
Windrush Compensation Scheme Oral
Statement

With permission, Mr Deputy Speaker, I would like to make a statement on the
Windrush Compensation Scheme.

Mr Deputy Speaker, yesterday we celebrated Windrush Day which marks the 72nd
anniversary of the arrival of the Empire Windrush at Tilbury Docks.

The ship carried hundreds of people who had left their homes to build a new
life in the United Kingdom, and to help this country to rebuild following the
destruction of Second World War.

These are the men and women who built their lives and went on to build their
homes in the United Kingdom.

They, alongside many thousands of others who made similar journeys, along
with their descendants, have made an immeasurable contribution to the social,
economic, and cultural life of our country.

When Britain was in need, they answered the call.

Yet Mr Deputy Speaker, as we all know, they were the very people who went on
to suffer unspeakable injustices and institutional failings spanning
successive Governments over several decades.

I have apologised for the appalling treatment suffered.

And on the 19th March, Mr Deputy Speaker, I made a statement after I received
the long awaited Windrush Lessons Learned Review from Wendy Williams.

I have apologised for the appalling treatment suffered by the Windrush
generation.

The review itself was damning about the conduct of the Home Office and
unequivocal about the ‘ignorance and institutional thoughtlessness towards
the race and history of the Windrush generation’ by the department.

There are serious and significant lessons for the Home Office to learn in
relation to the way the Department operates. I and the Permanent Secretary
are currently reviewing its leadership, its culture, practices and the way it
views and treats all parts of the community it serves.

These reforms, Mr Deputy Speaker, are only the start.

I was clear when Wendy Williams published her lessons learned review that I
would listen and I would act.

I have heard what she has said. And I will be accepting the recommendations
she has made in full.
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I am committed to ensuring that the Home Office delivers for each part of the
community it serves and I will come back to update the House on how we will
be implementing the recommendations before the summer recess.

And I look forward to discussing the plans further with Wendy this week.

Mr Deputy Speaker, we have been working tirelessly to support the most urgent
cases and those most in need.

In April 2018, the Home Office set up the Windrush Taskforce to ensure those
who needed documentation immediately could get it. A month later, the
Windrush Scheme was launched, providing free citizenship to those who are
eligible for it.

The Home Office has a dedicated vulnerable persons team in place to provide
immediate support to those people suffering with a range of vulnerabilities,
including the financial hardship and destitution that had been well
documented.

The team also administers the Urgent and Exceptional Payments scheme, which
provides immediate financial payments. And to the end of March the team had
made 35 payments totalling over £46,000.

And Mr Deputy Speaker, work is continuing unabated to ensure that those who
suffered, receive the documentation and the compensation they need.

So far over 12,000 people have been granted documentation by the Windrush
Taskforce, including over 5,900 grants of citizenship.

And the Windrush Compensation scheme continues to make payments to compensate
the losses and the impacts individuals suffered as a result of not being able
to demonstrate their lawful status.

The scheme was set up and designed with the backing of Martin Forde QC, in
close consultation with those who were affected by the scandal. And in
February I announced that I would extend the scheme until April 2023 to give
those who need our help as much time as they need to apply.

We are continuing to process individual claims as quickly as possible. The
first payment was made within four months of the scheme launching and many
interim awards are being made where parts of the claim can be resolved more
easily and quickly than others.

But let me clear, it is not a blanket one size fits all scheme. It was
deliberately designed, with community leaders and Martin Forde QC, so that
the claimant is at the heart of it.

Cases deserve to be processed individually, with the care and sensitivity
they deserve, so that the maximum payment can be made to every single person.

I simply won’t call for targets when it comes to dealing with claims. These
are incredibly personal and individual cases that must be treated with the
care, dignity and respect that they deserve.



I want everyone who has been wronged to get the maximum compensation to which
they are entitled to, and through this bespoke scheme, we are working to
achieve that.

This compensation covers a very wide range of categories, far more than any
comparable compensation scheme. It covers immigration fees, it covers loss of
earnings, it covers benefits, it covers homelessness, it covers destitution.
Overall it covers thirteen separate categories.

