
First launch from the UK

The first ever orbital satellite launch from the UK is happening soon,
marking a new era in the UK’s space history.

Launches are part of the UK’s commercial spaceflight programme, meeting goals
set out in the government’s National Space Strategy.

All launches are subject to receiving a licence from the Civil Aviation
Authority

Read more about our vision for establishing and promoting launch from the UK.

How the launch will work
The LauncherOne rocket launching from Virgin Orbit’s Cosmic Girl plane in the
US. Credit: Virgin Orbit.

The first launch will take place from Spaceport Cornwall in the south-west of
England. It will be what is known as a ‘horizontal launch’.

A specially modified Boeing 747 from Virgin Orbit called Cosmic Girl, with a
rocket attached under its wing, will take off from a runway. In flight, the
LauncherOne rocket will launch from the wing, taking multiple small
satellites into orbit.

The plane will then return to the Spaceport, able to launch more satellites
in future.

Launch UK

Spaceport Cornwall is situated at Newquay Airport, near the coast of
Cornwall. The 747 will fly out over the sea and launch its rocket far away
from populated areas.

Why launch from the UK
The UK has a growing space sector, which employs 47,000 people. UK space
companies have a strong track record in satellite manufacturing, spacecraft
design and data applications. In fact, Glasgow builds more satellites than
anywhere outside the United States. Soon we’ll be able to launch them from
the UK too.

The UK is also located relatively far north, which means it’s perfect for
launching satellites into polar and Sun-synchronous orbits, which go over the
north and south poles. These orbits are ideal for satellites that monitor the
Earth and provide telecommunications.

With a long coastline and many islands, the UK offers a range of suitable
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locations for launching rockets safely out over the sea – away from
settlements and people.

What are we launching
DOVER Pathfinder satellite under construction with structure and solar
panels. Credit: Open Cosmos.

Several small satellites will be launched into orbit on the first UK launch.

The satellites will do many different things, including improving navigation
and communications.

Several of the satellites have been built in the UK, including a research
satellite from RHEA Group, which was built by Open Cosmos in Oxfordshire.

The first Welsh satellite will also be on the launch, from Cardiff-based
Space Forge. It will test the process of using the unique microgravity
environment of space to manufacture special materials that are much more
difficult to make on Earth.

What benefits will it bring
Launch services are worth a potential £3.8 billion to the UK economy over the
next decade.

UK spaceports will need new skills, supply chains and supporting services,
creating high-skilled jobs and opportunities across the country. For example,
Spaceport Cornwall and the Centre for Space Technologies expect to create 150
jobs.

Through initiatives such as our LogoLiftOff! and Nanosat Design competitions,
the UK Space Agency is also harnessing launch as a platform to encourage
young people to pursue STEM subjects in order to help grow the UK’s future
space talent pipeline.

Safety and the environment
Safety, security and protection of the environment are top priorities for the
UK government.

We have progressive regulations for launch which make it safe for the public
and protect the environment, while allowing new technologies to be used as
they are developed.

The government is very careful about the impact launches have on the
environment and won’t allow launches to happen before a detailed assessment
of their environmental effects has been done.

Rocket launches do release some CO2 and other by-products, but they take
place infrequently and the satellites being launched bring significant
benefits.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/youngsters-winning-logo-will-be-on-uks-historic-first-space-launches
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/glasgow-students-win-600000-climate-satellite-design-competition


Half of the data we need to monitor climate change can only come from
satellites – so it’s vital to get them into space.

UK rocket manufacturers are also working to make rocket launches better for
the environment, including turning unrecyclable plastic waste and even
beeswax into rocket fuel!

How to get involved in the launch
There are lots of ways you can take part in the launch.

You can:

come along to our event at the Science Museum in London on 15 and 16
October 2022 to see a full-scale replica of the LauncherOne rocket!
check out educational resources from Spaceport Cornwall.
watch the launch live via a Virgin Orbit livestream (more info to come
closer to launch)

After first launch
There are several other spaceports currently planned or under construction in
the UK. These are in England, Scotland and Wales.

Putin’s illegal war of choice is
failing: UK statement to the OSCE

Thank you Mr Chair.  On 30th September, Putin announced the attempted illegal
annexation of the Ukrainian regions of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia.  The United Kingdom unreservedly condemns this outrageous and
illegitimate act. It represents yet another attack on Ukraine’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity. We will never accept the regions of Donetsk,
Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia as anything other than sovereign Ukrainian
territory.

Mr Chair, the announced attempted illegal annexation is just another act of
desperation by a Russian leadership under pressure to fabricate a success to
sell to their people as a price worth paying for the thousands of Russian
service personnel who have been sent to their deaths to fight Putin’s illegal
war of choice.

