
Putin is resorting to more cruel,
brutal, deadly methods in Ukraine: UK
statement to the OSCE

Thank you Mr Chair. The start of this week marked eight months of Russia’s
illegal and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. Eight months of suffering,
destruction and loss, at the hands of Russian Forces and President Putin.
Eight months of Russia’s failure to subjugate the Ukrainian people and their
democracy. Eight months of Russian government lies and disinformation.

Just this weekend, the Russian government baselessly tried to claim that
Ukraine was planning actions to escalate the conflict in Ukraine through the
use of a dirty bomb. There is no reason to suggest that Ukraine would use
such a device in its own territory, against its own people and Russia has
provided no evidence to support its claims.

As Ukraine has reconfirmed in the last few days, it has no nuclear weapons,
no dirty bombs and no plans to acquire any. The IAEA has unambiguously stated
they have no proliferation concerns and as reiterated today, Ukraine has
offered to open its sites for further inspection.

Russia has a history of making false claims to provide a pretext or cover for
its own actions. Russia has demonstrated its disregard for global nuclear
security through its illegal takeover of the Ukrainian nuclear power plant at
Zaporizhzhia, and Russia is the only State which has repeatedly raised the
prospect of nuclear weapons use during the course of its illegal invasion.

The Russian government is hoping to distract and de-sensitise the world from
what is really happening on the ground in Ukraine – the continued killing and
injuring of Ukrainian civilians and the targeting of critical national
infrastructure by the Russian military. An adviser to Ukraine’s energy
minister has reported that as much as 40% of Ukraine’s energy infrastructure
has been seriously damaged, with approximately 1.5 million households left
without electricity following more strikes on Saturday.

This is a concerted campaign by Russia to deplete Ukraine’s energy generating
capabilities ahead of winter. Families are being forced to cook their evening
meals on the side of the street, using open fires; hospitals are dependent on
back-up generators, jeopadizing patient safety; parents worry how they will
keep their children warm at night; police have even reported that many air
raid sirens don’t have the electricity to warn of other potential airstrikes.
The devastating impacts are being felt across all areas of civilian life –
from education; to sanitation; to communications, through to the meeting of
fundamental human needs such as warmth, food and clean water.

The Russian government and the Russian military are knowingly and
systematically plunging millions into cold and darkness, weaponising energy
in an attempt to crush the courage and strength of the Ukrainian people.
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Attacks disproportionately killing civilians, and destroying objects
indispensable to the survival of civilians, are prohibited under
international humanitarian law and may constitute war crimes. It is barbaric.

In Kherson, the Russian government is attempting to forcibly remove and
resettle Ukrainian citizens. Mr Chair – this is not an evacuation; it is
deportation. Preparing for the oncoming Ukrainian counter-attack, we have
heard credible reports of the looting of an entire city by Russian forces –
including emergency service vehicles and medical equipment being taken to
Crimea. Russian officials and senior military officers, installed to oversee
the sham referenda and attempted illegal annexation are now fleeing, leaving
newly mobilised and inexperienced Russian servicepersons to their fate.

President Putin is resorting to more cruel, brutal, deadly methods. But as we
have seen time and time again in these past eight months, the resilience and
strength of the Ukrainian people in the face of such adversity is truly
admirable. They are not alone in this struggle. The UK, with our partners,
will continue to support Ukraine militarily, financially, with humanitarian
assistance and through sanctions, to ensure they can protect their people,
defend their country and restore territorial integrity and sovereignty to the
whole of Ukraine.

As we approach winter, the unity of the international community, the outrage
at Russia’s continued disdain for human life and the standing up for
international rules, laws and principles must not and will not fade away.
Ukraine is not only defending its right to exist as a sovereign and
democratic country; Ukraine is defending the right of all peoples of all
States to live in freedom, without fear of aggression from authoritarian
regimes. We have so much gratitude. We stand by you now and for as long as it
takes.

Fraudulent construction firm shut down
after credit scam

Nobleread Ltd has been wound up by the High Court and the Official Receiver
has been appointed liquidator of the company.

The company operated two businesses, NB Construction and NB Wholesale.
Between February and April 2021, it ordered various construction goods on
credit under each name following approaches to suppliers.

Representatives for NB Construction would approach building sites or
tradesmen in builders’ merchants in person and offer materials and supplies
at a reduced price, for cash.

