
Attorney General appoints new Junior
Treasury Counsel

News story

Attorney General announces new appointments to Treasury Counsel

The Attorney General, the Rt Hon Suella Braverman QC MP, has appointed Kerry
Broome, Julia Faure Walker, Ben Lloyd, Catherine Pattison, Sarah Przybylska,
and Peter Ratliff as Junior Treasury Counsel to the Crown. The appointments
will run for 3 years from 19 May 2020.

Duncan Penny QC is First Senior Treasury Counsel and heads the team of Senior
and Junior Treasury Counsel.

The Attorney General said:

“Junior Treasury Counsel play a very important role in the criminal justice
system. The expertise and high quality advice and advocacy of the six
barristers I have appointed will help prosecute some of the most serious
offences tried in this country, from fraud, to homicide, to terrorism.”

The title “Treasury Counsel” derives from the days when all Crown Counsel at
the Central Criminal Court were instructed by the Treasury Solicitor. That
procedure was changed in 1908 and today the Treasury Counsel accept the
majority of their instructions from the Crown Prosecution Service.

Treasury Counsel are appointed by the Attorney General. They are divided into
2 groups: Senior Treasury Counsel and Junior Treasury Counsel.
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Joint Statement from the UK, Australia
and Canada on Hong Kong

Press release

Joint statement by UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab, Australian Foreign
Minister Marise Payne and Canadian Foreign Minister François-Philippe
Champagne, responding to China’s proposed new security law for Hong Kong.

We are deeply concerned at proposals for introducing legislation
related to national security in Hong Kong.

The legally binding Joint Declaration, signed by China and the UK,
sets out that Hong Kong will have a high degree of autonomy. It
also provides that rights and freedoms, including those of the
person, of the press, of assembly, of association and others, will
be ensured by law in Hong Kong, and that the provisions of the two
UN covenants on human rights (the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights) shall remain in force.

Making such a law on Hong Kong’s behalf without the direct
participation of its people, legislature or judiciary would clearly
undermine the principle of ‘One Country, Two Systems’, under which
Hong Kong is guaranteed a high degree of autonomy.
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£300 million additional funding for
local authorities to support new test
and trace service

Local authorities to work with government to support test and trace
services in their local communities
£300 million will be provided to all local authorities in England to
develop and action their plans to reduce the spread of the virus in
their area
Work will build on the continued efforts of communities across the
country to respond to the pandemic locally

Local authorities will be central to supporting the new test and trace
service across England, with the government providing a new funding package
of £300 million.

Each local authority will be given funding to develop tailored outbreak
control plans, working with local NHS and other stakeholders.

Work on the plans will start immediately. Their plans will focus on
identifying and containing potential outbreaks in places such as workplaces,
housing complexes, care homes and schools.

As part of this work, local authorities will also need to ensure testing
capacity is deployed effectively to high-risk locations. Local authorities
will work closely with the test and trace service, local NHS and other
partners to achieve this.

Data on the virus’s spread will be shared with local authorities through the
Joint Biosecurity Centre to inform local outbreak planning, so teams
understand how the virus is moving, working with national government where
necessary to access the testing and tracing capabilities of the new service.

Local communities, organisations and individuals will also be encouraged to
follow government guidance and assist those self-isolating in their area who
need help. This will include encouraging neighbours to offer support and
identifying and working with relevant community groups.

Minister for Patient Safety, Suicide Prevention and Mental Health, Nadine
Dorries, said:

Local authorities will be vital in the effort to contain COVID-19
at a community level. The pandemic requires a national effort but
that will only be effective as a result of local authorities,
working hand in hand with Public Health England and contact tracers
to focus on the containment of local outbreaks, in order to control
the transmission and the spread of the virus.
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For contact tracing to be effective when it is rolled out, we will
need people to continue to follow guidelines and stay at home if
they have symptoms.

Work will be led by local authority leaders and local directors of public
health in charge of planning, and will build on their work to date to respond
to coronavirus locally. They will operate in close partnership with local
hospitals, GP practices, businesses, religious groups, schools and charities.

These new plans will build on the comprehensive work already being done by
local authorities and directors of public health to respond to coronavirus
locally.

Local efforts will support the national rollout of the test and trace
service, in which everyone will need to play their part to stop the spread of
coronavirus.

