking this nation to use that amazing compassion and
community spirit to embrace those trapped in the horrific cycle of
abuse.

And to help us all look out for those who need help, we have
created a new campaign and we have created symbol of hope – a
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handprint with a heart on – so that people can easily show that we
will not tolerate abuse as a society, and that we stand in
solidarity with victims of domestic abuse.

I ask you and I would urge everyone to share it on social media or
in the windows of your home, alongside a link to the support
available, to demonstrate just how much this country cares.

And to show victims of domestic abuse, that they are not on their
own.

Sandra Horley, CBE, chief executive of national domestic abuse charity Refuge
said:

Refuge is grateful for the Government’s support at this critical
time. We have worked around the clock to ensure our national
helpline and frontline specialist services remain open and
accessible to women experiencing domestic abuse.

What is needed now, more than ever, is to ensure every woman
experiencing domestic abuse is aware of the confidential support
available.

We hope the Government’s campaign will reach the tens of thousands
of people experiencing domestic abuse, helping send the message –
you are not alone.

Home Secretary outlines support for
domestic abuse victims

Good afternoon, welcome to Downing Street for the Government’s daily press
conference on coronavirus.

I am joined today by Martin Hewitt, Chair of the National Police Chiefs
Council, and by Professor Stephen Powis.

I would like to update you on the Government’s plan to fight this pandemic.

Our priority is to slow the spread of coronavirus, so that fewer people are
sick at any one time, and our brilliant NHS continues to remain able to cope.

To do this we are following expert scientific and medical advice and taking
the right steps at the right moment in time.
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And that is why we are instructing people to stay home, to protect the NHS
and save lives.

I can report that, through the Government’s ongoing monitoring and testing
programme, as of 9am today:

There have been 334,974 tests carried out across the UK, excluding
Northern Ireland.

Of these, 78,991 have tested positive.

20,101 patients are currently in hospital who have already tested
positive.

Sadly, 9,875 people have now died – an increase of 917 of yesterday.

As this virus continues to devastate families across our nation, my thoughts,
prayers and heartfelt condolences are with their friends, their families and
loved ones.

To everyone suffering from this horrific virus, whether you are at home or
receiving care from our brilliant NHS in hospital – you are in all of our
thoughts at this devastating time.

And I am very pleased to say that the Prime Minister continues to make good
progress.

But these stark figures highlight the gravity of this national emergency.

The devastating impact of this virus, and the unprecedented but necessary
action we are taking to tackle it, is affecting every aspect of our daily
lives.

This virus is also changing the nature of the threat we face from crime.

Martin and myself will today update you on the emerging crime picture and the
extra work the Government – along with law enforcement partners – is
undertaking to better protect victims.

As Martin will set out, total crime has dropped as people follow the
necessary advice to stay at home.

But, while the guidelines are helping to keep the majority of us safe – we
think they could also amplify danger for others – leaving people feeling
isolated, vulnerable and exposed.

Because criminality continues to adapt.

Fraudsters are exploiting coronavirus as a hook for new acquisitive crimes –



with losses to victims already exceeding £1.8million.

Perpetrators of sickening online child sexual abuse are seeking to exploit
the fact that more young people and children are at home and are online.

And in the last week alone, the National Domestic Abuse Helpline reported a
120% rise in the number of calls it received in one 24-hour period.

Now while we have not yet seen a sustained rise in reports of domestic abuse
to the police, the increase in those seeking help for this hidden crime is
extremely concerning. And be in no doubt, there will be absolutely no let-up
in our operational response.

For the victims of these crimes, home is not the safe-haven it should be.

That is why I have been working with law enforcement, charities, schools,
businesses and local councils to address this changing threat picture.

Our incredible police officers and firefighters are out in their communities
– yes fighting crime, but also protecting victims.

I want to emphasise that anyone who is a victim of these crimes can still get
help.

Anyone in immediate danger should call 999 – and press 55 on a mobile if you
are unable to talk.

Our outstanding police will, absolutely, still be there for you.

The National Crime Agency are also bearing down on offenders and raising
awareness to protect victims of fraud, cyber-crime and online child abuse.

But, we must all do more to protect our neighbours, friends and family
members by sharing information about the support that is available.

The Chancellor this week announced a £750million boost for charities,
including those providing services for victims of domestic abuse and their
families.

And today, I can announce that we will go even further to provide support for
those in danger of domestic abuse.

And I am launching a new national communications campaign to reach out to
those who are at risk from abuse, highlighting that they can still leave home
– to get the support that they need.

It will signpost to victims how they can access help and but also to reassure
them that they can access support services and the police are still on hand.

And, importantly, it will tell them that they are not alone.

Coronavirus has opened Britain’s enormous heart and shown our love and
compassion for one another as we come together to help those most in need.



And I am now asking this nation to use that amazing compassion and community
spirit to embrace those trapped in the horrific cycle of abuse.

And to help us all look out for those who need help, we have created a new
campaign and we have created symbol of hope – a handprint with a heart on –
so that people can easily show that we will not tolerate abuse as a society,
and that we stand in solidarity with victims of domestic abuse.

I ask you and I would urge everyone to share it on social media or in the
windows of your home, alongside a link to the support available, to
demonstrate just how much this country cares.

And to show victims of domestic abuse, that they are not on their own.

I am also providing up to £2 million to enhance online support services and
helplines for domestic abuse, so that anybody who needs that help and support
can access that help and support.

These services will be boosted from new IT provided by the business, and in
order to boost these services, we have secured support from Fujitsu to
provide IT expertise to smaller domestic abuse charities to enable their
specialist trained support workers to provide their crucial services
remotely.

We also know there are concerns about the capacity of refuges to provide
enough accommodation during this challenging time.

I’m clear about this – perpetrators should be the ones who have to leave the
family home, not the supposed loved ones whom they torment and abuse.

Our priority is to get abusers out, but, sadly, this is not always possible.

So where a victim, and their children, do need to leave, we will ensure they
have a safe place to go.

That’s why we are looking at alternative accommodation to best support the
work of refuges and ensure that there are enough places for those in need at
this difficult time.

Fighting coronavirus requires an extraordinary national effort, and I would
like to reiterate my personal thanks to everyone across all aspects of
society playing their part.

I am immensely grateful to everyone who is heeding the instruction to stay at
home.

This remains crucial over the bank holiday weekend and especially as the
weather improves.

But we have given the police powers to enforce the necessary measures we have
put in place, including through the enforcement of fines.

I’d like to thank them – our police officers and staff who are working



tirelessly to keep us safe, for engaging with the public so constructively,
to encourage everyone to do the right thing and avoid the need to use these
powers.

The overwhelming majority of the people are listening, making their own
sacrifices to support our amazing police officers and staff, as they protect
our under-pressure hospitals, and safeguard the most vulnerable.

But my message to anyone still refusing to do the right thing is clear.

If you don’t play your part, our selfless police – who are out there risking
their own lives to save others – will be unafraid to act.

Their work is helping our doctors, nurses and health professionals to fight
this virus and to save lives.

If you do not follow the guidance, you will be endangering the lives of your
own friends, families and loved ones.

To protect those you care about – and the capacity of our police and
hospitals to protect us all – there is just one simple thing you must do.

Stay at home, protect the NHS, save lives.


