
Change of British High Commissioner to
Malaysia

Press release

Ms Ailsa Terry has been appointed British High Commissioner to Malaysia in
succession to Mr Charles Hay MVO.

Ms Ailsa Terry has been appointed British High Commissioner to Malaysia in
succession to Mr Charles Hay MVO who will be transferring to another
Diplomatic Service appointment. Ms Terry will take up her appointment during
July 2023.

Full name: Ailsa Terry

Spouse: Adam Terry

Children: Two

Year Role
2022 to Present FCDO, Director, Sanctions
2021 to 2022 FCDO, Director, G7 Presidency

2018 to 2021 Cabinet Office, Director/Deputy Director, National Security
Secretariat

2014 to 2018 Brussels, United Kingdom Permanent Representation to the
European Union, Counsellor to the Permanent Representative

2012 to 2014 FCO, China Department, Team Leader, Asia Pacific Directorate

2011 to 2012 FCO, Head of Operations, Middle East and North Africa
Directorate

2011 Kabul, European Union Delegation, Political Adviser to the
EU Special Representative to Afghanistan

2009 to 2011 Islamabad, Second Secretary (Political)

2008 to 2009 FCO, Head of Middle East and Africa Casework Team, Consular
Directorate

2007 to 2008 FCO, Desk Officer, Economic and Financial Affairs, Europe
Directorate
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Year Role

2006 to 2007 Department for Communities, Private Secretary to the
Secretary of State

Published 5 October 2022

IAGCI re-opens a call for tenders to
evaluate the coverage of statelessness
in Home Office country information
products

Section 48(2)(j) of the UK Borders Act 2007 provides that the Independent
Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration (ICIBI) shall:

consider and make recommendations about … the content of
information about conditions in countries outside the United
Kingdom which the Secretary of State compiles and makes available,
for purposes connected with immigration and asylum, to immigration
officers and other officials.

To assist the Independent Chief Inspector in fulfilling this statutory role,
a body of experts sitting as the Independent Advisory Group on Country
Information (IAGCI) regularly reviews the Country of Origin Information (COI)
products that are produced by the Home Office. The Home Office refers to COI
in procedures that assess claims of individuals for refugee status or other
forms of international and humanitarian protection. The IAGCI’s reviews
assess whether the content of COI is accurate, balanced, objective, and up-
to-date, and they serve as the basis for an ICIBI inspection report.

In addition to reviewing the Home Office’s Country Policy and Information
Notes (CPINs) and Country of Origin Information Request (COIR) responses
relating to individual countries, the IAGCI examines the way that ‘cross-
cutting’ themes are dealt with across all of the COI issued by the
department. In the past, thematic reports commissioned by the IAGCI examined
coverage of such topics as issues related to women, issues related to
children, and sexual orientation and gender identity or expression.

At a forthcoming meeting, the IAGCI will consider the coverage of
statelessness in the COI produced by the Home Office. In addition to
reviewing the treatment of statelessness in CPINs on countries where it is a
significant issue, the IAGCI will also consider general recommendations
relating to the presentation of country information on statelessness. To
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inform this discussion, the IAGCI seeks to commission a review paper to be
prepared by an expert with in-depth knowledge of statelessness, including how
it arises and which groups are most likely to be affected. As with other
reviews, the aim will be to ensure that CPINs contain the most up to date,
relevant, and useful information to inform accurate decision-making.

The person(s) commissioned to undertake this project will be an experienced
researcher with expertise on protection issues pertaining to statelessness
and knowledge of asylum and human rights issues. They will not be expected to
be an expert on all countries concerned, but some expertise in at least some
of the countries where statelessness is a particularly significant issue will
be an advantage.

This call for tenders is being re-opened as the reviewer selected following a
call earlier in 2022 has since become unavailable.

Description of work

The review should provide an assessment of the coverage of statelessness in
existing COI products, commenting on its:

Completeness: the extent to which relevant available information on1.
statelessness has been reflected in the CPIN. Additional publicly
available sources should be identified where appropriate.
Accuracy and balance: whether relevant information from source material2.
has been accurately and appropriately reflected in the CPIN, noting any
specific errors or omissions.

The review should provide a comparative summary, noting the strengths and
weaknesses of the different reports.

In addition, the review should identify information on statelessness that is
not covered in any of the reports but is nonetheless relevant to supporting
decisions made by the Home Office. This may involve recommendations for new
reports on populations likely to experience statelessness about whom no
report currently exists, recommendations for information that could usefully
be incorporated into CPINs which do not currently have a section on
statelessness, and/or recommendations on other ways of ensuring the necessary
information is available to decision makers.

While there is room for individual discretion in the way the researcher
approaches the task and prepares a review, it would be helpful for the IAGCI
if some specific guidelines were followed:

The format and scope of the review should be agreed with the chair of1.
the IAGCI.
The COI under review should be assessed in terms of the situation in the2.
country up to the stated ‘cut off’ date for inclusion of information in
the report.
Any suggestions for additional information (or corrections to3.
information in the document) must be referenced to a source document for
the Home Office to be able to use it. If no published source is



available to support the suggested information, the reviewer may supply
a letter providing the information for use as a source document.

