
Letter from Mary Aiston, Director of
Counter Avoidance, to the Loan Charge
APPG

Mary Aiston, HMRC’s Director for Counter Avoidance, has written to Rt Hon.
Sir Edward Davey MP, Ruth Cadbury MP, and Rt Hon. Sir Mike Penning MP, co-
chairs of the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on the loan charge. The
letter responds to questions about HMRC’s settlement opportunity letters and
follow up calls.

Joint statement from Foreign Secretary
and German Foreign Minister following
bilateral meeting in Berlin

Press release

Following a bilateral meeting in Berlin today, British Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab and German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas agreed the following
statement

Today we reaffirmed our commitment to a strong and productive bilateral
relationship between the United Kingdom and Germany, founded on our common
European background and mutual desire to promote joint interests and shared
values around the world.

We welcomed the High Level Meeting between the EU and the UK that took place
on 15 June and exchanged views on our respective positions regarding the
ongoing EU-UK negotiations. It was agreed that the intensification of talks
next month was an important step to reach an agreement on the future EU/UK
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relationship before the transition period ends at the end of this year.

We welcomed the strong UK – German cooperation in the battle against
Covid-19, whether it is the joint efforts of our scientists to advance
cutting-edge research, the provision of crucial equipment to treat Covid-19
patients or each flying hundreds of the other’s nationals safely home. We
agreed to continue working closely together to support public health systems
around the world, the role of the World Health Organisation, research into a
vaccine and efforts to ensure its fair distribution globally, and appropriate
measures to promote a sustainable international economic recovery. We
reaffirmed the necessity of further efforts to mitigate the risks in the
event of a potential second wave in the autumn.

We agreed to work together on many of the most important foreign policy
issues facing the world today, from the Middle East Peace Process to our
shared concerns at China’s proposal to impose a national security law in Hong
Kong. We looked forward to working closely together to raise climate ambition
and to make a success of COP 26 and of the Biodiversity Cop 15. We continue
to support UN-led efforts to resolve the ongoing conflicts in Libya and
Yemen, and remain committed to seeking to alleviate the humanitarian
suffering they have caused which threatens to be amplified by Covid-19 . We
remain steadfast in our support for NATO, whose last Leaders’ Meeting took
place in London 2019, and discussed its current agenda.

We look forward to future opportunities to renew and intensify our high-level
bilateral dialogue on key issues of mutual interest.
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E3 foreign ministers’ statement on the
JCPoA: 19 June

We, the Foreign Ministers of France, Germany and the United Kingdom, share
fundamental common security interests, along with our European partners. One
of them is upholding the nuclear non-proliferation regime, and ensuring that
Iran never develops a nuclear weapon. The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPoA) plays a key role in this respect.
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Together, we have stated unequivocally our regret and concern at the decision
by the United States to withdraw from the JCPoA and to re-impose sanctions on
Iran. Since May 2018, we have worked tirelessly to preserve the agreement.

As E3, we have fully upheld our JCPoA commitments, including sanctions-
lifting as foreseen under the terms of the agreement. In addition we have
gone beyond the commitments required by the agreement to support legitimate
trade with Iran, including through INSTEX, which is fully operational and
facilitating transactions.

Since 2019, Iran has taken nuclear measures contrary to its commitments under
the JCPoA. We are deeply concerned by those actions, which seriously
undermine the non-proliferation benefits of the agreement. That is the reason
why the E3 initiated the JCPoA’s Dispute Resolution Mechanism on 14 January,
in good faith and in hope of finding a diplomatic way forward, preserving the
agreement and bringing Iran back to full compliance with its commitments
under the JCPoA.

We urge Iran to pursue substantial discussions and actions in coordination
with us and the other remaining JCPoA participants in this regard. To this
end, the E3 reaffirm they are ready to engage in a meaningful and realistic
approach and await a constructive Iranian response. We will seek a
ministerial meeting to urge Iran to cooperate and to take stock of where we
stand in the DRM process.

We also note with grave concern that despite the IAEA’s continuous efforts,
Iran has denied the access requested by the Agency for many months, which
prevents the Agency from fulfilling its mandate, and risks seriously
undermining the global safeguards system if no progress is made.

At the initiative of the E3, a resolution was adopted with a very strong
majority at the latest IAEA Board of Governors. We commend the IAEA for its
work in verifying Iran’s safeguards obligations, and call on Iran to
cooperate in a timely and complete manner with the IAEA and to grant access
to sites as requested by the Agency.

The E3 remain committed to fully implementing Resolution 2231 by which the
JCPoA has been endorsed in 2015. However, we believe that the planned lifting
of the UN conventional arms embargo established by Resolution 2231 next
October would have major implications for regional security and stability. We
recall that the EU embargoes on conventional arms exports and missile
technology will remain in force until 2023. We wish to address the issue in
close coordination with Russia and China as remaining participants to the
JCPOA, as well as with all other Security Council Members, as well as other
key stakeholders. We will be guided by these objectives: upholding the
authority and integrity of the UN Security Council and working toward
regional security and stability.

We firmly believe that any unilateral attempt to trigger UN sanctions
snapback would have serious adverse consequences in the UNSC. We would not
support such a decision which would be incompatible with our current efforts
to preserve the JCPoA.



We are convinced that we must address shared concerns about Iran’s nuclear
program, its ballistic missile program and its destabilising regional
activities in the long term. To this end, we continue to believe that the
strategy of maximum pressure will not effectively serve this goal, and
instead remain committed to holding Iran to account, while pursuing
meaningful diplomacy and dialogue.

