
PM meeting with President Joe Biden:
21 September 2022

Press release

The Prime Minister met US President Joe Biden at the UN General Assembly in
New York today.

The Prime Minister met US President Joe Biden at the UN General Assembly in
New York today.

The leaders condemned Putin’s recent belligerent statements on Ukraine. They
agreed his actions highlight the need for allies to continue their economic
and military support to Ukraine. The Prime Minister updated President Biden
on her recent announcement that the UK will recommit to at least the same
level of defensive support for Ukraine next year.

Both leaders discussed the increased threat posed by autocracies to our
values and the international system. The Prime Minister updated President
Biden on the UK’s plans to update the Integrated Review to ensure the UK is
fully equipped to tackle the evolving challenge from countries like China and
Russia.

The leaders stressed the need to end over-reliance on authoritarian states in
terms of our energy, technology and manufacturing supply chains.

They agreed to redouble bilateral efforts to reduce energy dependence on
Russia and to increase the amount of renewable and other forms of energy
flowing from democratic states. Both leaders reiterated their commitment to
reaching Net Zero, and the UK outlined the UK’s plans to be a net energy
exporter by 2040, in large part thanks to renewable energy.

The Prime Minister and President Biden also discussed a number of global
challenges which the UK and US are working closely together to resolve,
including efforts to prevent Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

On the Northern Ireland Protocol, the Prime Minister and President Biden both
agreed that the priority must be protecting the Belfast (Good Friday)
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Agreement and preserving the gains of peace in Northern Ireland.
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PM meeting with Prime Minister Pravind
Jugnauth: 21 September 2022

Press release

The Prime Minister met the Prime Minister of Mauritius, Pravind Jugnauth, at
the UN General Assembly in New York.

The Prime Minister met the Prime Minister of Mauritius, Pravind Jugnauth, at
the UN General Assembly in New York.

The Prime Minister and Prime Minister Jugnauth welcomed recent steps to
strengthen the UK-Mauritius relationship, including through the new Security
Dialogue and Strategic Trade Partnership.

The leaders had a useful discussion about the future of the British Indian
Ocean Territory, covering the ongoing dispute over sovereignty.

They also agreed on the importance of likeminded democracies working together
to uphold freedom around the world.
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Safe return of Ukrainian prisoners of
war: Foreign Secretary’s statement

Press release

Foreign Secretary James Cleverly has issued a statement on the safe return of
Ukrainian prisoners of war.

Foreign Secretary James Cleverly said:

I welcome the safe return of Ukrainian prisoners of war and one
civilian, including five British nationals. Prisoners of war from
other countries held by Russia-backed proxies have also been
returned. This brings to an end many months of uncertainty and
suffering, including the threat of the death penalty, for them and
their families, at the hands of Russia.

Tragically that was not the case for one of those detained and our
thoughts remain with the family of Paul Urey.

I would like to express my gratitude to President Zelenskyy and his
team for their efforts to secure their release, and to HRH Crown
Prince of Saudi Arabia, Mohammed bin Salman and his team, for their
assistance. I continue to call on Russia to comply with
International Humanitarian Law and not exploit prisoners of war and
civilian detainees for political purposes.
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Death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
ll and proclamation of His Majesty
King Charles lll: address to the House
of Assembly of the Turks and Caicos

Mr Speaker, and Honourable Members of this House of Assembly.

Mr Speaker you have kindly offered me the opportunity to make a statement to
the House.

This will be the first time I have done so since my Inauguration. The
circumstances that prompt it would never be wished for, but given our late
Queen has left us and our new King is proclaimed, it is an opportunity I am
most grateful for.

Members of the House will be aware I served Her Majesty, both in uniform and
in wider public service, for 40 years.  As a result I have my own strong
feelings about Her Majesty’s death and, more importantly, her most remarkable
of lives.

On this though I will keep my counsel, not least because I know there are
Members of this House of Assembly who have met Her late Majesty more often
than I have, and more importantly this is your House, and I would not presume
for my own words and thoughts to lead your tribute.

I will therefore only reflect on yesterday, when the King accompanied by his
Queen Consort, spoke to the combined Houses of Parliament in Westminster
Hall.  This monumental structure, built in 1097, is where our late Queen’s
coffin will shortly Lie-in-State, and where the Premier and myself will go to
pay our last respects to her on behalf of the Turks and Caicos Islands.

On our late Sovereign her son, now Charles III, said to Parliament yesterday:

We gather today in remembrance of the remarkable span of The
Queen’s dedicated service to her nations and peoples. While very
young, Her late Majesty pledged herself to serve her country and
her people and to maintain the precious principles of
constitutional government which lie at the heart of our nation.

This vow she kept with unsurpassed devotion. She set an example of
selfless duty which, with God’s help and your counsels, I am
resolved faithfully to follow.

He went on:
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As I stand before you today, I cannot help but feel the weight of
history which surrounds us and which reminds us of the vital
parliamentary traditions to which members of both Houses dedicate
yourselves, with such personal commitment for the betterment of us
all.  Parliament is the living and breathing instrument of our
democracy.

The Speaker of the House of Commons, in addressing the King, said:

We know you hold the greatest respect, the precious traditions, the
freedoms, and responsibilities of our unique history and our system
of parliamentary government and we know that you will bear those
responsibilities which fall to you with the fortitude and dignity,
demonstrated by Her late Majesty.

For my part, I would only say that this relationship between Parliament and
Crown, and the seamless transfer of power between both a past and a present
monarch, and a past and present prime minister, in the same week, is built on
many of the traditions and courtesies we extend to each other, and more to
the point the courtesies that you extend to each other, in this Chamber. It
is at moments like this that tradition is not only important in providing
comfort, but also delivering certainty.

