
Reappointment of a Lay Commissioner of
the Judicial Appointments Commission

News story

Her Majesty the Queen, on the advice of the Lord Chancellor, has approved the
reappointment of Susan Hoyle as a Lay Commissioner of the Judicial
Appointments Commission.

Susan Hoyle has been reappointed as a Lay Commissioner of the Judicial
Appointments Commission (JAC) for 3 years commencing 1 August 2022.

The JAC is an independent body that selects candidates for judicial office in
courts and tribunals in England and Wales, and for some tribunals with UK-
wide jurisdiction. Candidates are selected on merit, through fair and open
competition.

JAC Commissioners are appointed, under Schedule 12(1) of the Constitutional
Reform Act 2005, by Her Majesty the Queen on the recommendation of the Lord
Chancellor. Commissioner appointments comply with the provisions of the
Judicial Appointment Commission Regulations 2013.

Appointments are regulated by the Commissioner for Public Appointments and
recruitment processes comply with the Governance Code on Public Appointments.

Biography

Susan was appointed a Lay Commissioner of the JAC on 1 August 2019. Susan has
held a number of senior executive and non-executive roles mainly in the arts,
including Deputy Secretary-General of Arts Council England and Director of
Clore Leadership. She is a Trustee of the Royal Opera House Covent Garden
Foundation and Chair of its Learning and Participation Committee.
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‘Swimfo’ helps people choose where and
when to swim

Press release

Devon and Cornwall’s coastline is being enjoyed by millions of holidaymakers
and local residents alike this summer.

From May to September each year, water quality at designated bathing water
sites in England is assessed by the Environment Agency

And many of those people have used Swimfo – the Environment Agency’s online
tool. The tool gives up to date information on the water quality of many of
our bathing beaches – to choose where and when to swim.

Using Swimfo you can look up details of the most popular bathing beaches by
name or location. You can then view the latest results of water tests taken
by the Environment Agency.

From May to September each year, water quality at designated bathing water
sites in England is assessed by the Environment Agency. There are 150
designated bathing waters in Devon and Cornwall, more than a third of the
total for England.

Throughout the bathing season, daily pollution risk forecasts are made for a
number of bathing waters.  This is where water quality may be temporarily
reduced due to factors. These factors include; heavy rainfall which has been
the case during the recent heavy rain/thunderstorms, wind, sunlight or the
tide.

When the potential for a temporary reduction in water quality is forecast,
the Environment Agency offers advice against bathing, which is posted on
Swimfo.
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This enables bathers to make informed decisions regarding avoiding times or
locations where the risk of pollution is higher than normal. Also the health
risks from bathing may be higher than the annual classification suggests.

Bruce Newport, Area Environment Manager for Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of
Scilly said:

We are absolutely delighted that the bathing water sample results
we are seeing this year are meeting the standard of previous good
years.

With the south west super busy – and with the Bank Holiday days
away – we encourage people to use Swimfo. The information on there
will help them make an informed decision on where or where not to
bathe.

A Pollution Risk Forecast for a particular bathing water does not
mean there is an actual pollution alert.  The system uses
historical data to forecast whether there could be a pollution
issue.
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Report 08/2022: Collision between a
tram and a cyclist, near Audenshaw
tram stop

Press release

RAIB has today released its report into a collision between a tram and a
cyclist, near Audenshaw tram stop, Manchester, 1 September 2021.
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The tram involved after the accident

R082022_220825_Audenshaw

PDF, 9.38 MB, 55 pages

This file may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.

Request an accessible format.
If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
enquiries@raib.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us
if you say what assistive technology you use.

Summary

At 19:25 hrs on Wednesday 1 September 2021, a child riding a bicycle was
involved in a collision with a tram on the Metrolink system in Manchester.
The collision occurred at a signal-controlled pedestrian crossing located at
the junction of Droylsden Road and Kershaw Lane. The tram was travelling
westbound, on a journey from Ashton-under-Lyne towards Manchester city
centre. The cyclist suffered serious injuries in the collision.