National Test and Trace Adviser and Chief Executive of Leeds City Council,
Tom Riordan, said:

It is essential that communities and local authorities are at the
heart of our plans to roll out test and trace. Their work to
respond to the virus has been exemplary, demonstrating how people
across the country have come together to respond to the virus.

As we move forward with our plans to trace every case of the virus,
and contact those at risk, we will need to continue to work
together and tailor support at a local level. This joint endeavour
between local government, the NHS and local partners will help
those in self-isolation, and reduce the risk of widespread
outbreaks in our schools, businesses, hospitals and communities.

A new National Local Government Advisory Board will be established to work
with the test and trace service. This will include sharing best practice
between communities across the country.

Work to share lessons learned will be led by a group of 11 local authorities
from the breadth of the UK, representing rural and urban areas, who have
volunteered to help localise planning.

The Department of Health and Social Care will allocate funding to local
authorities in England, working with the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government on the allocation formula. The funding
is ring-fenced for this specific purpose. £300 million will immediately
be allocated to local authorities in England.
This would mean an additional £57 million provided via the Barnett
formula for the 3 devolved administrations (£29 million for the Scottish
Government, £18 million for the Welsh Government and £10 million for the
Northern Ireland Executive)
The 11 local authorities that will initially share best practice with



others are:
Tameside – as the lead authority for Greater Manchester Mayoral
Combined Authority
Warwickshire – Coventry and Solihull connecting to West Midlands
Mayoral Combined Authority
Leeds – as the lead authority for the Leeds City Region
London – Camden lead in collaboration with Hackney, Barnet and
Newham
Devon – with Cornwall
Newcastle – with Northumberland and North Tyneside as lead
authority for North of Tyne Mayoral Combined Authority
Middlesbrough – with Redcar and Cleveland as lead authority for
Tees Valley Mayoral Combined Authority
Surrey
Norfolk – with Norwich and districts Breckland, Broadland, Great
Yarmouth King’s Lynn and West Norfolk, North Norfolk and South
Norfolk
Leicestershire – and Leicester with Rutland
Cheshire West and Chester – with councils within Cheshire local
resilience forum

Plans announced for London’s Covid-19
recovery

Communities Secretary and London Mayor joining forces to look at
transition for London out of lockdown into the next phase
New London Transition Board will draw on wide range of London expertise
to restart the Capital
A new London Recovery Board will oversee the wider economic and social
long-term recovery

A new London Transition Board, co-chaired by the Communities Secretary,
Robert Jenrick and the London Mayor will co-ordinate London’s response as it
emerges from the lockdown and begins to reopen its economy while controlling
the virus.

The programme of work being put in place will be the biggest since the end of
the Second World War and will include opportunities for Londoners to be
involved in setting priorities and shaping London’s recovery and renewal.

The Board will be made up of senior leaders from across the city and provide
strategic direction for the next phase of response and restart, focusing on
the key issues which London will face over the coming months, including:

infection control
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phasing in and out of varying levels of lockdown
recovery of public services, such as transport

Communities Secretary Rt Hon Robert Jenrick said:

I want to thank all of those across London who have worked in
partnership with the government since the start of the pandemic to
protect Londoners and keep essential services running. Now we are
past the peak it is right that we focus on safely reopening the
capital, taking the necessary steps to control the virus. 

Through this new Transition Board, we will carefully build on the
extensive planning already underway to get life and business in
London – the most dynamic capital city in the world – safely back
on track.

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, said: 

The COVID-19 pandemic is the most significant public health crisis
in living memory. We are not being complacent about the continued
threat from coronavirus, but the economic, health and social
challenges arising from both the virus itself and from the lockdown
are far-reaching, and London’s recovery will be a long and complex
road that will take many months, if not years. 

As Mayor, I am committed to securing a better future for Londoners.
The city’s recovery from Covid-19 must ensure that nobody is left
behind, and no one organisation or sector can tackle these
challenges alone. 

The measures announced today plan to bring together local
government, civil and civic society, faith organisations, business,
unions and Londoners themselves to reshape London as a city that
remains open, safe and attractive for Londoners, visitors and
investors.

Minister for London, Paul Scully, said: 

As we fire up the UK’s economic engines again, we know that the
capital will be pivotal to our national recovery. Supporting
London’s extraordinarily diverse and dynamic businesses in getting
back to work while keeping Londoners safe is essential. This plan
gives us a roadmap for those efforts.” 

