
HMCI commentary: Our plans for the
autumn

The enormous and desperately sad loss of lives has of course been the most
devastating aspect of the coronavirus pandemic. But as we have taken the
necessary steps to stop the spread of the virus, there has also been growing
concern about the impact on children. The closure of schools to most pupils
has not only limited education for millions, but it also makes far too many
vulnerable children almost invisible to care services.

I know that teachers and headteachers have been working hard to sustain
education through the lockdown. We’ve seen new ways of working and challenges
overcome. The vast majority of schools have remained open – first for key
worker and vulnerable children, now for selected year groups.

I’ve been impressed at the tenacity and resolve of so many school staff,
pupils and parents in these uncertain and difficult times. And schools will
face a new set of challenges when they open their doors fully in September.

Unequal experiences
Although many children have continued to learn well, and will bounce back
straight into their studies, it’s a sad fact that children will have had very
unequal experiences at home. Not every child will have had a quiet place to
work, a supportive adult on hand to help, or access to technology; many will
have become demotivated, even with all of these. For some, catching up on
lost learning won’t be easy. Schools will be thinking hard about how to help
the children who need it most, while taking into account the health
restrictions, finite resources, staff and space.

But children are resilient, as are schools and teachers. I have every
confidence that with clear guidance and careful planning, schools will get
pupils where they need to be.

Ofsted’s role as schools return
As schools reopen for all, there is an important role for Ofsted. It will be
helpful for parents, government and the wider public to get some insight on
how schools and other providers are bringing children back into formal
education after such a long time away. That’s part and parcel of how we
recover and set children back on the right path.

In gathering that insight, we need to meet schools where they are, and also
to play our part in the rebuilding of education. So our routine inspections
will remain suspended for the autumn term, with a plan to resume in January.
In the autumn term, Ofsted will be carrying out ‘visits’ to schools and
colleges, not inspections. Our visits will look at how schools and colleges
are getting pupils back up to speed after so long at home. And we will help
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them through collaborative conversations, without passing judgement – this
isn’t inspection by stealth. We’ll use our visits to listen to school
leaders’ experiences and plans, and to provide constructive challenge.

The visits will not be graded. We’ll publish the outcomes of our discussions
with leaders in a short letter so that parents can understand what steps are
being taken to help children back into full-time education. And we will use
what we learn from our visits to report on the picture across England.

The visits will be piloted with volunteer schools and colleges from
September, with the full programme starting from October. We’ll be having
further conversations with unions and others about how the visits will
operate and we’ll publish more details as appropriate; but I would stress
again that this is about a constructive conversation – we’re not trying to
catch schools out. After all, we share the same aim: helping this generation
of children and young people make up for lost time and get the high-quality
education they deserve.

Our regulatory work
Of course, our work covers more than just schools and colleges. Our vital
regulatory work in children’s social care and early years has continued
throughout lockdown, even though regular inspections have been suspended. We
have worked to make sure that standards are being maintained and that there
is well-run, safe and effective social care and childcare available for all
who need it.

Going into the autumn, we will be making visits to a range of providers, and
these will be designed to reflect the work those providers do and our
regulatory role. Visits will be made to nurseries and childminders to monitor
progress and regulatory standards, particularly looking at those where we
have concerns, but including a wider sample. We will also be visiting local
authorities and children’s social care providers, including children’s homes,
to check on the experience and progress of children needing protection or
care. These visits will not be graded, but if we have serious concerns, we
will use our enforcement powers.

As in everything we do, we will be acting in the best interests of children –
whether that’s helping to improve their education, or keeping them safe from
harm. Life may not return fully to normal yet, but a full return to school in
September offers universal benefits to every child. And as education gets
back on its feet, Ofsted will play its part.

£1.57 billion investment to protect
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Britain’s world-class cultural, arts
and heritage institutions

Future of Britain’s museums, galleries, theatres, independent cinemas,
heritage sites and music venues will be protected with emergency grants
and loans
Funding will also be provided to restart construction work at cultural
and heritage sites paused as a result of the pandemic

Britain’s globally renowned arts, culture and heritage industries
will receive a world-leading £1.57 billion rescue package to help
weather the impact of coronavirus, the government announced
today.