On 1 October, Russian forces in the Donetsk Oblast town of Lyman withdrew in
the face of Ukrainian advances.  Lyman is a significant loss for Russia. 
Militarily, it was Russia’s eastern logistics hub and also commanded a key
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road that crossed the Siversky Donets River behind which Russia was
attempting to consolidate its defences.  But the loss of Lyman is
symbolically important for Russia too – situated within a region that Russia
supposedly aimed to “liberate”; attempted to illegally annex; and that Putin
promised would be Russian territory forever two days earlier. It is a clear
demonstration of the stark mismatch between the Kremlin’s rhetoric and
reality.

As Ukraine consolidates its advances further in the east and near Kherson in
the south, it will become painfully apparent to the Russian people that
Putin’s contrived fanfare of celebrations and concerts, which accompanied his
announced attempts to illegally annex territory, were just part of another
lie in his attempt to hide the disastrous truth of his appalling and failing
illegal invasion of Ukraine.

Mr Chair, as we have all seen, the Russian people are already realising that
the announced “partial mobilisation” is also part of that sham – a desperate
attempt to turn the tide of a failed invasion by sacrificing ordinary Russian
citizens.  On 29 September, just over a week after the mobilisation was
announced, President Putin addressed his National Security Council and
admitted that “a lot of questions are being raised during this mobilisation
campaign, and we must promptly correct our mistakes and not repeat them.” 
This rather quick public acknowledgement of problems highlights the
dysfunction of the mobilisation over its first week. Including that local
officials have almost certainly drafted many Russian citizens who are outside
the announced scope of the mobilisation.  Numerous images and video of
chaotic mobilisation centres support Putin’s own assessment that his
mobilisation is not going well.

Mr Chair, the mobilisation of these Russian citizens will not turn the tide
of this war in Putin’s favour.  The thousands of ordinary citizens sent to
war – poorly trained, poorly equipped and poorly led – will not succeed where
Russia’s professional army – with tanks, paratroopers and artillery – has
already failed.  And mobilisation is an admission that this is a war, you do
not mobilise your population to fight a limited military operation, special
or otherwise.  You mobilise a population to fight a war – in this case
Putin’s failing illegal war of choice.

Mr Chair, on 30 September, Russian forces almost certainly struck a convoy
south-east of the town of Zaporizhzhia where local authorities report that 25
civilians were killed.  The munition involved was likely a Russian long-range
air defence missile being used in a ground attack role.  We have
unfortunately seen the use of high-value air-defence and anti-ship missile
systems rerolled to strike ground targets, including civilians and civilian
infrastructure before, such as the attack on the Kremenchuk shopping centre
in June.

The strike on the convoy last week was an appalling, callous and cowardly
attack at a location routinely used by civilians to assemble before
travelling to areas of Ukraine under temporary Russian control to deliver aid
and pick up relatives.  That this strike happened on the same day President
Putin signed the illegal annexation agreement for Zaporizhzhia and claimed



that Russia would now protect those civilians is particularly deplorable.

The deliberate targeting of civilians is not only abhorrent, but also a
blatant violation of international law. The atrocities we see being committed
day after day will not be forgotten and those giving or following illegal
orders will be held to account.

Mr Chair, Russia’s continued aggressive nuclear rhetoric and signalling is
also irresponsible. It is designed to distract and deter us from supporting
Ukraine.  It achieves neither. We continue to call on Russia to de-escalate,
starting by ceasing its assault on Ukraine and withdrawing its forces.   We
urge Russia to tone down its rhetoric regarding nuclear weapons. Russia
should seek to reduce tensions and the risk of miscalculation, not increase
them.

Mr Chair, the Russian Government’s attempt to redraw the map of Europe in
blood, and conquer an independent and democratic State by force of arms is an
attack on the security and freedom of Europe. The United Kingdom, along with
many others, repeatedly warned that this would be a massive strategic mistake
and would come at a severe cost.

Mr Chair, as exemplified by the visit of our Defence Secretary, Ben Wallace,
to Kyiv last week; our support to Ukraine will remain steadfast until the
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and independence of Ukraine is fully
restored.  The UK is one of the leading donors of military aid to Ukraine,
committing £2.3 billion in 2022 and, as the Prime Minister announced at UNGA
77, this amount will be matched or exceeded in 2023.  Just weeks ago we
committed to donating more than 120 logistics vehicles in the latest tranche
of gifted military equipment.

