
Grassroots radio boosted through
community fund

Community radio is an increasingly important part of the UK radio landscape.
Around 300 not-for-profit stations, staffed largely by volunteers, broadcast
to around a million listeners per week.

But advertising revenues, which make up around 25 to 30 percent of a
community station’s income, have dropped significantly as a result of the
pandemic.

The government has today announced that the £400,000 Community Radio Fund
administered by Ofcom will be used to provide a lifeline for radio stations
hit hardest by the coronavirus. Relevant stations will be invited to bid for
emergency grants through Ofcom to help meet their core costs.

John Whittingdale, Minister for Media and Data, said:

Community stations across the country are helping people through
the pandemic with up-to-date news and entertainment and through
their role coordinating volunteer networks.

We recognise the difficulties they face and are releasing emergency
funding to help them continue providing programming and services
for the communities they serve.

Awards will be determined by the independent Community Radio Fund Panel.
Guidance will be provided from Ofcom on how radio stations can bid for
funding.

The Community Radio Fund is a grant scheme set up in 2005 to support the
community radio sector. Funding has to date been awarded to projects and
posts promoting business development and self-sustainability. It has been
particularly successful in funding distinctive content tailored to the needs
and interests of local audiences offering opportunities for local engagement
and fostering community cohesion.

Danny Lawrence, Chair of the Community Media Association, said

We are encouraged that DCMS has listened to our presentation of how
the coronavirus is affecting our members and the wider community
radio sector. The quick and early release of funds from the
Community Radio Fund, administered by Ofcom, will provide immediate
short-term relief for those community radio stations facing
immediate hardship.

We look forward to working with DCMS to continue to explore options
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to fund community radio in the long term to support stations
keeping their communities connected and informed during the crisis.
We profoundly thank DCMS and Ofcom for acting so quickly at this
difficult time.

Kevin Bakhurst, Group Director of Content and Media Policy at Ofcom, said:

During this challenging period, community radio can provide a
reassuring local voice to millions of people.

We know many community stations are facing significant challenges
as a result of coronavirus, and we will be working as quickly as
possible to administer this fund so they can continue to reach
local listeners.

Notes to editors:

Community radio stations can receive further guidance and information
from Ofcom.

Whirlpool to recall a further 55,000
washing machines

News story

The latest Whirlpool washing machine recall information as of 29 April 2020.

Whirlpool has identified a further 21 models to be added to its list of
recalled washing machines. The company estimates this will affect up to
55,000 machines in addition to more than 500,000 originally identified.

In light of Coronavirus, Whirlpool has today set out the measures that will

http://www.government-world.com/whirlpool-to-recall-a-further-55000-washing-machines/
http://www.government-world.com/whirlpool-to-recall-a-further-55000-washing-machines/


apply during the recall to ensure the safety of both customers and staff, in
line with government guidance. Whirlpool statement and model checker

The initial recall campaign began in early January 2020 and is being
undertaken by Whirlpool UK Appliances Ltd, which identified the fault in
models of brands it owns. That recall was originally announced on 17 December
2019 when consumers were advised to contact Whirlpool to arrange a
replacement.

The advice sets out that there is a risk that the door locks of affected
machines could catch fire due to overheating during the washing process.
Affected consumers are advised to unplug their machine and register with
Whirlpool for a replacement.

Under the recall, consumers with an affected washing machine will be entitled
to a free replacement. Old machines will be removed, and replacements
installed, at no cost to the consumer.

This latest safety announcement and recall follows ongoing scrutiny by the
Office for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) which has been monitoring data
supplied by Whirlpool since the company first identified the issue.

Additional information:

Published 29 April 2020

Update to HASC on Windrush: 28 April
2020

Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)
If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times
Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.
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From the sea to the door: New grant
scheme to support seafood businesses
in England to sell catches

New £1 million grant scheme opened today to increase supply of local
seafood
Seafood businesses can bid for funds for assets and infrastructure to
sell seafood
Part of a £10 million fund for England’s fishing and aquaculture sectors

The government has today opened for applications a new Domestic Seafood
Supply Scheme, which will fund projects that will help seafood businesses in
England increase the supply of local seafood to domestic markets.

The £1 million scheme, first announced by Defra and HM Treasury on 17 April,
is part of a £10 million fund for England’s fishing and aquaculture sectors
that have been adversely impacted by the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.

As well as this financial support, qualifying seafood businesses may also
qualify for other Government support. MMO has produced a guide to what is
available.

This scheme will help seafood businesses adapt to changes in their markets
caused by COVID-19 by helping fund changes to businesses and/or
infrastructure that will help them to sell their products domestically, and
support projects that increase domestic consumption of seafood landed or
processed in England.

The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) will accept applications for
projects that support domestic sales of locally-caught fish and shellfish
from Wednesday 29 April to Monday 11 May.

Projects will be assessed by a panel including industry representatives.
Successful applications will be announced from Friday 15 May.

The scheme will fund measures that assist the industry to set up local and
regional distribution such as plant and equipment to help with local fish
processing, or assets that can be shared at port such as storage and
refrigerated vans.

Fisheries Minister, Victoria Prentis said:

This new grant scheme, part of a £10 million lifeline for our
fisheries sector, will help our fishing industry find new markets
for their catch during this challenging time which has seen falling
prices and a downturn in restaurant and export sales.

With growing demand for meals at home we are also looking for
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innovative ways to help fishermen adapt and be equipped to sell
direct to local consumers.

Applications are invited from groups of businesses in the fishing,
aquaculture and fish processing industries or individual businesses engaged
in activities which support the seafood supply chain.

Projects are invited that:

Maintain the availability of fisheries products through innovative
regional distribution.
Support the development of infrastructure to sell fish landed into
English ports, or fish processed in England, to domestic consumers.
Help develop the infrastructure necessary for the catching and
processing sectors to connect directly with consumers (e.g. either
through online platforms or through facilitation on the ground).
Have the potential to generate longer-term sustainable benefit to the
seafood industry, creating supply chain resilience

To support fisheries, the MMO has expanded its grants team and increased its
opening hours to administer the Fisheries Response Fund (FRF) which was
announced at the same time as the Domestic Seafood Supply Scheme. In the
first week, the MMO team has made FRF payments of over £2 million to over 500
fishing vessel owners so far.

Tom McCormack, Chief Executive Officer of the MMO said:

Our MMO team is highly experienced in supporting the fisheries
industry and has mobilised to design and deliver the new FRF and
now the Domestic Seafood Supply Scheme in the fastest possible
time. With the support of the fishing industry we have set up a
panel who will make the decisions to ensure that our industry gets
the funds needed to be able to make the greatest difference in
developing the domestic market.

To apply for the Domestic Seafood Supply Scheme visit www.gov.uk/mmo.

Development is also underway to provide other support for the aquaculture
sector under the Fisheries Response Fund (FRF). An announcement is planned
soon.

ESFA Update: 29 April 2020

Only go outside for food, health reasons or work (but only if you cannot
work from home)
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If you go out, stay 2 metres (6ft) away from other people at all times
Wash your hands as soon as you get home

Do not meet others, even friends or family.

You can spread the virus even if you don’t have symptoms.


