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Thank you very much Volodymyr and thank you to the people of Ukraine for the
incredible honour that you have done me which is a recognition of the efforts
of the UK.

When you rang me at 4 in the morning on that grim day in February and you
told me the news that we had been dreading that Putin had been so insane as
to invade a sovereign European country,

I told you then that we were shoulder to shoulder with you and that is as
true today as it was in that horrific moment.

And I can also tell you that when we met in the high security room in Downing
Street to try to understand what was happening, we were filled with
foreboding.

We just did not see how this innocent and beautiful country could repel an
attack by more than 100 Battalion Tactical Groups, when the suffering and the
casualties would be so immense. But you did.

And like one of those indomitable Ukrainian boxers for which this country is
justly famous,

you came off the ropes and you hit him with an upper-cut that sent Putin’s
armies reeling from Kyiv and then a hook to drive them from Kharkiv,

And it became ever clearer to the world that he had fatally underestimated
the grit, the will, and above all the price that you were willing to pay to
defend the country you love.

And I salute the heroic dead, I salute the families of the bereaved and the
injured,

the emergency services who have been called time after time to the scenes of
Putin’s atrocities.

I salute the bravery of the ordinary people of Ukraine who have just got on
with their lives.

The teachers, the students, the children.

In our country today young people are getting their grades for their exams
and of course it has been a tough time for them,

because we’ve all had to cope with the pandemic.
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But I ask them all to think of the children of Ukraine,

two thirds of whom have been driven from their homes, two thirds,

and who have seen nearly a fifth of their schools destroyed or damaged.

And yet working by candlelight or in makeshift classrooms, 7,500 of them have
achieved the highest possible grades.

And it is our collective mission to ensure those brilliant students grow up
to use their qualifications to achieve their dreams in a peaceful, prosperous
and independent Ukraine.

And I believe they will, because out of the ashes of your towns and cities,
out of the monstrous scars left by Putin’s missiles, something beautiful is
blooming, a flower that the whole world can see and admire and that is the
unconquerable will of the Ukrainians to resist.

And that was what Putin failed to understand.

He simply had no idea how much Ukrainians love this extraordinary country
with its rich black soil and magical golden domes,

how much they treasure the life, the bustle and the freedom and the
Eurovision song contest winning cultural dynamism of Ukraine.

And just as he fatally underestimated Ukraine, he also underestimated the
price the whole world was willing to pay to support Ukraine.

We have and we well and even though we must accept after six months of war
the price is indeed a high price.

And I have come from a United Kingdom where we are battling inflation that is
being driven by the spike in energy prices that is caused by Putin’s war.

And we face strikes being driven by trade union’s bosses who have the ruinous
belief that the best way to tackle soaring energy prices is with ever higher
wages when that is simply to pour petrol on the flames

and of course we are doing everything we can to deal with the pressures
people face on their cost of living and to help people through the difficult
months ahead.

And that is why it is so important for you to know now that we in Britain
have the strength and the patience to get through these economic difficulties
that have been so recklessly driven and exacerbated by the folly and
malevolence of one man, Vladimir Putin.

And like every other European country we are of course working to end our
dependence on Russian hydrocarbons and we are building those new nuclear
power stations, one a year rather than one every ten years, tens of gigawatts
of new wind farms and I can tell you that we in the UK will not for one
second give in to Putin’s economic blackmail because the people of my



countrycan see with complete clarity what is at stake in Ukraine today.

Yes of course, it is about you and your right to live in peace and freedom
and frankly that on its own is enough,

but it is also about all of us, all of us who believe in the principles of
freedom and democracy and here today now in Ukraine I believe that history is
at a turning point and after decades in which democracy has been on the
defensive, on the back foot, we have an opportunity to join you in saying no
to tyranny, saying no to those who would stifle Ukrainian liberty and
independence and we will. And that is why Ukraine will win.

And we also know that if we are paying in our energy bills for the evils of
Vladimir Putin, the people of Ukraine are paying for it in their blood and
that is why we know that we must stay the course because if Putin were to
succeed, then no country on Russia’s perimeter would be safe and if Putin
succeeds it would be a green light to every autocrat in the world, a signal
that that borders can be changed by force and that is why the British House
of Commons, all parties, stood as one, to applaud Volodymyr Zelenskyy and to
support the military, diplomatic and economic support that we are giving to
Ukraine.