The cyclist had been waiting at a pedestrian refuge positioned in Droylsden
Road. The positioning of this refuge is unusual; despite being located mid-
carriageway, users still need to be aware that traffic may approach from
either direction when making a decision to cross. RAIB’s investigation
concluded that the cyclist, who did not await the Puffin crossing indication
that the road was safe to cross, was probably focused on eastbound road
traffic and he may have been unaware of the westbound tram’s approach at the
moment when he stepped from the pedestrian refuge.

An underlying factor was that the risk assessment processes applied during
the design, construction and opening of the East Manchester Line did not
identify the hazard to pedestrians created by the crossing layout until the
tramway construction was advanced to a point where the design could not be
easily changed.

Recommendations

RAIB has made five recommendations. The first is that Transport for Greater
Manchester (TfGM) and Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council (TMBC) should
review the layout of the crossing in light of this accident. The second
recommendation is that TfGM should review its safety management system to
ensure that adequate processes are in place, both within TfGM and within
contractors employed by TfGM, to identify hazards and control risks at the
design stage of tramway projects. The third recommendation is that the Light
Rail Safety and Standards Board (LRSSB) review the application of road safety
audits as a means to identify and mitigate hazards during tramway development
and construction projects. The fourth recommendation is that Keolis Amey
Metrolink (KAM) should review the operational risk assessments covering the
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operation of trams across the Metrolink network for completeness and
adequacy. The fifth recommendation is that TfGM and KAM review the
reliability, operation and maintenance of the sanding systems and CCTV
systems on M5000 trams.

RAIB also identified a learning point, which reminds duty holders of the
importance of ensuring the transfer of corporate memory, including
documentation and records, during organisational change.

Notes to editors

The sole purpose of RAIB investigations is to prevent future accidents1.
and incidents and improve railway safety. RAIB does not establish blame,
liability or carry out prosecutions.

RAIB operates, as far as possible, in an open and transparent manner.2.
While our investigations are completely independent of the railway
industry, we do maintain close liaison with railway companies and if we
discover matters that may affect the safety of the railway, we make sure
that information about them is circulated to the right people as soon as
possible, and certainly long before publication of our final report.

For media enquiries, please call 01932 440015.3.
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Hundreds of thousands of students
receive GCSE and vocational results

Hundreds of thousands of students receive GCSE and vocational results today
(25 August). It is the first time in three years that students have sat
summer GCSE examinations as the country returns to normality post-Covid.

Students collecting results today will progress to one of a number of high-
quality options including A levels, T Levels or an apprenticeship. From
September there will be 16 T Levels available for young people to study, in
subjects including digital, health, accounting, engineering and construction,
offered at over 175 schools and colleges across England.

Just over three-quarters (75.3%) of GCSE grades for 16-year-olds in England
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are at grade 4 or above, up from 69.9% in 2019 when formal exams last took
place and down from 79.1% in 2021, in line with the policy intent set out
last year.

Top grades for 16 year olds in England have also increased on 2019 as
intended, with 27% of entries achieving a grade 7 and above, up by 5.2
percentage points compared to 2019, and 3 percentage points lower than 2021.

In line with the plans announced last autumn, and as part of the transition
back to pre-pandemic grading levels, overall grades today are higher than in
2019 – recognising the unprecedented disruption students have faced – but
lower than in 2021 when exceptional steps were taken to ensure progression.

Students were supported with a range of adaptations this year including
advance information on the content of some exams, formula sheets and content
optionality for GCSE students while some students doing vocational and
technical qualifications were given longer assessment windows.

This is alongside continued support from our National Tutoring Programme,
through which the government is offering up to 6 million tutoring courses
over the lifetime of the programme. So far over 2 million courses have
started. In AY22/23, government will provide £349 million direct to schools
to subsidise the cost of tutoring.

In recognition of the greater gaps in older pupils’ learning and the lower
amount of time those pupils have left in education, the government is
investing over £800m to increase time in schools and colleges at 16-19 around
40 hours a year from September for all students.

The additional funding schools receive to support pupils’ recovery will also
nearly double for secondary schools from September 2022, with a typical
secondary school set to receive £60,000 for evidence-based activities such as
extra support with English and maths, attendance initiatives and summer
schools, as part of the £1 billion recovery premium.

Education Secretary James Cleverly said:

Students receiving their results today should be extremely proud,
and I want to congratulate them all. The teaching profession has
worked incredibly hard and these results are a testament to the
resilience of both our students and staff.

