
Dental merger raises competition
concerns in parts of Yorkshire and
Derbyshire

Press release

An initial investigation by the CMA into an acquisition of dental practices
has found competition concerns in parts of Doncaster, Yorkshire and Alfreton,
Derbyshire.
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The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) carried out a Phase 1
investigation into the completed purchase of Dental Partners Group Limited
(Dental Partners) by Riviera Bidco Limited (Riviera) – owner of existing
dental practice operator Rodericks Dental Limited (Rodericks).

The investigation looked at the potential impact of the merger in the areas
where both businesses currently offer NHS or private dental treatments. While
sufficient competition will remain after the merger in most cases, the CMA
found that the merger would raise competition concerns in the provision of
general NHS dental treatments, such as check-ups and fillings, in areas
within Doncaster and Alfreton.

The removal of Dental Partners as an independent competitor could lead to
reduced choice for patients in these two areas, where the availability of NHS
dental appointments is already limited.

Prior to the conclusion of the investigation, the businesses accepted that
the merger would raise concerns in these 2 areas and asked the CMA to move
straight to a discussion of potential remedies to address these concerns.

Riviera now has 5 working days to formally offer proposals to the CMA to
address the competition concerns identified. The CMA would then have a
further 5 working days to consider whether to accept these in principle
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instead of referring the case to a Phase 2 investigation.

Sorcha O’Carroll, CMA Senior Director of Mergers, said:

Residents in parts of Doncaster and Alfreton rely on accessing
quality NHS dental treatment when it is needed – we’re looking at
this deal to ensure this can continue.

It’s now for the businesses involved to address our concerns, to
prevent a loss of competition in these areas and resolve any need
for further investigation.

For more information please see the Riviera Bidco Limited / Dental Partners
Group Limited case page.

More information on the CMA’s fast track procedure can be found in1.
section 7 of Mergers: Guidance on the CMA’s jurisdiction and procedure.

The CMA is, in most cases, required to issue a Phase 1 decision within2.
40 working days. Merging parties are required to formally offer proposed
remedies (undertakings in lieu (UILs)) within 5 working days after
receiving the CMA’s Phase 1 decision and the CMA then decides, within 10
working days after the Phase 1 decision, whether to provisionally accept
the UILs offered. The CMA then has 50 working days (subject to an
extension of up to 40 working days) to consider whether to finally
accept these remedies.

The CMA’s concerns relate to the provision of NHS treatment by the3.
parties within parts of Doncaster, Yorkshire and Alfreton, Derbyshire.
The cost of treatments through these appointments is strictly regulated
by the NHS – so patients will pay the same if they are able to get
treatment.

All enquiries from journalists should be directed to the CMA press4.
office by email on press@cma.gov.uk or by phone on 020 3738 6460.

All enquiries from the general public should be directed to the CMA’s5.
General Enquiries team on general.enquiries@cma.gov.uk or 020 3738 6000.
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STEP forward to fusion

UK Atomic Energy Authority has confirmed several partners this month to help
advance its ambitious STEP (Spherical Tokamak for Energy Production)
programme as it seeks to demonstrate the commercial viability of fusion
energy.

Led by Atkins and energy transition specialists Assystem, the Tranche 1
Engineering Delivery Partner will play a critical role in STEP’s ambitions to
design and build a commercial-scale prototype fusion energy plant through to
March 2024. The partners will inform the development of the concept design
for STEP, which is one of the programme’s key objectives in Tranche 1.

Tristram Denton, Head of Commercial and Programme Development for STEP, said:
“Fusion has great potential to deliver safe, sustainable, low carbon energy
for generations to come, and STEP is leading the way. It’s an ambitious
programme operating at the forefront of science, technology and engineering.

“It’s clear we must make significant changes to address the effects of
climate change, and STEP’s delivery partners will play a crucial role in our
quest to making fusion a reality.”

Meanwhile, UKAEA has teamed up with Oxford Sigma (OS), Frazer-Nash
Consultancy (FNC) and TÜV UK to train the next generation of fusion engineers
in tackling the engineering challenges of commercial fusion energy.

Training material developed in conjunction with UKAEA’s partners will ensure
fusion engineers are equipped with state-of-the-art skills on designing for,
and mitigating against, radiation damage in fusion energy devices.