The reviewer will be requested to attend the IAGCI meeting at which their
review will be considered. Representatives from the Home Office will also
attend the meeting to provide responses to comments and recommendations made
in the review.

Reviews commissioned by the IAGCI may be used as source documents for future
CPINs and other COI products.

How to apply

Researchers interested in completing this review should submit:

a letter demonstrating their expertise with respect to issues related to
statelessness, human rights and asylum
their c.v.

Payment for this work will be set at £5,000. Expressions of interest should
be submitted to IAGCI@icibi.gov.uk by close of Monday, 31 October. We are
only able to accept expressions of interest from individuals and not from
institutions or consultancy groups.

The successful bidder will be notified by Friday, 4 November. The completed
review will be due by the close of Monday, 6 February 2023, and will be
discussed at an IAGCI meeting planned for early next year.

IAGCI invites tenders to evaluate Home
Office country information products

Section 48(2)(j) of the UK Borders Act 2007 provides that the Independent
Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration (ICIBI) shall:

consider and make recommendations about … the content of
information about conditions in countries outside the United
Kingdom which the Secretary of State compiles and makes available,
for purposes connected with immigration and asylum, to immigration
officers and other officials.

To assist the Independent Chief Inspector in fulfilling this statutory role,
a body of experts sitting as the Independent Advisory Group on Country
Information (IAGCI) regularly reviews the country of origin information (COI)
products that are issued by the Home Office. These reviews assess whether the
content of COI is accurate, balanced, objective, and up-to-date, and they
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serve as the basis for an ICIBI inspection report.

Country of origin information

The Home Office refers to COI products in procedures that assess claims of
individuals for refugee status or other forms of international and
humanitarian protection. COI is also used in policy formulation. COI is
contained in:

Country Policy and Information Notes (CPINs)
Country of Origin Information Request (COIR) responses

CPINs are generated on an ongoing basis, generally focusing on countries from
which asylum claims are most commonly received. These reports may provide
general background information on a country, address aspects of conditions in
a country that are relevant to common types of asylum claims, and/or describe
the current humanitarian or security situation in a country. CPINs are
compiled from material produced by a range of recognised external information
sources (such as news reports, academic literature, independent research
reports, and fact-finding reports from UK government or from other
governments). CPINs also contain Home Office policy on the recommended
position to be taken with respect to various types of claims, based on the
available and accepted country information.

COIR responses are prepared to address specific queries from caseworkers or
other Home Office officials. These relate to information that is not covered
in the CPINs.

Tender details

The IAGCI commissions country experts or experienced researchers to evaluate
and report upon the information contained in Home Office COI products. The
IAGCI requires an expert to review the following COI products (4 separate
tenders, 1 for each country):

Tender 1: Myanmar (Burma)

Tender 2: Albania

Tender 3: the Democratic Republic of the Congo

Tender 4: Iraq

Description of work

Reviewers are asked to evaluate the extent to which the material under review
provides an accurate, balanced, and up-to-date summary of the key available
sources regarding conditions in the country covered and to identify any areas
where the COI can be improved. Specifically, the review should entail:

assessing the extent to which information from source documents has been
appropriately and accurately reflected in the CPIN reports
identifying additional sources detailing relevant aspects of current



conditions in the country
noting and correcting any specific errors or omissions of fact
making recommendations for general improvements regarding, for example,
the structure of the report, its coverage, or its overall approach
ensuring no reference is made to an individual source which could expose
them to risk

Reviewers should follow these specific guidelines:

the review should focus exclusively on the COI contained within the
document, and not pass judgment on the policy guidance provided
COI products should be reviewed in the context of their purpose as set
out above. It should consider the situation in the country up to the
stated ‘cut off’ date for inclusion of information
when suggesting amendments, rather than ‘tracking changes’ on the
original CPIN, a list of suggested changes should be provided as part of
a stand-alone review paper, and each report should be reviewed
separately. A reporting template will be provided to reviewers
any suggestions for additional information (or corrections to
information in the document) must be referenced to a source document
(preferably open source) for the Home Office to be able to use it. The
Home Office may use foreign language source documents, but only if the
information is considered essential and is not available in an English-
language source

Previous reviews of COI products can be consulted on the ICIBI website.

The selected reviewer will be requested to attend an IAGCI meeting at which
the review will be discussed. (It is likely that this will be a virtual
meeting, and in any case, alternative arrangements may be made if attendance
at an in-person meeting is not possible.) Representatives from the Home
Office will also attend the meeting to provide responses to comments and
recommendations made in the review.

Reviews commissioned by the IAGCI will be published and may be used as source
documents for future CPINs or other Home Office COI products.

How to apply

Researchers interested in conducting one of these reviews should submit:

a one-page letter outlining relevant experience and expertise, including
knowledge of human rights and/or asylum issues pertaining to the country
covered by the COI under review
their c.v.

