
Foreign Secretary calls on global
community to fight terrorism

Foreign Secretary James Cleverly will address the UN Security Council
Counter Terrorism Committee during a visit to India this week
He will use his speech in New Delhi today (Saturday) to call for like-
minded partners to come together behind a mission to cut terrorist
resources and prevent future attacks like that seen in Mumbai in 2008
The Foreign Secretary started his first visit to India in his role in
Mumbai yesterday (Friday) before travelling on to New Delhi today

The international community must work together to “starve terrorists of the
finance and emerging technologies” that will cause destruction around the
world, UK Foreign Secretary James Cleverly will set out today (Saturday 29
October).

Speaking at the United Nations Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee
in New Delhi, he will call on countries to work together to fight online
terrorism – including global terror recruitment campaigns and live streaming
of attacks.

It comes after he paid his respects yesterday at the Taj Palace Hotel in
Mumbai, to those who lost their lives in the city’s 2008 terror attack,
including three British nationals.

The Foreign Secretary is due to say:

Within the space of two decades, terrorists have gone from
circulating crackly voice recordings from the depths of Tora Bora,
to global online recruitment and incitement campaigns, to live-
streaming attacks.

Online incitement has radicalised vulnerable people in far off
countries, who have gone on to use rental vans as weapons of
terror.

So we must continue to work together to fight terrorist ideologies
online.

He will conclude we must “starve terrorists of the finance and emerging
technologies that will cause death and destruction around the world”.

The UK’s Counter Daesh Communication Cell, in partnership with the US and UAE
Governments, works to challenge Daesh propaganda. The UK is also working to
stop terrorists exploiting online platforms and to push tech companies to
crack down harder on extremist online content through the G7 and the Global
Internet Forum to Counter Terrorism.
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Around the world unmanned aerial systems are being used to inflict terror.
The UK is funding new technology to tackle these drones and stop terrorists
from misusing them.

During the visit, the Foreign Secretary announced further collaboration
between the UK and India through British International Investment. This
included £11 million of UK funding invested in Kinara Capital, a woman-led
fintech company. British International Investment is designed to strengthen
trade ties with our partners and generate economic growth, benefitting the UK
and creating jobs at home.

He also announced a £22 million investment by the UK-backed Neev II Fund into
Hygenco which will help India’s green energy transition by pioneering green
hydrogen.

The Foreign Secretary is due to meet India’s Minister of External Affairs
Jaishankar today to discuss the latest on the 2030 Roadmap, the landmark
commitment to boost cooperation between the UK and India over the next
decade.

Notes to editors:

More information about the UNSC event can be found here
Kinara Capital is a digital lender that helps small entrepreneurs access
finance to drive India’s economic development and creation of jobs. The
investment is $12.5m by British International Investment (BII).
Hygenco is pioneering green hydrogen technology. This investment of £22
million comes from FCDO backed Neev II Fund in partnership with the
State Bank of India.

UK announces new support for cholera
outbreak in Syria

Press release

FCDO Minister of State, Lord (Tariq) Ahmad, has announced new support for
UNICEF in response to the cholera outbreak.
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The UK will provide £2 million to UNICEF in response to the cholera outbreak
in Syria, which continues to spread across the country and risks overwhelming
fragile health systems.

As the international community scales up its response to the outbreak, which
has now spread to Lebanon, this funding will contribute to UNICEF’s cholera
response, including establishing cholera treatment centres, giving people
access to cholera kits and training the public on how to prevent the spread
of cholera.

Minister of State and the Prime Minister’s Special Representative on
Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict, Lord (Tariq) Ahmad said:

We are deeply concerned by the cholera outbreak across Syria, the
first in more than ten years. With humanitarian needs the highest
they have ever been, there is a significant risk that malnutrition,
lack of access to clean water and chronic conditions, will see the
situation deteriorate even further.

This funding to UNICEF will provide vital lifesaving assistance to
those in affected areas. The UK has not forgotten Syria and we will
continue to work with international partners to ensure there is a
coordinated response on the ground.

Published 28 October 2022

The urgent need to avoid further
escalation in the West Bank

Thank you Mr President,

As we have heard from UN Special Coordinator Wennesland, we are seeing an
increasingly worrying deterioration of the security situation in the West
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Bank. It is crucial that all parties take urgent steps to reduce tensions,
condemn incitement and avoid further escalation in violence.

The cycle of violence continues to take many lives. We are alarmed by the
number of Palestinians killed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, by
Israeli Security Forces, including six minors this month. Investigations
should be transparent and comprehensive. Where there has been excessive use
of force, those responsible must be held to account.

