
Russia is playing roulette with
nuclear safety: UK statement at UN
Security Council

Thank you President, thank you Secretary-General, thank you Director General
Grossi.

I would like to start by commending IAEA Director General Grossi and his
staff for their visit to Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant under extremely
challenging circumstances.  We welcome the IAEA’s ongoing presence there.  I
also offer my thanks to Ukraine for helping facilitate the visit.

The IAEA has assessed that the physical integrity of the Zaporizhzhia nuclear
plant has been violated several times. With the publication of today’s
report, the IAEA has confirmed the presence of Russian military personnel,
vehicles and equipment in the plant.

We understand that in some cases, Russian military equipment has been as
close as 60 metres to the nuclear reactors.

The report also confirms the immense stress and pressure under which the
brave Ukrainian staff are working.  They are no longer workers, but hostages,
being held at gunpoint.

By choosing to invade a nuclear power plant, and putting Zaporizhzhia in the
cross-fire, Russia is playing roulette with nuclear safety.

As long as Russia’s occupation of the plant continues, its safe and secure
operation cannot be ensured.

Any measures to address nuclear safety at the plant should therefore involve
the full withdrawal of Russian troops and personnel.

President, this is the third meeting Russia has called on this issue in
recent weeks. But we should be under no illusion.

The situation at Zaporizhzhia is entirely of Russia’s making.

It is Russia’s invasion that has disrupted the operation of nuclear
facilities across Ukraine.

It is Russia that is jeopardising the safety of millions in the region who
would be affected by a nuclear incident.

And it is Russia that can resolve the situation by immediately withdrawing
its forces from Zaporizhzhia, and all of Ukraine, and ceasing its senseless
and reckless aggression.

Thank you President.
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Prime Minister Liz Truss’s call with
President Joe Biden: 6 September 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Liz Truss spoke with US President Joe Biden.

The Prime Minister spoke with President Biden this evening.

The President congratulated the Prime Minister on her appointment. The Prime
Minister looked forward to working closely with President Biden as leaders of
free democracies to tackle shared challenges, particularly the extreme
economic problems unleashed by Putin’s war.

The Prime Minister and President Biden reflected on the enduring strength of
the Special Relationship. They agreed that the partnership between our
countries, fortified by our shared values, has been crucial for defending and
advancing freedom and democracy in the world.

They agreed to build on those links, including by furthering our deep defence
alliance through NATO and AUKUS. The leaders reinforced their commitment to
strengthening global liberty, tackling the risks posed by autocracies and
ensuring Putin fails in Ukraine.

The Prime Minister and President discussed a range of domestic issues and
agreed on the importance of protecting the Belfast (Good Friday) Agreement.

The Prime Minister and President Biden looked forward to meeting again soon.
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Prime Minister Liz Truss’s call with
President Zelenskyy: 6 September 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Liz Truss spoke to the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr
Zelenskyy.

The Prime Minister spoke to the President of Ukraine, Volodymyr Zelenskyy,
this evening to reiterate the United Kingdom’s steadfast support for
Ukraine’s freedom and democracy.

In her first call with a counterpart since becoming Prime Minister, she
reiterated to the Ukrainian leader that he had her full backing, and Ukraine
could depend on the UK’s assistance for the long term.

President Zelenskyy thanked the Prime Minister for the UK’s staunch support
and congratulated her on her appointment.

The leaders discussed the need to strengthen global security and the measures
necessary to cut off the funds fuelling Putin’s war machine.

The leaders deplored Putin’s attempts to weaponise energy, and the Prime
Minister said it was vital Russia’s blackmail did not deter the west from
ensuring Putin fails. She also underscored the importance of ensuring the UK
and our allies continue to build energy independence.

She praised the Ukrainians’ fight for sovereignty and self-determination and
said it was essential Ukraine succeeds and Russia fails.

The Prime Minister said she looked forward to working with the President in
the coming weeks and months and was delighted to accept an invitation to
visit President Zelenskyy in Ukraine soon.
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London security partners take part in
nightclub terror attack response
exercise

The Security Industry Authority (SIA), which is the regulator for the private
security industry, ran the safety resilience exercise at the Steel Yard, on
Allhallows Lane near Cannon Street station. The SIA organised the exercise in
partnership with City of London Police, London Ambulance Service, London Fire
Brigade, and UK Counter Terrorism Policing. The First Aid Nursing Yeomanry –
FANY(PRVC) – were on hand as role players to help give the impression of a
busy club night.

The training event at the Steel Yard confronted security staff with a series
of real-time simulations, involving volunteer actors, of possible emergency
scenarios. These included an attack with a bladed weapon and a suspicious
package.

Ronnie Megaughin, the SIA’s Head of Compliance and Inspections, said:

These realistic scenarios are an excellent method for training
security operatives in the best way to approach various
emergencies. We present them with a challenge, which can range from
a bomb threat to a marauding attack, and let them put their
training to use. Counter-terrorism experts are on-hand to give an
instant debrief and guidance.