We remain committed to the JCPoA and, in order to preserve it, urge Iran to
reverse all measures inconsistent with the agreement and return to full
compliance without delay. We reaffirm our readiness to engage substantively
with Iran.

Further information

Government publishes coronavirus
(COVID-19) R value and growth rates

The current growth rate for the UK as a whole is -4% to -2% and the R
estimate for the UK, as a whole, remains at 0.7-0.9.

The growth rate reflects how quickly the number of infections are changing
day-by-day. It is an approximation of the change of number infections each
day. and If the growth rate is greater than zero (+ positive), then the
disease will grow, and if the growth rate is less than zero then the disease
will shrink.

The size of the growth rate indicates the speed of change. A growth rate of
+5% will grow faster than one with a growth rate of +1%. Likewise, a disease
with a growth rate of -4% will be shrinking faster than a disease with growth
rate of -1%. Further technical information on growth rate can be found here.

R estimates do not tell us how quickly an epidemic is changing and different
diseases with the same R can result in epidemics that grow at very different
speeds. For instance, a disease with R=2 with infection lasting years will
grow much more slowly than a disease with R=2 with infection lasting days.
Growth rates provide us with different information to R estimates, by
informing us of the size and speed of change, whereas R value only gives us
information on the direction of change.

To calculate R, information on the time taken between each generation of
infections is needed. That is how long it takes for one set of people in an
infected group to infect a new set of people in the next group. This can
depend on several different biological, social, and behavioural factors. The
growth rate is estimated using a range of data similar to R, however it does
not depend on the ‘generation time’ and so requires fewer assumptions to
estimate.
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Neither one measure, R nor growth rate, is better than the other but each
provide information that is useful in monitoring the spread of a disease. The
R estimate and growth rates are not the only important measures of the
epidemic. Both should be considered alongside other measures of the spread of
disease, such as the number of people currently infected.

The government has also today published updated regional R values, covering
each of the NHS England regions in England.

As an average value, R can vary in different parts of the country,
communities, and subsections of the population. It cannot be measured
directly so there is always some uncertainty around its exact value. This
becomes even more of a problem when calculating R using small numbers of
cases, either due to lower infection rates or smaller geographical areas.
This may be due to the uncertainty of the underlying data leading to a wider
range for R.

Estimates of the growth rates and R are currently updated on a weekly basis.
However, as the numbers of cases decrease, these metrics will become less
helpful indicators and other measures need to be considered. These include
the number of new cases of the disease identified during a specified time
period (incidence), and the proportion of the population with the disease at
a given point in time (prevalence), and these will become more important to
monitor.

We are also publishing today under the same embargo further evidence that is
informing the advice from SAGE. See the full set of evidence published to
date.

May 2020 Transaction Data

News story

This data provides information about the number and types of applications
that HM Land Registry completed in May 2020.
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Please note this data shows what HM Land Registry has been able to process
during the time period covered and is not necessarily a reflection of market
activity.

In May:

HM Land Registry completed 934,380 applications to change or query the
Land Register
the South East topped the table of regional applications with 207,028

HM Land Registry completed 934,380 applications in May compared with 865,970
in April and 1,732,280 last May 2019, of which:

170,249 were applications for register updates compared with 56,950 in
April
511,354 were applications for an official copy of a register compared
with 531,638 in April
122,626 were search and hold queries (official searches) compared with
141,626 in April
9,504 were postal applications from non-account holders compared with
2,330 in April

Applications by region and country

Region/country March
applications

April
applications May applications

South East 367,175 207,028 218,337
Greater London 295,595 169,837 186,442

North West 184,461 99,425 103,848
South West 151,389 79,731 86,804

West Midlands 134,232 70,638 77,657
Yorkshire and the

Humber 123,430 64,669 72,103

East Midlands 116,088 62,833 66,259
North 77,673 36,845 43,951

East Anglia 65,199 37,578 38,189
Isles of Scilly 42 20 23

Wales 68,907 37,328 40,735
England and Wales (not

assigned) 82 38 32

Total 1,584,273 865,970 934,380

Top 5 local authority areas



Top 5 local
authority
areas

March
applications

Top 5 local
authority
areas

April
applications

Top 5 local
authority
areas

May
applications

Birmingham 24,469 City of
Westminster 13,467 City of

Westminster 14,252

City of
Westminster 22,027 Birmingham 12,657 Birmingham 14,002

Manchester 18,693 Leeds 10,168 Leeds 10,811
Leeds 18,229 Manchester 9,268 Cornwall 9,223
Cornwall 15,787 Cornwall 7,872 Wandsworth 8,716

Top 5 customers

Top 5
customers

March
applications

Top 5
customers

April
applications

Top 5
customers

May
applications

Infotrack
Limited 65,764 Infotrack

Limited 35,427 Enact 39,424

Enact 50,955 Enact 30,347 Infotrack
Limited 30,487

O’Neill
Patient 35,297 O’Neill

Patient 21,274 O’Neill
Patient 20,092

Optima
Legal
Services

26,135
Optima
Legal
Services

13,954 Optima Legal
Services 13,632

TM Group
(UK) LTD
Search
Choice)

20,444

Legal &
General
Surveying
Serv LTD

11,704
Land
Technologies
Ltd

10,339

Access the full dataset

Next publication
Transaction Data is published on the 15th working day of each month. The June
data will be published at 11am on Tuesday 21 July 2020.

Published 19 June 2020
Last updated 19 June 2020 + show all updates

19 June 20201.

First published.
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