
Green Party urges Dominic Raab to end
sale of arms to Israel by UK companies

17 May 2021

Jonathan Bartley: “It is time for us to end our complicity in Israeli
repression in the occupied territories and Gaza and to end all sales of
arms and related equipment to Israel by companies based in the UK”

The Green Party has written to the Foreign Secretary to urge the UK
government to end the sales of arms to Israel by UK companies and officially
recognise the state of Palestine in the wake of an alarming escalation of
violence in the region.

In a letter to Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab, Green Party co-leader Jonathan
Bartley has expressed the Green Party’s deep concern with the loss of life in
Israel and Palestine and urged the Foreign Office to issue much stronger and
even-handed condemnation of those provoking violence. [1]

The letter cites figures from the Campaign Against Arms Trade which shows the
UK has licensed £400 million worth of arms to Israel since 2015 and that some
of these arms exported from the UK have previously been implicated in
previous atrocities against Palestine. [2]

In the letter, Bartley also cites a 2018 Early Day Motion, signed by 73
cross-party MPs, which notes that licences had been granted in the previous
two years to export arms to Israel, despite the fact that the consolidated
criteria on arms exports precludes this “where there is a risk that items
must be used for internal repression or in the commission of a serious
violation of international humanitarian law and considering the need not to
affect adversely regional stability in any significant way.” [3]

Bartley said:

“The recent escalation of violence in Israel and Palestine has once again
shocked the world and we urge the UK government to do whatever it can to
actively support de-escalation. The seriousness of the situation demands more
than words.

“The most important action the government could take right now is to
immediately put a stop to the sale of arms to Israel from UK companies.
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“Hundreds of millions of pounds’ worth of arms have been sold to Israel since
2015. These may have been used to cause suffering and misery and have served
no purpose at all in achieving peace in the region.

“It is time for us to end our complicity in Israel repression in the occupied
territories in Palestine and to end all sales of arms and related equipment
to Israel by companies based in the UK.”

ENDS
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The full letter can be read here
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https://caat.org.uk/news/caat-call-for-uk-to-end-arms-sales-and-military-supp
ort-for-israeli-forces-following-gaza-killings-and-storming-of-al-aqsa-
mosque/
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https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/51776/uk-arms-exports-to-israel
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Caroline Lucas: “The surge in votes we’ve seen for the Green Party this
weekend shows that people up and down the country recognise the urgent
need for real action on the environment, and that this can be done
whilst dramatically improving the quality of peoples’ lives”

In the wake of record election results for the Greens this weekend [1],
Caroline Lucas MP has said the government must set out what action it will
take to tackle the climate and ecological crises in tomorrow’s Queen’s
Speech.

Ahead of the speech, the MP for Brighton Pavilion has put forward a list of
“Five Bills to Thrive” [2] which would make fundamental changes to society,
including the creation of millions of Green jobs, for the best for people and
the planet.

Meanwhile, the Greens have also called on the government to introduce the
long-overdue social care bill and halt the photo ID requirement for elections
set to be confirmed in the speech tomorrow, despite the fact that in 2019
there was just one reported conviction of voter fraud. [3]

Lucas said:

“The surge in votes we’ve seen for the Green Party this weekend shows that
people up and down the country recognise the urgent need for real action on
the environment, and that this can be done whilst dramatically improving the
quality of peoples’ lives.

“The government must use the Queen’s Speech tomorrow to put us on the right
track to addressing the huge challenges of climate and ecological breakdown. 

“If the government was serious about making life better for all, then
tomorrow we would see a Green New Deal to create millions of Green jobs
alongside Bills to help the UK meet its climate targets and shift the focus
of our economic model away from relentless GDP growth and towards the health
of people and planet.”

Meanwhile, Green Party peer Natalie Bennett called for the Prime Minister to
deliver on his promise to introduce a Social Care Bill. 

Baroness Bennett said:

“Where is the social care bill that Boris Johnson told us was ‘oven ready’
from the steps of Downing Street on day one as Prime Minister? 

“The Conservatives are letting down the vulnerable elderly and those who care
for them with inadequate pay and conditions yet again. 

“Meanwhile we have plans for our NHS that see it being handed over on a
platter to the disastrous American for-profit healthcare providers.

“This is a Queen’s Speech from which a few are set to profit, while the rest
of us pay, with our chance to exert democratic controls over the government
even further reduced by deployment of US-style voter suppression tactics in



the form of photo-ID requirements.”
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/may/09/surging-greens-pitch-to-repl
ace-lib-dems-as-uks-third-party
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https://www.independent.co.uk/independentpremium/voices/queens-speech-uk-clim
ate-crisis-b1843299.html          
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/may/10/queens-speech-photo-id-futur
e-elections-social-care
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Green Party celebrates record local
election results

9 May 2021

Greens win a total of 155 seats, including 99 gains
Party sees representation gained on 18 new councils
Jonathan Bartley: “It’s clear that the Green Party is the next major
force in British politics”

The Green Party is celebrating the best local elections results in its
history with more green councillors on more councils across the country than
ever before. Voters across the country have made clear their hope for a
Greener future after the Covid pandemic.

