
Don’t rely on temperature screening
products for detection of coronavirus
(COVID-19), says MHRA

Press release

Warning that thermal cameras and other such “temperature screening” products,
some of which make direct claims to screen for COVID-19, are not a reliable
way to detect if people have the virus.

The Agency is telling manufacturers and suppliers of thermal cameras that
they should not make claims which directly relate to COVID-19 diagnosis, and
is reminding businesses to follow Government advice on safe working during
COVID-19.

Graeme Tunbridge, MHRA Director of Devices, said:

Many thermal cameras and temperature screening products were
originally designed for non-medical purposes, such as for building
or site security. Businesses and organisations need to know that
using these products for temperature screening could put people’s
health at risk.

These products should only be used in line with the manufacturer’s
original intended use, and not to screen people for COVID-19
symptoms. They do not perform to the level required to accurately
support a medical diagnosis.

We are reminding anyone selling these products not to make claims
which directly relate to COVID-19 diagnosis. If they fail to
comply, we will take formal enforcement action.
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Products which the manufacturer claims are intended for screening for
COVID-19, or fever-like symptoms, would be regarded as medical devices and
regulated by the MHRA.

There is little scientific evidence to support temperature screening as a
reliable method for detection of COVID-19 or other febrile illness,
especially if used as the main method of testing.

Temperature readings from temperature screening systems will measure skin
temperature rather than core body temperature. In either case, natural
fluctuations in temperature can occur among healthy individuals. These
readings are therefore an unreliable measure for detection of COVID-19 or
other diseases which may cause fever. Furthermore, infected people who do not
develop a fever or who do not show any symptoms would not be detected by a
temperature reading and could be more likely to unknowingly spread the virus.

The MHRA recommends that businesses and workplaces follow the government
advice on safe working during COVID-19, as well as implementing
scientifically reliable methods of testing for COVID-19.

Health Minister Lord Bethell said:

As pubs and restaurants begin to reopen, it’s important businesses
do not rely on temperature screening tools and other products which
do not work.

The best way to protect customers and minimise the risk of catching
the virus is to always follow social distancing guidelines, wearing
a face mask on public transport and enclosed public spaces, and
regularly washing your hands.

Notes to editor

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency is responsible1.
for protecting and improving the health of millions of people every day
through the effective regulation of all medicines and medical devices in
the UK by ensuring they work and are acceptably safe. All our work is
underpinned by robust and fact-based judgements to ensure that the
benefits justify any risks.
The MHRA is a centre of the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory2.
Agency which also includes the National Institute for Biological
Standards and Control (NIBSC) and the Clinical Practice Research
Datalink (CPRD). MHRA is an executive agency of the Department of Health
and Social Care.
The Yellow Card scheme is MHRA’s system of monitoring the safety of3.
medicines and medical devices in the UK and it acts as an early warning
system to identify new, and strengthen existing, safety information
about medicines, medical devices, falsified or
defective healthcare products, and e-cigarettes.
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New app launched by Veteran owned UK

News story

Veteran Owned UK is the UK’s largest online business directory, exclusively
supporting companies owned by members of the Armed Forces Community.

Veteran Owned logo. MOD Crown Copyright 2020.

In addition to Veterans Owned UK online portal of over 1204 businesses, they
have now launched an app, making it easier than ever to choose veteran owned
businesses.

Scott Johnson, founder of Veteran Owned UK, is a former Royal Engineer and
launched the website in 2017. He already knew first-hand that applying
military skills and ethos to a civilian workplace was a recipe for success.
After having seen a United States based website promoting veteran owned
businesses, he recognised the potential for a UK site offering a similar
service.

Coming from a military background has a huge advantage. If you have
served, you have had huge amounts of money spent on your
development and those skills set you up very well for life after
the military.

Android users can now easily download the free app from the google play store
and iOS users can add the Veteran Owned UK website directly to their home
screen. For more information visit the Veteran Owned UK website.
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Broadmarsh retail partnership in
liquidation

News story

Nottingham shopping centre redevelopment enters compulsory liquidation

On 3 July 2020 the partners of the Broadmarsh Retail Limited Partnership
petitioned to wind the partnership up. Petitions were also presented against
related companies and these have also entered compulsory liquidation. The
Official Receiver has been appointed as liquidator.

The partnership had been redeveloping the Broadmarsh shopping centre in
central Nottingham. The entities wound up do not have any employees or
customers.

The Official Receiver has issued a notice disclaiming the companies’ interest
in the lease to the site. The effect of this notice is to hand control of the
site back Nottingham City Council as freeholder. The Official Receiver
continues to manage the liquidation of the companies wound up by the High
Court.