And I’m proud that we have already supplied more arms than any other European
country, including 6,900 anti tank missiles, 5000 of the NLAWs, 120 armoured
vehicles, Starstreak anti aircraft missiles, anti-ship missiles and now the
MLRS

And today I can tell you that more artillery and more ammunition is on its
way and 2000 UAVs

and we are training 10,000 Ukrainian soldiers, alongside our allies, and only
the other day I was at Catterick in Yorkshire and I met 400 of your recruits
that we are helping to train

and these were people from all walks of life, people who weren’t soldiers,
who had never been to battle before. But the grim reality was that in just a
few weeks from now they are heading to that frontline.

And when I listened to their cheerfulness and their courage, I knew Ukraine
will win.

And in offering this kind of training and equipment,

I also want to applaud our friends around the world, in the EU, the Poles,
the Baltic countries, the Dutch, the Czechs, the French, the Germans, the
Italians, they’ve been steadfast.

But at this juncture it would be right to pay a special tribute to the
outstanding global leadership of the United States of America,

And let me be clear, I believe this commitment by the United States of $40
billion in military support, I think $59 billion all told, has been
indispensable to Ukrainian success



and I thank Joe Biden and his team for what he is doing and to all our
friends I simply say this: we must keep going. WE must show that we have the
same strategic endurance as the people of Ukraine.

We know that the coming winter will be tough, and that Putin will manipulate
Russian energy supplies to try to torment households across Europe

and our first test as friends of Ukraine will be to face down and endure that
pressure – to help consumers but also to build up our own supplies

and I believe that as we come through this winter, our position will
strengthen and with every week that goes by Putin’s position will weaken. And
that’s why now we must continue and intensify our support for Ukraine.  The
HIMARs the MLRS and all the systems that are proving so effective in
Ukrainian hands.

We cannot afford for one moment to relax the sanctions on Putin, and we must
keep up the financial and economic support for Ukraine

and every day around the world we must fight Putin’s lies – because it is his
war that is pushing up the price of food and oil and gas, not western
sanctions

and we must fight any creeping attempt to normalise relations with Putin
because it is becoming ever clearer that thanks to the sacrifices of the
people of Ukraine, the vaunted Russian offensive in Donbas is failing and
therefore this is exactly the moment for your friends to help you strike the
Russians just as they begin to wobble.

We know that Putin’s troops are tiring, that his losses are colossal, that
his supply lines are vulnerable.

We can see how tiny his recent advances have become, and how huge the cost in
Russian blood and treasure and tragically in the tears of Russian mothers.

And we also know that this is not the time to advance some flimsy plan for
negotiation with someone who is simply not interested.

You can’t negotiate with a bear while it’s eating your leg, you can’t
negotiate with a street robber who has you pinned to the floor and we don’t
need to worry about humiliating Putin any more than we would need to worry
about humiliating the bear or the robber.

All that matters today is restoring and preserving the sovereign integrity of
Ukraine.

And on this anniversary, let us remember that glorious day 31 years ago when
on an 84 per cent turnout 92 per cent supported independence.

And this is now a war for that independence and history teaches us that when
a country has a language, an identity, a pride, a love of its traditions, a
patriotic feeling that simply grows with every month and year that passes,



and when a country of that kind is engaged in a war for its very existence,
my friends, that war is only going to end one way.

Ukraine will win,

and Britain will be by your side.

You have reminded us of values that the world thought it had forgotten,

you have reminded us that freedom and democracy are worth fighting for.

I’m proud to count myself a friend of Ukraine, I thank you for the honour
that you’ve done me today,

and you can count on me and my country in the years ahead.

Fifth anniversary of the Rohingya
crisis in Myanmar: joint ministerial
statement

Press release

Joint ministerial statement marking the 5th anniversary of the Myanmar
military’s attack against Rohingya and ensuing crisis.

The following is the text of a joint statement by the High Representative on
behalf of the European Union, and the Foreign Ministers of Australia,
Canada, New Zealand, Norway, the United Kingdom and the United States,
marking the fifth anniversary of the Myanmar military’s attack against
Rohingya.