These are learning experiences that operatives, and their managers,
find very useful. If one of these operatives finds themselves in
the position of being first responder at an incident, this training
could save lives.

Jason Dean, SIA Liaison Officer to the National Business Crime Centre, who
co-ordinated the event, said:

The main aim of exercises like this is to increase public safety in
the night-time economy by working with venues and security staff.
It’s also to showcase best practice by putting the Action Counters
Terrorism (ACT) security e-learning package, which we’ve been
recommending to all SIA-licensed operatives, into practice. We’re
really pleased with the commitment that all the security staff put
into the exercise at the Steel Yard.

This emergency planning exercise at the Steel Yard continues a programme of
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similar exercises and follows on from events in Chesterfield, London, Glasgow
and Leicester.

Commander Umer Khan, OBE, who is responsible for policing operations and
security at City of London Police, said:

The threat from terrorism has not gone away. The threat to the UK
from terrorism is substantial, meaning an attack is likely.
Exercises like this are vital in ensuring those working in our
night-time economy are prepared, especially as we enter the run-up
to the festive season.

Across Counter Terrorism Policing and with our partners, we are
working tirelessly and at pace to confront the threat and help keep
the public safe.

But, as previous incidents have shown, attacks can happen at any
time, and anywhere, without warning. That’s why we encourage
everyone to remain alert while out and about, and report anything
that doesn’t seem right immediately to security or staff, or the
police.

You can also report anything suspicious in confidence at the Action
Counters Terrorism website (www.gov.uk/ACT) or on 0800 789 321. In
an emergency, always call 999.

Further information:

The Security Industry Authority is the organisation responsible for
regulating the private security industry in the United Kingdom,
reporting to the Home Secretary under the terms of the Private Security
Industry Act 2001. The SIA’s main duties are the compulsory licensing of
individuals undertaking designated activities and managing the voluntary
Approved Contractor Scheme.
For further information about the Security Industry Authority or to sign
up for email updates visit: www.gov.uk/sia. The SIA is also on LinkedIn
Facebook (Security Industry Authority) and Twitter (@SIAuk).
The Action Counters Terrorism (ACT) Security e-learning is specialised
training for front line security operatives. This free course was
designed by government counter-terrorism experts from the National
Counter Terrorism Security Office, the Centre for the Protection of
National Infrastructure and the SIA. The custom-built training provides
up-to date counter-terrorism knowledge to help security professionals
prepare for and respond to terrorist incidents whilst on duty.

https://act.campaign.gov.uk/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/12/contents
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https://www.gov.uk/sia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/94685/
https://www.facebook.com/thesiauk/
https://twitter.com/SIAuk


Calling on all stakeholders to play
their part in making UN peacekeeping
the best it can be

Thank you President,

Let me join others in thanking our Chinese colleagues for a successful and
well-run Presidency in the month of August and in congratulating France on
assuming their Presidency for September. We wish you the best and you can
count on our support.

I also thank Under-Secretary-General Lacroix for his briefing and his
continued leadership of UN peacekeeping.

President, on behalf of the United Kingdom. I pay tribute to those
peacekeepers who lost their lives this year.  Peacekeeping relies on the
dedication of our personnel.  We must do all that we can to support them – to
provide the necessary training and equipment, improve awareness of threats,
and ensure appropriate medical provision.

The UK continues to play its part, training thousands of peacekeepers each
year. As a top contributor of extra-budgetary funds – donating more than
$3.5m in 2021 – we are supporting key reforms in areas such as peacekeeping
intelligence, situational awareness and tackling sexual exploitation and
abuse. We provided expertise to support the IED review referred to by USG
Lacroix earlier today.

Since 2020, UK peacekeepers deployed in MINUSMA have demonstrated the value
of new, proactive approaches to protection of civilians, reconnaissance and
civilian-military coordination.

We are encouraged by the ongoing implementation of the Integrated
Peacekeeping Performance and Accountability Framework, which should underpin
higher standards of safety and security and mandate delivery. And we continue
to support evidence-based assessment of mission performance and integrated
planning through the Comprehensive Performance and Assessment System.

We also remain committed to advancing the participation of women through UK
support for the Senior Women Talent Pipeline and the Elsie Initiative Fund,
to which we have contributed $7.5m to date.

President, in the last year peacekeeping operations have faced challenges
which hamper mandate delivery and threaten safety and security.  Thanks to
Brazil, in July we discussed the increasing threat posed by anti-UN
disinformation campaigns in contexts such as Mali and the CAR, following the
deployment of the Kremlin-backed Wagner Group, as well as in the DRC.  And we
have seen numerous examples of freedom of movement restrictions and
violations of status of forces agreements in Mali, Abyei and elsewhere. As
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USG Lacroix said, the UN should address rising levels of distrust through
better strategic communication, but host governments must also uphold their
responsibilities to protect UN personnel and comply with status of forces
agreements.

The UK will remain a strong supporter of the Action for Peacekeeping agenda
and A4P+ priorities. We call on all stakeholders to play their part in making
UN peacekeeping the best it can be.