Arrangements with customers occurred via WhatsApp and over the phone, and in
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most cases goods were shipped directly to site by the trade supplier. The
cash payment was then collected in person by the NB Construction
representative

Suppliers contacted by NB Wholesale would alternatively ship goods to a
Nobleread warehouse in Essex. The owner of the warehouse told investigators
that six suppliers in total had delivered to them for Nobleread. From there
the goods were collected by a removal company who were paid in cash.

The suppliers, having agreed to a credit facility with NB Wholesale, were
then left unpaid, with debts totalling over £60,000.

Goods ordered by the company from suppliers included building materials such
as paving, insulation, rooflights and decking to decorating supplies,
commercial microwaves, vacuums, combi boilers, reed diffusers and room
sprays.

Both Nobleread entities appear to have ceased trading later in 2021, and
their websites were taken down.

The company used identity theft to create a fake director and also when
making applications for credit.

The High Court agreed that closing down the company was in the public
interest, given the lack of cooperation, failure to deliver up adequate
accounting records, and objectionable trading practices.

Mark George, Chief Investigator at the Insolvency Service, said:

Nobleread has gone about its business in a reprehensible manner and
those behind it have gone to great lengths to hide their
identities. Suppliers should always do due diligence on companies
before agreeing any credit facilities, and check the integrity of
any trade references in particular.

We will always seek to have companies wound-up in such cases, in
the public interest.

Notes to editors

Nobleread Limited – company number 12554271

All public enquiries concerning the affairs of the company should be made to:
The Official Receiver, Public Interest Unit, 16th Floor, 1 Westfield Avenue,
Stratford, London, E20 1HZ. Telephone: 0300 678 0015 Email:
piu.or@insolvency.gov.uk

Company Investigations, part of the Insolvency Service, uses powers under the
Companies Act 1985 to conduct confidential fact-finding investigations into
the activities of live limited companies in the UK on behalf of the Secretary
of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS). Further
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information about live company investigations is available

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:

Call for Evidence: An inspection of
Home Office operations to effect the
removal of foreign national offenders

News story

The Chief Inspector invites anyone with knowledge and experience of the Home
Office’s operations to effect the removal of foreign national offenders to
submit evidence for his next inspection.

In line with his 2022-23 inspection plan, the Independent Chief Inspector of
Borders and Immigration has commenced an inspection of Home Office operations
to effect the removal of foreign national offenders.

This inspection will examine the processes and procedures in place to remove
foreign national offenders with a particular focus on:

the effectiveness and quality of the services provided by the
Immigration Prison Teams
the prioritisation of cases for removal and the effectiveness of the
early removal and facilitated returns schemes
the Home Office’s strategy for the collection, monitoring and reporting
of FNO data, and how this data is used to capture best practice and
drive improvements

The Independent Chief Inspector invites anyone with knowledge and experience
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of these Home Office teams and functions to submit evidence to inform this
inspection and would be pleased to hear both what is working well and what
could be improved. Submissions touching on any and all areas of interest,
including those that may not be mentioned above, are therefore welcome.

Please click here to email your submission to the Chief Inspector.

Please note: My statutory remit does not extend to investigating or making
decisions about individual applications. This remains a Home Office
responsibility. But, I am able and do take an interest in individual cases to
the extent that they illustrate or point to systemic problems.

In accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) we need
your permission to process and retain the information you submit in your
submission, by clicking here a consent statement will automatically be added
to your email. However if you are using a non-compatible email client then
please send your submission to FNO@icibi.gov.uk with ‘Home Office operations
to effect the removal of foreign national offenders, evidence submission’ in
the subject line and include the following consent statement in the body of
your email, ‘I consent to the Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and
Immigration retaining and processing the information and data in this email.’
Please do not include this statement if you do not wish to give your consent.
The information you submit may be quoted in the final inspection report, but
it is the ICIBI’s practice not to name sources and to anonymise as much as
possible any examples or case studies.

This call for evidence will remain open until 23 November 2022.

David Neal, Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration, October
2022.

Published 27 October 2022

British High Commission brings veteran
and young climate activists under one
roof to find solutions to climate
change

The discussion was held at the Residence of the British High Commissioner
where young climate change activists from Bangladesh Youth Environment
Initiative (BYEI) shared their ideas with climate experts and policy
influencers such as Waseqa Ayesha Khan MP, Chair, Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources and Co-Chair,
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Climate Parliament; Professor Saleemul Huq, Director, International Centre
for Climate Change and Development; Farah Kabir, Country Director, Action Aid
Bangladesh; and Md Mahbub ur Rahman, CEO, HSBC Bangladesh.