The Greens have won a total of 155 seats and gained representation on 18 new
councils in this year’s local elections. It takes the total tally of councils
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with Green representation to 141.

Green Party co-leader Jonathan Bartley said: “Once again, we are seeing
record results for the Green Party. A Green wave is sweeping across the
country with Greens winning seats in places dominated by both Labour and
Conservatives. These are votes for our strong vision and practical policies
for a green future. 

“Whether it’s in Burnley or Bristol, people are turning to the Greens because
they know that the way we won their vote is the way we will use the power
they have given us – with hard work and humility. We will not take their
support for granted.

“In a time of multiple crises there is a recognition that the Greens are
ready. The changes that are happening in the world are ones we have
anticipated and we have the policies and the vision not only to prevent the
worst but to use the changes that are on the way to build a better society
for us all.

“People know a better, Greener future is possible. A future where we tackle
the climate and ecological emergencies but also enable communities in every
corner of England and Wales to thrive.”

Some of the key achievements include:

Became the joint biggest party in Bristol, gaining 13 new seats on the
council, taking the total to 24. At the same time, the party recorded
its first-ever second place result in an election for a directly-elected
mayor. Bristol Mayor candidate Sandy Hore-Ruthven went toe-to-toe with
the current Labour mayor Marvin Rees, who both reached the second round
of counting.
Saw record breaking results in London, with Sian Berry coming third in
the London Mayor election, increasing her vote share in the process.
Meanwhile, the party received 12 per cent of the vote on the list
ballot, meaning Zack Polanski became its third London Assembly member,
joining Sian and Caroline Russell
Gained a further five seats on Sheffield City Council, taking their
total to 13 and pushing the local authority into no overall control.
Gained six Green councillors on Suffolk County Council, taking the total
to nine and making the Greens the Official Opposition in Suffolk.

Bartley said: “These results show clearly that people are fed up with the old
two party system which has dominated for so long and caused so much mistrust
and damage.

“Greens are now representing communities up and down the country and people
can see the impact they make.”

In Bristol, newly-elected Councillor Yassin Mohamud said: “It’s an honour to
be elected to Bristol City Council. The people living in Lawrence Hill have
felt ignored for a very long time, so I’m excited to put that right alongside
my Green Party colleagues. Local people have been very supportive – now



Bristol Greens will begin the work to make things better.”

In Solihull, newly-elected Councillor Shesh Sheshabhatter said: “I already do
a lot for my community but I know that as a councillor, I’ll be able to work
with my Green colleagues to go that extra mile to make our community even
safer and greener. I’m really humbled to receive so many votes.”

Councillor Robert Nunney, who became the first Green to be elected to
Manchester City Council since 2004, said: “It’s all about being a presence in
the community and speaking to residents, working with the community and
finding out the local issues and acting on those.”

The new councils on which Greens are represented: Cambridge County,
Hertfordshire County, Norfolk County, Derbyshire County, Northamptonshire
North Unitary, Durham County, Northumberland County, Cumbria County,
Manchester City, Stockport Metropolitan Borough, Halton Borough, Hastings
Borough, East Sussex County, Isle of Wight Unitary, West Oxfordshire
District, West Sussex County, Adur District, Cornwall Unitary

View the full list of results here.

ENDS

Notes

            1

The Green Party now has a total of 445 councillors across the country on 141
councils.
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9 May 2021

Greens make 13 gains in Bristol, more than doubling their number of
councillors
Party won nearly 50% of the votes in the Bristol West constituency –
meaning it is now on track to win seat at next general election
Green group is now the joint biggest in the city with Labour on 24 seats
each

The Green Party has changed the political landscape in Bristol, having
reached a key milestone to put it on course to win its second parliamentary
seat at the next general election, after record gains have seen it become the
joint biggest party in the city.

The Greens won a massive 24 seats in Bristol over the weekend, including 13
gains. The party also won nearly all the seats and almost half of the votes
overall across the Bristol West constituency.

It means the Bristol Green Party now has a total of 24 seats on the council –
the joint highest with Labour.

This follows the party’s success in the mayor results, where it achieved its
first ever second place, and strong showings in the metro mayor and PCC
elections.

Councillor Carla Denyer, who was returned in her Clifton Down seat with a
hugely increased majority and came second in the 2019 general election in
Bristol West, said:

“Bristol is showing once again that it is a Green city and it is long overdue
for it to have a Green MP. 

“When the next election comes we will be ready to win in Bristol West, to
make sure that Bristol gets the Green representation in Parliament that it
deserves.”

Mayor runner-up Sandy Hore-Ruthven said:

“This is a historic result for Bristol and for the Green Party nationally.
It’s the first time we’ve come second in an elected mayoral race and shows
the extraordinary strength of Green support in our great city. 

“The huge swings towards Green candidates in the council elections shows how



we are now clearly contesting power with Labour across the city.”

The party made breakthroughs in Lawrence Hill, Bedminster, Eastville
Lockleaze, Easton and Central where they took seats from Labour.

Green Party co-leader Jonathan Bartley said:

“The incredible gains we have seen in Bristol show that the city is ready to
elect a Green MP.

“It is clear that the people of Bristol see Green politics as the future, and
I’m delighted that we will now have the strongest Green voice we have ever
had on the council.”
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