Terry Thompson, STEP Control Systems Lead, UKAEA, said: “Through UKAEA’s
collaboration with OS, FNC and TÜV UK we have managed to bring together a
body of material which represents the leading edge in relation to
international understanding of radiation effects and good design practices,
which will drive forward the development of the first fusion power plants and
fusion energy as a commercial reality.”

Mark Anderton, Engineer at Oxford Sigma, added: “The skills and guidance
provided in the training package we’ve produced in partnership with UKAEA,
Frazer-Nash, and TÜV UK are invaluable resources for the next generation of
engineers. It is an exciting step forward in achieving fusion whilst
simultaneously supporting the young people tasked with our future.”

The announcement of STEP’s site location is expected later this year
following UKAEA’s recommendation to the Secretary of State for the Department
of Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy.

The STEP site will become a global hub for a wide range of engineering,
technological and scientific expertise, leading to massive economic
opportunities for the UK.
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For further information, visit: step.ukaea.uk

Government seeks views on reducing
livestock methane production

The UK Government has today launched a UK-wide call for evidence asking
agricultural industry, scientists and the wider public for information on the
use of new types of animal feed products that can reduce methane emissions
from livestock.

Ruminant livestock – cows and sheep – are the leading cause of farm
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. However, feed products with methane
inhibiting properties have shown potential in reducing reduce GHG emissions,
especially from housed cattle. These products may include ingredients like
methane production inhibitors, seaweeds, essential oils, organic acids,
probiotics, and antimicrobials.

The consultation has been launched in agreement with the Devolved
Administrations of Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The governments are
seeking to find out how farmers and agri-businesses can increase adoption of
this technology to support more sustainable protein production. It will
consider the current role of feed additives within our farming systems, and
the potential barriers that could prevent the introduction of methane
suppressing feed products in both the near and long-term future.

In 2019, agriculture accounted for 10% of total UK greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, with methane accounting for approximately 54% of agricultural
emissions. The UK Government has set an ambitious target to achieve net-zero
GHG emissions across the whole UK economy by 2050. To meet this target all
sectors must reduce their GHG emissions.

Agricultural greenhouse gas emissions have reduced by 16% since 1990 (as of
2020) thanks to innovation and advances in technology, with many farms using
more efficient agricultural practices. Government emissions and production
statistics suggest that since 1990 we are producing a litre of milk with 21%
less GHG emissions. Efficiency gains in dairy farming mean that we are now
producing 11% more milk than we were in 2000 with 24% fewer cows.

Farming Minister, Victoria Prentis said:

“We’ve set out ambitious targets to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions
by 2050 and it’s right to consider how we can help farmers produce food
sustainably and reduce emissions from agriculture further.

“Well managed livestock can provide various environmental benefits and meat
and dairy can both be an important part of a balanced diet. Through this call
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for evidence we’ll better understand the promising role emerging feed
additive technologies for cattle could play and how government can help drive
its development.”

Minister for Rural Affairs Lesley Griffiths said:

“We need to develop a resilient and prosperous agriculture sector which
reduces its carbon emissions and greenhouse gases through a range of
approaches including the possibility of adoption of important technologies.
We want to work with our farmers and industry to achieve this and I encourage
everyone involved in the industry in Wales to respond to the call for
evidence.”

Scotland’s Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and Islands, Mairi
Gougeon, said:

“The Scottish Government has ambitious climate change targets and, to meet
them, agriculture in Scotland needs to reduce its emissions by 31% from 2019
levels by 2032. Methane is a potent greenhouse gas and therefore methane
reducing feed additives have the potential to be a crucial part of the
solutions that the agriculture sector needs to deploy towards achieving our
climate ambitions.

“That is why I welcome this four nations effort to improve our understanding
of the use of this innovative new technology in the sector, which will inform
each government’s approach to future policy-making in this area. I would
encourage the Scottish farming community to respond to the call for evidence
and make their views known.”

Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs Minister Edwin Poots
MLA said:

“Following my consultation on future agricultural policy for Northern Ireland
earlier this year, I announced that the use of feed additives to reduce
enteric methane emissions, nitrogen and phosphorus outputs would be
progressed by collaborative industry research. This UK wide call for evidence
will provide further guidance to guide us along the path to reduced methane
emissions from our livestock industry.”

While food choices can have an impact on greenhouse gas emissions, well
managed livestock also provide environmental benefits such as supporting
biodiversity, protecting the character of the countryside and generating
important income for rural communities.