Thousands of organisations across a range of sectors including the performing
arts and theatres, heritage, historic palaces, museums, galleries, live music
and independent cinema will be able to access emergency grants and loans.

The money, which represents the biggest ever one-off investment in UK
culture, will provide a lifeline to vital cultural and heritage organisations
across the country hit hard by the pandemic. It will help them stay afloat
while their doors are closed. Funding to restart paused projects will also
help support employment, including freelancers working in these sectors.

Many of Britain’s cultural and heritage institutions have already received
unprecedented financial assistance to see them through the pandemic including
loans, business rate holidays and participation in the coronavirus job
retention scheme. More than 350,000 people in the recreation and leisure
sector have been furloughed since the pandemic began.

This new package will be available across the country and ensure the future
of these multi billion-pound industries are secured.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

From iconic theatre and musicals, mesmerising exhibitions at our
world-class galleries to gigs performed in local basement venues,
the UK’s cultural industry is the beating heart of this country.

This money will help safeguard the sector for future generations,
ensuring arts groups and venues across the UK can stay afloat and
support their staff whilst their doors remain closed and curtains
remain down.

Oliver Dowden Culture Secretary said

Our arts and culture are the soul of our nation. They make our
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country great and are the lynchpin of our world-beating and fast
growing creative industries.

I understand the grave challenges the arts face and we must protect
and preserve all we can for future generations. Today we are
announcing a huge support package of immediate funding to tackle
the funding crisis they face. I said we would not let the arts
down, and this massive investment shows our level of commitment.

Rishi Sunak, Chancellor of the Exchequer said:

Our world-renowned galleries, museums, heritage sites, music venues
and independent cinemas are not only critical to keeping our
economy thriving, employing more than 700,000 people, they’re the
lifeblood of British culture.

That’s why we’re giving them the vital cash they need to safeguard
their survival, helping to protect jobs and ensuring that they can
continue to provide the sights and sounds that Britain is famous
for.

The package announced today includes funding for national cultural
institutions in England and investment in cultural and heritage sites to
restart construction work paused as a result of the pandemic. This will be a
big step forward to help rebuild our cultural infrastructure. This
unprecedented package includes:

£1.15 billion support pot for cultural organisations in England
delivered through a mix of grants and loans. This will be made up of
£270 million of repayable finance and £880 million grants.
£100 million of targeted support for the national cultural institutions
in England and the English Heritage Trust.
£120 million capital investment to restart construction on cultural
infrastructure and for heritage construction projects in England which
was paused due to the coronavirus pandemic.
The new funding will also mean an extra £188 million for the devolved
administrations in Northern Ireland (£33 million), Scotland (£97
million) and Wales (£59 million).

Decisions on awards will be made working alongside expert independent figures
from the sector including the Arts Council England and other specialist
bodies such as Historic England, National Lottery Heritage Fund and the
British Film Institute.

Repayable finance will be issued on generous terms tailored for cultural
institutions to ensure they are affordable. Further details will be set out
when the scheme opens for applications in the coming weeks.

For further details please call the DCMS press office on 020 7211 2210.



The government is finalising guidance for a phased return of the performing
arts sectors that will be published shortly. The government is working with
the sectors to get it back up and running as soon as it is safe to do so and
is being guided by medical experts.

Further quotes:

Alex Beard, Chief Executive Royal Opera House, said:

The Royal Opera House warmly welcomes the newly announced package
of Government support for the arts sector. This is a vital next
step on the road to recovery for the industry and will help to
support and sustain the UK’s vibrant arts ecology through this
crisis. There is much to achieve over the coming months and this
package of support will be a catalyst for unlocking the
extraordinary creativity embedded in the UK’s world-renowned
creative industries.

Over the months ahead we will need to draw all on our collective
ingenuity and determination to adapt to the realities of re-opening
our theatres. We now look forward to the future and celebrating the
return of our artforms, our community of staff and artists and
importantly, welcoming our audiences back to the Royal Opera House.

Nicola Benedetti said:

This significant investment demonstrates a dedication to humanity
that gives us all hope during times of unimaginable uncertainty. We
will continue to ensure we tell the greatest tales of our past
whilst creating a bold vision for our future.