Entities involved in the liquidation:

The Broadmarsh Retail Limited Partnership (company number: LP006804)
Broadmarsh Retail General Partner Limited (company number: 03929726)
Intu Nottingham Investments Limited (company number: 04423998)
Broadmarsh Retail (Nominee No 3) Limited (company number: 08293548)
Broadmarsh Retail (Nominee No 4) Limited (company number: 08293573)

Published 3 July 2020
Last updated 4 July 2020 + show all updates

4 July 20201.

Updated notice following the Official Receiver disclaiming the site
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Thousands of children offered
nutritious breakfasts during summer

Children from more than 1,800 schools in England who are currently part of
our Breakfast Clubs programme will now be offered healthy breakfasts over the
summer.

The Department for Education has confirmed today, Friday 3 July, that charity
co-ordinators of the National Breakfast Club Programme, Family Action and
Magic Breakfast, will work closely with schools in disadvantaged areas so
children most in need can continue to get a healthy breakfast in July and
August.

As schools will remain closed during this period, Family Action and Magic
Breakfast are making arrangements with schools on the programme so that they
can access this provision over the summer, which may include parents
collecting food parcels or breakfast food ‘drop offs’ to make sure families
are getting the support they need.

The extension of the Breakfast Clubs programme builds on the Government’s
commitment to supporting families on low-incomes who, as a result of the
pandemic, may be finding it hard to provide healthy food for their children
outside of the school term. It follows the Department for Education’s recent
announcement of the Covid Summer Food Fund that will provide free school
meals to eligible pupils nationally over the holidays.

Children’s Minister Vicky Ford said:

My priority has always been to protect and support the children who
need a helping hand, and it’s more important than ever before that
they remain at the heart of everything we do.

Extending our popular and successful Breakfast Club programme over
the summer holidays will mean thousands of children continue
getting a positive start to their day.

As a Government, we are responding to the needs of families who are
struggling – that’s why we put in place an unprecedented package of
support to tackle the unique challenges they face.
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The Covid Summer Food Fund will support children who are eligible for free
school meals with a voucher to cover the full six-week summer holiday. The
Government is also delivering at least four weeks of free activities and
healthy food for around 50,000 children via its Holiday Activities and Food
programme in 17 local authorities across England during July and August.

It follows the news that supermarket Iceland has joined the Government’s
national voucher scheme for free school meals, joining the existing list
eight shops already signed up to the scheme including Sainsbury’s, Tesco,
Asda, Morrisons, Waitrose, M&S, Aldi and McColl’s where vouchers can already
be redeemed. The Community Shop, which has several outlets around the
country, will also join the list and families will be able to redeem vouchers
for the Covid Summer Food Fund at all of these stores.

David Holmes CBE, Chief Executive of Family Action said:

Family Action and Magic Breakfast, as the providers of the National
School Breakfast Programme, have succeeded in keeping this
essential programme open and available to over a thousand schools
and tens of thousands of children and families during lockdown. We
are delighted to flex the Programme delivery so that we can now
also support many National School Breakfast Programme schools,
children and families with access to nutritious breakfast supplies
during the coming summer holidays.

HM Treasury extends tax cut to PPE
costs

News story

The temporary scrapping of VAT on PPE has been extended until the end of
October – saving care homes and businesses dealing with the coronavirus
outbreak £155 million, the government announced today.
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temporary scrapping of VAT on personal protective equipment (PPE) for
infection extended until the end of October
the three-month extension will save care homes and businesses an
estimated £155 million
comes after VAT on PPE was temporarily zero-rated at the beginning of
May and import duty on PPE was removed

The decision – which will make it easier and cheaper for care homes,
charities and businesses to acquire the vital kit – comes after a temporary
zero-rate of VAT was applied to PPE sales for an initial three months from 1
May 2020 to 31 July 2020.

Financial Secretary to the Treasury Jesse Norman said:

Extending the zero VAT rate on PPE will provide the relief needed
by care homes in particular, so that as many people as possible
continue to be protected against the coronavirus.

Due to the extension, the zero-rate will apply for six months in total with
consumers including care homes, home care providers and businesses estimated
to save an additional £155 million.

Ministers had previously removed import duties from PPE and medical supplies
intended to assist with the response to the coronavirus pandemic in April
2020 to ensure more essential equipment can get to the front line quicker.

EU law governing VAT – which the UK is bound to until the end of the
transitional period – requires the UK to charge VAT on the equipment.

But the government has acted under an exceptional basis allowed by EU rules
during health emergencies. The European Commission recently indicated support
for member states to introduce temporary VAT reliefs to mitigate the impacts
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The move will particularly benefit care providers, who are often unable to
reclaim the 20% VAT they incur on their purchases.

Funding has been provided to DHSC to support the centralised procurement and
supply of PPE, including supply to the NHS and care providers.



It has already acted to speed up PPE supply, harnessing the power of UK
industry, scouring the world for new stocks, and creating a new distribution
network to send PPE to frontline staff around the country.
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