Five years ago, the Myanmar military launched a violent attack on
Rohingya communities in Rakhine, killing, raping, and torturing
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thousands of Rohingya men, women, and children and forcing over
700,000 to seek refuge in Bangladesh – where they joined other
Rohingya, who had fled earlier attacks and decades of systemic
discrimination. These deplorable actions against Rohingya
precipitated one of the largest mass exoduses of a minority in
recent history.  We are concerned by the UN Fact Finding Mission’s
establishment of consistent patterns of serious human rights
violations and abuses, of which many amount to grave crimes under
international law. We also recognize other initiatives to hold
perpetrators accountable, including The Gambia’s efforts before the
International Court of Justice, which is currently examining
whether the atrocities committed by the Myanmar military against
Rohingya amounted also to genocide.  We reiterate that Myanmar must
comply with the International Court of Justice’s provisional
measures order.

The same actors that committed these reprehensible actions led the
military coup d’état in February 2021, and today continue to
perpetrate atrocities against political dissidents and vulnerable
populations, including other ethnic and religious minorities across
Myanmar, and have done so for decades.  The Rohingya themselves
suffer human rights violations and abuses, discrimination,
systematic persecution, and denial of access to basic services –
including the right to citizenship. Around 150,000 Rohingya have
been confined to camps without freedom of movement in Rakhine for a
decade.  Women and girls continue to be at extreme risk under the
current conditions.

As we mark five years since the brutal 2017 campaign against
Rohingya, we commend the courage of Rohingya communities and
remember all the victims.  We reiterate our commitment to holding
the perpetrators of these violations and abuses to account, and
acknowledge the work of the Independent Investigative Mechanism for
Myanmar and others contributing to this objective.  We call on the
military regime to cease its violence against those who have
suffered under its rule, including the decades of grave human
rights violations and abuses endured by Rohingya and other
communities in Myanmar.  We thank the UN relevant bodies,
Bangladesh, and other hosting nations for their generosity and
providing lifesaving support to Rohingya and remain dedicated to
supporting Bangladesh to ensure that the needs and rights of all
refugees and impacted host communities are met.  We also appreciate
the important efforts of humanitarian organizations to extend
protection and assistance for Rohingya communities.  At the same
time, we call on the international community to help to ensure
justice for Rohingya victims, support host communities, and foster
conditions that will allow for the safe, voluntary, dignified, and
sustainable return to their communities.  Rohingya must be
meaningfully included in discussions around the future of Myanmar.
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Philippines eligible for duty free
access to exported goods to UK through
DCTS

The UK is reshaping trade with developing countries through this new trading
framework that will replace the UK Generalised Scheme of Preferences (GSP)
and will come into force in early 2023. The Developing Countries Trading
Scheme (DCTS) was announced by the Prime Minister at the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting (CHOGM) on 23 June and launched on 16 August by the
Secretary of State for International Trade.

Total trade (goods and services) between the UK and Philippines amounts to £2
billion each year. Under the DCTS, the Philippines will continue to benefit
from duty free exports to the UK on more than 80% of eligible products. This
will help Philippines save up to £21 million a year. In addition, the DCTS
will remove tariffs on over 150 additional products. The DCTS will also
simplify some seasonal tariffs, meaning additional and simpler access for the
Philippines’ exports to the UK.

The DCTS also offers generous rules of origin, making it easier to produce
goods using components from other countries without losing duty-free status.
It will be one of the most generous sets of trading preferences of any
country in the world, helping to grow trade, boost jobs and drive economic
growth.

Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the Philippines, Laure Beaufils said:

The launch of the Developing Countries Trading Scheme is a great
opportunity for the UK and the Philippines to build on our strong
existing bilateral trade and investment relationship. More than 80%
of exported Filipino products, and 99% of total goods by value
exported from the Philippines, will be eligible for duty free
access to the UK. The scheme will boost our trade and provide new
opportunities for Filipino and British businesses.

The DCTS benefits 65 developing countries and is more generous and simpler
than the existing UK Generalised Scheme of Preferences. It has been designed
to harness the power of trade to help developing countries grow and prosper.
As one of the most generous preferential trading schemes in the world, the
DCTS demonstrates the UK’s commitment to building long term, mutually
beneficial relationships with emerging economies that are home to more than
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3.3 billion people.

The scheme includes zero tariffs on almost £4.5 billion of imports of
clothing and apparel, £300 million of foodstuffs and millions of pounds worth
of other consumer products such as bicycles and children’s toys. DCTS covers
37 countries in Africa, 18 in Asia, 8 in Oceania and 2 in the Americas.

Read detailed information on the Developing Countries Trading Scheme and
policy response.