The UK has also trained more than 27,000 members of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine since 2015, including over 5,500 of new recruits in the UK this year,
with help from allies and partners.  The training teaches troops key skills
such as weapons handling, first aid, fieldcraft, patrol tactics, vehicle-
mounted operations and trench and urban warfare, which will give them a
crucial edge on the battlefield over Russia’s professional and mobilised
soldiers.

The UK stands in solidarity with Ukraine, including through the ongoing
provision of military assistance, as Ukrainians defend their homeland and
fight for the simple right to a free, peaceful and prosperous future. Thank
you.

WTO Trade Policy Review of Mexico: UK
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Statement

Chair, let me speak, for the first time at a TPR, on behalf of His Majesty’s
Government and to welcome the Mexican delegation under the leadership of the
Undersecretary of Foreign Trade, Luz María De La Mora. Thanks to the Mexican
Federal Government and the WTO for their reports. Let me also thank the Chair
and our distinguished Discussant, Clare Kelly for kindly facilitating this
Trade Policy Review and providing us such an insightful basis for our
discussions.

In our written questions for this Review, we were keen to gain a deeper
understanding of Mexico’s regulatory framework in areas including
Intellectual Property, domestic regulating bodies and agencies, the
government procurement regime, Trade in Services, and SPS measures. This
broad range of questions covering a panoply of themes is an indication of the
range of opportunities available to Mexican and UK business from our
accelerating bilateral trade.

Chair, this review includes a period of acute economic instability globally.
WE are therefore pleased to welcome the positive steps which the Mexican
Federal Government took to mitigate these shocks, notably through the
expansion of digitisation services for administrative procedures for imports
and agri-food exports.

It is encouraging that in periods of economic stress, actions such as these
demonstrate that opportunities can be found, notably digital opportunities,
which can accelerate best practice and improve the free trading environment.
This also builds on previous efforts to reform customs procedures, as
identified during Mexico’s last TPR, back in 2017.

In that TPR, the then Chair outlined in her concluding remarks Member’s
concerns that Mexico’s trade was highly dependent on a single export market,
noting that there was a need to diversify. During this review period, Mexico
has indeed enacted some of the suggestions made to address this, including
strengthening economic ties with different trading partners.

To this same end, the UK was pleased to sign a Trade Continuity Agreement
(TCA) with Mexico which came into force on 1 June last year. We look forward
to delivering our Factual Presentation to the Committee on Regional Trade
Agreements next month

To realise the full potential of our trading relationship, Mexico and the UK
launched negotiations in London on 20 May this year to secure a more modern
and comprehensive bilateral FTA. As Mexico highlighted in its Report to this
review, we have agreed on the modernisation of rules relating to investment
and intellectual property, and the inclusion of innovative provisions
relating to SMEs, gender and innovation, among others. We look forward to
bringing this agreement to fruition as soon as we can and to our businesses
making full use of the opportunities that the FTA should offer to grow their
business and generate prosperity for British and Mexican citizens.
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As others have noted, Mexico has also signed agreements with the United
States, Canada, and the EU, and has signed the entry-into-force of the CPTPP.
As the Secretariat recognises in its Report, these and other preferential
trade agreements demonstrate the importance that regionalism plays in
Mexico’s trade relations.

Back In 2017, Members also encouraged Mexico to join plurilateral agreements,
notably the GPA. We would welcome Mexico’s indication of progress from Mexico
with regards to this key plurilateral agreement.

Let me welcome Mexico’s support for the Inclusive Trade Action Group ITAG and
Global Trade and Gender Arrangement (GTAGA), as well as its engagement in the
WTO own Informal Working Group on Trade and Gender. All these important
initiatives help to increase women’s economic empowerment through enhanced
trade opportunities, an objective the UK fully shares with Mexico.

Through our Embassy in Mexico City, the UK has been pleased to work with
Mexico on developing a methodology to measure the wage gap in Mexico and help
to identify a remedy. This is an on-going and important work, and we
encourage Mexico to continue to advance the necessary actions in order to
reap the full reward of Mexico’s ambitions in this area.

Regarding transparency, like others the UK notes that less than 200 measures
have been recorded by Mexico in the WTO’s Trade Monitoring Database, a low
notification level in both relative and absolute terms. The median G20 Member
notifies around 400 measures. Notifications and transparency obligations are
we all recognise a cornerstone of the ongoing success of the WTO, and we
therefore encourage Mexico to continue their efforts to ensure maximum levels
of transparency regarding notifications.

Furthermore, recent data suggests that of 257 policy intervention measures in
force, 69% (or 177of them) are trade restrictive rather than trade-
facilitating. As such, the UK encourages Mexico to pursue balanced trade
policies.

