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Press release

The Prime Minister spoke to French President Macron this morning.

The Prime Minister spoke to French President Macron this morning.

President Macron congratulated him on his appointment, and the Prime Minister
stressed the importance he places on the UK’s relationship with France – our
neighbour and ally.

The leaders agreed that there are a huge range of areas where UK-France
cooperation is vital, including on Ukraine, climate, defence and the economy.
The Prime Minister also noted the strong historic and cultural links between
our countries, as exemplified by President Macron’s moving words following
the death of Her Majesty The Queen.

The Prime Minister and President Macron discussed a range of global issues,
including Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. They agreed on the importance of
continuing to work in support of Ukraine. As people across Europe face a
difficult winter, with rising energy costs resulting from Putin’s invasion,
the leaders resolved to work together to secure a more stable energy future.
This includes increasing cooperation on nuclear energy.

The Prime Minister stressed the importance for both nations to make the
Channel route completely unviable for people traffickers. The leaders
committed to deepening our partnership to deter deadly journeys across the
Channel that benefit organised criminals.

The Prime Minister and President Macron looked forward to meeting soon, and
to holding a UK-France Summit next year.
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New package of measures announced to
support poultry industry with bird flu

New government support for the poultry industry has been announced today
(Friday 28th October) to assist farmers and producers with the impacts of
bird flu. The United Kingdom is dealing with its worst ever bird flu outbreak
with over 200 cases confirmed across the country in the last 12 months.

Under the new plans, the Government will alter the existing bird flu
compensation scheme allowing compensation to be paid to farmers from the
outset of planned culling rather than at the end. This will allow us to
provide swifter payments to help stem any cash flow pressures and give
earlier certainty about entitlement to compensation. The payments better
reflect the impact of outbreaks on farmers.

In consultation with the Food Standards Agency, an easement to marketing
rules is also being introduced in England. The measures mean that farmers who
breed turkeys, geese or ducks for their meat will have the option to
slaughter their flocks early and to freeze these products, which can then be
defrosted and sold to consumers between the period 28 November and 31
December 2022. This option will give farmers certainty over business
planning.

We have a highly resilient food supply chain, producing over 11 million
turkeys in the United Kingdom every year, with just under two thirds of these
consumed over the Christmas period.

Farming Minister Mark Spencer said:

Farmers and poultry producers are facing real pressures as a result
of this avian flu outbreak, and we know many are concerned about
the impact on their flocks

We hope the practical solutions announced today will help provide
greater financial certainty. We very much appreciate the continued
cooperation from the sector as we battle this insidious disease and
will continue to keep the situation under close review

Last week, the Chief Veterinary Officer introduced a national Avian Influenza
Prevention Zone meaning that bird keepers must implement strict biosecurity
measures to safeguard their flocks from this highly infectious disease. In
addition to this, a regional housing measure remains in place across Norfolk,
Suffolk and parts of Essex, where keepers must house their flocks until
further notice.
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All bird keepers (whether they are pet birds, a commercial farm or just a few
birds in a backyard flock) must remain vigilant and help prevent avian
influenza by:

cleanse and disinfect clothing, footwear, equipment and vehicles before
and after contact with poultry and captive birds – if practical, use
disposable protective clothing
reduce the movement of people, vehicles or equipment to and from areas
where poultry and captive birds are kept, to minimise contamination from
manure, slurry and other products, and use effective vermin control
keep records of mortality, movement of poultry and poultry products and
any changes in production
thoroughly clean and disinfect housing on a continuous basis
keep fresh disinfectant at the right concentration at all farm and
poultry housing entry and exit points
minimise direct and indirect contact between poultry and captive birds
and wild birds, including making sure all feed and water is not
accessible to wild birds
prevent access by poultry to ponds and watercourses and ensure that
birds are kept in fenced or enclosed areas

Public health advice remains that the risk to human health from the virus is
very low and food standards bodies advise that avian influenzas pose a very
low food safety risk for UK consumers. Do not touch or pick up any dead or
sick birds that you find and instead report them to the Defra helpline on
03459 33 55 77.

More information on the current bird flu outbreak can be found in our rolling
news story.