Department for International Trade, British Embassy Manila

Email: DIT.Manila@fcdo.gov.uk

New recruitment campaign for Victims’
Commissioner launched

Press release

The Government has relaunched the recruitment process for the Victims’
Commissioner in line with the standard public appointments process.

The competition will run from today (25 August) until 19 September with the
successful candidate taking on the role in the following months.

It comes as the Government embarks on landmark reforms for victims, including
new legislation to ensure they are better heard, served and supported by the
criminal justice system. The role of the Commissioner will be crucial in
delivering this – promoting the interests of victims and witnesses and
ensuring all parts of the criminal justice system meet the standards set out
in the Victims’ Code.

The Government is investing nearly half a billion to provide the swift
justice that victims deserve, and progress continues on the Rape Action Plan
in order to increase the volume of prosecutions flowing through the system.
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Dame Vera Baird has agreed to continue in post until 30 September, with an
option to extend until the end of the year and has been invited to reapply.

Notes to editors

The job advert can be found at
https://publicappointments.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/appointment/victims-commissio
ner-for-england-and-wales-2/
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Archaeologists working to learn more
before 2,500 year-old Lulworth hill
fort is lost to the sea

Vulnerably perched on the edge of an unstable cliff, the impressive 2,500
year old Flower’s Barrow hillfort is being lost to the sea due to erosion. As
a result, it is on Historic England’s Heritage at Risk Register.

The excavation is gathering as much information as possible about the site
and those who lived there before it is lost. This will be added to other
information, including detailed surveys being undertaken by Historic England,
which will increase our understanding of the site and the surrounding
historic landscape. Preserving as much as possible by record will create a
valuable resource for current and future generations to study and understand.

The excavation has been arranged in an attempt to gather as many details as
possible about the site and those who lived there before it is lost. This
will be added to information already gathered by several Historic England
surveys to increase understanding of the site, such as location of ramparts.
If Historic England is satisfied that there is no more information which
practically be learned, the site can be removed from the Heritage at Risk
Register.

Military veterans are taking part under a programme called Operation
Nightingale. This award-winning scheme sees wounded, injured and sick service
personnel and veterans taking part in archaeological digs on the Defence
estate.

Guy Salkeld, the DIO archaeologist who is organising and leading the
excavation, said:

Looking after our land and heritage is really important to the MOD
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and archaeology on military land is often better preserved than it
would otherwise be, as it’s protected from development and
industrial agriculture.

Unfortunately, even the MOD is powerless against the might of the
sea. That’s why it’s really important that we gather as much
information as possible about Flowers Barrow while we still can. My
hope is that this excavation fills in the gaps in our knowledge of
the site and ultimately, that we learn enough for it to come off
the Heritage at Risk Register.

Craig Appleby, former Royal Engineer and member of the Op Nightingale
programme said:

Being part of the Op Nightingale team offers huge benefits, both
for physical and mental well-being. Working on archaeological digs
enables you to slow down and focus on something positive. In
addition, taking part in these excavations with like-minded people
provided a real sense of purpose and camaraderie.

Daniel Bashford, Heritage at Risk Project Officer at Historic England, said:

Climate change has increased the natural erosion of our coastline
which affects the preservation of heritage sites such as Flowers
Barrow. We are pleased to be working with the MOD and Wessex
Archaeology on this Operation Nightingale project – it’s a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to increase our understanding of this
vulnerable hillfort before it is lost to the sea.

Oliver Good, Project Manager for Wessex Archaeology explains:

Through our archaeological surveys and excavations we are building
on our understanding of how people lived thousands of years ago.
This hill fort site contains a number of hut platforms and these
represent the remains of individual Iron Age round houses.

Our work at Flowers Barrow is vital and we are hoping that through
our excavations we will increase our understanding of domestic life
at that time. However, to be able to support veterans through
Operation Nightingale makes our work at Flowers Barrow this year
even more special for the Wessex Archaeology team.

Previous finds at Flowers Barrow include what is thought to be slingshot and



it is hoped that this year’s excavation will uncover the location of several
houses and possibly domestic finds such as pottery. The team will also clear
scrub from the site which will allow Historic England to carry out a drone
survey. This will be used to create a detailed model of the site to
demonstrate changes over time.

For more information please contact:

Helen Pickering, DIO press officer on 07980 960530 or
helen.pickering101@mod.gov.uk.
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