As the Secretariat’s Report identifies, Mexico is working to open-up untapped
potential within its economy. Export diversification and the spreading of
regional exporting opportunities have significant potential to achieve this,
expanding the benefits of free trade at a global level and contributing to an
improved, strengthened international trading system, it s in all our
interest. The UK looks forward to working with our Mexican partners to help
make the most of these opportunities.

Finally Madame Chair we like to thank the delegation Mexico for their
fruitful engagement in this important transparency exercise and we wish them
a successful 7th Trade Policy Review, and thank the Distinguished PR and
excellent team to reap all possibilities of WTO

Thank you, Chair.



Inland Border Facilities update

Two temporary Inland Border Facilities (IBFs) will be closing earlier than
planned, in November 2022, HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) announced today.

The two remaining interim IBF sites Warrington and Ebbsfleet, will close on
13 November and 27 November respectively, following the closure of Birmingham
and North Weald IBFs earlier this year.

IBFs allow HMRC to carry out documentation checks and physical inspections
away from the UK’s busiest ports to help with the flow of goods in and out of
the UK.

Testing at the Sevington and Holyhead IBFs showed these two larger facilities
can handle all IBF traffic without the support of the smaller sites.
Therefore Ebbsfleet and Warrington IBFs will close ahead of the planned
December closure date.

Claire Dartington, Director, Borders and Trade, and Senior Responsible Owner
of the IBF Programme at HMRC, said:

Inland Border Facilities are constantly under review to make sure
they provide value for the taxpayer and meet the demands of traffic
flow.

We will continue to provide an excellent service and support the
flow of trade through the Sevington and Holyhead IBF sites.

Published 5 October 2022
Last updated 5 October 2022 + show all updates

5 October 20221.

Statement has been updated

5 October 20222.
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Added translation

WRFC Players Limited: information for
creditors and interested parties

On 5 October 2022, the Court made a winding-up order against WRFC Players
Limited. The Official Receiver became liquidator of the company as a
consequence of the winding up order.

In accordance with her statutory duties, the Official Receiver as liquidator
will wind-down the affairs of the company, including realising any available
assets and distributing funds to creditors. The Official Receiver will also
investigate the cause of the company’s insolvency, including the conduct of
current and former directors.

WRFC Players Limited was the entity which employed the players and staff of
Worcester Warriors Rugby Football Club.

Further information relating to the administration of WRFC Trading Limited or
the fixed charge receiver appointment over Sixways Stadium can be found at:
www.begbies-traynorgroup.com/news/administration/begbies-traynor-llp-appointe
d-as-wrfc-trading-limited-administrators.

Information for employees
If you were an employee of WRFC Players Limited, the information in this
section provides advice about claiming money you’re owed and where you can
seek support.

Who is eligible?

You can apply to the Insolvency Service for redundancy and other payments if:

you worked for these companies under an employment contract
you live in England, Scotland or Wales.

How to apply

The Official Receiver will give you details about how to apply and will also
give you a case reference number (for example CN12345678).

Once you have this information you can apply online.
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What you can apply for

What you can apply for depends on your circumstances. The Insolvency Service
can pay:

money you’re owed by WRFC Players Limited, for example unpaid wages,
overtime and commission
redundancy pay: if you’ve worked for WRFC Players Limited for at least 2
years
pro rata holiday pay (known as ‘holiday pay accrued’): the leave you
were entitled to take between the start of your leave year and the date
you were made redundant
holiday pay taken (HPT): if WRFC Players Limited hasn’t paid you for
annual leave you took before liquidation
statutory notice pay: if you’ve worked for WRFC Players Limited for at
least 1 month

There are caps on what we can pay you for each type of claim. Find out how
much we can pay you.

Paying your claim

On average the Insolvency Service’s Redundancy Payments Service pays
redundancy and related claims within 14 days of receipt of information.

Find more information about what we can pay.

Redundancy: help finding work and claiming benefits.

Please don’t contact us about how to claim, or to check the status of your
application. This will help us deal with everyone’s application as quickly as
possible.

Information for creditors
You will need to register as a creditor in the liquidation if:

you have not been paid for goods or services you’ve supplied to WRFC
Players Limited (in liquidation)
you have paid WRFC Players Limited (in liquidation) for goods or
services that you have not received

To register as a creditor you will need to complete a Proof of Debt form
which you should then email to piu.or@insolvency.gov.uk

Once you have registered and the Official Receiver receives your Proof of
Debt form she will add you to the list of creditors and include you on future
correspondence about the case.
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Information for customers
If you are a customer of WRFC Players Limited, please contact the Official
Receiver via email: piu.or@insolvency.gov.uk.
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