UN Human Rights Council 43: UK's
closing statement

The 43rd session of the UN Human Rights Council reconvened from 15 to 22 June
following its suspension on 13 March due to COVID-19. It is a testament to
the hard work and creativity of the HRC President and the HRC Secretariat
that the session was able to resume, including in a partly virtual format.
Now more than ever, the work of the Council to promote and protect human
rights around the world is essential.

COVID-19, and the measures needed to combat it, will have a profound effect
on individuals and societies, and impact on people’s enjoyment of their human
rights. As we tackle this crisis together, states must respect their human
rights obligations, take steps to mitigate its disproportionate effects on
the most vulnerable in our societies, and actively include women and
disadvantaged groups in the response and recovery.

The global protests following the tragic killing of George Floyd have shown
we all need to work harder to combat racism. During the reconvened session,
and during an Urgent Debate on the subject, the UK reaffirmed our commitment
to doing just that. Internationally, we will continue to be one of the
strongest advocates for those United Nations mechanisms that help to combat
racism. At home, we will work to create a fair society where all people,
regardless of ethnic origin or background, are valued and able to participate
fully.

The UK delivered a national statement setting out our serious concerns on
Hong Kong. China’s plan to impose national security legislation on Hong Kong
would undermine Hong Kong’s autonomy and could threaten its rights and
freedoms. The imposition of the proposed law lies in direct conflict with
China’'s international obligations under the Joint Declaration. We urge China
to engage with Hong Kong’s people, institutions, and judiciary to ensure it
maintains Hong Kong’s high degree of autonomy and rights and freedoms.

I welcome the adoption of the resolution establishing an independent,
international fact finding mission in Libya, with Libya’s cooperation. This
represents much-needed progress towards accountability for all human rights
violations and abuses, and violations of international humanitarian law, amid
concerning reports of reprisal attacks, continuing civilian casualties and
the existence of mass graves. All parties must commit to a ceasefire and
return to the UN-led political process.

I am delighted that the Council renewed, by consensus, the mandate of the UN
Commission on Human Rights in South Sudan, with South Sudan’s constructive
cooperation. With significant increases in intercommunal violence, systemic
sexual and gender-based violence and a dire humanitarian situation
exacerbated by COVID 19, the Commission plays a vital role in monitoring
human rights, tackling impunity and supporting implementation of South
Sudan’s peace deal. We look forward to the Transitional Government’s
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continued cooperation.

I am pleased that once again the Council adopted a resolution on Syria,
renewing the mandate of the Commission of Inquiry. The human rights situation
there remains of grave concern. All parties must abide by the agreed
ceasefires, and by international law, in order to protect civilians.

I welcome the adoption of the resolution on the situation of human rights in
Myanmar. I urge the authorities to implement the recommendations of the
Rakhine Advisory Commission, the Independent Commission of Enquiry and to
comply with the ICJ's provisional measures. This is essential to create the
conditions for voluntary, safe and dignified returns. We strongly support the
Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar.

The UK opposes the proposed annexation of any parts of the West Bank and we
remain committed to a two state solution. We support justified scrutiny of
Israel and the OPTs under appropriate agenda items, but continue to be
concerned by the Council’s disproportionate focus on Israel.

I also welcome the renewal of the mandates of the Special Rapporteur on the
human rights situation in the DPRK, the Independent Expert for Mali, the
Special Rapporteur on human rights in Iran, and the resolution on the human
rights situation in Nicaragua. I am pleased that the HRC adopted a resolution
on the continuing technical co-operation on human rights monitoring in the
Georgian regions of South Ossetia and Abkhazia.

In these extraordinarily difficult times, the Human Rights Council plays a
crucial in bringing states together to protect and promote human rights. The
UK will seek election to the Council later this year, in a reaffirmation of
our strong commitment to work to with the Council to hold to account those
who violate and abuse human rights.

INSPIRE data to be shared under open
terms
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Corporate Insolvency and Governance
Bill receives royal assent
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Governance Act

The Corporate Insolvency and Governance Bill received royal assent on 25 June
and is now an Act.

The measures in this Act will relieve the burden on businesses during the
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak and allow them to focus all their efforts on
continuing to operate.

What happens next

Some of the measures in the Act came into effect immediately on Friday 26
June. Other measures came into effect on Saturday 27 June when the secondary
legislation came into force.

The Act:

e introduces temporary easements for Annual General Meetings (AGMs) and
filing requirements for public limited companies (PLCs)

e introduces new corporate restructuring tools to the insolvency regime to
give companies the time they need to maximise their chance of survival

e temporarily suspends parts of insolvency law to support directors during
this difficult time

Under the secondary legislation, companies will receive an automatic
extension for:

e confirmation statements

e registrations of charges (mortgage)

e event-driven filings, such as a change to your company’'s directors or
people with significant control

Most companies will also be given more time to file their accounts.
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What you need to do

We’ve published detailed guidance on the changes that came into effect on
Friday 26 June. This includes changes for PLCs with an accounts filing
deadline between 26 March 2020 and 29 September 2020.

We'’ve also published detailed guidance for private companies and other
company types on the changes that came into effect on Saturday 27 June.

Your deadlines will be updated automatically, and you do not need to apply
for an extension. You can check your company’s deadlines on Companies House
service.

If you have already extended your accounts filing deadline, you may not be
eligible for an extension.

It’s important that you file your documents by the new deadline. You can use
our online services to:

This is a temporary measure. Your deadline will not be extended next year if
it falls on or after 6 April 2021.