Assessing claims in this way is ultimately beneficial to those who are making
the claim, but it takes time to assess and takes time to get it right.

And while claims are being processed in full, many interim and exceptional
payments have been made to make sure that people have access to money, to the
funds they need now.

But clearly Mr Deputy Speaker, I share the desire to see more claims
completed.

The rate of claims has already increased significantly in the last few
months.

As of the end of March, more than three hundred and sixty thousand pounds had
been awarded.

And further offers had been made of approximately two hundred and eighty
thousand pounds.

And I can confirm today that over one million pounds has been offered in
claims so far.

And more payments and offers are being made each week.

But Mr Deputy Speaker, we can and of course, must do more.

My determination to right the wrongs and injustices suffered by the Windrush
Generation is undiminished, and I will do all I can to ensure more people are
helped and compensated in full.

And if additional resources are needed, they will be provided.

Now is the time for more action and we all have a duty to do more to help
those affected by this terrible injustice.

Individuals will only benefit from the compensation scheme if they are sought
out and encouraged to apply.

We are working extensively with community groups and leaders to raise
awareness of the Windrush Taskforce and the Compensation Scheme.

Including with vulnerable people through the vulnerable persons team.

Anyone who needs help or support to make a claim will receive it.



The Home Office has funded Citizens Advice to provide free independent advice
and support.

And the Home Office has hosted or attended over 100 engagement and outreach
events throughout the United Kingdom.

And as members will know, my door is always open.

I would urge members of the House to ensure that constituent cases or
concerns are raised immediately with me and my team so that they are
progressed and resolved.

And Mr Deputy Speaker, throughout the coronavirus pandemic I have made sure
that no-one is left behind.

Working with community leaders I have launched a digital engagement programme
so that outreach can continue despite the current social distancing measures.
The first virtual support event was held on 21 May.

And on 19th March I announced a dedicated new communications campaign to
promote the Windrush schemes.

As well as a five hundred-thousand-pound fund, for community organisations to
run outreach, promotional and support activities to increase awareness.

But Mr Deputy Speaker, we know that there are a range of other issues and
injustices affecting the Windrush generation and their families.

So yesterday, I announced a new Windrush Cross-Government Working Group,
which I will co-chair with Bishop Derek Webley.

This group brings together community leaders with senior representatives from
a number of government departments to address the challenges faced by the
Windrush generation and their descendants, spanning programmes on education,
work and health and much more.

The Prime Minister and I spoke to members of the group yesterday to discuss
the actions needed to deliver solutions.

The first formal meeting of the group will take place this Thursday and I
look forward to taking this work forward with the whole group, alongside
working with the inspirational co-chair, Bishop Derek Webley.

Mr Deputy Speaker, nothing can ever undo the suffering experienced by members
of the Windrush Generation.

No one should have suffered the uncertainty, complication and the hardship
brought on by the mistakes of successive Governments.

Now, is the time for more action, yes across Government to repay that debt of
gratitude, and to eliminate the challenges that still exist for them and
their descendants.



Only then can we build a stronger, fairer and more successful country for the
next generation.

Mr Deputy Speaker, I commend this statement to the House.

Over £1 million offered in
compensation to the Windrush
generation

More than £1 million has been offered in compensation as part of the ongoing
work to right the wrongs experienced by the Windrush generation, Home
Secretary Priti Patel announced today.

In a statement to Parliament, the Home Secretary announced that internal
figures show that over £1 million has been offered to applicants of the
Windrush Compensation Scheme. Once the offers are accepted by the applicants,
the payments will be made.

Home Secretary Priti Patel said:

I am pleased that the compensation scheme has now offered over £1
million to those members of the Windrush generation.

But I want us to continue to work to put things right. That is why
I launched a Cross-Government Working Group this week, bringing
together talented experts from across the country, to get more
people to come forward so they can claim the compensation they
rightly deserve.

Independent adviser to the compensation scheme, Martin Forde QC said:

I am pleased that the rate of offers and payments under the scheme
is increasing and I am certain that this will continue. What is
more impressive is that the rate of offers is increasing during a
pandemic, which highlights the dedication of the caseworkers.