We have the most exciting range of post-16 options for students to
choose from now, whether that’s one of our exciting new T Levels,
an apprenticeship or A levels. There is an option for everyone.

I wish students the very best of luck, no matter what those next
steps are.

Statistics published today also show:



Entries at grade 4 or above for 16-year-olds in England were 77.2% for
GCSE English and 75.1% for GCSE maths
Attainment gap between boys and girls narrowed compared to 2021 at the
top grades
The proportion of geography and history entries are up by 10.1% and 5.7%
respectively compared to 2019, bringing entries into EBacc subjects to
nearly 4 million
The proportion of grades at 7 and above in independent schools in
England has dropped by 8.3 percentage points on 2021, compared to 2.4
percentage points in academies, narrowing the gap between the two groups
at this grade
369,220 certificates across 141 qualifications have been awarded since
March 2022, 96% of which are Technical Awards taken alongside GCSEs.

There are a wide range of apprenticeship opportunities available to young
people, offering them the chance to earn while they learn and gain the skills
needed to secure exciting careers in anything from space engineering,
teaching, cyber security, nursing, social care or film and TV.

The government is investing nearly £5 billion to support students’ recovery
from the impact of the pandemic, including £1.5 billion for tutoring
programmes.

Separate funding is also being targeted at the areas of the country where
outcomes are weakest through the Government’s 55 Education Investment Areas,
including investment to attract and retain the best teachers through
bursaries and funding to increase the number of schools that can benefit from
the support of a strong trust.

Guide to GCSE results for England,
summer 2022

Students sitting GCSE exams and formal assessments this summer have shown
incredible resilience, and today we celebrate their success. To recognise the
disruption that they have experienced, due to the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic, Ofqual made arrangements with the Department for Education and exam
boards to put in place an unprecedented package of support for students.

This support included some changes to coursework to reflect public health
restrictions in place at the time students were doing their assessments, a
choice of content in some subjects, and formulae and equation sheets were
provided in maths and science. Exam boards also published advance information
in February which gave information about some of the topics that would be in
the exams. This was intended to help students to focus their revision and
make the exams feel less daunting.
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For all subjects, there has been lenient grading, reflecting a staging post
between 2021 and 2019 grades.

Dr Jo Saxton, Chief Regulator, said:

Students collecting GCSE results today can be so proud of their
achievements – a testament to their hard work and resilience over
the past 2 years. I know, from visiting schools and colleges across
England since September, that students and teachers welcome the
return of exams and formal assessments. Students told me that they
wanted the chance to prove themselves in this tried and tested way.

As with A level results, today’s GCSE results are higher overall
than those of 2019, and – as we have always said – lower than in
2021, when there was a different method of assessment. It makes
sense to compare this year’s results with those of 2019 when exams
were last sat. I felt strongly that it would not have been right to
go straight back to pre-pandemic grading in one go but accept that
we do need to continue to take steps back to normality. These
results overall, coming as they do broadly midway between 2021 and
2019, represent a staging post on that journey.

Key points

This is the first summer exam series since 2019. Today’s results should1.
not be compared to 2020 or 2021, because of the different methods of
assessment.

Overall GCSE results are higher than in 2019. Outcomes at grade 7 and2.
above are 26.0% compared with 20.6% in 2019, and outcomes at grade 4 and
above are 73.0% compared with 67.0% in 2019.

The results for GCSE French and German reflect the adjustments we3.
required exam boards to make, following our announcement that we would
aim to better align grade standards with Spanish

Today (25 August 2022) we are publishing:

As in a typical year, the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) has
published results in England for GCSE, overall and by subject. These results
are also shown in our interactive visualisation.

Centre type results
Ofqual has updated its interactive visualisation to show GCSE results for
different types of school and college compared to previous years, overall and
by subject. The centre type categories are based on the national centre

https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/23/looking-ahead-to-gcses-level-1-and-level-2-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-results/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2022/08/23/looking-ahead-to-gcses-level-1-and-level-2-vocational-and-technical-qualifications-results/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inter-subject-comparability-in-gcse-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inter-subject-comparability-in-gcse-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.jcq.org.uk/
https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/apps/GCSE/Outcomes/
https://analytics.ofqual.gov.uk/apps/GCSE/CentreType/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/general-regulations/national-centre-number-ncn-register/#:~:text=OCR%20manages%20the%20National%20Centre,held%20in%20their%20internal%20systems


number (NCN) register and are self-reported by centres.