We are also concerned by the increase in Palestinian violence, where two IDF
soldiers sadly lost their lives this month after being shot by Palestinians.
We repeat our call on all parties to take immediate steps to reduce tensions.
We also stress the importance of ensuring access for humanitarian and
development organisations, including in Palestinian refugee camps, even
during periods of instability.

More action also needs to be taken to tackle settler violence, which has
affected IDF soldiers, but affects Palestinians on a daily basis across the
West Bank, especially during the olive harvest. The Israeli government needs
to end the culture of impunity and bring those responsible to justice.

Mr President, as we celebrated the tenth anniversary of the International Day
of the Girl this month, we should all be reminded of the vital role that
UNRWA plays in the region, including in providing education and health
services to women and girls. But while girls in the OPTs outperform boys at
school and represent around 60% of Palestinian graduates, the fact that
employment rates remain low, with only 13% of women over 25 employed, needs
urgent and meaningful attention.

The UK remains a firm supporter of UNRWA and values its importance as a vital
humanitarian and stabilising force. We encourage efforts to improve UNRWA’s
serious financial situation, which threatens its ability to deliver vital
services later this year if action is not taken.

Mr President, the need for the parties to engage in meaningful dialogue and
collaborate to address the escalating situation in the West Bank is urgent.
We are working closely with the parties to that end and we welcome the
efforts of the UN Special Coordinator to support de-escalation and encourage
further work to reverse negative trends on the ground.

Thank you.

Reinvigorating Libya’s Political
Process

World news story

http://www.government-world.com/reinvigorating-libyas-political-process/
http://www.government-world.com/reinvigorating-libyas-political-process/


Representatives from Egypt, France, Germany, Turkey, the UK and US met at
Wilton Park from 26-27 October to discuss the situation in Libya.

Senior officials representing Egypt, France, Germany, Italy, Turkey, the
United Kingdom, and the United States met to discuss the situation in Libya.
They underlined the need for unified international support for Libya in
overcoming the current political impasse. They welcomed the new UN Secretary
General’s Special Representative for Libya and Head of the United Nations
Support Mission in Libya, Abdoulaye Bathily, and reiterated support for a UN
facilitated, Libyan led and owned process that enables Libya to hold
credible, transparent, and inclusive presidential and parliamentary elections
in the shortest possible time.  Participants agreed on the need for Libyan
leaders to engage constructively together, avoid actions that would cause
divisions in Libya and work with SRSG Bathily to build confidence and re-
establish consensus on the path forward as soon as possible. Participants
stressed the importance of elections in fulfilling the democratic aspirations
of the Libyan people and delivering a future where opportunities and
resources are distributed fairly for all.

Published 28 October 2022

Secretary of State for NI, Rt Hon
Chris Heaton-Harris MP – Statement

I believe strongly that people in Northern Ireland deserve locally-elected
decision-makers who are working for them, to address the issues that matter
most to people here.

As of earlier today, an Executive can no longer form and I am duty-bound by
law to call new elections to the Northern Ireland Assembly as set out in the
New Decade, New Approach agreement as soon as practicably possible and within
12 weeks.

Having spoken with the various Party leaders this week, I know no one in
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Northern Ireland is calling for an election – but nearly all Parties signed
up to the Agreement that put us in this position only a couple of years ago.

Today I also met the Chief Electoral Officer to discuss operational
considerations to inform my decision about the election date.

It was particularly disappointing to see yesterday that the Assembly was
still unable to elect a Speaker, despite all the time that has passed.

At a time when so many are struggling with the cost of living and fearful of
what is to come, I understand people’s frustration that MLAs continue to draw
a full salary when they are not performing all the duties they were elected
to do.

So, I will be considering my options to act on MLA pay.

Right now, the Executive no longer has Ministers in post to act for the
people of Northern Ireland.

That means no Ministers to deliver the public services you rely on.  That
means no Ministers to manage the budget pressures affecting the funding of
your hospitals, your schools, your doctors and nurses.

So in the absence of an Executive I will take limited but necessary steps to
protect public finances and the delivery of public services.

I have already met the Head of the Northern Ireland Civil Service, Jayne
Brady, to discuss this and gather evidence on the state of Stormont’s
financial position. I shall hopefully receive more detailed information about
this next week.

Then I’ll soon outline our plan of action to make sure that the interests of
the people of Northern Ireland are protected.

And to those who have called for “joint authority” of Northern Ireland in
recent days, let me say this: this won’t be considered. The UK Government is
absolutely clear that the consent principle governs the constitutional
position of Northern Ireland. We will not support any arrangements that are
inconsistent with that principle.