It is also important to note that a high proportion of these are
interim payments, so people will get higher awards in the coming
weeks and months.
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The scheme, which has been operational since April 2019, continues to make
payments week on week. Payments are being made as quickly as possible, with
the first payment made within just four months of the scheme operating.

The payments made under the scheme vary, depending on the facts of the case,
with some claimants receiving offers of over £100,000. Payments also include
interim payments, which means people will likely receive more at a later
date.

All those who have applied to the compensation scheme are then contacted by
the Home Office and case workers work closely with claimants to process the
claims as quickly as possible.

While the scheme is making good progress and continues to process claims as
quickly as possible, the Home Office is committed to getting more people to
come forward and claim.

That is why the Home Secretary has this week launched the Windrush cross-
Government Working Group.

The group, co-chaired by the Home Secretary and Bishop Derek Webley, brings
together stakeholders and community leaders with senior representatives from
a number of government departments to address the challenges faced by the
Windrush generation and their descendants.

The Home Office, as requested by Wendy Williams, is carefully considering the
lessons learned review. The Home Secretary has agreed to respond in full by
the end of September and has also committed to provide an update to
Parliament before summer recess.

The working group will play an important role in assisting with the Home
Office’s response by providing insight and guidance, as well as help to
ensure that the lessons from the Windrush review are shared across
government. The group will meet for the first time this Thursday 25 June.

Bishop Derek Webley, co-chair of the Windrush Cross-Government Working Group
said:

As much as it may be difficult for some, it is so important to
engage with the Windrush Compensation Scheme process for your
benefit.

You need to make an application through the compensation scheme if
you or a family member feel they have been treated in any way that
is unacceptable.

There is support available to help you to do this. It is your right
and a not a favour that is being granted to you to be compensated.
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As announced by the Home Secretary in March, the Home Office will shortly
launch a separate £500,000 Windrush Scheme community fund for grassroots
organisations, to help improve uptake and awareness of the schemes supporting
those who were directly affected.

This includes the Windrush Scheme, which has so far provided over 12,000
people with documentation confirming their status. One of the first tasks for
the group will be to work with stakeholders to co-design and deliver this
Fund.

To ensure that all those affected are reached, the Home Office is also
launching a £750,000 targeted advertising campaign, using a range of
channels, such as adverts and social media, to make sure those most affected
around the UK are aware of the support available to them and know how to
apply.

In order for a payment to be made, an individual must first accept the offer
made. As part of the scheme, anyone unhappy with their offer can request a
free internal review. If they still do not agree with the outcome, the
claimant can request a further review the Independent Adjudicator.

Citizens Advice, funded by the Home Office, are continuing to provide free,
independent claimant assistance during the pandemic for those wishing to
apply to the Compensation Scheme. This can be accessed by referral through
the Windrush Helpline: 0800 678 1925.

Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia:
Foreign Secretary statement

Press release

The Foreign Secretary has condemned an attack on Riyadh, Saudi Arabia by the
Houthis.
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The Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab has condemned the Houthis’ drone and
ballistic missile attacks on Saudi Arabia, urging the Houthis to prove they
are serious about peace.

I condemn these latest attacks on Saudi Arabia by the Houthis, and
their continued offensives within Yemen which cast further doubt on
their claims to want peace.

The Yemeni Government and Southern Transitional Council chose to
put the Yemeni people first by agreeing a ceasefire yesterday.

With over a million Yemenis believed to have contracted
Coronavirus, it is more vital than ever that the Houthis cease
their hostilities and allow the UN-led humanitarian response to get
on with saving Yemeni lives.

Published 23 June 2020

Pubs Code Adjudicator statement on the
announcement of pubs reopening

News story

Statement from Fiona Dickie, Pubs Code Adjudicator, following the
announcement of pubs reopening in England.

Pubs Code Adjudicator Fiona Dickie said: “The government’s announcement that
pubs in England can reopen from 04 July will be very welcome to tied pub
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tenants. However, many challenges and uncertainties remain for the regulated
sector and the period following re-opening will present pub-owning businesses
with a further test of how fairly they are treating their tied tenants.