Update on progress on Environmental
Targets

News story

Summary of progress on Environmental Targets set out in the Environment Act,
following the publication of a Written Ministerial Statement.
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There has been significant work undertaken to progress the ambitious
environmental targets resulting from the Environment Act 2021.

The Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) received
over 180,000 responses from a range of individuals, businesses and other
organisations to the target consultation which closed on 27th June 2022.

In light of the volume of material and the significant public response it is
not possible to publish the updated environmental targets as originally
intended by the end of October 2022.

Environment Secretary, Therese Coffey said:

I was part of the ministerial team that created the 25 Year
Environment Plan and prepared the Environment Bill presented to
Parliament in 2019.

Defra will continue to work at pace to finalise these environmental
targets.

The Government remains committed to halting the decline in species by 2030
and bringing forward the wider suite of targets, which will help clean up our
air, reduce pollution, keep our water clean and reduce waste. To date the
Government has published over 800 pages of evidence that underpin the draft
targets, based on three years of detailed consideration of the scientific and
economic evidence.

The Environment Act will deliver the most ambitious environmental programme
of any country and help support our international commitments to protect 30
per cent of land and ocean by 2030. The UK has played a leading role in
driving countries around the world to sign up to ambitious targets to reverse
biodiversity loss, for example through our work to negotiate the Leaders
Pledge for Nature last year, which commits world leaders to taking action to
drive sustainable food production, end the illegal wildlife trade and tackle
climate change.

A Written Ministerial Statement has been laid in Parliament to update both
houses, this can be read here.

https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2022-10-28/hcws347
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Report by OSCE Conflict Prevention
Centre: UK response, October 2022

Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Ambassador Yrjölä, for your timely report.
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has fundamentally impacted the OSCE and
undermined Euro-Atlantic security. Over the last two years, there has also
been a reversal of a falling trend in fatalities from armed conflict
globally, as highlighted by the UN Secretary General. Against this backdrop,
it is more important than ever that the OSCE conflict cycle instruments are
robust to deal with contemporary security challenges.

Ambassador, today is an opportunity to reflect and take stock of our work to
promote comprehensive security. Prior to its invasion, Russia blocked the
mandate renewals of the Border Observer Mission, the Special Monitoring
Mission, and the Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine.  Russia lied about its
unprecedented military buildup on the borders of Ukraine and refused to
engage in good faith in the Renewed European Security Dialogue.  And since
the 24 February, Russia, enabled by Belarus, has brought a new wave of
indefensible suffering on the Ukrainian people across land, air, sea, and
cyberspace. It has tried to change the status of Ukrainian territory through
attempted annexation and sham referenda. And throughout, Russia continues to
lie about it, week-in-week-out, right here in this room.

At the same time, Russia continues to undermine Georgia’s sovereignty and
violate its territorial integrity by recognising the so-called independence
of Georgia’s Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions and its attempted
borderisation tactics. In Moldova, Russian forces and munitions remain
present without the consent of the Moldovan government. We continue to
support efforts to ensure peaceful resolutions to the conflicts in Georgia
and Moldova.

The Conflict Prevention Centre (CPC), as the OSCE ‘nerve cell’, plays a vital
role in responding to these situations, through its international reporting,
early warning, dialogue facilitation, mediation, rehabilitation, and
programme management. It continues to strengthen the security of States and
wider regions through its support to the field missions, their host
countries, and Special Representatives, as well as here in Vienna by
providing invaluable support to the FSC.

We remain grateful to the Secretary General for her decisive action in
providing early warning to the Permanent Council in February on the situation
in Ukraine. Early warning is a vital tool to get right, and as the OSCE-wide
Focal Point, we rely on CPC for its analysis in this space.
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Thank you to all those involved for the important work in evacuating
international mission members from the Special Monitoring Mission to Ukraine
(SMM) and supporting the relocation of national mission members to safer
locations within the country in February. We call on Russia for the immediate
release of our OSCE colleagues currently in detention in Donetsk and Luhansk.