Organised ahead of COP27 in November, the aim of the event was to strengthen
UK-Bangladesh cooperation on climate change by exchanging views and practical
suggestions for action at all levels. Particular focus was given to views
from young people who will have to face the harsh impacts of climate change
in the years ahead more than anyone else. The debate highlighted the
difficulties of transitioning to clean energy and the costs of adaptation,
particularly amongst vulnerable countries like Bangladesh.

British High Commissioner Robert Chatterton Dickson hosted the event and said

“As one of the most climate-vulnerable countries in the world, Bangladesh is
playing a key role internationally both in prompting high emitting countries
to be more ambitious, as well as setting the example in building resilience.
The UK and Bangladesh partnered closely in the run up to COP26 to raise
global ambition, and we continue to work closely to turn commitments into
action. It was great to hear fresh thinking on mitigation, adaptation and
climate finance from expert and passionate young people.”

The UK is committed to working with Bangladesh in tackling the adverse
effects of climate change. The UK government is currently supporting
Bangladesh’s work on expanding renewable energy to help meet Bangladesh’s
stretching target of 40% of the country’s energy from clean and renewable
sources by 2041. Bangladesh is finalising its National Adaptation Plan, and
is calling on developed countries to raise their ambition on reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, and on providing greater amounts of climate
finance.

Further information

British High Commission Dhaka
United Nations Road
Baridhara
Dhaka – 1212
Bangladesh

Email: Dhaka.Press@fco.gov.uk

Follow the British High Commissioner to Bangladesh on Twitter: @RCDicksonUK

Follow the British High Commission Dhaka on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and
Linkedin
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Russia and Iran have been caught red-
handed violating resolution 2231: UK
statement at the Security Council

Thank you Mr President and I thank the USG for Legal Affairs for his
briefing.

This meeting represents another attempt by Russia to distract from its crimes
in Ukraine and Iran and Russia’s failure to abide by their international
obligations.

Russia and Iran have been caught red-handed violating resolution 2231.

Russia is now concocting an argument about process because they cannot defend
their actions. We have seen them do this many times before. It is sad that
this is now standard procedure for them.

Based on the evidence provided by Ukraine and significant amounts of open
source reporting, our view is clear: Iran has supplied UAVs to Russia with
which Russia is targeting Ukrainian civilians and civilian infrastructure and
these UAVs fall under the list in Annex B paragraph 4 of UNSCR 2231.

Given no prior approval was sought or granted by the Security Council, these
transfers represent violations of resolution 2231.

Unlike Russia, we are happy for our position to be verified. We have
therefore expressed support for an impartial, expert investigation by the UN
Secretariat, in line with its mandate under resolution 2231, so the facts can
be clearly established.

As Council members are aware and as others have made clear already today, the
UN 2231 Secretariat has conducted many such investigations, most recently in
UAE and Saudi Arabia. So this is entirely in line with precedent and normal
practice.

Russia’s claim we are trying to unduly influence the Secretariat is both
absurd and hypocritical. It is Russia, in trying to sustain its
disinformation which first attacked the Secretary-General and now the whole
Secretariat, just for doing their jobs.

And it is Russia that has threatened to end all cooperation with the UN if
the Secretariat does not do as Russia wants.

That is not the behaviour of a country with nothing to hide. It is the
behaviour of a bully.

Colleagues, what is Russia trying to do here today?

Russia is trying to make the UN’s ability to monitor implementation of a key
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non-proliferation resolution subject to a new lock in the Security Council in
which Russia itself has a veto.

Russia is again trying to abuse its seat on the Council to shield itself from
international scrutiny.

Further open source reporting suggests that Iran intends to transfer yet more
UAVs and, potentially, ballistic missiles to Russia. Any such transfers of
items could constitute further violations of resolution 2231 and represent a
significant escalation.

In using Iranian drones to attack civilians, as part of its invasion of
Ukraine, Russia is violating the UN Charter, a Security Council resolution
and may be committing war crimes. That is quite the hat-trick. These
increasingly desperate attempts to distract us from these facts and undermine
the system must be rejected.