“I will therefore be looking closely at how all of the pub-owning businesses
that I regulate adapt their business approaches in response to the
challenging new trading realities in a post-COVID world. My focus will
include how they respond to their Code obligations in dealing with tenants’
COVID-related debts and the impact on tied rents set on the basis of pre-
COVID assumptions and expectations.

“I will also continue to press those pub-owning businesses to act fairly when
offering further support to their tied tenants, even as the COVID emergency
restrictions are gradually loosened. This includes in Wales where re-opening
has not yet been announced. My message to date to tenants whose pub-owning
businesses have not published a transparent methodology for their support has
been clear – if they do not believe they are receiving fair and open support
they should take their concerns direct to their company’s Code Compliance
Officer. I will receive prompt reports from those pub-owning businesses about
any unsatisfied complaints.

“I will be saying more about Pubs Code rights as the measures covered in the
formal Declaration signed by each pub-owning business end on 30 June.”

Published 23 June 2020

Over two-thirds of under-10-metre
fishing vessel owners register for the
MMO Catch App in first 6 months

The catch recording application was introduced by the Marine Management
Organisation (MMO) at the end of 2019 to enable better management of
fisheries and provide evidence of sustainable fisheries practice across the
under-10-metre fishing fleet. The application captures the volumes and
species of fish being taken from English waters by under-10-metre fishing
vessel owners.

The data that the catch recording application collects will not only enable
the MMO to have an accurate understanding of the total catch from English
waters, but importantly help inform negotiations to agree future allocations
of shared stocks.

In advance of its introduction, the catch app was developed and tested with
the involvement and support of more than 100 fishers. To support
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implementation, the MMO has shared blog posts, provided ‘how to’ videos,
staggered user registration and engaged fishers through one-to-one support
sessions and a series of drop-in events across the coast. This support
continues and the MMO, with colleagues based around the English coast, are
available to assist fishers with the catch app.

To date, over 1,900 under-10-metre fishing vessel owners have now registered
on the system, representing 77% of the fleet. Over 27,000 individual catch
records have been recorded and submitted so far.

Tom McCormack, MMO Chief Executive Officer, said:

The number of catches being recorded on the catch app by fishers
across the under-10-metre English fleet continues to rise, with the
average number of catches recorded up to over 930 every week. I
want to thank everyone using the catch app, including those giving
feedback that is helping the MMO deliver app upgrades and
improvements.

Across the MMO, we continue our focus on engagement and support to
the fishing industry with a range of support and assurance
services.

We will further build on our Covid-19 related engagement and
support activity with the fishing industry to help shape further
progress.

The MMO has clarified publicly in updates published on 10 and 26 February
2020 that there would be time for those within our fishing industry to adjust
to the introduction of the new catch recording application.

In addition to continued one-to-one support from coastal offices, over 15
drop-in sessions were held around the country earlier this year to support
our fishing industry with the continued roll out. Feedback provided has
already led to several improvements on the app, including:

The addition of further ports
The addition of further fish species
The option to record volumes of fish caught in increments of less than
1kg
The option for vessels landing less than 10kg of species subject to
quota or catch limits, as part of a landing of shellfish from pots only,
to record the landing within 24 hours, rather than before landing.
Allowing an unlimited number of favourite species to be set

Phil Haslam, MMO Director of Operations, said:

The requirement to register and submit landings records is a
licence condition for all under-10-metre fishing vessel owners.
Fishers need to register and use the application to achieve our
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collective goal of sustainable fishing opportunities for the
future.

We have been clear in previous updates that when we move to a phase
of enforcement industry would be notified and this remains the
case.

Despite recent reports in the media, our stance has not changed
since the introduction of the application, and we remain committed
to continuing to listen to and support the fishing community in
adapting to this new requirement, making changes to the system
where necessary.

Like many other public services, the catch recording application is currently
in a state of public BETA. This means that the MMO is continuing to work with
users to strengthen the service, in terms of its functionality and utility.


