Specialised Committee for Financial
Provisions: UK-EU joint post-meeting
statement

News story

Joint statement between the UK Government and European Commission following
the meeting of the Specialised Committee for Financial Provisions on 19 May.

The first meeting of the Specialised Committee on Financial Provisions (SCFP)
was held today via video conference, co-chaired by officials from the UK
Government and European Commission. This Committee was tasked by the first
meeting of the Withdrawal Agreement Joint Committee held on 30 March, to
start work related to implementing the financial provisions in Part V of the
Withdrawal Agreement.

The UK and the EU exchanged updates on the implementation of Part V of the
Withdrawal Agreement, relating to financial provisions.

The UK and EU side reaffirmed their commitment to complying with their legal
obligations under the Withdrawal Agreement.

The two sides agreed to continue informal work on the information
requirements set out in the financial provisions of the Withdrawal Agreement.
They committed to continue working collaboratively on a range of technical
issues in recognition of the mutual benefit of smooth implementation of the
financial provisions of the Withdrawal Agreement.
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Ind I -  on Commissi

to oversee HS2 Phase 2a route

e Sir Mark Worthington to oversee HS2 Phase 2a route from West Midlands to
Crewe

e appointment marks the extension of his existing role to include
oversight of Phase 2a as part of government work to improve
accountability for the project

e commissioner will oversee decision making between HS2 Ltd and
contractors, ensuring any issues during construction are resolved fairly

Homeowners and businesses affected by the construction of HS2 between the
West Midlands and Crewe will have access to clear, impartial advice, enabling
strong scrutiny of the project, after the Department for Transport extended
the Independent Construction Commissioner’s role to cover Phase 2a of the
project.

Sir Mark Worthington OBE will now have responsibility for managing issues and
relationships between HS2 Ltd and individuals or bodies relating to
construction work on both Phase One, from London to Birmingham, and Phase 2a,
West Midlands to Crewe.

In his extended role, the Independent Construction Commissioner will work
with communities, businesses and individuals along the West Midlands to Crewe
route to improve engagement between building contractors and local
communities. His focus will be resolving complaints relating to construction
issues, as well as providing advice to members of the public on how they can
raise concerns with HS2 Ltd.

The move represents another step by the government to maintain a strong level
of scrutiny on HS2 Ltd’s community engagement and to ensure HS2 delivers on
its requirement to be a good neighbour to all on the railway’s route.

HS2 Minister Andrew Stephenson said:

The Independent Construction Commissioner adds important oversight
to this project by ensuring there is a constructive and positive
relationship between HS2 Ltd, its contractors and local
communities. It also ensures all building-related decisions adhere
to best practice, as set out by the department.

I have no doubt Sir Mark will continue his impressive work as
Commissioner, helping to develop constructive engagement between
all parties and ensure HS2 is a good neighbour to all as it
constructs this vital railway.

Since being appointed as Commissioner for Phase One in 2018, Sir Mark has
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developed considerable knowledge on HS2 and its contractors, and his
continued governance will provide the project with added stability as it
progresses through the next stage.

Sir Mark has more than 20 years of experience working with government and
leading politicians both in the UK and abroad, including as Baroness
Thatcher’s private secretary from 1992 to 2013.

Sir Mark Worthington said:

I am grateful to the HS2 Minister and Secretary of State for
extending my remit to cover Phase 2a of the HS2 project. It makes
considerable sense at this time and I look forward to the renewed
challenges.

Veterinary Medicines Directorate
office closure over May Bank Holiday
period

News story

The VMD virtual office will be closed on Monday 25 and Tuesday 26 May.

The VMD virtual office will be closed for an additional day after the May
Bank Holiday.

Our online services will still be available, such as the Product Information
Database, Apply for a Special Import Certificate and Reporting an Adverse
Event.

The virtual office will re-open from 8:30am on Wednesday 27 May.
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Civil Service Coffee Connect

News story

Civil Service Coffee Connect is a networking scheme that encourages
conversations, emphasising shared ambitions, interests and experience.

\

‘COFFEE
CONNECT,

With so many of us now working from home, Civil Service Coffee Connect is a
great way to boost wellbeing and create new connections. Networking empowers
a sense of community and wider belonging. On the face of it, meeting someone
new once a month for a quick chat doesn’t sound like much, but cumulatively,
over time, it helps to create a larger network of friendly contacts who can
help, support and advise you.