Keep up to date with all the latest news on our services by signing up for
GOV.UK updates or subscribing to our regular newsletter. You can also sign up
for email reminders to keep track of your filing deadlines.

You can find all the latest updates about how we’'re maintaining services for
our customers during the coronavirus outbreak on our coronavirus guidance

page.

Published 26 June 2020
Last updated 6 April 2021 + show all updates

1. 6 April 2021

The automatic extensions granted by the Corporate Insolvency and
Governance Act have now come to an end.

2. 1 July 2020

Link added to guidance for private companies and other company types on
the changes that came into effect on Saturday 27 June.

3. 29 June 2020

Other measures came into effect on Saturday 27 June with secondary
legislation. We’ll publish more guidance for private companies and other
company types in due course.

4, 26 June 2020

First published.
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Joint statement from the ESFA, AoC,
and AELP: June 2020

[unable to retrieve full-text content]Joint statement from the ESFA, AoC, and
AELP on strengthening relationships and enhancing communications between
training providers and the agency

£22 million emergency coronavirus
funding for more than 540 sexual
violence and domestic abuse charities

e funding boost to help charities provide remote services and expand their
support

* 548 organisations across the country are receiving money to support more
victims

e part of £76 million package for victims during the pandemic

Social distancing measures mean that some charities can no longer offer face-
to-face support, and must transfer to mainly remote services to provide
victims with the practical and emotional help they need.

548 charities across England and Wales, including small and regional
organisations, are now receiving funding to maintain their life-saving
counselling and advice services. It will allow them to employ more staff,
keep helplines open longer, as well as fund the technology needed for other
forms of contact with victims — such as video calls.

Victims Minister Alex Chalk said:
Victims of domestic and sexual abuse show immense courage in coming

forward and seeking help — so it is vital that support is available
when they need it.

This funding boost will help frontline charities to continue their
invaluable work, supporting some of the most vulnerable people in
society during these difficult times.

It is part of an unprecedented £76 million of emergency funding announced by
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the government in May to ensure that these victims can continue to access the
support they need. Organisations supporting victims of sexual violence and
domestic abuse were invited to request funding directly from the Ministry of
Justice or from their local Police and Crime Commissioner, and were required
to provide evidence of what services they would deliver.

APCC Victims Leads, Deputy Mayor of London, Sophie Linden, and Police, Fire
and Crime Commissioner of North Yorkshire, Julia Mulligan, said:

We welcome the additional emergency funding that has been made
available, through Police and Crime Commissioners, to provide the
necessary support for local services for victims and survivors of
domestic abuse and sexual violence.

This funding is vital to ensure that services continue to be
available during the Covid-19 crisis, to provide support to those
who are amongst the most vulnerable victims. We look forward to
working with government to ensure that there is essential funding
in place for these services throughout the duration of the Covid 19
crisis and beyond.

A further £3 million is being invested in recruiting Independent Sexual
Violence Advisers — who provide advice and support for victims, and act as
the link between police, support services and criminal justice agencies —
until 2022.

Work has also been undertaken to ensure the funding is proportionate between
general support services and those tailored to victims of abuse who are BAME,
disabled or LGBTQI — with 20% of the charities supporting victims with
protected characteristics.

The funding follows the virtual Hidden Harms Summit convened by the Prime
Minister last month, which explored the unique challenges faced by victims of
modern slavery, sexual violence and domestic abuse during the coronavirus
pandemic, and the steps needed to ensure they continue to get the help they
need.

A follow-up report to the summit will be published today.

Notes to editors

e In May, the Housing Secretary announced that the government was spending
£76 million on supporting the most vulnerable in society during the
Coronavirus pandemic.
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/emergency-funding-to-support-most-vul
nerable-in-society-during-pandemic

e This funding was allocated as below:

o The Ministry of Justice will provide £25 million to help victims of
domestic abuse and sexual violence in the community access support
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services during the coronavirus outbreak, and a further £3 million
per annum investment in Independent Sexual Violence Advisers until
2022. This funding applies to England and Wales.

o We are considering options for the remaining funding

o The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government will be
providing £10 million for safe accommodation services in England.

o The Department for Education will provide £26.4 million to
support vulnerable children, including support for families of
disabled children and working to safeguard vulnerable children
including care leavers and children in the early years. This
funding applies to England, except for funding for Childline, which
will apply to the UK.

o The Home Office will be providing £3.8 million for community-based
domestic abuse services and modern slavery services, and for added
support for modern slavery charities who have been impacted by the
coronavirus outbreak. The Home Office will be providing £7.8
million in emergency support for charities helping vulnerable
children who have been impacted by the coronavirus outbreak. This
includes children at risk of sexual abuse and criminal
exploitation. This funding applies to England and Wales.

e Further support to protect the most vulnerable. This includes:

o In April we announced the immediate transfer of £600,000 to
charities to help them provide remote services as a result of
social distancing measures brought in during the coronavirus
pandemic. You can read more here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-boost-for-remote-victim-
services

o In February, the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government provided £16.6 million to 75 projects across England to
help fund domestic abuse refuge services, enabling victims and
their children to stay safe, recover from the trauma, and access
safe permanent rehousing where needed.

o In June, they provided a further £8.1 million to provide additional
bed spaces and support services to domestic abuse victims in safe
accommodation, with a further £1.9 million still available for this
support.

o The Home Office launched a new public awareness campaign in April,
under the hashtag #YouAreNotAlone, highlighting that if anyone is
at risk of, or experiencing, domestic abuse, they are still able
leave and seek refuge. The campaign publicises support available
including the freephone, 24-hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline
number — 0808 2000 247 — run by Refuge, and online.
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