A robust approval process is adopted for these products and takes into
consideration the health and welfare of the animals, food safety and
implications for human health and the wider environmental impact of these
products.

On 27 June 2019, the UK became the first major economy in the world to set a
legally binding target to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions from
across the whole UK economy by 2050. The UK was also amongst the first



signatories of the Global Methane Pledge launched at COP26, aiming to reduce
global methane emissions by at least 30% by 2030, against 2020 levels.

As part of the effort to achieve our net zero ambitions, the UK Government
and the Devolved Governments are considering a wide range of measures to
reduce emissions from our agricultural sectors. The use of feed additives and
other animal feed with methane suppressing properties have been shown to
potentially reduce methane emissions, especially from dairy and beef cattle,
and is one such measure being explored.

One week left to update post-16 Child
Benefit claims

While young people are considering their future beyond their GCSE or Scottish
National Certificate results, HMRC is asking parents and carers to make sure
they update their Child Benefit records by 31 August, or risk seeing their
payments end.

HMRC has written to 1.3 million parents and carers of children, who are in
the last year of school or education, to remind them to update their Child
Benefit records. More than 600,000 families have already notified HMRC, but
many have yet to do so.

Parents and carers can update their Child Benefit records using their
Personal Tax Account on GOV.UK, by returning a completed copy of the form
they were sent earlier in the year, or by telephone.

Angela MacDonald, HMRC’s Deputy Chief Executive and Second Permanent
Secretary, said:

Child Benefit provides vital financial support for families and we
want to make sure no-one misses out because they haven’t updated
their details on time.

The quickest way to notify HMRC is via your Personal Tax Account
online, or search ‘child benefit when your child turns 16’ on
GOV.UK for more information or further options for contacting us.

Child Benefit is paid to eligible parents or carers who are responsible for a
child under 16, or under 20 if they are in full-time non-advanced education
or approved training. This includes A-levels/ Scottish Highers, NVQs up to
Level 3, or certain traineeships – check GOV.UK for a list of approved
courses and training schemes.
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Visit GOV.UK to find out more about Child Benefit for 16 to 19-year olds

A list of full-time non-advanced education and approved training can be found
on GOV.UK. It does not include university degrees, or equivalent, as these
are considered “advanced” education.

If parents or carers have an income over £50,000 (or their partner does) and
receive Child Benefit, they may have to pay the High Income Child Benefit
Charge via an annual Self Assessment tax return. More information on this can
be found on GOV.UK.

Child Benefit is worth £21.80 per week for a first child and £14.45 for each
additional child. There’s no limit to the number of children you can claim
for. Making a Child Benefit claim also ensures you qualify for National
Insurance credits, which contribute towards your State Pension and can, in
some circumstances, be transferred to a grandparent or other family member
who helps with childcare – known as Specified Adult Childcare Credits (SACC).

The government is offering help for households – check online to find out
what cost of living support you could be eligible for.

Companies House will soon be
introducing a new WebFiling account

News story

The new WebFiling account will have more functionality with improved security
features, and is the first step in creating a single sign-in across all
Companies House services.

Your new WebFiling account will have improved security features and will give
you more freedom to self-manage your account.

New benefits include:
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multi-factor authentication
the ability to link your company to your WebFiling account to give you
more control over your filings
the ability to digitally authorise people to file on your behalf on
WebFiling, and to remove authorisation
easily seeing who’s digitally authorised to file for your company
an option to sign up to emails to help you with the running of your
company

Once you’ve linked your company to your account, you will not need to enter
your authentication code every time you file online.

If you own or file on behalf of more than one company, you’ll be able to
manage all your companies from one account.

Once the new account is introduced, you’ll also be able to digitally
authorise yourself and other directors to file for your new company as part
of the online incorporation process.

This is the first step in creating a single sign-in across all Companies
House services, and it’s an important milestone in our 2020 to 2025 strategy.

When you log in to WebFiling after the new account has been introduced,
you’ll need to give us some additional details to enable multi-factor
authentication on your existing account. You will not need to sign up for a
new account, and you’ll be able to use your existing email address and
password.

Once you’ve done this, you’ll be able to access all the benefits of your
WebFiling account.

If you do not have a WebFiling account, you do not need to do anything at
this time. If you sign up for a WebFiling account in the future, you’ll have
access to these benefits.

If you have a Find and update company information service account, this
account will not be affected by these changes at this time.

Changes to your WebFiling account
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