Click here for more information.
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Birlesik Krallik, asi arastirma ve
gelistirme calismalarinin en on
saflarinda yer aliyor

Birlesik Krallik, asi arastirma ve gelistirme calaismalarinin en
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on saflarinda yer aliyor, Birlesik Krallik’ain ilk asi iiretimi ve
yenilik merkezi planlanan tarihten 12 ay 6nce ac¢iliyor

Birlesik Krallik, uluslararasi asi arastirma ve gelistirme calismalarinin en
on saflarinda yer aliyor. Hukimet simdiden Salgin Hazirlik Yenilikleri
Koalisyon'una (CEPI) 250 milyon sterlin vermeyi taahhit etti ki bu, verilen
Ulke katkilarinin en blylgi. Ayrica Birlesik Krallik, Kiresel Asi Birligi
GAVI'nin 4 Haziran'da yapilacak bir sonraki kiresel taahhiut konferansinin da
ev sahipligini Ustlenecek. Bu girisimler, Birlesik Krallik’in uluslararasi
as1, test ve tedavi gelistirme cabalarina verecegi 388 milyon sterlinlik
destegin bir parcasini olusturuyor.

17 Mayis Pazar guni yaptigi aciklamada, is dinyasindan sorumlu Bakan Alok
Sharma, Ulke icerisinde milyonlarca doz koronaviris asisi lretme yarisina,
multi-milyon sterlinlik bir hdkimet yatirimiyla daha da ivme
kazandirilacagini soyledi.

Tamamlandiginda alti ay gibi kisa bir siire icerisinde tim Birlesik Krallik
nifusuna yetecek sayida asi lretme kapasitesine sahip olacak Asi Uretimi ve
Yenilik Merkezi (VMIC) insasinin hizlandirilabilmesi ig¢in hikimet 93 milyon
sterline varan bir yatiraim yapacak. Bu fon, merkezin planlanan tarihten tam
12 ay O6nce, yani 2021 yazinda a¢ilmasina imkan saglayacak.

Su anda yapimi devam etmekte olan yeni Merkez, bir asi gelistirilir
gelistirilmez bunu hizli bir sekilde ve blyuk miktarlarda Uretebilecek
oldugundan, hikimetin koronaviriis asisi programinin kilit unsuru.

Oxfordshire’da Harwell Bilim ve Yenilik Kampilsi’'nde faaliyete gececek olan
yeni Merkez, Birlesik Krallik’in toplu asi uUretimini gelistirmek ve
ilerletmek icin kurulmus ilk kar amaci glitmeyen kurumu olacak. Bu, Birlesik
Krallik’in gelecekteki viruslere karsi uzun vadeli kapasitesini de
arttiracak. Ayrica Merkez, grip asisi gibi mevcut hastaliklarin asi Uretimini
de hizlandirmayi planliyor.

Merkezin insas1i devam ederken Hukumet, 2020 yazindan itibaren belirli
O0lculerde Uretime baslanabilmesi icin gerceklestirecegi 38 milyon sterlinlik
bir ek yatiraim ile bir hizli dagitim tesisi kuracak. Bu tesis, gelistirilecek
asinin mimkin olan en kisa surede halka yaygin bir sekilde sunulabilmesi igin
ylirutilen calismalara katki saglayacak.

Is Diinyasindan Sorumlu Bakan Alok Sharma konuyla ilgili sunlari
soyledi:

As1 bulunmasini hedefleyen uluslararasi koalisyona en buylk katki
saglayan ulke olarak Birlesik Krallik, bu alandaki kiiresel
micadelenin liderligini UGstleniyor. Bu alanda bir ¢igir asan bir
gelisme kaydettigimizde, asiyi milyonlar seviyesinde liretmeye hazir
olmaliyiz.

Yeni Asi Uretim ve Yenilik Merkezi ve gecici tesis bir ‘bosluk
doldurma ve tamamlama’ kapasitesi saglayarak, Birlesik Krallik asi



programinin bulustan dagitima gecmesini saglayacak

Editorlere Notlar

1. As1 Uretim ve Yenilik Merkezi planlari, bugiin aciklanan 131 milyon
sterlinlik yatirim da dahil kamu ve 6zel sektdrden toplam 207 milyon
sterlin fon aldi.

2. Yapilan aciklama, hukumetin, sosyal bilimler sektdrunun onde gelen
isimlerinden Kate Bingham’1i Birlesik Krallik’in Asi GOrev GuclUnun
baskani olarak atamasinin ardindan geldi. Bu GOrev Giclu, hikimetin Bas
Bilim Danismani, Saglik Direktdr Yardimcisi ve Is Diinyasindan Sorumlu
Bakani tarafindan Birlesik Krallik’in COVID-19 icin bir asi bulunmasi ve
uretilmesi cabalarini yaritmek Gzere kurulmustu.