We agree that conventional arms control and confidence building measures
remain crucial. The Belarusian authorities’ obfuscation and Russia’s refusal
to engage with the two invocations of the Vienna Document Chapter three
mechanism was an important early warning signal. We share your concerns about
the impact of recent military escalation between Armenia and Azerbaijan, and
recognize the quick deployment of a ‘needs assessment’ to establish the facts
and gather verified information in the conflict-affected areas.

We welcome the various tools being utilised in response to the crisis in
Afghanistan, where OSCE activities can help to address vulnerabilities and
support connectivity and development for the region.

We also welcome the role field missions play in facilitating dialogue to
address the escalation of tensions in border areas.

In each of these cases, we have been pleased to see an inclusive, holistic
and gender-sensitive approach adopted. Inclusivity and the role of women in
particular must be mainstreamed into both the informal and formal aspects of
peace processes, enabling an environment for women to be able to speak up for
their rights, their communities, and their futures.

Ambassador, your report is a helpful reminder that we have a set of tools
available to de-escalate and build trust. And while these tools can
constantly be strengthened, we must recognise that all the available
resources can only be as effective as we – States – allow them to be. We must
demonstrate the political will to use OSCE and other resources and to fully
implement the principles and commitments that underpin comprehensive
security.

I join others in thanking you and your team for your ongoing support to each
OSCE State facing a current conflict situation. The coming year will be no
less challenging and will require our renewed commitment to conflict-
prevention, securing and sustaining peace. Thank you.

11-year ban for rogue magazine
publisher

Alan Peterson, from Liverpool, was sole director of Sage Media National
Limited. The company began trading from January 2018 and had a contract to
produce and distribute a magazine titled ‘Copperwheel’ on behalf of the West
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Midlands Police Motor Club.

The magazine was published twice a year and Sage Media National Limited would
cold call businesses to sell advertising in the magazine.

Concerns, however, were raised about the advertising sales techniques used by
Sage Media National Limited before the Insolvency Service launched
confidential enquiries into the publisher’s activities.

Following a petition by the Insolvency Service, the courts wound-up Sage
Media National Limited in November 2020 and appointed the Official Receiver
as Liquidator. Further investigations uncovered that Alan Peterson caused the
magazine publisher to carry out substantial misconduct.

Sage Media National Limited consistently misinformed and abused their
clients. The magazine publisher used aggressive sales techniques, invoiced
clients for advertising services they did not order, deluded clients into
thinking the magazine had a substantial subscription list, and misled clients
by suggesting it was affiliated with the emergency services.

One charity, having agreed to a single advert, was invoiced for two further
adverts they had not agreed to, and the invoice was paid from a volunteer’s
personal funds.

Through these duplicitous activities, Sage Media National Limited secured
£74,000 from clients for advertisements that it failed to publish in
specified editions of a magazine or at all.

The magazine publisher also failed to maintain and/or preserve and/or deliver
up adequate accounting records. This has meant that the Official Receiver has
been unable to establish the legitimacy of several of the company’s
activities, including why more than £32,000 was transferred to Alan
Peterson’s personal account.

In June 2022, the Secretary of State accepted a 11-year disqualification
undertaking from Alan Peterson, after he did not dispute that he caused Sage
Media National Limited to act with a lack of commercial probity.

Alan Peterson is banned from directly, or indirectly, becoming involved in
the promotion, formation or management of a company, without the permission
of the court.

Karen Maxwell, Deputy Chief Investigator for the Insolvency Service, said:

Sage Media National Limited unscrupulously targeted companies using
aggressive sales tactics to advertise in a magazine that didn’t
have the reach or associations that it falsely claimed to have. As
sole director of the magazine publisher, Alan Peterson was
ultimately responsible for the company’s objectionable tactics and
abusing clients of thousands of pounds.

11 years is a substantial ban and Alan Peterson has rightly been
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removed from the corporate arena for a significant amount of time.
From petitioning the courts to wind-up the company, through to
securing Alan Peterson’s disqualification, this case clearly
demonstrates the full abilities of the Insolvency Service to tackle
serious financial misconduct.

Alan Peterson is from Liverpool and his date of birth is November 1962.

Sage Media National Limited Limited (Company number 11176202)

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings. Persons subject
to a disqualification order are bound by a range of restrictions.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:
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