Payment for this work will be set at £2,000. Expressions of interest should
be submitted to IAGCI@icibi.gov.uk by close of Monday, 31 October.
Unfortunately, we are only able to accept expressions of interest from
individuals and not from institutions or consultancy groups.

Successful bidders will be notified by Friday 4 November. Final reviews for
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all tenders will be due by the close of Tuesday, 3 January 2023, and will be
discussed at an IAGCI meeting planned for early in the new year.

UKHO provides bathymetric surveys for
the Seabed 2030 project

The UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO) has started supplying bathymetric survey
data for non-UK waters to the General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans
(GEBCO), after signing the memorandum of understanding (MOU) with The Nippon
Foundation-GEBCO Seabed 2030 Project (Seabed 2030) earlier this year.

The MOU was signed with the goal of advancing the industry’s understanding of
ocean bathymetry and supporting the UN Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development. The UKHO has agreed to provide bathymetric data
gridded map products and advise on data management methods and best practice,
to support the ambitious goal of completely mapping the world’s oceans by
2030 (Seabed 2030).

The UKHO has started supplying data that covers the South Atlantic and the
waters around Antarctica to GEBCO via the Seabed 2030 Southern Ocean Regional
Centre – located at the Alfred Wegener Institute. This data is an important
contribution to the International Bathymetric Chart of the Southern Ocean
(IBCSO), GEBCO and Seabed 2030. The supplied data has contributed 3,753,614
new data points to IBCSO and GEBCO, covering a combined 13,500 nm², including
South Georgia (1,500 nm² with 55,539 data points) and Antarctica (12,000 nm²
with 2,931,105 data points).

This marks the first time, outside of the UK, that the UKHO has supplied data
directly to GEBCO for inclusion in its products. It follows the success of a
2021 trial that saw the UKHO collaborate closely with the Alfred Wegener
Institute on an initial trial data set covering South Georgia, to ensure it
met supply requirements and contained all the data and metadata required. The
trial data set – which contained a deconflicted 100m resolution bathymetric
surface covering 1,500 nm² – was supplied to the Alfred Wegener Institute in
November 2021 and was successfully integrated into the IBCSO data pipeline.

This announcement supports the UKHO’s presence at the GEBCO ‘Map the Gaps’
Symposium. The event, hosted by NOC (the UK’s National Oceanography Centre)
in association with the UKHO, takes place at the end of October 2022. Rhett
Hatcher, UK National Hydrographer and Director of Data Acquisition & Defence,
UKHO, will deliver an opening speech.

Commenting on this milestone, Rear Admiral Rhett Hatcher, UK National
Hydrographer and Director of Data Acquisition at the UKHO, said:
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It is fantastic to announce that we have started supplying
bathymetric data surveys to GEBCO for inclusion in its products.
This also marks an important milestone in our partnership with
Seabed 2030, which is part of the UKHO’s wider commitment to the
full mapping of the world’s oceans to support safe, secure, and
thriving oceans.

Next, we plan to submit data into the Caribbean region, and look
forward to further opportunities to continue to engage with the
wider geospatial community and support the UN Decade of Ocean
Science for Sustainable Development.

Boris Dorschel, Head of Southern Ocean Regional Centre, Alfred Wegener
Institute, added:

High-quality marine geospatial data plays an instrumental role in
Seabed 2030 and is essential to fulfil our task of mapping the
world’s oceans. We are very grateful to the UKHO for its data
contributions and expertise on ocean mapping solutions to realise
this goal, and to progressing the Seabed 2030 efforts to produce
the complete map of the ocean floor by 2030.

Seabed 2030 – a flagship programme of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development – is a collaborative project between The Nippon
Foundation and the General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans (GEBCO) to map the
world’s oceans completely by 2030, and to compile all bathymetric data into
the freely available GEBCO Ocean Map. GEBCO is a joint programme of the
International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission (IOC), and is the only organisation with a mandate
to map the entire ocean floor.

UN Human Rights Council 51: UK
Statement for the Interactive dialogue
on the report of the OHCHR on Myanmar

Thank you, Mr President.

Thank you Acting High Commissioner for your report.

The United Kingdom supported the council’s Fact Finding Mission on Myanmar
and its’ important work to shine a light on the military’s economic
interests. We call on all States to engage with its recommendations, which
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remain all the more important amid today’s calamitous situation in the
country.

We are committed to working with partners to target the regime’s access to
finance and arms, which facilitate the most egregious human rights
violations. These violations must stop.

The UK has a comprehensive arms embargo on Myanmar and we are clear that no
Member State should sell arms to Myanmar; doing so exasperates conflict and
instability and directly contributes to violations in the country.

Since the coup, we have announced targeted sanctions on the military
leadership, and its access to revenue, arms and military equipment.

While responsible businesses have a role to play in Myanmar in job creation,
poverty alleviation and standard setting, we must ensure that their work does
not inadvertently support the military regime. For this reason, the UK has
also strengthened its advice to UK business, encouraging enhanced due
diligence to avoid inadvertent support for the military.

Madam Acting High Commissioner,

What more can the international community to do to pressure those who sell
arms to the military?

Thank you.