Neil Constable, CEO, Shakespeare’s Globe, said:

We at Shakespeare’s Globe welcome this significant investment from
the Government in our world-leading theatres and cultural
institutions. As an independent charity, The Globe needs support
throughout this difficult time and will now have the opportunity to
plan to reopen fully by early 2021. We will of course be taking
opportunities, if social distancing allows, to reopen earlier, and
until then this investment allows us to offer our world-class
performances and education online for audiences and students across
the world, before safely bringing our actors, creatives, staff, and
visitors alike together in our wonderful iconic theatres.

Julian Bird, Chief Executive, Society of London Theatre & UK Theatre:



The government’s announcement of a £1.57bn package of support for
the arts, culture and heritage sector in the UK is hugely welcomed
– for the theatre and performing arts sector, we have worked
intensively with DCMS and HMT to seek this clear commitment to our
world-leading industry and we thank them. Venues, producers and the
huge workforce in the theatre sector look forward to clarity of how
these funds will be allocated and invested, so that artists and
organisations can get back to work as soon as possible. Our
industry’s united ambition is to be able to play its vital role in
the nation’s economic and social recovery and this investment will
allow us to do so.

Sir Ian Blatchford Chair of the National Museums Directors Council said:

This is welcome news for the museum sector, both in the scale of
funding and as a strategic commitment to our role in the life of
the country.

Mark Cornell, Group Chief Executive of Ambassador Theatre Group, said:

I am thrilled to see the government intervene in such a decisive
fashion to protect our nation’s cultural capital. Since the
beginning of the pandemic, the Treasury and DCMS have demonstrated
their significant commitment to the arts. The Job Retention Scheme
was a major supporting initiative, and this substantial financial
package is another key milestone. No doubt this will give
institutions across the arts, culture and heritage sector a welcome
shot of confidence.

It is essential that these funds are made available to all areas
across the cultural ecosystem, from the subsidised sector to
independent contractors, artists, producers, technicians and venue
operators. This is an important step towards securing the future of
Britain’s cultural life and I’m very grateful to the Secretary of
State and his team for their determination and perseverance in
bringing this about. We now need to unite to restore audience
confidence and work in close partnership with the health
authorities to remount British theatre as soon as is appropriately
possible.

Mark Davyd, Music Venue Trust:

Music Venue Trust warmly welcomes this unprecedented intervention
into Britain’s world class live music scene. We’d like to thank the
Secretary of State and the team at DCMS for the opportunity to work
closely together throughout this crisis to develop genuine
solutions to the challenges faced by grassroots music venues. This



fund provides the opportunity to stabilise and protect our vibrant
and vital network of venues and gives us the time we need to create
a plan to safely reopen live music.

Lord Grade said:

This announcement is more than a life line for the arts in these
challenging times, it represents an unprecedented investment. It
demonstrates that this government understands the importance of our
cultural assets and activities. Given the many calls on the public
purse in this crisis, it will come as a massive relief to the
sector, public and private. Three cheers.

Playwright James Graham said:

I am so incredibly grateful that the government has listened to the
outpouring of not only concerns but also of great passion from
audiences and artists over the threat to a much-loved part of our
national life. Theatres and live performance venues play a vital
economic and social role not just in places like London’s West End,
but in every town and city across the country, and I am so relieved
that Oliver Dowden, DCMS, and the Treasury recognise that this is a
prize worth saving and celebrating.

In normal times, we are a profitable and world-beating industry,
and we can be again. The scale and the ambition of this package is
incredibly welcome and I have to say a huge relief to the hundreds
of thousands of skilled workers (not to mention millions of
audience members) who want to be able to get British culture back
up and thriving as soon as it is safe to do so.

Nigel Higgins, chair, and Alistair Spalding, assistant director and CEO,
Sadler’s Wells, said:

We welcome the rescue package for the arts sector that has been
announced today. We appreciate the many demands on the Government
as a result of the coronavirus crisis, and are grateful that they
have recognised the local and national benefits theatres like
Sadler’s Wells provide, and that support in this time is critical
to our survival as ticket sales and other income sources have
disappeared during the lockdown.

