
PM meeting with Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman: 26 September 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Liz Truss spoke to Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman.

Prime Minister Liz Truss spoke to Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman this afternoon, in their first call since she took on the role.

The Prime Minister thanked the Crown Prince for his personal role in securing
the release of five British detainees held by Russia-backed forces in Eastern
Ukraine last week, to the great relief of their families.

They discussed the strategic partnership between the United Kingdom and Saudi
Arabia across a range of issues, including cooperation on defence and energy
security.  The leaders welcomed progress in ending the conflict in Yemen and
agreed on the importance of continuing political dialogue to extend the
truce.

The Prime Minister reiterated her focus on agreeing a strong UK-GCC trade
deal and growing bilateral trade and investment in areas like aviation and
clean technology. She also offered the UK’s continued support and
encouragement for progress in Saudi Arabia’s domestic reforms.

The Crown Prince extended his sincere condolences on the death of Her Majesty
the Queen, and the leaders looked forward to continuing to grow the strong
relationship fostered during her late Majesty’s reign.
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Supporting action that moves Haiti
closer to security and stability

Thank you President and to SRSG La Lime and our briefers.

I’d like to add three brief points to the discussion today:

Firstly, like others, the United Kingdom remains deeply concerned by the
continued deterioration of the security and human rights situation in Haiti.
Violence and insecurity further entrench the multifaceted challenges faced by
Haiti and exacerbate the vulnerabilities of the Haitian population.

As we’ve heard today from our briefers, the humanitarian situation within
Haiti also continues to deteriorate. Rooted in long standing economic,
security and socio-political crises – the current escalation of these
challenges has exacerbated the food

insecurity of the Haitian people. The looting of the World Food Programme
office and warehouse is deeply concerning, preventing assistance from
reaching thousands of Haiti’s most vulnerable.

The United Kingdom encourages all actors to work constructively to find
urgent solutions, and to support recovery and progress for the Haitian
people.

Secondly, as others have also said, there must be greater efforts by Haitian
stakeholders to resolve the political gridlock. This is critical in enabling
Haiti to find its own pathway out of the compounded challenges it is facing.

We renew our call for all actors to resume political dialogue and to work
together to ensure the necessary security environment within which free and
fair elections can be held as soon as possible.

Thirdly, I would like to underscore the United Kingdom’s support for the work
of the United Nations Integrated Office in Haiti. BINUH is fundamental in
supporting Haiti to resolve these multifaceted challenges. By strengthening
the Haitian National Police and facilitating dialogue between Haitian
political stakeholders, BINUH’s efforts help lay the groundwork for stability
in Haiti. We look forward to seeing the outcome of the strategic review of
options to support security in Haiti and hope these are part of a renewed
holistic and joined-up approach by the UN and other partners.

Finally President, we welcome the intention of the United States and Mexico
to propose a draft resolution and look forward todiscussing it with partners.
We support action that moves Haiti closer to security and stability with a
return to democratic processes as soon as possible.
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North Korea ballistic missile launch:
FCDO statement

Press release

A Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office spokesperson statement on North
Korea’s ballistic missile launch on 24 September.

A Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office spokesperson said:

The UK condemns North Korea’s ballistic missile launch on 24
September in breach of UN Security Council resolutions.

We strongly encourage North Korea to change course and to abandon
its nuclear and ballistic missile programmes in a complete,
verifiable and irreversible manner. Until we see credible steps
towards this goal, sanctions must continue to be enforced.
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Update on Growth Plan implementation

On Friday 23 September, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Rt Hon Kwasi
Kwarteng MP, set out how the government would fulfil its commitment to cut
taxes for people and businesses and announced wider supply side policies to
grow the economy.

Building on this, as the Growth Plan set out on Friday, Cabinet Ministers
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will announce further supply side growth measures in October and early
November, including changes to the planning system, business regulations,
childcare, immigration, agricultural productivity, and digital
infrastructure.

Next month, the Chancellor will, as part of that programme, outline
regulatory reforms to ensure the UK’s financial services sector remains
globally competitive.

He will then set out his Medium-Term Fiscal Plan on 23 November.

The Fiscal Plan will set out further details on the government’s fiscal
rules, including ensuring that debt falls as a share of GDP in the medium
term.

In the Growth Plan on Friday, the Chancellor set out that there would be an
Office for Budget Responsibility forecast this calendar year. He has
requested that the OBR sets out a full forecast alongside the Fiscal Plan, on
23 November.

As the Chief Secretary to the Treasury set out this weekend, the government
is sticking to spending settlements for this spending review period.

The Chancellor also confirmed that there will be a Budget in the Spring, with
a further OBR forecast.

OSCE Warsaw Human Dimension
Conference: UK opening statement

Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you to Poland and OSCE’s Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) for your warm welcome and hosting.

We gather today, against the bleak backdrop of Russia’s aggression against
Ukraine. In the history of the OSCE never have the Helsinki Final Act’s ten
foundational principles been so disregarded. The territorial integrity of
States is paramount. Yet Russia chooses to consistently ignore this
principle. No matter the cost. Tens of thousands of Ukrainians have been
killed and injured. Vibrant, historic cities of Ukraine lie in rubble, sham
referenda are being organised. Multiple international humanitarian law and
human rights abuses have been committed. Detailed in all their horror in two
Moscow Mechanism reports. Lives have been put on hold. Many changed
irreparably. Russia’s shadow looms large over its neighbours in the OSCE
region. The impact of Putin’s illegal invasion seeping across the globe.

As we stand united with Ukraine, we must also reflect on the state of human
rights within the Russian Federation and Belarus. Internal repression and
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external aggression represent two sides of the same coin – when a state
places a stranglehold on the freedoms of its own people – it sets the
conditions for, and enables, aggression abroad. We have witnessed this again
over the last few days. Russian police arrested around 2,000 people for
peacefully protesting mobilisation. Mr Chair – we cannot, and will not, sit
idly by.

The institutions of the OSCE – ODHIR and the Representative on Freedom of the
Media – act as an early warning to internal human rights abuses. We must heed
their calls and react decisively. The human dimension underpins European
security and is absolutely critical to the functioning of the OSCE. We must
robustly defend the independence, mandates, and budgets of the OSCE’s
institutions and structures. Our peace, stability and security may depend on
it.

I’ll end by paying tribute to civil society representatives; the activists,
lawyers, and the journalists who have travelled to Warsaw this year, some at
real personal risk, to defend human rights. The UK delegation looks forward
to a lively discussion with you.

Thank you Mr Chair.