Mr Speaker, I am grateful for the courtesy you pay our late Sovereign in
convening the House for this sad but special occasion.  She was many things
but at her very core she was a committed Christian and will, I know, both
rest in peace and rise again in glory. And so I wish her son, and our new
King Charles III, a long and successful Reign.  He had the most exemplary of
women, both as his mother and as his Queen, to show him the way.

May God Bless these Turks and Caicos Islands, may God receive his faithful
servant, Queen Elizabeth II, as she was faithful to us, and may God Save the
King.

PM opening remarks at business leader
roundtable: 21 September 2022

We have been through a very difficult fortnight in the UK, Her Majesty The
Queen was much loved and there’s been a huge outpouring of grief, both in the
United Kingdom and around the world. To many of us she represented not just
modern Britain but the modern world, taking over just after the Second World
War and serving with distinction for 70 years – almost as long as the UN has
been running.
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We now enter a new era. What has been very heart warming is the way people
have opened their arms to our new King, King Charles III. I’ve been doing
sessions around the UK – in Belfast, Edinburgh and Cardiff. The streets are
lined welcoming the new King and the UK is moving into a new era.

I thought it was very important that I came to the UN General Assembly this
year, because we are facing such a difficult international situation, with
the war in Ukraine started by Vladimir Putin. We’ve heard more sabre rattling
from him this morning. But also we need to get the global economy back on its
feet after Covid, and really ensure democracy prevails.

To me, at the heart of that is making sure that we have a stable economy as
we come out of this very difficult period. And to me, as Prime Minister, I
want to make sure that we have a strong economy, a growing economy, a dynamic
economy, that we are a country that is pro-business, pro attracting
investment into our economy and also focused on long term economic security.

I think one of the things we’ve learned from the past few months is that when
countries are dependent on authoritarian regimes, that can be used as a
weapon against them. That is a position we should never find ourselves in
again. That is why having a strong economy is so vital for the future of the
United Kingdom.

This week the Chancellor will be doing his fiscal statement. I can’t pre-empt
what he’s going to say, but what I can say – and I outlined this during the
leadership campaign – is that we want lower, simpler taxes in the UK to
incentivise investment, to get more businesses going in the UK. But also to
encourage more people to go into work. We do, following Covid, have a
significant number of people that are economically inactive. We want to
encourage more of them to go into work with a tight labour market, get the
right skills, as well as being a country that attracts economic investment.
So we won’t be raising corporation tax, as was planned. We’ll be reversing
the National Insurance rises which took place earlier this year. And the
Chancellor will be announcing various other simplification measures.

While this is just the start, our long-term plan is to simplify Britain’s
taxes and to make us a better place to invest and be unashamedly pro-
business. And that’s every kind of business – whether it’s life sciences,
whether it’s technology, whether it’s financial services. We want the City to
be the most competitive place for financial services in the world, and we see
that as a key part of the levelling up agenda, because when we unblock
capital, that capital will be used across the UK to make every industry
become more productive and competitive.

So alongside the tax statement that the Chancellor will lay out, he’ll also
lay out a series of supply side reforms to make our economy more productive
over the long-term, in areas like financial services. Dealing with Solvency
II, dealing with MiFID, in areas like infrastructure – getting roads built,
getting broadband built, getting mobile phone masts built so you can get
reception right across Britain. Reforming regulations so that when business
set up they’re not hit by mountains of red tape, they’re able to get on to
growing the country. We’re also going to be introducing low tax investment



zones across the country, in parts that are left behind. It’s going to be
easier to get things done in those zones. The Chancellor will be making that
announcement on Friday.

Today we’ve followed up on our energy package which we announced a few weeks
ago. What we’re doing with our energy package is making sure households are
able to get through this winter and next winter without facing gigantic
bills, with an energy price guarantee. What the government is essentially
doing is making sure the wholesale price of energy is passed through to the
consumer and making sure that those bills are not more than £2,500.

We’ve also got a business scheme which is going to last for six months to
help businesses get through. And the reason we felt it was right to intervene
in this way is because we are dealing with a long-term failure of energy
policy – we should have made sure Britain was not subject to the global
energy price and the various fluctuations. We didn’t do that, we didn’t build
enough nuclear power stations 20 years ago.

There’s a Chinese proverb which says the best time to plant a tree is 25
years ago, but the second best time is today. So at the same time as the
short term intervention – and this short term intervention is projected to
reduce inflation by up to five percent, as well as increase economic growth
by up to one percent – as well as that short term intervention we’re now
working on entering long-term energy supply contracts with friendly
countries, including with the United States. As well as exploiting more of
our North Sea gas reserves, getting on with the need to build nuclear power
stations, getting on with offshore wind, so that by 2040 the UK will be a net
energy exporter. We will never be in this situation again.

I finally wanted to say, on the subject of investment and trade, I’m proud
that when I was Trade Secretary we set up the Office for Investment. I think
it has done a good job, we want to turbocharge its work and make sure we are
providing investors into the UK the best possible service, cracking through
any obstacles that might be in the way of successful investment projects.
We’re also planning another investment summit next October, and I think I met
many of you at the last investment summit.

And finally on trade, we’re not currently negotiating a trade deal with the
US – the US isn’t negotiating a trade deal with anyone at the moment – but we
are open to negotiating a trade deal when the administration decide that’s
what they want to do. However we’re also in negotiations with India on a
trade deal which we expect to complete this year, which brings huge
opportunity in areas like technology, areas like manufactured goods. We’re
also planning to accede to the Trans-Pacific Partnership which will give the
UK much more access to Pacific markets as well.