This package will help Sadler’s Wells and organisations like ours
to survive the immediate impacts of the crisis, but also put us in
readiness to welcome back audiences, artists, and participants as
soon as we can safely reopen our theatres. We are confident with
this investment we will be able to support the national economic



recovery through the employment we create for staff and
freelancers, and we will continue to support the cultural life,
health and well-being of the countless people and communities
Sadler’s Wells and the arts sector touch each year.

Sheku Kanneh-Mason said:

I am thrilled to hear of this support by the government for the
Arts in this country. Music, art and the performing arts are
critical for the vitality of our diverse cultural life. As artists
we are desperate to return to what we love doing and to share the
richness of our creative sector. That is why this news is so
encouraging.

Ros Kerslake Chief Executive of the National Lottery Heritage Fund:

We warmly welcome this outstanding rescue package for heritage and
culture. We look forward to working with others to ensure that this
funding helps secure the future of heritage in the face of the
unprecedented challenges from COVID 19.

Andrew Lloyd Webber said:

This news is truly welcome at a time when so many theatres,
orchestras, entertainment venues and other arts organisations face
such a bleak future. I know how hard Oliver Dowden has worked to
secure this support. It is absolutely critical that Britain’s
cultural sector is restored to health as soon as possible, and I
look forward to seeing the details of the rescue package and
working further with Oliver and the Government to get all of
Britain’s theatres – both large and small – open as soon as
possible.

RSC Executive Director, Catherine Mallyon and Artistic Director, Gregory
Doran said:

We are very pleased and relieved to hear news of the government’s
support package and investment in the arts and culture sector
during this critical time. Thank you to the DCMS, HM Treasury and
the many people in the sector who have worked together to
demonstrate the critical role the arts play in our economic well
being and public life.

We hope this investment will provide meaningful support for the
whole sector: for the skilled workforce who create world-class
theatre, and for theatres and companies at every scale throughout



the UK. We are all ready to be part of a powerful civic, emotional
and economic recovery for the country, and will be invaluable
contributors to the UK’s ability to re-emerge from the pandemic
locally, nationally and on a world stage.

We look forward to receiving the details of the support package
when we will see in full how this will help the survival of the
sector, and support our next steps to welcoming audiences back to
live theatre.

Mark Pemberton, Association of British Orchestras said:

The ABO hugely welcomes the announcement of the government’s
significant additional investment in the arts. Orchestras and their
musicians have been hard-hit by the Covid-19 crisis, from the
cancellation of tours to Asia in January, followed by the enforced
shutdown of concert halls across the UK in March. With a year of
lost income in prospect, this much-needed investment, and the
guidance for reopening, will help get orchestras back to work,
starting behind closed doors this summer, and on to the point when
we can welcome audiences both here and abroad, we hope, later this
year.

Sir Simon Rattle, Music Director London Symphony Orchestra, said:

This is wonderful news and a huge relief for us all. This generous
investment is both enormously welcome and desperately needed. Now
that our survival is no longer at risk, we can start rebuilding our
cultural life.

We are an immensely interconnected industry, so it is important
that these funds percolate from the grassroots up, so that the
whole landscape can be nourished, and we hope it will be
distributed as fast as possible. Preferably faster, as so many
institutions and individual artists have been staring into the
abyss.

Let’s work together with the government and scientists to get
everything up and running once more, and most importantly, to start
performing to live audiences throughout the country. We can now
focus on serving the entire community and celebrate the richness of
our cultural heritage.

Ben Roberts, BFI Chief Executive, said:

This is very welcome news for our independent cinemas, who play a
vital cultural role across the country. Today’s announcement will



help many of them to reopen soon and safely for audiences and
staff, and bring communities and film lovers together again. We are
grateful to Government for recognising the importance of our film
culture.

Tamara Rojo, Artistic Director and Lead Principal dancer of English National
Ballet, said:

The Arts contribute so much to the social and economic fabric of
our society. There was an urgent need for action and I am delighted
and relieved that the Government has listened and responded. This
package gives our sector a fighting chance of survival.

We are looking forward to seeing further details on the guidance
for the phased return of the performing arts and thrilled to be on
the road to bringing our dancers, performances and audiences back
safely.