Cllr Peter John, the Chair of London Councils, said: 

London local government has made an enormous contribution on behalf



of Londoners in response to COVID-19 to date.  We now must be ready
to work closely with all of our communities across the capital and
with our key partners, including the Mayor, government and others
to ensure that we are able to transition safely out of lockdown and
pursue London’s economic and social renewal in a way that our city
needs.” 

Until the end of the year, the London Transition Board will run in parallel
with and complement the establishment of London Recovery Board, chaired and
constituted by the Mayor of London and Cllr Peter John, the Chair of London
Councils. The Minister for London, Paul Scully, will attend the Recovery
Board on behalf of government. 

The London Recovery Board will plan and oversee the capital’s wider economic
and social long-term recovery, developing a strategy and plan of action to
reshape London to be fairer, more equal, greener and more resilient than it
was before the crisis. 

The context for this work is extremely challenging. We have seen a
disproportionate impact of coronavirus on different communities who now face
acute challenges, with this crisis exposing long-standing inequalities. Our
local economies and high streets have been particularly affected, and there
are significant pressures on London Councils, the GLA, TfL and others.  

However, it is also an opportunity – to reimagine our city and define our
aspirations and priorities for the recovery effort. A city where we build on
the fantastic community spirit displayed by Londoners during these toughest
of times, to deliver a cleaner, greener and fairer city, and work to create
thriving neighbourhoods, with improved wellbeing and access to a strengthened
healthcare system.

Long-term Covid-19 recovery planning has been taking place since March. The
programme of work put in place will be the biggest since the end of the
Second World War, dwarfing the response to the financial crisis and taking
years to deliver.  The work will be carried out in partnership with
organisations from across sectors and across the city and will include
opportunities for Londoners to be involved in setting priorities and shaping
London’s recovery and renewal, as equal partners.

Crucial support for the Sellafield
mission

News story
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We’re sharing stories of people working on the Sellafield site during the
coronavirus pandemic. Today we feature Mitie OneFM Operations Manager Sara
Hammel.

“Its been a team effort” said Operations Manager Sara Hammel.

Keeping Sellafield running, even with a reduced workforce, requires a range
of support services.

Throughout the lockdown operations like laundry, cleaning, and postal
services have continued.

Sara Hammel is part of the team who make sure these vital tasks are done
safely.

She said:

Considering no-one has experienced anything like this before, I
think we’ve managed it pretty well.

It was difficult at first. People were struggling with social
distancing and needed to be reminded a lot. Like the rest of the
country, we had issues obtaining certain materials like hand
sanitisers.

We had some difficult conversations to begin with. People were
naturally very concerned and wanting to stock up.

Our role was to educate people and inform them of the increased
demands over the whole site. We worked to prioritise and manage the
distribution to ensure each area had sufficient. Thankfully we were
always able to ensure that everyone had the materials, including
hand sanitiser, that they needed.

We very quickly got past those early issues. We’ve all been
learning together. It’s been a real team effort. My employer Mitie
have been very supportive and Sellafield Ltd as a client have been
great. We’ve had regular briefings with all of the information we
need to keep our teams safe.



Of course, people will be apprehensive about returning to work, but
they shouldn’t fear coming back onto site. It’s a different way of
doing things but measures have been put in place to ensure you can
carry out your job safely. And, despite the media headlines, we’ve
had sufficient PPE throughout.

Sara’s responsibilities include looking after buildings and managing laundry
and changeroom operatives.

She added:

We’ve put our staff on a rota to reduce our footprint on the site
at any one time and to allow social distancing.

Laundry and changeroom workers are working on a four-on, four-off
shift pattern so they can work safely and still carry out business
as usual.

We’ve focused on potential touch points and hard surfaces, making
sure these are managed safely, and our operatives have been offered
additional PPE.

The management team is also working split shifts – one week on-
site, one week off – so we can maintain social distancing also.

Sara has spent more than three decades working at Sellafield but admits she’s
never seen anything like the current situation.

This is by far the weirdest time I’ve known in 30 years on site.

Seeing the site virtually empty every day has been bizarre.

I’ve personally never felt worried about coming to work. I
genuinely haven’t given it a second thought.

My wife’s a police officer so we’re used to accepting risk as part
of everyday life. It’s one of those situations where you just get
on with it and get the job done.
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