Overall results for all types of schools and colleges are higher than in 2019
at grade 7 and above. The extent to which outcomes have changed relative to
2019 is likely, in part, to reflect longstanding differences in the pattern
of results for different centre types. This summer results will also reflect
any differential impact of the pandemic.

Cumulative percentage outcomes by centre type – grade 7 and above

Centre type 2019 2021 2022
Academies 20.7 28.0 25.6
Free schools 20.6 29.2 25.5
FE establishment 1.0 2.2 1.5
Independent 47.0 61.2 53.0
Other 7.2 12.7 10.3
Secondary comprehensive 18.5 26.0 23.3
Secondary modern 13.6 20.0 16.7
Secondary selective 58.1 68.5 66.2
Sixth form college 1.4 3.3 2.4
Tertiary college 1.9 3.5 2.9

At grade 4 and above results for different types of school and college vary
relative to 2019. This is likely to reflect the changing cohort in some types
of centre. For example, there is a much smaller post-16 cohort this summer,
and these learners typically make up the majority of the entries in further
education establishments and colleges.

Cumulative percentage outcomes by centre type – grade 4 and above

Centre type 2019 2021 2022
Academies 69.2 78.2 74.5
Free schools 69.2 78.7 73.9
FE establishment 24.0 37.9 23.4
Independent 90.1 95.5 92.5
Other 37.3 54.2 43.2
Secondary comprehensive 67.6 77.3 73.3
Secondary modern 61.7 71.6 67.5
Secondary selective 96.9 98.8 97.9
Sixth form college 31.2 47.6 27.4
Tertiary college 27.0 42.1 25.4

Centre variability
Ofqual’s interactive visualisation shows the level of variation in schools’
and colleges’ GCSE results compared to 2019. We know that, in any year,
individual schools and colleges may see variation in the proportion of
students achieving particular grades compared to previous years. This can be
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due to many different factors, including differences in the mix of students
entered for particular qualifications, different teaching approaches, changes
in teaching staff or teaching time, and changes to qualifications. This year,
the approach to grading is also more lenient than pre-pandemic.

In general, there is slightly more variation in centres’ results. This is not
surprising, given that comparisons are being made over a longer time period
(3 years). Our interactive visualisation allows users to explore variation in
centres’ results for different age groups and sizes of centres.

Equalities analyses
Now that results have been issued, Ofqual will be repeating the equalities
analyses we published in 2020 and 2021. It was not possible for us to
complete this analysis ahead of results being issued, because final data from
exams is only available very close to results days. We will publish this as
soon as we can, in the autumn.

In 2020 and 2021, this analysis considered whether the gaps between the
results for different groups of students, which are observed in years when
exams go ahead, had changed. This summer the same assessment arrangements
have applied to all students. Any changes in the differences in outcomes for
students with different protected characteristics are likely due to other
factors, such as the impact of the pandemic.

Grade boundaries
Exam boards have set grade boundaries this summer based on a combination of
qualitative and quantitative evidence. As in previous years when exams took
place, there has been an important role for examiner judgement in reviewing
the quality of students’ work.

In general, grade boundaries are lower this summer than in 2019. This is not
surprising given the lenient approach to grading. Not all grade boundaries
are lower than 2019 though, since the position of the boundaries also
reflects the difficulty of the assessment. The assessment arrangements in a
number of GCSE subjects were also different this summer – for example, there
was a choice of content in some subjects. For these specifications, direct
comparisons between grade boundaries this summer and in 2019 cannot be made.

GCSE French and German
In 2019 we announced that we would seek to align grade standards in GCSE
French and German with Spanish, following the conclusion of our inter-subject
comparability work. This summer we required exam boards to make an upward
adjustment in both French and German at grades 9, 7 and 4. This was taken
into account during awarding and is reflected in the outcomes. We will review
this and consider whether any further adjustments are required in future
series.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inter-subject-comparability-in-gcse-modern-foreign-languages
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/inter-subject-comparability-in-gcse-modern-foreign-languages