Sir Nicholas Serota, Chair, Arts Council England, said:

We greatly welcome this very significant investment by the
government in the future of arts and culture in this country and
look forward to working with them on next steps. I know our amazing
artists and creative organisations will repay the faith that the
government has shown by demonstrating the range of their
creativity, by serving their communities and by helping the nation
recover as we emerge from the pandemic.

Duncan Wilson, Historic England’s Chief Executive, said:

Covid-19 has hit all sectors of our economy hard, including our
heritage. The historic places that help define our country are at
risk of being lost forever. This emergency funding package from the
Government, including £50m for heritage put at risk during the
pandemic, will be a lifeline for our sector, kickstarting repair
works at our historic sites which matter most to local communities.
It also helps the organisations which look after so many of our
precious historic sites, and protects livelihoods of skilled craft
workers and businesses hit hardest by the pandemic. It will help to
secure a sustainable future for the sector and those working in it,
often with years of irreplaceable experience.

Ruth Wilson said:

I and everybody in the arts community have been hoping for this
response from our government and we are incredibly grateful. This



will be an extraordinary lifeline to everyone in the industry, from
the actors to carpenters, to stage door managers, to musicians,
make-up artists and all the freelancers that are the beating heart
of our profession. The Arts are such an important part of the
British economy and our society and whilst we know there are still
challenging times ahead, this provides the opportunity for the
industry to get back on its feet and come back stronger.

PM words for NHS birthday: 5 July 2020

This year has seen the NHS gallantly respond to the greatest challenge it has
ever faced and rightly receive unprecedented support.

Week after week, we saw people take to their doorsteps, line the streets,
lean precariously out of rainbow-bedecked windows to clap their hands and
bang their saucepans to show their appreciation.

I am proud to be once again clapping for our heroic NHS staff, alongside
Anne-Marie Plas who launched this inspirational initiative.

I am also celebrating today with staff from St Thomas’ Hospital who, quite
simply, saved my life.

As we mark seventy-two years of the NHS, I want to say how thankful I am of
this world leading institution.

As Prime Minister, I have given the NHS a £34 billion funding increase, the
biggest in decades, and made sure it has every penny it needs to cope with
coronavirus.

I’m immensely proud that the organisation built by Beveridge, Bevan, Willink,
Godber, and so many others, has grown into the spritely seventy-two year old
we see today.

PE and Sport Premium for schools
confirmed

The Education Secretary has announced that schools in England will benefit
from £320 million from the PE and Sport Premium during the academic year
2020-21.
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The PE and Sport Premium is designed to help children get an active start in
life, supporting primary schools to improve the quality of their PE and sport
provision so that pupils experience the benefits of regular exercise – from
becoming healthier both mentally and physically to improved behaviour and
better academic achievement.

Gavin Williamson has today (Sunday 5 July) confirmed that funding for the PE
and Sport Premium, which was doubled in 2017, will once again continue at
this higher rate of £320 million next year. It builds on the ambitious School
Sport and Activity Action Plan launched last year and underlines the
importance of PE and sport in the Government’s manifesto.

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson, said:

During these challenging times, it has become clearer to me than
ever the importance of keeping active and how it benefits not just
our physical health but also our ability to pay attention, our mood
and our mental health too.

Every family will have had a different experience of the pandemic,
and I know that many children will have missed time spent outdoors
with their friends – that’s why it’s so important that ahead of a
full return to school in September, schools get the certainty they
need to prepare their PE and sports activities for next year.

The Department for Education has also confirmed today that any PE and Sport
Premium funding from the current academic year (2019-20) that schools were
unable to use as a result of the coronavirus pandemic can be brought forward
to use in the next academic year, giving school leaders an opportunity to
develop or add to their existing provision, or to make improvements that will
benefit pupils joining the school in future years.

The PE and Sport Premium is a ring-fenced grant for English primary schools
to provide additional and sustainable improvements to the quality of PE,
sport and physical activity. Allocations to schools are determined by a
formula based on pupil numbers. The average one form entry primary school
will receive roughly £18,000 per year.

Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, Oliver Dowden,
said:

Being active is absolutely vital for our children’s mental and
physical health. This £320m package will ensure sport is provided
in primary schools throughout the country so children get their 60
active minutes a day. I’m grateful to all those in sport who have
stepped up with workout videos and ideas to keep families healthy
over the last few months, as it’s clear getting Britain fit is part
of the Covid fightback.



Public Health Minister Jo Churchill said:

The physical and mental benefits of regular exercise can never be
underestimated, and I believe all children should have the chance
to have fun playing sport and enjoy high quality PE lessons.

Lockdown has been a testing time for many of us, not least for
children who have had their usual routines turned upside down, and
I’m delighted they’ll be able to benefit from new and improved
sporting opportunities once they’re back in school.

Sue Wilkinson MBE, CEO of Association for Physical Education said:

afPE is delighted that the Department for Education has announced
the continued funding of the Primary PE and Sport Premium, for the
next academic year.

The Government’s commitment since 2013 has demonstrated the
importance of physical education and school sport and in light of
current circumstances further investment is crucial. This
acknowledgment is testament to its importance in ensuring the best
outcomes for all children and young people are achieved. We know
this investment will have a significant impact on teachers’
confidence and competence.

Youth Sport Trust Chief Executive Ali Oliver said:

As young people return to school, their wellbeing will be one of
the biggest priorities in education. Sport and Physical Education
have an essential role to play in children’s recovery, particularly
following a period of lockdown which has seen too many either
become less active or completely inactive.

We are delighted that the primary PE and Sport Premium for 2020/21
has been confirmed at this critical time. Many primary schools will
be using this funding to improve provision of PE and sport and to
develop teachers’ confidence to deliver it, positioning PE and
sport at the core of schools’ work to improve pupils’ health,
wellbeing and ability to learn.

Sport England’s Chief Executive Tim Hollingsworth said:

We welcome the confirmation of the investment into primary schools
for PE, school sport, activity and play. It’s never been more
needed given the massive disruption to children’s activity levels
during lockdown with our research showing that the number of
children meeting the Chief Medical Officer’s guidelines has dropped



from almost 47% to 19%. Over a third of children say they’ve had
less chance to be active because schools are shut. When schools
return this welcomed investment will play an important part in
encouraging schools to prioritise PE and getting children active –
which is important not just for their physical health but because
being active builds mental resilience and helps children achieve
academically.

Selected sporting events, TV and film
exempt from quarantine

THE Culture Secretary has announced he has brokered agreements
that will allow selected international sporting events and
production on some of the biggest film and television productions
to get underway safely this summer, in a major boost for the
country and our economy.

A number of sports stars and their support teams, alongside international
film and high-end television stars, directors and producers, will be exempt
from quarantine – where they are essential to the event or production.

Sporting authorities, event organisers and the screen industry will need to
follow Government covid secure guidance and put in place stringent protocols
to ensure that they have a minimal impact on public health.

Exempted individuals will live and work in controlled “bubbled” environments
behind closed doors.

The measures for sporting events in England mean that Silverstone, in the
year of the 70th anniversary of the British Grand Prix, will be able to stage
races on 2 and 9 August.

It also provides the green light for a summer of international cricket,
Champions League and Europa League football, the PGA British Masters
Championship and the World Snooker Championships to take place. Other major
darts, horse racing and other sporting events are also expected to follow.

Exemptions will be limited to those essential to staging these events,
including the sports stars, event officials, coaches, medics, mechanics and
incoming members of the media.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden said:

I’m very pleased that we’ve agreed exemptions from border health
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measures for a limited number of athletes and events staff, which
means the British summer of sport is back on.

I am grateful to the sports governing bodies who have worked
closely with us to put in place stringent protocols to ensure these
events can go ahead safely.

It will mean that fans of the British Grand Prix, international
cricket and Champions League football can look forward to yet more
sporting action on home soil – a further boost to our national
recovery.

As a kick-start for the UK’s world-leading screen industries, new government
guidance will also be published this week that will allow small numbers of
essential cast and crew to travel to the UK without having to quarantine for
fourteen days.

It means production can safely get going on some of the biggest international
blockbusters being filmed on our shores.

This week the Culture Secretary spoke to American actor and director Tom
Cruise about how the exemption will allow production to resume on Mission
Impossible 7 and 8, which are being shot at the Warner Bros. Studios
Leavesden in Hertfordshire.

Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden added:

The world’s biggest blockbusters and high-end TV shows are made in
Britain.

Our creativity, expertise and highly successful tax reliefs for our
screen industries means that we are an in-demand location that in
turn delivers a great return for our economy.

We want the industry to bounce back and exempting small numbers of
essential cast and crew from quarantine is part of our continued
commitment to getting cameras rolling safely again.

This is welcome news not just for film lovers but the thousands
employed across the screen industries and the sectors it supports.

The exemption applies to those individuals coming into England specifically



to work on film and television productions which qualify as British under one
of the government’s cultural tests or official co-production treaties.

Any such individuals will be required to remain for 14 days within a ‘bubble’
that includes only their place of accommodation and production location.

The screen industry has made considerable progress preparing to resume work,
including through the BFI’s industry COVID-19 Screen Sector Task Force and
the swift delivery of the British Film Commission’s new production guidance.

The exemption recognises the ability of international productions to isolate
cast and crew from the general public, and that individual studios and
production companies have developed practical solutions for safe working
practices, including rolling out new training programmes for screen industry
workers filming in studios and on location.

Adrian Wootton OBE, Chief Executive of the British Film
Commission, said:

Today’s immensely welcome news is also a clear recognition of the
importance of the film and high-end TV inward investment sector to
the UK’s economy. The sector was worth over £3bn in 2019, and has a
clear role to play in our economic recovery following the lockdown.

While the British Film Commission COVID-19 production guidance
published last month is already helping to restart production
safely, this considered exemption will allow international cast and
crew back in the country, and back on set, to continue work on the
blockbuster films and high-end TV productions at our biggest studio
facilities.

Ben Roberts, BFI Chief Executive, said:

It’s great news that film and television production have been
granted quarantine exemption, one of the key outcomes from the work
of the BFI’s Screen Sector Task Force, which in tandem with the
UK’s COVID-19 industry guidance, means that film and television
productions that are reliant on international talent, will be able
to go ahead, generating jobs and securing a pipeline of new work
for those working across the wider industry.

Film and television are worth £9.9 billion to the UK economy and
being able to get production back up and running as quickly as
possible is going to help our industry and its 77,000 production
workers contribute to the UK’s economic recovery.

https://www.bfi.org.uk/supporting-uk-film/british-certification-tax-relief


The announcement follows the Government’s latest review of its public health
measures for all UK arrivals from overseas, and marks the latest phase of the
measured approach around easing the burdens of lockdown in a way that is
expected to keep the R rate, the average number of secondary infections
produced by 1 infected person, down.

Notes to editors:

The Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport has published a range of
guidance in relation to elite sport over recent weeks.

On 13 May ‘stage one’ guidance was published, outlining conditions for a
return to individual performance training at official elite training venues
while maintaining social distancing from teammates and other people outside
their households. This included safeguards such as the deep cleaning of
facilities and the screening of athletes and staff for coronavirus symptoms
before they can enter the training venue by an appropriately trained
healthcare professional.

On 25 May, DCMS published ‘stage two’ guidance, outlining the conditions for
elite athletes to resume competitive, close contact training at official
elite training venues, so that players could get match fit under carefully
controlled medical conditions.

On 30 May, DCMS published ‘stage three’ guidance – the conditions for elite
athletes and professional sportsmen and women to resume competitive sport
behind closed doors safely in England from 1 June. This opened the door for
the first domestic live action in almost three months.

Stage four guidance, which will outline the conditions, facilities and
processes that will need to be implemented for all cross-border sporting
competition to take place behind closed doors, will be published in due
course.

Individuals will be required to carry a letter from the studio responsible
for the production which must include the following information: name; date
of birth; passport number; UK address; production dates and location; contact
phone number for the relevant studio; and DCMS certificate number to prove
that the production has qualified as British and therefore meets the terms of
the exemption.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-announces-new-public-health-measures-for-all-uk-arrivals
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/home-secretary-announces-new-public-health-measures-for-all-uk-arrivals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation/elite-sport-return-to-training-guidance-stage-two
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-gives-green-light-to-resumption-of-compeitive-sport-behind-closed-doors

